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ADVERTISEMENT. 

ON the publication of a work of this nature, 
fomething may be expeiSed by way of prelude. 
If the plaudit of the public is not to be purchafed, 
their indulgence may poffibly be fecured. But nei- 
ther of thefc motives has influenced the author to 
trefpafs upon their time. He would deprecate their 
pardon, not for having given birth to this produSion, 
but for having introduced it immaturely to the ob- 
fervation of the public. What little polifli would the 
clofe application of two years throw upon a body of 
this magnitude I And yet, amid a variety of other avo- 
cations, two years only has the author been allowed to 
tranfcribe, correft, and finilli it. He fays, allowed, 
as necefllty prefcribes the term, and his duty calls 
him to a diftant part of the globe, to perform other 
engagements, to pay other debts, than what the defire 
of pleafing prompts, or the love of fame exads from 
him.' 

Under this conviflion, therefore, he waits filently 
the probe of criticifm. But the candid critic, like 
the (kilful furgeon, is fparing of the knife, and, but 
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in defperate cafes, is inclined to proceed to extremi- 
ties. Into fuch hands it may be the lot of the, author 
to fall. Where the eye takes more delight in bpauty 
than in deformity, where the difpofition is more apt 
to praife than to cenfure, no doubts could deter an 
author from appearing at the bar of criticifm. In a 
defcription of countries little travelled, and of men 
little known, there may poflibly be miftakes that have 
arifen from mifinformation, or even mifconceptioa of 
things. In a detail of adventures committed often to 
paper in moments of peril and diftrefs, there may, 
indeed, be a repetition of fentiment, and fometimes a 
contr^diaion of opinions before advanced, which the 
greateft attention, during a two years revifal, has not 
been able to corred. But if impartiality has uni- 
formly dircded his pencil, and his pidures are not 
even fo highly coloured as nature would have per- 
mitted ; if he has rather confulted the public amufe- 
ment, than the gratification of his own vanity, this 
early publication, with all its imperfeSions, will not 
want an advocate among the literati. 

And here he was about to congratulate himfelf on 
having gained fo eflential a point. To the private 
approbation of Mr. Rted of Staples-Ina, was the 
author confirmed in the hope of fuccefs, and to his 
open recommendation of this work to fi^e who knew 
the value of Mr. Reed's judgment, the reader, pro- 
3 babiy. 
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bably, owes that it is now fubmitted to his view. To 
the friendihip of Mr. Braithwaite of the Poft-Qffice, 
he may place this, and other material helps- he has 
ezpericnced in the courfe of publication. But he 
llioutd afk thefe gentlemen's forgivenefs, for involving 
them in a queftion, where their names are ufed lefs 
to their advantage than to that of the author. 

It behoves him to fay a word or two on the head of 
the Plates. His knowledge of drawing is fo confined, 
that more than a Iketch of the places through which 
he palled, exceeded the author's art. The antiquities 
of Egypt have given employment to the pencils of a 
Kprden and a Pococke, and were not to be expe£te4 
from the titli of thefe travels. But drawings of parr 
ticular fcenes, in which he was engaged, and repre- 
fentatioos of the lingular cuftoms of the country, 
would have brought them forward to the reader's eye. 
He muA ever lament the deficiency of his W(>rk,in 
this refped : but he is happy at the fame time toob- 
ferve, that there i& a remedy at hand, for thole who 
delight in novel pidures. The reputation of Mr. 
Dalton, his Majefly's- antiquarian, was eftabliflied by 
the work which he produced in 175.2,. confifti^igpf 
plates of various antiquities .in Greece and Egypt* 
The connoifTeurs, therefore, are not Ukeiy to be dif- 
appointedin the Supplement to that work, which Mr. 
b Daltoo 
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Dalton is about 'to piiblidi. The defigAs v/iAotiit^ 
late to Egypt, obtained as they muft haVe b*eh-wttb 
great difficulty,- and executed as -they are with gfeat 
fpiiit, will prove fuch an elucidation, to his labors,- 
that the author muft beg Mrs Dalton's parfoBj if- l4«i 
prefumes to recomthend th<A defigns to the Mftder/ 
which are fo peculiarly adapttd to this work, that 
nothing but its unworthinefs (hould divide- them At>m 
each other. .1 

tie has but one thing morfe to add, \4'hich concerns 
the companions of his travels. To the two gentle- 
taen who accompanied him to Europe, he ttUfts ail 
apology is needlefs, as they will readily acquit him 
of a defign to pay any but a proper tribute to their 
chara3ers. By the other perfon, whom the hand of 
jixifchance fcparated from their company, he would 
wi(h to be underftood. The circumftances which 
produced that feparation fhould have been buried in 
oblivion, had not a regard for his own honor obliged 
the author to place the intentions of his companions 
and bimlelf in their true light. The narrative of that 
affair — as it appears in this work — was figned by Major 
Henry Alexander, Mr. Anthony Hammond, and the au- 
thor, and tranfmitted to India at the time. The paper 
may have mifcarried, but the parties are alive to teftify 
the lad. All that delicacy and humanity could fug- 

S geft, 
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geft, has been obferved on the occafion. The Dame 
of the unhappy perfon is fuppreffed, ajid felf-vindica- 
tion alone could have induced him to revive a fub- 
jefl, which more nearly aSe&ed the author and; 
his companions, than ail their fubfequent misfor- 
tunes I 

To conclude. Were books, any more than men,, 
to be judged only by their good intentions — were no 
regard to be paid to the figure which they make in 
the World — this work would have a better chance to. 
maintain its ground. But as there are other points to 
be confidered ; as truth can only be rendered efiica- 
cious in an amiable drefs, and as the jufteft defcrip- 
tions muft be difgraced by inelegant language, the 
author cannot divell himfelf of certain fenfations, 
which mufl difturb the firmeft mind, on the eve of 
committing its thoughts to the difcuffion of the 
public. 
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j^i^ Odi to the Defart^ and another to the Nile, referrea t4 
^^ this place from the body of the Work. 
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Page 17. Line 2./0r cabin r«A/ cabbiik 
^_ da.—— t. ff OafmtAed rud wndai. 
iij. >— — 10. /«r viGron fM^ vifiton. 

— 178, — iz.fit at fad eaten. 
—— 338. — i9*fir bumao rud humane. 

— te}.——2i.ftriieKrudm. 

__ jj{,_- io./«r Meibuth rod Niebuht, 



Lately PuiliJbeJ for J. D o s s l e y. 
By the Audior sf this Work, 
Saint Thomas's Mount, a Poem, is. 6d. 
Bcdukah, a Poem, 2 s. 6 d. 
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SERIES OF ADVENTURES, &c, 

IN THE YEAR M.DCC.LXXVn. - • 
IN LETTERS TO A LADY. 



-LETTER!. 

. MAD A.M. 

WERE abitity fubfement to inclination, were.the efFoVts 
of the heart to be feconded by thie efforts of the ima- 
ginationj I Ihould with iefs fcruple' begin upon the 
talk which you have allotted me. But the feas which I have 
pafled, and the fends which I have wandered over,' appear ndw 
to have been fraught vrith Icfs danger than the adventure I am 
about to engage in.- Once launched into the literary world, 
what has not a poor author to feai* froiii the blafts of ridicule, 
and the rocks of envy ! But as the vvant of an oftentatious dif- 
play has fecured my footfteps froni the affault of the wild Arab, 
fo may I hope, that the modefty of my pretentions may proVe 
my paflport through the wafte of -criticifm.' Happy at all events; 
in the profpcft of your influence, to protect the ftrain that is 
guided by truth, and owes its cxiftcnce to the commands of 
friendftjip. .■-... -. .. ■ ..;.:.. .../ 

B The 
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The occurrences of our voyage from Madras to Mocha, are 
18ce Ac. gencndicy of"fea-a£nrs, too trivial to become intereft- 
ing, and too unvaried to afford amufement. Since the fables of 
the ancients have been banifhed our creed, a modern voyager 
finds it difficult to diverfify or embellifli his journal. Neptune 
ccafes to affert his empire over the waves, and Amphitriti no 
lOTijer Ikims the furface. of the deep^ Ceated in a coral chariot 
drawn by Mermaids, and furrounded by a choir of mufical 
Nereids. A .ftocm therefore lofes the m^efty which a Divinity 
would give it } and our calms are really dull, for want of the 
company of fuch a beautiful Godd^s. I queftion Whether the 
voyage of jEneas, if deprived' of thefe fiftitious ornaments, 
would not became e^uftUy infiind with thofe publiflied by recent 
dilcoverers, whofe heroes vifited people more ilrange, and feas 
more remote than ^n^as, and encountered gulphs far more 
dangerous than Scylla of Charybdis I 

There was nothing remarkable in our paflage to ModiA, but 
the length of it., Wewerc above eight weeks in cfieding m 
paffage, which frequently requires but tlyee. The latcnels of the 
feafon fnade us apprehenfive of delays^ but not the continual 
ones we met with; At feveral periods we thought of nothing 
leis thaji of getting to Suez by water. My fellow-travellers and 
myfelf were, however, refolved to profecute our journey by 
land, ihould the fnow Adveoturs reach any port in the Red- 
Soa; But the fight of land prcfented us with better pro-^ 

^was. 

We had been two-and-forty days in croiling the wide ocean 
which divides India from Africa, when on the 3iit of March 
we faw indiftindly the ifland pf 3pcotra, which lies about 
35 leagues from the main. On the ad of April we made Cape 
Guardafoy, which is a prodigious mountainous and craggy 
fliore. From hence we ftood over to the coaft of Arabia, and 

by 
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by an eaftcrly curreht,, were driven fo far towards the ocean, 
that it was the 6th before we paft Cape Aden. Here the re- 
maina of a Portu^eie fort are ftiU vifible, which is an humi- 
liating monument of their former fuperiodty in.thefe parts. 
On the Qth we ran through the ftraits of Babelmandel, with a 
&ie igale, which; joined to a ftrong current, fet us tlirough in 
.a quarter of an hour.' There is a very n^y fea in thefe ftxlaits, 
■and they being the tifoal entrance into the Red-3ea, I have 
annexed a plate of them, which was drawn upon the fpot. 
Veffels may pafs to the weftward of the ifland, but this is at- 
tended with danger. The gaie encreafed to {mh a d^ee, that 
we were fain to run imder the land at noon, in' a bay about 
half-way between the ftraks and Mocha. Here we rode out ■ 
a verj' violent ftorm, and thought ourfelves hicky in. being fi» 
well flieltei%d from the l^try of it The wind abated a little at 
day-break on the loth, when we weighed and ftood for Mochat, 
Though ftill boiilerous, the wind was fortunate^ fair, and 
we were not many hours in running die diftance.. Attwelve 
o'clock we dr<^ped our anchor in Mocha road, but werie obliged 
to wait untU the weather moderated, ])efore we ventured to de;- 
haxk. The month of April was advanced, but we went afhore 
at Mocha the £une evei^ng, in full confidence of being agreeably 
accommodated to Suez, on board the Advaiture, We looked 
only upon the brighter fide of the pcrfpedlive j as the difficulties 
and dangers annexed to a journey of ii or i zoo miles by land, 
along a barren and b^barous coaft, could afford us no very 
plealing refleffions. 

Modia, the ancient capital of Arabia Felix, is fituated upon a 
■fandy ibil, about 12 leagues from the ftraits c^ Babelman- 
del, and in the latitude of 13° 15' north. This city is of 
great antiquity, and difplays a very handfome appearance to-' 
wards die lea. But its beau^ wiU not bear a do& infpedioa. 
B 2 Like 
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Like the deformities which are fo frequently difcorered beneatb 
a fair exterior, the infide of its buil(tings is by no means an- 
fwerable to the expefbtions which they nufe. To (urvey the 
defart on which it ftands, a ftramger muft be furpiized at the 
plenty which reigns in the markets. There is not a tree wddun 
ken, that produces any fruit, but the date, or hei^ge of any 
kind, to fupport the cattle which are daily expoied for fale. 
£ut to the fimplicity of the Arabian manners this drcumftance 
is to be attributed. Where the natives are content with the 
coarfeft food that a country produces, it is no wonder that the 
more deticate viands are readily procured, by the few Europeans 
wbovifit their Ihores. And indeed, when we are informed that 
the fheep which are fold here, are all brought from the oppoftte 
co^ of Abyilinia, and the fimpleft vegetable, at no lefs a dif- 
tance than fifteen miles from Mocha, conj^hire would lofe itfelf 
m accounting for fuch plenty, were a clue not given to unravel 
the myftery. 

Mocha is.imder the authority of a governor, as the Imaun, 
who unites the offices of high-prieft and Ung of Arabia Felix, 
always refides at Sennaa, a dty about ten days journey from 
hence, delightirilly fituated in a valley, with which this moun- 
t£unons country abounds. The Turks have loft the influence 
which they formerly poflejied in this kingdom. They feem 
content, at pre&nt, to recare their proportion of the duties of 
the other provinces of Arabia, without pretending to exert the 
arbitrary fway, which marks their government in the diifai£h 
that are more imediately within the reach of their arms. There 
is one privilege that the. Imaun claims here, which cuftom has 
rendered familiar to the iobjeds of a defpottc ftate, however op- 
prefllve it may appear to the idieas of an European. He has 
an indirputable property, in all bocfe-flefli. So that if a.ftraQger 
takes a likii^ to an hwfe> it is of no omfequeace to whom 
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It bdongs, provided he be content to pay the. price, wliich the 
governor may fix on it in the name of his mafter. But the 
owner is feldom expofed to the mortificati(»i of beingl obliged to 
part with his property : the value of the beaft, however beau- 
tiful it may be, feldom pronng in the leaft adequate to the price 
which is demanded for it. 

In their borles itte chief pleafure and pride of the Arabs 
conlift. Pampered to an excefs that raiders them fitter for 
fhew than ufe, they ftand in the ftaUe, or are picketted at the 
doors of thor mafters, from one fabbath-day to another. But 
on this festival, they are adorned with a load of rich and un** 
wieldy furniture, mth which they parade the ftreets irom 
morning to night : and they now r«:dve the only exercife which 
they are permitted to take. The govo^or's ftud, which confifts 
of a number of choice hories, are particularly drawn up in the 
-iquare befbre^his houie. They are <:^>poied to each other iti 
fquadrons, and at the word of command, the riders iet off at 
full gallop, and as theyrpafs each other, dart the pike or ipear 
with great dexterity.. 

We pud a. cuftomary vifit to the governor on* our landing,, 
and found him to be a grave and ekkrly man, meager in his 
body, and flovenly in his appareh But with this unpromifing 
appearance, he has the chara£ter of bang a very good and in*- 
ieUigcnt man ; and much more inquifitive after the manners and ^ 
difcovenes of Eiu^pean nations^ than the generality of his coun- 
trymen.' This peculiarity in his difi>ofition plainly evinces itfelf 
in the ftmuture of his audience chamber, which is ornamented 
with a broken figured clock, a French thermometer, and an 
Ei^lifh quadrant. He. received us very politely, and is a pro- 
feficd fnend of the EnglHh nation, whofe genius and f{nrit he 
- affc£ts to admire. This piede of intelligence we obtained from 
our r^rtknt here* who at the iame time communicated to us 
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an anecdote, of his life, which is not unworthy of mention. It 
not only carries with it an evidence of the intriguing temper of 
<the Arabs, hut fets off to advantage the character of a man^ 
to whom the Englifh are materially obliged. 

In the reign of the father of the prefent king of Sennaa, this 
man was the vizier and favorite. So univdrjaily was his ad»- 
sniniftration approved of, and fo nccei&ry did' the old king 
think him to the wel&re of the ftate, that he recommendsd hin 
on his death-bed to the protection of his fbn, in the moft 
earncli terms. The prince was deeply imprelfed with a charge 
■ddivered to him at fo folemn a moment, and. promiled his fsh 
ahsTt to make the knowledge and advice of the vizier the 
fole guides of his future life. And to this promife he very 
£aithfully adhered, for fome years after hi» acceffion to the 
throne. ■ 

In the courfe t>f this time, the young monarch had'formed in- 
<»nriderate attachments for courtiers of his own age and difpofi- 
tion. Though this did not immediately interfere udth the mi- 
nifter's influence it; matters of government,, it neverthelefs fug"- 
^efted, to a difcerning mind, the a|^roaches of negleft and dif- 
grace. To prevent the execution, therrfbre, of what he con&- 
dered as inevitable, fhould he continue in his prefent office, he 
very wifely formed the reiblution of retiring from court. A re- 
folution infpired by the foundeft philofc^y, wavered not un- 
til an opportunity offered to put it into practice. 

.One day whot he was alone with the king, he took the 11- 
Jxrty to fpeak of the length of his fervices, and of the decline 
■of his life. He touched modeftly upon his known af&dion, 
and zeal for the honor of his fovcreignj and beli>okc his ma- 
)efty's indulgence for the petition which he was about to prefer. 
He concluded with an humble defire, that be might be per- 
mitted to refign his brOft to one* whofe faculties and health 
5 were 
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were «A<>Pf ytgorplQit «nd able to tranfaft ^ unportaat af^rs, 
in wHM^rhe b4d.bo^ fp long ein{Joyed. The better to coVer 
his deilgi^ he a^£ted an inclination to -vifit Mocha, where he 
purpoff d to remain until his name was torgoUcn, and that time 
fl^xilfl VveakfH 1^4931109 of a fa^ion, which is the infeparable 
3ttiend^it of the he& adminiftratipn. It was not without reluc- 
t»nce> that the king complied with this unexpected requefi:. 
He .had., a, particular value and refpe6t for the minirter, and waa 
i)ot prepared to forego his fervices, although tlie latter had been 
artful enough to recommend for his fucceflbr, one of the chief 
favorites of his mafter. The llruggle, however, was of no long 
GOotinuance. The king's pride was touched at th^ idea of bemg 
at a lofs' for a fervant, and he haftened to inveft the very favourite 
who had bom points out to tjum, with the dignity of the abcU- 
cg^ ^cdinufta*. 

fidt Uttl« dJKi ,the minifter dream' oi the confequenc^s o^ this 
r^Sgnation. Little did he forefee, that his fuccellbr would lay 
hold of the wiih which he had exprefled to vilit Mocha, to 
load hini a^in with the cares of government; where his in- 
fl^i^e would be confiderably lefl^^d, though bis dignity would 
appear greater than before. No fooner had the new vizier 
poffeffed himfejf of his office, than he was determined to re- 
move for «yei', fb virtuous an obferver of his adminiftra^ 
ti<m. Poifon or the fword, was too dangerous an implement^ 
againft fuch a charader. He had recourfe to a remedy which 
wholly anfwered his intentions ; and, by blinding the eyes, 
of his fovereign, and advancing the ojunion of his principlea^ 
among ^ vulgar, muft be held as a mafterpifce of courtly 
^ifice. 

With the greateft appearance <rf warmth, therefore, he rcpre- 
l^ted to the king the outcry which would be rmfed againit 
turn, (hould h^ fuffer ah old iervant of lus father's, and the 
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gaardian of his own youth, to vifit Mochfl, ^thoiit bongtfif- 
tinguifhed by fome public chara61:er. He then inlinufrted the 
lucky occaiion which prefented itfelf, to reward his lemces 
-with the government of that city. It was impoflible to fufpeft 
the treachery of this advice ; and it is not wcmderful, that the 
monarch greedily took the bait. He that very day forwarded a 
commifHon to Mocha, which the old man had the mortification' 
to find, on his arrival here. To him, however, the trick was 
ob^ous. He readily dived into the fcheme of his fuccelTor, who, 
judging of others from himfelf, had taken an unnecefiary ftep 
to detach him from the vanity of couit-favor. The vexation of 
the governor is not to be described. But rather than difturb' 
the peace of his mafter with compl^nts, he has the virtue tb 
encounter the fatigues of bufinefs, though repugnant to his in-' 
clinations ; and is content to live a voluntary exile from l:ds na^ 
tive place, fecure of the af&£tion of the peof^e, sixid coi^ous 
of the efteem of the king. A king 1 who ftiU continues under 
the delufion of having preferred a faithful fubjeft, agreeably to 
his own choice. What a ]eir<»i ihould this be to the foverngns 
of more enlightened nations ! who may juftly apprehend the in- 
trigues of defigiiing men, when the refinements of party prevail 
within the narrow fcope of Arabian politics ! 
■ The women in Arabia are kept in much ftrifler confinement, 
than thofe c^ their religion in India. The females of rank are 
fliut up in their apartments, and never ftir abroad, except now 
and then, to accompany their hufbands on an excurfion to the 
vallies. They are vailed at thefe times from head to foot, and 
fent off upon horfeback under cover of the night. But this fim- 
ple recreation does not fall often to their lot. The civilized 
Arabs are, of all nations, the leaft inclined to action; and it is 
to be fuppofed, that women born here, live and die, without 
ftirring out of tlie walls-of Mocha ; fuch is the tax that is .laid 

on 
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<m birth and greatnefs* even in the remote country of Arabia. 
Hi>w then can we be furprized at the vexations, wluch cloud the 
lives of the followers of a powerful court ? if female beauty be 
doomed to folitqde in thefe rud& parts, is not the liberty which 
is allowed it in more poliflied countries, too often the fource of 
calamities more grievous than confinement, of perfecutions 
more intolerable than the commands of an imperious mafter ? I 
doubt not, but there is many a toaft that blazes in the circle of 
St. James's, that fighs for the privilege of obfcurity, and would 
willingly hide . the remains of a ihattered reputation in an Ara- 
bian feraglio I 

To thofe of a lower degree, there is fome demtion permitted 
from the feverity of this cuftom. Though there are no public 
Hummumis for the women to refort.to as in Turkey, they are in- 
dulged with the freedom of «fiting their neighbors, when the 
dufic of the evening can fkreen their perfons from ob(ervation: 
for the thick vails in which their faces are buried, utterly pre- 
clude the poflibility of diftinguiniing their features. We have 
met them ourfelves in the ftreets, and have concaved a favora- 
ble idea of th«r faces, from the fynunetry of their figures. 

Incontinence is held much more criminal amcmg the fingle 
than married females. Though adultery is punifhed with a 
heavy fine, the feduftibn of a virgin is attended by a more feri- 
pu3 correftion. In this^ they differ from the laws of more en- i 
lightened kingdoms, where an injury of this nature, is not only 
unpunilhable by any courfe of law, but the matter itfelf is treated, 
in a very U^t manner. And here the chara^ler of the Arabian ; 
le^flator rifes far beyond the b<ttil:ed policy of European ftates. 
To his juiHce it is owing, that the deftruftion of innocence is 
held in fuch abhorrence ; and to his reftitude of thinking, that 
the mere accomplice of a lewd woman fhould encounter lefs ri- 
gorous treatment, than the mean betrayer of unexperienced fim- 
C plicity. 
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pficity. How juft this obfetvation may be, I rutanit with plea> 
fure to rfic decifion of a lady, who can fo charitably diCBnguini' 
between the follies and vices of her fex ; and who can ^aratc 
the errors of inexperience from the hnpulfes of a depraved m- 
clination! 

We were furprized at the number of Chriftian ren^adocs- 
that refide at Mocha. Not, that the apoftacy of men, who- 
perhaps had no fenfe of religion until they profeficd Mahomo^ 
tanifm, could provoke our wonder; but how their worldly intc-- 
refts could be advanced by the change. Reduced to a pitiful flib- 
iiitence, and held in deferved contempt by the natives, we fhouldl 
have flirmifed their defeftion to be merdy the effefls of de%air ;, 
and that the fugitives from juAice alone, ibught thwrfafetyatthis. 
price, had not the example of a Greek prieft fomewhat ih^en 
our opinion. This prieft, by name Ananias, I remember to, 
have heard mentioned in Bengal; atf a miracle of piety. And 
yet in the feventieth year of his age, did he publicly abjure- the. 
Chriftian religion, in the courfe o£ a pilgrimage to Mount Sinai.. 
He was circumcifed, and received into the Mahometan churchy, 
and, to crown the whole of this ftrange proceeding, was led about 
the city for three days, according to cuftom, mounted on ait 
ifs, to receive the alms of the faithful, which every convert is 
entitled to on his admiffion to thdr myfteries. This happened, 
during our fliort ftay at Mocha j and is one of the greateft in- 
ftances of the infirmity of hum»i nature, which has come within. 
Ae fphere of my obfervation. 

The Englifli are the only nation who have a refident here ; 
and this is but a late regulation. The Eaft India Company were 
accuftomed to fend a (hip here every feafon ; but now the coflee 
is tranfported on country bottoms to Bombay, from whence. our 
Indiamen convey it to Europe. By this plan they are caicd of 
a conjiderable expence ; as the appointments of iapercaigoes ta 
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llus £taticx6> ^x&i the heavy duties of this port, muft have lefiened 
th^adViftktttgds which r&fult Arom this trade. No better means 
could have been deviled to ii^;ratiate ourfelves w^ith the naitivesy 
liian the appcnntmpit of a rdideht among them. It is a plea-< 
' fiirc tff ihe to add; that nothing could have bottei* cnfured the 
esul in view, thai the choice of the pr^ent gentleman who iiUi 
lh^ poflL ' His^ mild, demeanor cannot fail to engage the efteem: 
<sf the people J as his acknowledged abilities iwill lead him to 
improire ev^ occa£oB, to reftore this drooping branch of com- 
xnpxe to its original value. Neither is the prefence.of Mr. 
Horfdey at Mocha, of left moment to the intcrefts of travellers, 
who prefer dus Aiort cut to £iux}pe, .:to the old track, by the 
Cape of Good Hope. Hofpltatity and poUtenefs are.aiccq)table in 
^1 places^ but doftbly fo to the way-worn' traveller, v\^ theleafi: 
cpcpefts to.^ iaiSex wkh them in a remote and aiKiviKzed lio^n. 
; I have anisHMd a new of the tovm and fuburbs of Mochc, 
; which I :tciak from our vefiel en the day of our arrival here, t 
There is a wall runs round the town, but there are no caJinoa 
OKtunted oh iti except a few on a battery towatds the j£a. The 
northern arid {gnjthei'n extremities of the town are flanked' hy. 
tworcaAIe^.of a circular form, which arc Uhewife orhastientcd 
w^ith guns, a»4wcre meant as a defence to the place* How much 
tbief& .^i^uw ei^ineecs were miftaken in their ideas of fortifica- 
tion,_ wijl : Jife&rly appear frdm. a drcmnllance, which occurred' 
hbre:al)OUt fix or fevcn yeacs ago,:and will fct then- pretenfions! 
. to power in 9- proper hgbt. . 

■ Thecaptain-of a trading Veflel from India, vras afliore a£.l^. 
Bngliih fa^ry, and correcting a. Have for fome fault or oliier, 
theboy rah- awa^,. and took. refuge in an Ais.bian honfe; where, 
fafl was 'prevailed upon tO'becomela Maiiometati. In thisxauntiy 
, n&- ChaAian.' is permitted to keep a flavc of this [srfixafion. Th&' 
boy: srEoied. hinid&tf of this prif^^, and vent abroa,d ^ain;] 
C 2 without 



y Google 



[ I» J 

without any fear of his mafter's refentmeiit. One day, how- 
ever, as he ventured to pafs the faftory, he was obferved by the 
captain, whofe EngUfh Nood boiled with indignation at this 
^ming infult. Unheedfiil of his fttuation, he gave way to a 
fiidden impulfe of paflion, and ordered his ferrants to feize the. 
boy, and flog him feverely within the yard of the faftory. This 
rafh a£tion could not efcape notice, and was attended l^ con- 
- fequences which he little expe£lcd. The faftoiy was at that 
time uninhabited, except by the fupercargoes and captains during 
their fliort ftay here. It was not in the befl: repair, and but little: 
calculated to make a defence. The mob, which now gathered 
about it, ealily forced the gates > and not finding t^e ol^'efl: of 
their refearcli, whom they meant to have facrificed on the fpot, 
contented tbemfelves- with plundering his effeds. On the firfb- 
alai'm, the captain wifely retreated to the terrace of the faftory j ■ 
and it was witli no little: dif{iculty> that he. elcaped along the 
roofs of the houfes to the fea-^fide^ where he immediately took a' 
boat for his veflel. 

This difturbance was too fudden to^ have been checked unden 
die beft-regulated government; but it might have been reme- 
died : fatisfaflion might have been made to the fufierer, had the- 
govemor been inclined to do him juftice. A deaf ear wasturnedv 
to his remonftrances, and the captun was obliged- to carry.his.: 
complaint to Bombay : here, to the. honour of the firitiih name,- 
it was properly attoided to. The councils. were vigorous; smd. 
two floops of war were direftly fitted oat for Mocha, to enforce .- 
redrefs. They accordingly appeared before the .town, wit^. all 
the implements for a bombardment f and a mel&ge was lent: 
aifaore, to advertife the governor of th«r. errand. It. is impof-. 
fible to conceive the terror of the inhabitants at thefe tidings. , 
They deferted the caftles, which they had once confidered as im, 
pregnablei and were about to quit the city itfclfj but. this die; 

governor 
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gortmor prevented. He thought proper to comply with the 
demands, which were made in the name of the fufferer, and; 
fcnt off 4,000 dollars to the. commodore of the expedition j 
happy» to preferve the city from deftruftion, and to appeafe the 
refentment of the Englifh, at fo cheap a rate. And even the 
mon^ to make good this payment, was raifcd unjuftly, though 
k was to fatisfy a juft demand. The Banian, or Gentoo mer- 
chants who are fettledhere, and tranfaft: all the bulinefs of the. 
port, fell within the gripe oF^ovemment on. this occalion. They 
have-alTured us more. than, once, that they were oblig^ to ad-- 
vance the fum' in queftion, for which they have not yet been 
Satisfied. It is necelTary to add, that this occurrence, fo dif-. 
graceful in its nature, was antecedent to the adminiftration of: 
the prefent governor; of wjiole character I haveiiad. occafion to- 
^eak in the moft favorable teims . 

To ithcfe: Banians we. were obUged for a part of our amufe-- 
ments at this place. There is a wood of date-^trees, wHch ex-- 
tends from the; fouthem fuburbs of : Mocha, for fome miles - 
^>wards the inland^moantains.. There is no mark of.cultiyation : 
in tlus nei^borhood befits; and in this wood,, one^of the.' 
prindpal Banians has a country feat. We have no conveyance 
here, except affes, on which we ride about for our dnrerfiom la : 
one of our excurlions we called at this feat, which, is above^ 
lluree milea from the town, and on our way h<»ne, had an oppor- 
tiini^ of obierving a curious procefs in: the v^^able world.. 
It has already been taken notice of by naturalifts, but is too un- - 
cMumon to beknown to readers of every clafs.^ The.date-treea: 
were now in.bloflbms, and we remarked the Arabs to be bufied ' 
d>out the branches. It is neceffary to ingraft all fruit- trees, to > 
obtain good fruit i but the propagation of the date is in another 
nunner, and. intimately refembles that of the animal creation. . 
There is a male as well as fenMledate-rtreerwiuch arediitinguiihed^' 
1 from:; 
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{ram each ether by the color and fliape of dielilo&ms. The 
mak tree yields no fruit ; but the gaidoier muft be careful, o/erj 
ipring, to cull as many blol&ms from-the male, as will ferve his 
purpofe. One -of thcfe at Icaft he mufl: inwrap and bind op in 
a bloflbm of the female tree j without ^rhach ihe will prove as 
barren as the male. The Angularity of this operation, is height- 
ened by its being ttiicovared by a. people, who are at prefent 
groflly ignorant of every branch of natural philofpphy *. 

It is . to our refident that I am indebted for an ingenious 
CQn}e£faire, relative to the barren coafts of Arabia Felix, with 
which I fhall clolJb my remaks on this celebrated territory. For 
the fpace of fifteen or fixteen miles from die beach, the land 
rifes on a gradual afcmt towards the foot of the mountains.' 
Here the icene fiiddenly chants from a &ndy wafte, to a vn*- 
dant and fertile foil ; from a jfiiardty of palatable wato-, to a 
..profufion of chryft^ fprings and running ftreams. In this dcikrt 
barrier tlure are found quanl^ies of ihells, and other predu^ons 
of tjie ocean, which leem to have lain there for many ages : thiSk 
j<nacdfio tfae-fliehrii^appeaitance of tfaegmand; renders the idea 
vxcy prahsbkr that this tra& of land has-been- won from> the fta, by 
tfa£&cret operations of nature. There is, indeed; no iaforoia- 
tion to be gxtbersd of this event, am«ig a people whd& annals 
carry no perfpicuity with them, beyond the daffs- of eheir pr<^hetv-' 
Bat the perpendicular fhores of the c^ppofite coacft «f Affica, 
upoiL which the waters m ay have proportioikably encreachedk are 
an additional evidence in iavov of this opinion. No fltrai^r, 
in travetiing this ihore, could pebbly ccmceive her right ta the - 



* There is little force in this compliment^ when it i> known that the £g)rptiaiu 
have fo far improved on this mode, as to plant onl^ a male date-tree in the middle 
of man^ females. The wind fcatters the male feed, which impregnates the ^qiale 
toee, without the trouble of ihcAiabiaa cultuie.^ 
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title of Happy. But place him in her middle regic^s, beneath her 
{)3^ -dropping woods, and amidft her ddightful vales, where 
tike fraks of everj' cHmate canrt his tafte, and the fereeees of. 
caiBa r^eih his feaikSy and he will pronounce,' that flie juftly 
retions the flatter^ appellation with which flie was honored by 
lfae.antienrt;a.. 

Oa the 1 6th of April we had competed <wr wood and water, 
and taken on board a fufiicient fl»cfc of- provifion to ferve «s mi 
e«r paflage. We ohearfiilly embarkMi therefore, on the Adven- 
tare, captain Baccwi, and with an additional paflcnger from Indifi, 
^read our fails for the long-wiflied-fer pott of Sate. Fot fbme 
days we were favored with a fiur breeze, and modefate weather : 
but the wind changed fiiddenfy to the northward, atid began to 
Blow with great vi^ence againft ns. The moon was now' at the 
&H, and we were to kxA for a continmmce of the gale.' In 
narrow feas tKe waters are foon agitated ; and we exptirienccrf 
iiicfc a^ disagreeable motion, from the inc^^t wooing -of the 
, ve^l, that fome of my feflow-paflenger s were again confined to 
thar cabbins. As for my own part, I have had the good for-' 
tune to be free from ficknels during o«r tedious voya^, if I 
oxcept an head-flch of four-dsys ftandBng, which I c<Hi!idcr, in- 
deed, 39 a natural infirmity. Our hopes were once- more revived,' 
fi-OTB the winds abating. We-Were by this titoie in the latitude 
of Judda j.and though the wind was ftill contraty, we made a 
fliift tocreepon daily- towards our deJired port. Our greateftf 
jtfogrefa was from ten to twenty nules in our way. We could" 
not, with propriety, run more than thirty miles upon one tack } 
and it was our cuftom to make one fliore about fim-fet, then to 
tec^, and Aand for the c^pofite fide, until day-lM'eak. 

We had beaten up in tihis manner, to the 24th degree of north 

latitude, and. were within 150 leagues of Suez, when, in the 

bemoan of the 6th of May, wedifcorered breakers ahead. The" 
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-veflel's head waa to the north-eaft, and the captaio judged him- 
fcif, from his journal, to be in mid-channd. It may be Aip- 
pofed. therefore, that this drcumftance much alarmed us, a$ 
nothing but a ftrong eafterly current, could have thrown us 
among the rocks and {hoals, with which this part of the Arabian 
coaft abounds. Nor were our fears without foundation. The 
weather had been {o luizy all day, that we could icarcely fee two 
leagues diftance. The vellel had been put abput at the alarm 
before recited, and we were failing with great fecurity towards 
the open fea, when the d^arting fun warned us of the de- 
ftruftion on which we were running. The iky cleared up for a 
moment as the fun fet, and pref^ited to pur view, a line of 
rocks and flioals immediately before us, and on which, in a 
quarter of an hour, we muft have ftruck, had not Providence, 
in this unexpe^cd manner, delivered us from the ravenous deep. 
The moft experienced among us were appalled at this ^^t. We 
had breakers to the northward and weftward of us» and an un- 
known coaft to the eaft. The wind fortunately favoring the 
only fafe courfe -wtuch was now Uh us, the veflel wore and 
flood to the fouthward ; her two boats being fent a mile ahead to 
lead the way. In this manner we proceeded until midnight, 
when one of the boats fired a gun, as a fignal of diftrefs. Our 
£iils were backol on this alarm j and the boat pre&ntly bore 
down to inform us, that (he heard the furf break dofe to her, 
and that there was no ground with fifty fathom of line. Our 
danger now became prefiing. We were expoled to impencUng 
deftni£tion while the velTel was in motion, and there was no 
probatnJity of finding anchorage for her on this coaft. 

In this dilemma the vefiel's head was put towards the laiul. 
The .weather happily continued moderate, and we made a fhife 
to fteer clear of the perils that endrded us, thoiigh not with- 
out frequent alarms. So defperate did our fituation aj^ear, &> 

few 



y Google 



[ '7 ] 
ftw wote fhe chancer of fiUtty, that about two in the morning 
I retired to my cabin, aad iecured what little money and va- 
tnables I could coavcnisntly carry about me. I loaded my pif- 
tohf and took out a packet of conieqnence from my cheft, n^ch 
I heift by me, in e^e3atton of the veflel's ihiking on the rocks. 
In cafe of fuch. an accident, we were only to truft to our boats 
for our d^jvecance. TMs we had learnt from the captain and 
officers of the ihow Atzrora, which was Aiipwrecked oa this 
part of the cn^ znt fix months preceding our arrival. We 
met them at Mocha on.diar rctutn to India; and were advifed 
of IJie particnbtrs. of dicir difafier, which doubled our a^^re- 
henfions at tixe pie&nt crifis. The Aurora bad been ftani^iig, 
likeu^ fica*.the Ar^iaa coaA^ and juft before day-break, flie 
ftnick, without the leaft warning, on a funken rock, fiy the 
vi(denceo£ the winl, fliewasdrires io iar upon the rock, as to 
bulge her bows, while at her Stem no ground was to be found with 
ninety £adiotu of fine. It was impolUfale that the veflel could 
hddiloog. together in this ^ttaotn and tha oqitain and crew 
Iw^ifcacccly time to take tx> thedr: boats, when flie.{eparatcd and 
ffinlt down. Tlure was. an iflaod in ^4ew, to whick they made* 
and w^ttdk wouM have prdbrved them from flnpwreck, had the 
day brdu but half an hoar fomier. But we were at length re- 
berod from our perpteid^. With conftant funding we tut 
^^Kin a narrow bank in £% fathom, and joyfully dropped an 
andior at four^UL the jnoming. There waa no ground, however, 
to be found, by the boats, that founded round the vefiel. The 
bottom was rocky i at^ ihiHild the wind fireflien, there was little 
d^oidance to be placed i^n our anchtnr. Our &tisfa£tion 
confequently was imper6e£fc and precarious. 

The li^t, which had been fo long expc&ed, now dawned, an^ 
oiabled us at leaft, to difcover the dangers that lurked around 
vs. At the fun roie over the coaft, we plainly difcerned the 
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mountains of Arabia'; and to the fplendor of that glonous lu- 
minaiy, we were once more indebted for .a gleam of hope, to 
revive our drooping fpirits. We haftened therefore to take ad- 
vantage of this intelligence. We weighed oar anchor, with as 
much expedition as the depth of water would admit of, and were 
rejoiced to get it fafe on board again. Our cour& was ftill di- 
reded towards the land, which was often obfeored by the mifts 
which hung over it. About noon we were xrloft enough to dif- 
tinguiih a large town, whiqh, from, our charts we concluded to 
be Yambo. To this town we attempted to get. After various 
intricate traverfes, as the channel between the fands and. rocks 
occafioncd, we arrived at the mou& of the harbour, withouft 
which there is no ground, though .the boats founded at the edge, 
of the ihoals. 

And now did we heartily congratulate ourfelves on the- con^' 
clulion of our troubles. We had heard at Mocha of the hbf- 
pitality of this port, from the very perfons who had owed to tho 
inhabitants, their life and freedom. Captfun Adams,, and ths 
furvivors of the fnow Aurora before mentioned, had been re- 
leafed by the governor of. Yambo from, the hands erf the wild 
-Arabs. Thefe banditti had ieized them, on their reaching the 
continent in thdr boat, ftripped them of their cloaths, and 
brought them here with a view of felling them.. Not content 
with this aft of humanity, he had fumilhed them with camels* 
and generoufly fuppUed them with money and neceffaries to carry 
them to Judda, where they were certain of finding Englifh 
vcffels. Nay, the very commerce that is carnal on between the 
Engliih and the inhabitants of Judda, which, as well as Yambo^ 
is fubje£t to the Xerif of Mecca, diipelled any doubt which might 
arife concerning the good faith of thefe people. We knew that 
there were feveral Englifh veffels at Judda at the very time. We 
had landed a confiderable fum of money at Mocha, which was a 
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prefent from the nabob of the Caraatic to the temple' of Mecca ; 
and we doubted not of meeting with the moft favorable treat- 
ment at a place, which is in the neighborhood of Medina. 
How (Um is the perception of mortals ! What avails their boafted 
&gacity{ Thcar funds of lettered knowledge ! Their idle dreams 
of fecurity I What appears the moft reconcileable to their judg- 
ment, turns out in the experiment, to have been trufted without 
caufe^ and embraced wil^out the evidence of conviction ! 
. I have been the more particular in recapitulating the circum- 
ftances, on which we built a confidence in theie people, as 
there are not wonidng perfons, idle and malicious enough, to 
condemn even .the..fte{)$, ;b}r which their £:llow-.cceatares have 
entailed mifery and deftruCtion upon themfelves. The captain 
would have been cenfured for bringing his velTel into an un- 
civilized port, and the credulity of the paflei^ers held up in a 
ridiculous light, for trufting themfelves among a favage tribe* 
imverfed in the tender offices of humanity, and unreftrained' by 
the laws of focial life. And to fuch this recital will l>e of ufe. 
While the generous brdaft fliall plead our caufe, and make al- 
lowances for the fmlty of oitr natures, thole worfe than Arab 
^irits Ihall be robbed of the enjoyment of their fpleen, and of 
liberty to pafe fentence upon us, unheard. Entangled in a chain 
of fands and rocks, without a correct chart to dire£t uA, or a 
feaman on board acquainted with the path of fafety, there re- 
muned no alternative but to enter a port, that leemed to open 
her friendly arms for our rdief. We were certain there were 
pilots hete who could conduct us to Suez > and to efcape ihip^ 
wreck at lea, neceffity would have obliged us to- hazard flaugbter 
afhore, even had we not been taught to look for the moft hof- 
pitable reception. It will appear in the <ourie of this narrative, 
that had we not confidered the-veflfel's &fety prior to our own, 
our lives had probably never been endangered, and we had 
D 2 efcaped 
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■efcapcd a fund of texible and difquietude. But to oor ig- 
norance of the Arabian policf muft our conduct be attributed^ 
and that oppofition, which Ijroiight us to the brink of de- 
ftruftion. 

As the adventures wMch befd ut In this place, irere either im- 
Biediatdy committed to paper, or ai foon as I could regain a 
eommunication widi the pen, I will beg leave to deviate from the 
mode which 1 liavo hitherto obftrved, and keep a diary of our 
future tran&fbons. A tale of diftrefi is not only moiie intereft- 
ag when thni divided, but more capable of fpirit and accuracy. 
I a^ not the colours of ££tion tx> brighten a pi^rc, which 
cannot fail to >&&, wluB reprefented .by the Cnapleft toociiea 
of natorel 

WEDNESDAT, 7th May 1777. 

Oa, the ^(KmPoB of tins d^y we andioted at tke entrance of 
Yambo harbqr: W-e had -fcarcely taken a view of the town 
tltfo«ifh our glaffis. wh«i we pero^ved a boat rowing towatdi 
us, lyhich bn»^t on board an Arab of a venerabk aid pleafing 
a^xd, His appearance befpoke him ci no common rank, and 
■w^ prefently found Ijiat he was a Shi^, and one of tlie osemberi 
of government. This pecibii^ was chwged wkh the compli- 
SAants^of the governor, or as he is h«re ilylod, the Viaier of Yambo> 
and his c<>a([atu)Mi«na »e our arrival ia a port, where we flwuld 
want fet nothing that was in his power ts ^ord. Keftelhmentt 
»e nat in little need of. 3iit ouf ^^iat« wen dated with thf 
pw&r «f a piat, which the vi^er ju&ly divined to be the uetiv* 
oi our errand. 

Ii^ a few m^utes a fccond boat reitched our veflel,. fatm 
which a&efidefi m AbjiQiDiaa Have, haadibmely oiaatbed and 
atwed aflnitbefAMMioCtiH«PUBti3!> Hftfioirelio bevneof 

the 



yGoogle 



t " ] 

the vizier's giurd, and came witb an4nritation from his mafter, 
to fovor him with our company on ihorc. W* were much takeit 
vnth the {veedom of thc& people's behavior ; and though the/ 
acknowledged to ns, that no European vefiel had put into their 
{»rt iMfore, «re entertaiaod no diftmft of their fincerity, and 
KadUy promifed to talie advantage of the vizier's politenefsj 
There w«m fereral erf us in the fliip who talked the Moor fauw 
gnagia, and were equally deceived by the old Ihaik, vrho was a 
Patan, and undeiAxid it perfeftly. Me coovoried With fuch 
eaft and gravity of . &cei tfaat^ the eye of fafpicion might have 
heta ItiUedadeep, and a^ idalf tdazedeifbtfeverityefa^hioB. 

After regalmg them with coffee and tea, of which. they wil- 
Isigly partook, we difantilfid them vtith aAvice of our intentions 
to go on Ihore in the mocAing. The preKminarids were sdfuftedt 
and we agmd to fidnte the fort at fsh>.rif(), irlin thcie raofSiiw 
gers pnimifeitti GOJne on bowd forin, 

Tlit/IiSDAY, 8th May.' 

I was awakened this' moftiihg by ^i Teffel's' fiiute, whielt 
was irregolaily returned by the fert. As fo*li a» breaifaft *M 
over, 1 went into the long-boat with Ifte- eapli^, two fupercar-^ 
goes, our' interpreter, and three' |>aJfehgeps, who Hk fcoutMl for 
England as weft as myftlf. We were acebihpamed by our ftr^ 
vants in a filher-boat, dnd' ahottt the midUlb of the haAer, were 
met by the oldihaifc, the Abydhnlair, and cMiers of tte vitier's 
trwi, who had been fent to condnS ns aflmre. As we paffed a 
decayed caftle aa an angle of the fort, a very laughable incident 
occurred. A gunwajfired from Aenee to weleome as to ^am^ 
bo J but foch a <)uantSty of mbbiflr fell down from the itiedr, 
and'fndi a duA obfcuted the pUce, as immediatay intertmpted 
' the 
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the falute, and induced the garrifon to confult their own iafety» 
by an omiOton of the compliment intended us. Indeed, £b 
ruinous an appearance did the walls and buildings of tliis town 
exhibit, which had not probably been repaired fmce the days of 
Mahomet, that our contempt of it increafed to a 4egree, that 
would have ridiculed the idea of danger. At . our landing we 
were met by fome officers of the vizier's, houfhold, and uihered 
in great ftate to an apartment by the fea-fide. Here were afiem- 
bled fundry of the principal inhabitants, who were ieated oa 
carpets, agreeably to the oriental cuftom. Tho^ wete i;hiurs 
provided for aor reception, and we were liervcd wi'di colfi^e aa4 
perfumes. 

After an hour's delay, at which we were fomewhat furprized, 
but have lince been able to account for, the mazier Ssnt to ac- 
quaint us of his being ready to fee us. We were accordingly at- 
tended in the fame mamiCT a$ before, to a building within the 
fort, and introduced to this minifter. He received us fitting ; 
it bang «nufual with the Arabs to ri& up, to falute thole of an 
inferior rank. We advanced however, towjards him, by the di- 
re^on<of ourinteipreteTi on which he put his right hand to 
lus breaft with a {light inclination of his head, and gave it to 
£ach of us, as a token of his amity. Of all the MulTulmeQ 
whom I haveyfit &en, the vizier of Yambo is the faireft. With- 
jmt th^ .mixture of red and .white, that dlilinguiOies Europeans 
•from Afiatics, Jiis .complexion did not yield to any of our com- 
pany. His eyes black and j^arklingj his nofe aquiline, and his 
jcountenance expre0ive of great fwftetnels and ienfibility. He 
.^cmed to be between thirty and forty years of age, an4 was not , 
the leaft embarrafied by the {u*efence of ilrangers, whom he only 
^ew by report. We had been furprized at, the d^rtment oi 
.'the vizier's fervants yefterday. But that was a fcene of little 
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ftdmiration, when compared with the !Uidtence we now obtained.' 
The inlprcflion will never ■ be effaced from my mind. The 
powers of Garrick would, if poffible, fall fhort, to fupport the: 
countenance and' addrefs of the vizier during an interview of- 
two hours, in \i4rhich fuch complicated deceit and villainy wcrff 
tried, 'as thifow the crooked politics of Machiavel far behind ! : 
After'thfefirflr ceremonies were over, and the coflfeeandper-v 
ftinies bitJiight in, the vizier repeated his offers of ^dUftance. 
He profelTed a greaf refpeft fbrthe Englifh nation, and a.regard 
for the nabob of Arcot— in whofe fervicc the captain had dec 
«kifed himi^f-*^or his generous attention- to the poor of Mecca.^ 
He flattered us with the profped of getting eaiily to Suszj' 
and as we were 'm want of a pilot, he&ntforthe.captain of fhe 
port, to examine him in our prefence, touching our future paQ 
flge. Nothing could, be- more plaufible thaa this behavior. 
We were profiife in. our acknowledgments of the ralnifter*s> 
goodnefs, and little imagined that the man who was iiimmoned. 
before us, had been tutored for the purpofe, <luring. our. ftay at 
the fhaik's houfe^ 

' In a fhort time- tWs officer appeared, and was qtleflioned by 
the mazier Mmfelf on the certainty and length of our voys^e ta 
Suez. The particulars of this converfation were conveyed to 
us by our interpreter, who ftood between. them. It had long 
been pur fear, that the foutJierly winds were exhaufted, and 
that the nonherly- monfoon' was about to^iet in; which would 
inevitably prevent our further progrefs. And it wae^on thefe 
points l^t the pilot inlifted. He exprefled his doubts o£- 
maldng the parage, and his apprehenfions of endangeiing ah. 
Englifh veflel ; the confequehce of which he could not aniwcr. 
At length he pofitively declined the luidertaking, as. hazardouai 
and impra£licable. Much ai^gument did the viziei- ufe to render: 
him compliant. He threw- out the^ lure of the reward, which 
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1u8 £ucce& woud entitle him to.; and evea aSe^ed to be i^toekei 
at his prefiimption and pufiUaiunuty. He fubmitted tlw matter 
to ourieWeSy and offered, if we plcafed, to feod the pili^ uk 
irons on board our veffd. To Haia violence it maj be Toj^fipdj 
we univcrlaUf diiTented ; at the &me time that we declared ova 
fenfii of this mark of the minifter's fiiend(b^). The h(^ j^ikA 
was therefore difmiiled, and another {eot fi>r» whoqa the. vUier 
pretended to judge would be more traftahle. But with him 
we had no better liuxefi. He was equally badnvwd vradii tk« 
former, to talse diarge of the vefleL$ auid after much 6}tUe p^r-; 
fiia&n, the minifter turned round to us in doming tcouiUe, and . 
exiKcSed his r^rct at cnir bad fortune. 

The«iq>taia now totally abandoned all diou^ts of pvecuduig 
further j and was content with, the promife (^ a pilot to carry 
him to J^dda ; tiie port to which dieihip. was ordiKnl*. in.cufit 
of the lois of her pai&ge to Suez. The travelleis deffined for 
Europe, now prefeired dieir petitiosu We ttqucftod a boat, to - 
tranfpoit us to Sue^ with our baggage ; uid; infomafld.the vi^er 
of our being ieverally charged with packets for the Baft fodia 
Con^any^ b«th from the nabob o£ Accofc and ^e goviemor of 
Madras. To this he gave a gradaus.aflent -, and the pilot onr 
gaged to fit out a boat for us in five days. Nay,, the price of his 
trouble ,waa fixed at 50 dtrilars, which apparcntiiy cseceeded hu eifr 
peftati(»i3. Our conference had been J^am out to a gf!ca£longUl» 
and as our baftncTs was difpatched, we made a molma to eetifOt 
It was our intention to have repaired immediate feo the velTel*. 
where dinner was provided.: but the vizier acquainted, us at. oor 
departure, that he had direfted refrcAimeots to be peered, for 
us at the fhaik's houfe, of which he hoped wd i^ottld^pArCalH^ 
As the day was pretty faa advanced, and we travellers w^e 
anxious to adjuft the particulars of our v(^age with the pilot,. 
we unwittingly fwaliowed the bait which was thrown out for 
9 . »«# 
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V«^ and retanwd with the old ftiaik to his houfe. little dream- 
ing th^ it would become the theatre of our troubles I 
■ On a candid rei^ew of the foregoing icene, even oa the very 
day it occurred, I cannot charge my memory with a iingle cir- 
cumftance, by which the fincerlty of the vizier was liable to 
iiilpici<m. So well' was the plot, laid, with fuch addreis did the 
principal chara^ers conduS: theralelves, that never fiction ib 
happily afTumed the air of truth. The Aighteft alarm would 
probably have prevented the confequences which .enfined, as 
none of us imagine the flisuk or his attendants were authorized 
to oppofe our deportuK, had we made an effort to regain.our 
boat, inftead t)f returning to the houfe of our ccmdu^or. But 
we were* lulkd into a fecurity, that was particularly ftrength-^ 
rned on the part of us travellers, from an inforniation which 
the vizier g^ve us. Two EiigliQ> gentlemen h^d been recom^ 
mended to Ms good office^ by the Xerif his-maAerj and he had 
dt^atehed them with a packet to Sues, but a few days before 
our arrival. This circumftance encouraged our hopes. We 
conceived the packet to be the j[ame, w^ich a captain Dibdin 
was ehsrged with from the ufu<ped adminiAration at Madras ; 
and we were emulous'of not being outftripped in a racej, where 
we contended without reproach. 

We had not been half an hour at the fliaik's houie; whe^ 
a mefienger came to fumii>mi our interpreter to tl^ vin&c'f 
prefence. . This man was an Arab by birth, and had performed 
a pilgrisn^ to Mecca; an a£t of devotion which every trap 
Muffiilinan undertakes, either in peribn or by proxy, before he 
dxd. From this he had detained the title of Hadgy. He was 
s'Jhrewd J^ofiUe fellow, and proved of .in^tc fervice^.us. i^ 
iibB ibqudi; by letting us into the de$gns of 1^ countrymen 
-He returned after a ihort ab&nce, with evident niarks of fur*- 
.^irize in his countenance, which (oQti coomnuiucated itfelf to 
, ■ 'i E our 
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our breads, by the meffage he brought. It imported; that the 
vizier could rendcrus no afliftance, until he received ah order 
from the Xerif of Mecca concerning us ; and that it would be 
advifeable for the captain to-direft the officer on board, to 
bring the veffel into the harbor. Such a contradiftion in his 
conduct immediately opened our eyes to the wrong that was in- 
tended us ; and we began to think of the beft method, to ex- 
tricate ourfelves from the fnare we had fallen into. A retreat to 
our boat naturally fuggefted itfelf : but our deliberations were 
ibon interrupted, by one of the company ebfei*ving from a win- 
dow, that there was a guard ■ upon the hbufe.. To be certified 
of this, I walked through an area that led to the gateway, 
which I found bcfct by a troop of foldiers. There was now no- 
thing left us, but to put the beft face on the matter. We fent 
the interpreter back to the vizier, with expoftulations on the 
duplicity of his behavior. We reminded him^of our ha^g 
come aihore at his own invitation ; and that he could not de- 
tain us, without a violation of the law of nations, and of hof- 
pitality : for a regard to which the Arabs were unK'erfally ce- 
lebrated. We demanded, what bufinefs he or his mafter could 
have with a velfcl, which had not entered their port, and was in 
want of nothing but a pilot, which it was at their option to 
afford her. We obferved the odium that would attend fuch pro- 
tcedihgr towards the property of a prince, to whom the Xerif was 
fo much . indebted^ both in refpeft to the commerce wMch he 
carried on with the port of Judda, and the very valuable prefcnt 
that our veflel had brought for the temple of Mecca. Finally, 
"we warned him, not to offer any inAilt to the Britifti flag, which 
%e moft barbarous nations had been taught to refpeft. The 
viterpreter was likewile bharged to demand an audience for the 
captain, that he might argue the matter with thenzier, But 
Has effort was unfucccTsful. The poor fcUow came back with a 
i long 
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long face, and brought a ftri£t injunction to the captain, to or- 
der the veffel into the harbor, and a defire that we would make 
ourfelves eafy, until the orders refpcfting us arrived, which 
would be in fix days at furtheft. The captain's fuit was declined; 
on pretoice of the vizier's being engaged with company. 

. We now confulted upon the fteps to be taken in this exi- 
gency. Our junftion with the ihip was infallibly cut off. The 
marinors who had been left to take care of the boat, had by this 
time, been fcnt to the place of our confinement. From them 
we learnt, that our boat was carried to an unknown part, at 
the Dwment of their fcizure. Our own detention was confe- 
quently confirmed, and the efcape of the veflel from the handa 
of thcfe robbers -^ for fuch we regarded them — was the point 
to which we turned our views. Indeed, we confidered her as 
the anchor by which ovi lives were held. It was impo0ible to 
anfwer for the forbearance or humanity of people, who had 
broken' through the moll lacred precept of their religion, in 
their treatment of us, .Ihould they once get the veHel into thdr 
pofleiHon, by whofe means alone the circumftances of our de- 
tention could be brought to light. With our concurrence there- 
fore, the captain wrote a pofitive order to lus chief mate, ta 
wdgh or flip his anchor, with the firft favorable wind, make 
the beft of his way to Judda, and there communicate our ftory 
to the captains of the Englifh vefiek. And even this fcheme 
appeared to us by no means as fafe or feafible. The veflel lay 
in a narrow channel, with ihoals and breakers on each fide of 
her i and the northerly winds prevailed the greateft part of the 
day, which obftra£ted her departure. Add to this, that her paf- 
fage to Judda was dangerous without a pilot ; to the chance of 
procuring which, the officer muft have trulled to the coafting 
boats. But all obilacles funk under the preflure of neceffity. The 
captain and fupercargoes were inore particularly interefted in the 
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prefervation of the veffcl and cargo ; and among the valuables that 
the pa^ngers had on board, I chiefly oonfi^efed a packtft, which: 
a noMe friend • had entrufted to a fcftow-travella- and mylelf: 
We were, perhaps, fingutar in our concern for fotee moveable 
or other. But we were unanimous in our defire, that ^he i^tflel 
which contained it, ftiould get beyond the reach of thefe }po3efs, 

While our interpreter was difpatched with tMs letter ttJ thfe 
vizier, to give a very o^ofite explanation of the ccntertts, 
which their utter ignorance of our language endiled him to do 
with fecurity, we fate d<nvn upon a carpet, to partake of a im- 
gal meal whkh the old Ihaik had fct before us. It confifled of 
ftewed mutton, gamiflied with rffw onions. Flat cakes of ■ flour 
were our plates, and our fing«:s ftood us in Kcu of knives and 
forks. Notwithftanding the agitatitMi oF ouf nunds, and this 
unufual inethod of eating, w6 made a (hift to dear the £lh in a 
few nunntes, to the no finall admiration of the fhaifc -and his 
Attendants. The natives of Arabia are very temperate in their 
diet J and tfcoogh we found that the lower clafs woorfd drink 
i^nrituous 'lifpiora to eiKtefs, we have reafon to believe, " that 
ijie better fort generally adhere to the precept of the Alcoran, 
which fisrlwds the ule of ihem. Pure water is thtar common 
<!raught, and with "this we wwe obliged to crown our meafl. 

Our watches had adviied us of its being pall five o'clock, when 
flie interpreter returned with an order to the fhaik, to fend a boat 
off with the letter. It now occurred to us, that the captain 
had better proffer hinlfelf to execute the vizier's pleafure. His 
«fcape would have proved an additional fccnrity to the veflel ; 
and though we almoft de^aired of fuccefs, we omitted not our 
endeavors ^o cany this point. The raptain and, the two foper-. 
cargoes'were fcparately propofed to be the bearer of the orders j 
hat all that we could obtain, m the courfe of two hours foUci- 

• The right honorable Lord Pigot. 

tation. 
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tation, w^ leave for a fervant to go off with the letter. It was 
now near eight o'clock, and we had the further mortifica- 
tion to be kept in fnfpcnce an hour longer, before the boat was 
ready. We felt for the fituation of the officers on board, who 
had expefted our return to dinner, and had received no iritelU- 
gence from ns fincc wc had been afhoi'e. We knew not wh^t 
defigns might be concerting agamft ihe veffel, which lay within 
half a mile of die coail: } and until the officers aboard were cau- 
tioned of the danger, our general fete was undetermined. Night 
had thrown her feble curtains around us, and treachery and ftrata- 
gem, which fliun the light, might now be bufy for our deftruftiori. 
We wefc entangled in thofe toils, with whiph the dauntlefs lion 
ftruggles in vain. The p^e glimmering of a lamp fervcd juft 
to alfdrd Tis a fight of each other; and the pofture of a part of 
our guard, ^p had civilly inti'uded themfelves into the rpom, 
where gentlemen, fervants, and mariners, to tfie number of twen- 
ty, were crouded together. The fea furrounded three fides of our 
prifon, and the other was fecured by a ftrong body, armed with 
matchlock?, piftols, and fabresi Though it afterwards appeared, 
that our fituation could be more alarming than at this period, 
I Ihould think fuch another hour dearly purchafed with the 
wealth of the eaft. I can truly affirm, that when death leemed 
unavoidable, when the minifters of vengeance ftood ready to 
perform its mandate, my thoughts were more collefted, .and my 
relblution. more confirmed. So prfeferable is the knowledge of the 
worft which can befall us, to a ftate of uncertainty I 

But our minds were at length relieved by the arrival of the 
boat« which took our fervant from the window of our apart- 
ment. A defperate fcheme now fuggefted Itfelf for our efcape, 
but was rcjcfted, on a convidlion of its folly. There was a guard 
in the boat as well as in our room ; and we had obferved ibl- 
diers planted on the walls, as ipies upon our motions. To have 
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regained our fwords, the only weapons we had brought afhore, 
we muft have betrayed our defign. To make the attempt un- 
armed, would have been worfe than madnels. We theceforc ctMi- 
tented ourfclves with adding verbal inftruftions to the fervant, for 
the officer's pofitive departure, and prepared to take that repofe, 
which the circumftances we were under, might allow of. But 
here, we reckoned without our hoft. SlMp and we were - not 
fo near, as we cxpefted. The boat had not long left us, when 
we obferved forae of the domeftics remove the carpets, which 
had been Ipread for our beds. We had not time to indulge our 
conjeftures on this incident, when the old fhaik appeared, and 
with much apparent concern acquainted us, that it was the 
vizier's order, we fhouM be confined in an upper apartment 
of the houfe during the night. The place to which he poiated, 
was a tower,, agajnft which our very natures revoUejl. ^ The or- 
der itlelf had a black appearance j and though It turned out to 
be only meant for the better fecuring our perfons, it is no 
wonder that feme among us Ihould attribute it to be a project, 
for the readier perpetration of their villainous, purpofes. In 
ihort, it was agreed upon to oppofe the execution of this order 
to the utmoll -, and though aflual reHftance was equally vain 
and bopelefs, we found the good effefts of not tamely fubmltting 
to this indignity. The Ihaik was charged to tell the vizier, 
that we would hot go to the dungeon allotted us, unlefs com- 
pelled by force of arms j and again to warn him of treating us 
harlhly. And this commiffion was fo faithfully executed, that in 
about an hour, our carpets were returned to us, and we were 
delivered from further perfecution for the prefent. 

Our ipirits were much raifed by the fuccefs of this meafure j 
and we began to entertain hopes that no violence was intended 
us. Our late diftre& became the fSbjeft of mirth j and we af- 
fefled to regret, that our ftory would not be enriched with the 
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adventure of the round tower. We fcetook ourfelves, without 
repining* to our humble lodging on the ground ; and I enjoyed 
a very comfortable nap until day-break, although my noftrils 
were plentifully regaled with the fumes of tobacco, from the 
pipe of one of our guard, who had taken poft in the feat of a 
window above me. 

FRIDAY, 9th May. 

When I awoke this morning, I found our fervant had re- 
turned, with an anfwer from the chief mate ; which exprefied 
his concern for our fituation, and his intention to get away 
with the firfl: favorable wind, agreeably to the captain's direc- 
tions. This was very pleaHng intelligence ; and we drank the 
coffeewhich was now brought us, without complaining of its 
being unpalatable. The Arabs never adulterate their coffee with 
jugar or milk. Thefe are quite an European addition; as is 
the cafe likewife with refpeft to tea, which is drank pure in 
China. I muft acknowledge, that I prefer our method of pre- 
paring thefe articles of luxury; but were we to ufe tea and 
coffee in fuch quantities as the natives of thofe countries, we 
fiiould neither find them pleafant nor falutary, when mixed 
with other ingredients. There is Icarce an hour pafles in the 
day, that coffise is not ferved up here; and their coloons, or 
pipes, are never from their mouths, but whoi they are at meals 
or afleep. 

Our attention was engaged the whole morning towards our 
vcffcl, which we could fee very plainly from the windows of 
our apartment. The wind began to blow from the northward ac- 
coMing to cuftom, and before noon encreafed with fuch vio- 
leofx, as not only to cut off the poffibility of her departure, but 

even 
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even to ^arm us for her fafety j as ihe rode without the h«r- 
bor, and lay expofed to all the fury of the fea and weather. 
We now plotted f<H' the recovery of our boat; the abience of 
which, with the prime poit of her crew> might occafion the lofs 
of the. vefTel, in cafe of her parting her cable. For this purpc^e 
we difpatched our interpreter to the vizier, who was entrufted 
to exprefs to him our doubts of the officer's obedience. We 
remarked that the wind blew into the harbor, and the veflel had 
made no motion to weigh her anchor and Hand in j and we at- ' 
tributed the officer's backwardnefs to hi» entertainmg a notion, 
that the orders whkh he bad received> had been extorted .frotn, 
us. As a means, therefore, of fatisfying him, we propel .that 
the vizier would permit our boat and mariners to go on board, 
with- a fecond order from the captain, and a declu'aldcm of our 
having done nothing by c<»npulfi<M< At the fame time we in- 
finuated,, that the iight of our boat and poople would overcome 
any fcnipies, which the office might have haHwrcd in. hia 
bieaft. 

The whok day was fp«nt in this negotiati<Mi, a&d we began 
to think it would prove fruitlefs, when this crafty mioifter was 
failed at his own weapons, and allowed htmfelf to be egr^ioufly 
duped. An Arab lx>at with a guards however, was ordered ta 
accompany ours j and the tiaptain wrote, a fecond letter to the 
officer, conjurmg him to depart by the Erft opportunity, and ' 
to detun the fhip's boat, and v«£um our ftxvant on tbe othcr^ 
He alfo dire6ied him to appear enraged at the contents of the 
letter, and to declare to the Arabfr that he wotild fail at day- 
break. We took this (^ip6rtuiuty to &nd on board for a fliiffc 
or two of linen ; a oHiveaience whif:h we had been two days 
debarred of, and which, in other circumftaaces* would have been 
fufficiently diftreffing in a warm climate. I had ieveral valuablea 
5 about 
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about nie; "but I had not a thought of prerervlttg any thii^ from 
pillage, except the picture of a dear- lifter^ which I had worn, 
.for many years about my neck. From this bofom-friend did I 
now refolve to part ; and the moft fenfible pang which I en- 
dured in our captivity, was at the moment of my delivering- this 
{^ure into the hands of ^e fervant, who was going off to th« 
veflel. I was afliamed of my weaknefs, and retired to a window 
in order to conceal a tear, which rofe in my own defpite, from 
the fountidn of affeftion ! , - ■ 

We were entertained by our hofpitablc fliaik with a dinner, 
fimilar to tfiat of yefterday j with the addition- however of water- 
meloaSf which are much larger and finer here than in India. 
Jt is but doing him juftice to fay, that he has behaved to us with 
the greateft .civility and attention ; infomuch, that our food it 
frequently ferved up with his ofwn hands; We were inquiiitiv6 
about the vizier's intentions, but could get nothing out .of the 
old man, except exhortations to patience, -and hc^es of a fpeedy 
anfwer from Mecca. The lufpence we live in, is th<e greater 
hanUhip which we : labor under. . In other refpefts, our fitaa- 
tion' is as' comfortable as pri£>ners could expedt, -Our very- 
guard are as civil as their manners will admit oii and though 
tbdr prefence is troublefbme enough, we have hitherto met with 
none of th<^e infults, which the petty tyrants of our own coun- 
try are ib apt to exercife over the poor wretches in their cuT- 
tody. Though we have fallen into the hands of an arbitrary 
govaTiment, we have not become the preyof its fervile and un- 
feeling inftruments. 

About ninfe o'clock at- night we were, advertized of the return 

of the Arab boat, but witiiout our fervant or Hnen; the Arab^ 

having been fo intimidated at the ofiicer'& affe£fcation of anger, as 

to: leave the velTel wkb precipitation. This news was commu- 
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)»5Ctedi(« us b; our liaft, «rho famed much, luijwtzeit at tht 
pr«ft)i«f tiott 9l^ thi offinc tvKxis bis c^lain, which li« cooU 
|>y aOi meais reconcile to ht9 owa iiisas of fobordinarioa to liii 
{^liora. Our onljt concern «ai die want of (he liiwn, and 
(bae \i<fit>et that wo bad 6ot for. fiat ne cw^lwt «ii4ctve< 
wi^b- the thoughts of procuring thentiaths monui^ bf fome acci^ 
4tMi t/e otbar > and in the mean time compofed ourleh>e> tO' nft.' 

SATURDAY, loth May. 

ttit UA night was palled in tfae^fa^u manner at tKe Stfl, e*^ 
cept that we were left crouded, by the departure of our boat's cnvr; 
RCiffcumftance not inunalKrial in an hot climate, whervouraport- 
Dient did nvt mcaOice more than fixttan £iet by ten. F rofii be- 
fore 4ay-br«*kr and going out on'a finalt tenjace bounded b; the 
ftib bi tiK benefit of the moiiiihg ai>, was forpiized at the 
fiMiftdr of £tmale voitfes, .winch feemed at no great diftance, I 
looked' up» ; and &FUnd it to proceed fram tbewindowsaboveme^ 
tkft lattices, t^ vrbicli. were now openv and filled with wemen^ 
Tliefe were members of the oU Jhajl^t finnilj, and I Sttte ims" 
fined that we could, meet with fiich tr«atmen« in the neighbor-* 
hoodof a.ftTaglio. Wehad accefstobutoneroomin this man^ 
fion>i lifae upper part. o£ which was conrecrated>t» beauty, under 
equal' isftrainfc witb ouifetret. Hoi we been ^Refied of tii< 
truefpirit of chivalty, we fluuldhan gkxied in our ikte, that 
enabfcd us to wear tlw fame chains i^cfa enfhnred the ftirt 
and, regardle^ of oar own deltiny, we Ifaould'onlyhave relblved 
how to ddiver tfat&. captive dainfeis: from, their enchanted caAle. 
Bat ala» ! there w8s>na.Quizate among us ; and we fbaU temaint 
a> a fignal inftanos of; the degeneracy of thefe latter titnei. 

Ii lifl^ad attauiydr. to tJaSatrwrnin, wAD'W»«'ver]*-earAe(ttf 
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, Google 



C 35 J' 
ngagedj and thongh I atn a ftranger to the Ambic laufgui^, I 
jlidged frtHB the mtaioiu vAiiti tiuy maAcvb of, tbtt *re •mftk 
the fiibjea« lot their tSrcomfe. - 1 eveit BBtttsttd- thyO^, that th^ 
were tmithed with pi^- at our fituaciei), froift the tones <>f theil' 
v(Hces at certain intcrrab t a»d, tkoogh the rsminttc notion) I 
nitertain of the general tandecfteA tad benevolmice -of «r<Mna<i' 
kind, n»yta«e}'«idetednie too iarigaine in thie ^artieular, I 
hafe not the ttaft doubt liilt they intercfted themrelves in «ur 
fafcly, and would have contributed to*ard9 our efrape. As 
the light dawned they found themfehes obfetved, and retired 
itam the windows, hut not without many rKpe£{M oheilaHces 
and to<^ of conuni&ratioA. 

About ftven o'clock the reflel Sred a gun and hoofed her 
foretop£ut, the cuftooUry fignats for (ailing : and we receive a 
letter fkotti the officer to this effeft. This he had fent by oai 
finaB boot with two failors; whom he could well i^tx to pro» 
Tide foi our neceffities, which wens become preffing. We noW 
got a tntffiige from ^ viiicr, denMndmg the refitlt of the ofii-1 
eei^» deoenniniition. To this we replied, that he ^11 denied the 
captttin^ authority over him, and was on the ^oint of failing 
itsi' Jadda, with theaeooatnt «f out detenttoAi Had' this 'ieOgci 
been fortunately executed, the-i»id which vft had in view, would 
ptohtbly h)iv« been ianlikntrtdi fcH- feeing his pnfy eGsape him. 
Which was theOiip, the vizier would, it is to be pteitlmedi HaV« 
IctK in >^r ttec kt Mr boat, Vt lumber tab unwerlhy td be 
wilh'heUl, ' . 

' By this tidie^the vefl*el was in niotian. The rocks -had cat her 
cable .as her crew were Weighing her anchor, and'lhe -fwung bo- 
c61y towasds a reef of breakers, before they could -bring her up' 
with another anchor. At this moment we tafted the bittemefr 
of anguifli. We plainly &* the veffel driving on deftruSion, 
and ftodd idle fpe^tors of a misfortune beyond our power to 
F 2 avert. 
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»vdrt. Our captain himfelf, a man of ikill and experience^ gave 
her up as loft ; and we vented the ebullitions of our rage, . in 
unpotent threats, and idle imprecations ota the author of our 
diftrefs. The horrors pf our fituation rufhed at once upon our 
minds. All hopes of relief would perilh with the veifel, and 
we be left at the mercy oi. a race, the profe0ed enemies of oue 
religion. The fears of dete&ion might infpire -them with the 
worft defigns; and though our lives might be remitted us, the 
more grievous alternative of pining away our days in flavcry^ 
cut off from a communication with our friends and country, 
might be our portion. Nor were thefe the ^iak fuggeftions 
of defpair. Every thing confpired to darken the profpe£l; be-^ 
fore us. Our hoft and guard had caught the alarm, and painted 
the danger of the vellel in fuch ftrong colors to- the vizier^ 
as induced him to permit us to fend our boat to heraflift- 
aiice. We gladly availed ourfelves of this clrcuraftance, though- 
the immediate danger was over before the boat reached the vef-^ 
&1, which now rode at anch<»: within a fathom of the rocks^ 
Had the wind encreafed as ufual, her refpite would have, been. 
hut fliort. But -Providence- decreed otherwife. The wdatber. 
proved fo . moderate the whole day, as to allow the officer tO: 
warp her into her old birth again. 

While he was employed in a talk that calmed the perturbatioa 
we were under, we obferveda ftrange boat pafs near him, and' 
make towards the town. At the fame time we heard the report 
of malkets, but could not <Ullinguifh, whether it came from- 
the vellel or the boat. We cannot lay pofitively, whether it 
vas a fcheme to entrap us, or that the vizier really fuppo^ 
our people had commenced hoftilities agdnft the Arabs ; but fb 
it was : the boat had fcarcely reached the Ihore, when the vizier 
fcnt for our interpreter, to complain of the outr^, and to let 
us know that we had no right' to expe£l: good treatment from 
3 lum 
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hiiti hereafter. It was in vain, that we appealed to the teftlmpn^ 
oi the^oiafter of the boat, who came to us of his own accord, and 
depoied, that our people had not fired at him^ That they had 
only brought him to, with a tnulket, and offered him money for 
a pilot, which he had refufed them. A formal demand was now 
made of our fwords ; and we fufpefied there was ibmething un- 
^mmon in agitation, from the whifpers of our guard, . and the 
iixquent meffengers that came to and fro. One of our company 
oblerved a body of foldiers marching towards the place, where 
our vellel lay ; and not. a. ftone's throw from us, we faw them 
jinladingar boat of ammunition, which they, had tranfported 
acifofs aiLann.of the iea, tha^ runs into the.town at high water. 
Thefe preparations plainly indicated their dofigns on the veflel, 
againft which we had previoufly cautioned the officer to prepare 
bimfelf. The Adventure carried eight 3-pounders, beiides fwivels ; 
an4 we had not the leaft doubt of her repelling the whole. of their 
force. But we^ were unacquainted, with the policy of the Arabs, 
who traft to craft for the accomplifhment of thar wifhes ; and 
only aife£)r refblution, when they can do it with impunity. 

The htUs now ^e^ecboed with the found of canntxi j which 
we learnt was a fummons to the neighboring tribes to join the 
holy ilandard, which is fet up in times of danger. And this 
was a prelude to a Icene, that threatened to end very tragically. 
We were ruminating on the iffue of this extraovdioary adventure, 
when the Arabian mufketry began to play briikly on the- veffid. 
A»a part of the fort fkreened the a£tion from our view, we re- 
tired to.the front windows of our apartment, . where we could- 
better obferve the veffel's motions. I had Thompfon's feafbns in 
my hand,, and had, inadvertently^ caft my, eyes, on the fublime 
hymn which crowns that delightful work, . when .a band of ruf- 
fians, rufhed into the room, and ranged themfelvcs dire£Uy be- 
fore us. Th«r appearance was rude, and their countenances 

very 
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Twy dS&Knt from die people we itari hitherto comwftd vdlh, 
Th^ were of the roriiig nee, and ftotteiSeiio proea worthy of 
the dark purpofe in which they wore engaged. The matoba <S( 
their pieces were l^tei, and we tottered ea the hrink' 4f tta* 
turityl-^' 

The viUaiiiy of the Arabt was now apparent. Thef w«N 
eiidMnrihg to prsvoke oar miraiers to return, their fire j and 
we well knew, tliat the death tif one M^ulman is only to be 
atoned liir, by the liret of ten CbrilKam. Thii is a j^ncept of 
their religion. But the officer on boaAl, had YeSexion '»iOugh 
to eonfider bis countrymen afltore. He felt for our diftre<i> 
and was fo coot u to bear with their MpeMed 4rilUlt9 for the 
Ipace of two hours^ although the mulhet-balls fiew into the ve^ 
U, and he was continually urged by the crew, to pour a broad- 
fide among the troops, *iome of whom were dating enough to 
wade into the feii, within piftol-thot «f the vefiel. Nay, wt af- 
terwards teaint our fituation had heen fo critical> that nothing 
but tluvats of inftant deadi, could prevent the failors from tak* 
ing to their arms ; and the officer was obliged to paRKle the deck 
with a loaded muikct, to intimidate them. But It is net ftrange, 
that we fliouU afprehend other meaflires. We knew not what 
fteps they had taken, to facilitate the feiture of the velTel ; or 
bow long the forbearance of our people would laft: and we ex>* 
pefladan engagement every moment, to commence between het 
and the Ihorc. At this priTit we held a conlhltatien together, 
and it wag unanimoufly refolved, to demand a parley with the 
vizier, touching the delivery of the velTel into his hiutds. Our 
interpreter was difpatched to him, with this monifyiRg eonccf- 
fion. The matter was become too lerious to be trilled with. We 
had the evidence of our ovra eyes, to defpeir of the poffibiUty of 
the veflel's efcape, without a pilot j nor could we anfwer for the 
blood, which might be fpilled through a fruitlefs obllinacy. In 

this 
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tfai> twfol iiMerval t tndtnoKi to eoHtS: myfelf &, as to 
nxet death with a Wbming liefigni^a. I brsMhed a prayef 
fer the wdfart of my ftiends, and cm trufy fsij, that I ffiould 
have ^(^ m ptfac^ with alt mankind. But' the gi«atefi confbla^ 
tien wiricb I fomd So Hiu-extgencj, wa» dmnd' fMtn the fiib- 
fime hymn fhat I befete OMstioiial, I rtad it evef vn& plea- 
fiiK, !Uk1 fett tnj bofiMD SStdi with » prophetic confidence from 
the Clergy df the latter- p'atfti v^^h it J^ analogous totKefitiw- - 
tien we wetein^ Hut T cannot reilft traAfitibing k, tilmigh it 
i« tb^ weir k>ewn (opttbm ot tafts, 

'*^hd<d^ Fate Gomm^d me tv- the fartheft verge 
O^the green ear^, to diffiant barhafoos cKnea, 
tiirea unknown to ftngi where lirft the fiin 
GildB Iit^n mountains, er bis fitting beam 
FlasMs an th' Atlantic ides ; '^ nought to- Bie: 
S»*eeGod:il»"e»ef prefent, ercr felt, , ' 

tn the void walteas in tfce city ftill t 

' And- where He vital breathes ^re muft be joy. 
When ov'tt- at laft the felemn hdur ihall come. 
And wing my myfiic flight to. future worlds, 
Iicbeerfbl n^ obey; there, with new power*, 

. Win ri£ngwondet<s ling; I cannot go 
Where ibiivtr&l love (iot finilcs around, 
Sudaining all yen orbs and aH thci^ Ibns^- 
Flettt fecming evil' flill educing good, 

A ftill hoor and inore, &i we remain under the alarnoig cii^- 

aimOsn0fa I- ham diferibeit, before we obtained thfrfltadow of 

afcrejnievB, 'rte-fire' of th« mufllelry was ifill>centunie<i again* 
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the veflel ; and tlie minifters of death 'flood over us, ' eadi leein- 
ing to have iingled. out his prey, in a fixed poAure and a mute 
referve. At length our intwpreter returned from his cmbafly to 
the vizier. He was accompanied by three Arabians of diftine- 
tion, who were come to pledge their vrords for the fafety. pf 
ourfelves and veffel. The. firft of thefe, was the general of .tjie 
troops at Yambo j and the other two, were the chiefs of, the 
Arab tribes, who had been fummoned to. the vizier'^ ailiftantie.- 
A writing was drawn up, and figned by them j. to the obferv- 
ance of which they fwore by their beards, the moft folnnn o^th 
that a Mufiulman can take. The captain was now cited to the 
prefencc ofthe vizier, to obtain a fimilar obligation from him. He 
flaid only to drink, a cup of coffee ; and brought back an hand- 
kerchief, which he had received, as a token ofthe min^fter's fin- 
cerity. Pledges ofthisnatureamong the Orientals, amonnt to the 
moft ferk>us engagements. Whatever doubts we might entertain 
of their value, this was no feafon to exprefs them; and we 
readily concurred in the captain's orders to the chief mate, to 
bring the veffel irtto the harbor. We ftated the matter to him, 
and fumiOied him with the affurances which had been given 
us, for our general fecurity. The captain himfelf, harbored no 
fufpicions of their intention to plunder us j and I mufl own 
that I was of the lame opinion. There was nothing very im- 
probable in the vizier's ftory, now that we canie to a right, 
knowledge of it. This was the firft European veffel rfiat had 
appeared on this part of the coaft ; and he had written to the 
Xerif, to know whether he fhould treat u$ as friends or not. 
It is not impoflible but he confidered us as Ipies, who meant 
to pry into the poverty and weakn&fs. of the country. ; Oivcn 
to deceit himfelf, he might have held our tale of a^ pilot,, as, 
fi£litious; and our anchoring at the mouth of tbff harbor* as, 
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a.lhallow artijSce, through n^ch he could difcem. I would 
be, a^ charitable ia my conclufLons, as a chriftUn ought to be, 
hiH mvff^ leave to the event, an explication of his conduct. 

The good effefls of our late compliance were foon vifiblo. 
The troops were recalled from the beach, and our tremendous 
guefts withdrawn fropp our apartment. Hope once more dawned 
in our bofoms ; and the difappointed looks of the rufiians, who 
r^ired without having earned the wages of iniquity, left us 
no room to doubt (^ their inhume commiflion. 

The day was too far advanced to think of moving the vcflel, 
39 thfi channel into the harbour is very narrow. It was there-^ . 
fj»re fHpulated, that a pilot fhould go on board at day-break, to. 
f^H hfr in j 9Qd that on her coming to anchor, her great and 
fina^ gut^s, piftols and cutlaiTes, ihould be delivered over to tha 
<»^Of}y of axi o$cer, whtHn the vizier ilu>uld appoint for that 
purpofec This article was infilled upon by him, as the only^ 
nt^qns to quiet the minds of the inhabitants ; who trembled for 
the iMfty of thiQ town, while the cannon were on board ; and 
oHSid not conquer their fears of £urc^eans, who had arms of any 
Ifind in their pt^ieQio^. This {hew of terror wasj to be fure, ft 
tacit compliment to the European name; and we were at any 
vOfi cpntoit to fub&ribe to terms* by which alone we were 
permitted to return to tlu veflel. The boundary was pailed ; 
al)d: we had no other refburce> than to confide in people who held 
U5 in fubjeftion. We were heartily tired of being cooped up iii 
t prifon, and wiihed to return to the veSel i where we Ihould at 
le^ be rid of ob(ervanc», and live agreeably to our own cuftoms, 
aj^ough iaddkd with the Ipfs qf liberty. Wc fpent the evening 
far more cheerfully than ufiial, ;md found the guard lefs watch- 
ful pf our motions, fince the conclufion of the treaty. Our hoft 
W91S pamcularly attentive to us ; and regaled us, for the firft time, 
with ^ fttj^r. Thi« is a meal almoit unknown in Arabia ; and- 
G was 
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was confidercd by us in the light of a friendly banquet. We re- 
figned ourfelves» at our cuftomary hour, to our carpets ; where 
our ima^nations were again difturbed, by a review of the unw 
pleafing fcencs of the foregoing day. 

SUNDAY, nth May. 

This proved by far the moft tedious day that we had pafled in 
our confinement. We expelled to have got on board to dinner, 
but were prevented by that indolent and perverfc difpofition, 
which prevails among the Eaftem nations. At eight o'clock the 
pilot weighed the veffel's anchor, and before nine (he brought up^ 
within half a mile abreaft of the town. We now received a vifit 
from Mr. Walters, the chief officer, and were advertifed by him of 
the particulars which I have before recited, refpedting the attack- 
on the veffel. Our thanks werejuftly due to this gentleman, ooi 
whofe firmnefs and difcretion our Hves had depended ; and I em- 
brace with pleafure, this public opportunity to declare our fcnfe 
o£ his condufl. The captain gave him an orders for the de- 
fivcry of the arms to the vizier's officer, wha now accompanied' 
him in a boat to receive them. They were landed' in great fonm 
The finall arms were lodged in- the fort, and the cannon were 
mounted on a battery oppofite our vefleK Thiis was meant to in- 
timidate us ; though it was eafy to perceive, Aat a fingle dis- 
charge would reduce the wall to ruins; Gur fwords were re- 
turned to us, with a compliment from the vizier j and we were 
in momentary expeftarion of permiffion to depart. But the little 
philofophy we pofleffed, was yet to be cxerafed j and happy was. 
he, who could the beft make a virtue of neccffity. 

Frequent were the vifits of our interpreter to the minifter in 
the courfe of this day: but no audience could he obtain. At 
BLOon he was retired to his haram, where it was ti-cafon to difturb 

him. 
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him. Now, he was engaged at diijnerj and jiow he had com- 
pany with him. As we faw every thing here through th,e me- . 
dium of difcontent, we confidered theft excufes as mere eva- 
iions of his word -, and fhould he fail in that part of the' treaty, 
where our living on board the veflbl was fpecilEied, vve had little 
reafbn to expeft his fulfilling the reft of it. Nay, the worft of 
their former fears recurred to fome of our party j and though I 
was by this time pretty well reconciled to the malice of fortune, 
and did not torment myfelf by anticipating evils, I muft confefs, 
that appearances were not much in our favor. Our property, 
freedom, and lives, were in the hands of an imperious tyrant, 
who had fecured us by treachery, and might only be reftrained 
by fear, from falfifying his engagements. ' And to this principle, 
by which his tribe are generally aftiiated in political concerns, I 
trufted for our deliverance. The fails of commerce are ever bufy 
in this fea, and numbers of fmall vefljels had arrived at, and 
departed from this port, during our fhort ftay. Should the vizier 
be inclined to keep the tranfaftion a fccret, his own reflexion 
muft fuggcft to him, that it muft needs tranlpire by a fea-con- 
veyance, Ihould he have influence enough to bar the communi- 
cation by land : and, whatever might be the tale he trumped up 
to deceive his mafter, the faft would at length reach him in its 
native colors. Such did I conceive to be the point, which was 
difcufled during this delay. I imaged to myielf the minifter, 
(hut up with his creatures in dark cabal, and flattered myfelf 
diat his intereft would teach him for once, to be honeft. Nor 
was I difappointed. The captain was fummoned to the pre- 
fence of the vizier, and returned with very gracious alTurances 
of proteflion, and a licence to repair to the veflel. In the whole 
courfe of my life, I do not recolleft to have received more ac- 
ceptable tidings. We could not have wifhed for a ftronger con- 
firmation of the minifter's fincerity; and for my own part, I 
G2 felt 
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felt a certain confidence in the thoughts of being on board, al- 
though we were deftitfute of arms, to proteA us againft vio- 
leiice^ and there was a guard of foldiers to be ftationed in the 
vellel. But fo preferable is the notion of what we term our 
home, to that of a foreign place, that even in the midft of 
danger and diftrefs, we derive comfort from the partiality, and 
find fomething therein, to flatter and to confole us. ■ 

The fun was jufl: finking in the bolbm of the deep, when we 
put off from the Ihore. We had taken a very cordial leave of 
our holpitable (haik, and invited him to vifit us frequently on 
l>oard» when we obferved the ladies of his family were aflembled 
to grace our departure. The old man's houfe was one of the 
largeft in the town, and furrounded on three fides by the 
&a. : and the windows were now crouded with females, who 
waved to us with their handkerchiefs) unperceived by thofe be- 
low. The generofity of the fair fex might have atoned for the 
inhumanity of the men of Yambo, had we been able to benefit 
by their good-will. But what arms could they aflail our perfe^ 
cutors with, whofe hearts were proof to the irreiiftible violence 
of female tears ? and what hope could we derive from their gentle 
interpofition in a Mahometan region, where petticoat-intereft is 
at the loweft ebb ? Still be the tenets of this ^furd faith con- 
fined to defart climes, and an ignorant race \ Let them expand 
themfelves through the Numidian wafte, and let the unlettered 
Arab cherifh them in his mind I Never will they get footing in 
more enlightened lands j never will they ufurp the polifhed 
breaft, which acknowledges the foft empire of womankind, and 
rcje^ all attempts to depreciate her worth, as the diftates of 
malice, folly, and pride ! 

Theevcning was fpent,in a more agreeable mantier, than we 
^ad of late experienced. We enjoyed our own cuftoms witli 
double fatisfa£tion, fince we had known the want of them ; and 
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our minds were relieved from a load of foTpence, with which 
they had be^ oppreffed. _ We had obtmtted the wrier's leave to 
write to. oilr frieads at Judda j and ive retired to our beds, with 
the pleafing expeftations of bdng fbon redeemed from capdvity^ 
by the good offices of oar countrymen with the Xcrif. 

MONDAY, 12A May. 

The captdti this morning wrote a ftate of our cafe to captaiii 
Anderfon j who he knew was at Judda, with a fliip in his chafge; 
belonging to the nabob of Arcot. He entreated him to repre- 
ifent our wrongs to the Xerif of Mecca, and to demand our im* 
mediate releafe, under pain of the rtfentmcnt of the Englifli* 
This letter was fent to the viziea: by his defire, that he might in- 
dole it in his packet. To guard againft the double-dealing of 
a man fo well known to us, we had the precaution to write ft 
duplicate of this letter. This was folded tip, and dire^ed after 
the Arabic falhion, by our interpreter j who fecrctly delivered 
it to a paflenger.in the boat, that w^ted to carry the vizier's dif- 
patches to Judda. 

I have (aid, that there was a fliip at Jodda in the Service of 
the nabob of Arcot, and that our captain had thought proper 
to declare the Adventure to be his property. It is not to be in» 
ferrfd. from this, that the nabob is a maritime power, or is aim- 
ing to extend the commerce of his fubjefts by an attention to 
naval affairs. The faft is quite the reverfe. The trade of India 
wholly exifts in the fpirit and induftry of the English. While 
thdr vcflels are exploring the iilands that border on the Pacific 
ocean, and return with a freight that renders our ftttlemcnts the 
mart of oriental produftions, a ftiip or two is fent yearly to 
Judda by the nabob of Arcot. Thefe vefleis, indeed, carry a 
cargo, and import in exchange, the produfts of Arabia. But this 
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h the captdn's care. The only benefit which the nabob looks 
for, is the prayers of two or three himdred pilgrims, who ar? 
tranrported at his expence, to perform their vows at the molque of 
Mecca! his ftiips were fo crouded this' feafon wlth.thefe idle 
mendicants, that through the nabob's intereft with the owners, 
we had the company of above twenty of them in our veffel. This 
was an honor we were by no means ambitious of; and from 
which we readily difengaged ourfelves at Mocha, where they 
were landed to profecutc their journey in the beft manner -they 
could. 

. The abufc of reafon, in thefe ufelefs undertakings, is the leaft 
evil to be' complained of. They ai*e fuch an encouragement to 
idlenefs, and fo deftru£tive to the welfare of a country, where 
thoufands of the inhabitants are feduced from their families and 
habitations by a fanatic call, that we may coniider their tolera- 
tion as one of the ruinous principles of a Mahometan govern- 
ment. We have had an opportunity of obferving the effeft, 
which thefe pilgrimages have upon the manners and diipofitions 
of thofe engaged in them. A froward fpirit and a brutal beha- 
vior, mark the herd of thefe pilgrims. And we have been 
■aflured from good authority, that their mutinous deportment 
rifes fometunes to fuch a pitch, that the capt^ns of the fliips 
are obliged to put them in irons, for the prefervation of them- 
felves and crew. 

The occurrences aboard the Adventure being as unvaried, as 
may be imagined in a veffel at anchor, I will omit the recital 
but of fuch days, as produced any particular events j which may 
be ufeful in curtailing a journal already, I fear, too prolix to 
efcape cenfure. If we were uneafy at the reftraint we were un- 
der, we had no reafon'to complain of fenfual entertainment du- 
ring the term of our detention. We were plentifully fupplied 
with provitions and vegetables, at an eafy rate ; and Apicius him- 

felf. 



yGoogle 



[ 47 ] 
&rf» might have taken a voyage to the Red-Sea, to have feafted 
on the dehcious filh with which the harbour of Yambo abounds, 
without the leaft derogation to the merits of the l^prey of 
B^is.' 

MONDAY. 19th May. 

Our patience was pretty nearly cxhaufted by this time. But 
on the evening of this day, we were permitted to wait on the 
vizier, after many v^n folicitations, to kam how foon we might 
cxpeft our rcleale : the time appointed by him to obtain anfwers 
from Mecca, being expired. 

We went aftiore about five o'clock, and were received by him 
in greater date, than at our firft audience; The room was full 
of armed men; and wa could not but impute- thb ufelefs pre- 
caution, to the terrors of a bad confcience, which ™ws every 
thing widi a fuipicious eye. The evident alteration in the vizier's 
countenance and behaviOT, which were now marked with in- 
quietude and referve, in fpite of his efforts to coneeal them, con- 
vinced us of his having repented the ftep he had taken. He 
made feveral enquiries conceming the power and commerce of 
the Englifli in the Eaik. Nor was there occafion for our mag- 
nifying their influence, to awaken his fears. He fcemed very 
attentive to the defci^tion of our ihips of force j and could not 
help expreffiag his furprize, when our interpreter told him, that 
there were three men of war at Suez. As he was in an^ inquifitive 
mood, we would not mifs the opportunity to imprefs him with 
fentiments, that mightferve to regulate his future conduft. But 
his pride at length, got the better of bis timidity.. For in the 
.«ourfe of pur converlation,. when the aftions of the Portugueze 
ill this .fea, and their fettlements on this coaft, were brought on 
.ti)e carpet, he informed us,, that tlie Arabian hiftorians took 

notice 



y Google 



I 4» ) 

notice of theni ; and added, with an air of trii3nq>h, that the 
Portugueze were expelled Arabia by the great Sultan Setim. 
'. We were civilly difiniffed by the minifter, with hopes of hourbf 
intelligence from Mecca, and an invitation to take a view of tj^t 
town, if agreeable to us. As there was a full hour to fun-fet, 
we readily embraced the occafion to iatlsfy our curiofity, and to 
ufe a little cxcrcife, of which we had been fo long deprived. We 
had an officer to attend us, bcfides two foldiers who had aoc(»n- 
panied us from the veffel. And we found this guard neceflary, 
to keep off the rabble that purfued us in our walk. The firft 
arrival of a Clierokee Indian in Europe, could not have begotten 
half tlie wonder that our appearance did here. If the commonalty 
of Europe are not mofe mannerly, th^ are at leaft better in- 
formed than the rude Arab. Bred up in uttw ignorance <^ other 
countries, and bigotted to the prgudices of illiberal doArines^ 
he is at a lofs to account for the production of a Chriftian, whom 
his religion teaches him to hold in abhorrence and contempt. 
But if the rough minds of the men are hurried away into thcfe ab- 
furdities, I muft once more bear witnefs to the moderation of t^ 
Mahometan females, who plainly evinced to us, that ihav bofoms 
were made of "penetrable ftufF." As we pailed through theftreets, 
the windows and terraces of the houfes were filled with women, 
who were infpired with no illaudable curiofity to behirfd the 
ftrangers. They neither treated us with (com, nor followed us 
with curfes, like the iavage throng bdow j but by their eager- 
nefs of obfervation, and attempts to engage our attention, be- 
trayed the fecret fymptoms of approbation. Nay, the facred 
thirft of admiration, fo predominant in the iex, was not 
quenched in their brcafts. We obferved many yails drt^, as if 
by accident, as we pafled beneath their owners faces, which were 
overfpread with a vifible confulion, and verified the poet's idea 
2 of 
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of Mufidora's (ioAfolation in; her diftrefs, at b^g Ibrprizod va' 
■A'rukeA fituatibn by ber lover-: 

"Ev'nafenfe , 

pf fclf-approving beaut^r ftole acro& 
Her biiiy thought/' ■ . 
■ Yambo is fituated in tJie latitude ' of 24* 10* north, and i« 
the port, .from which the communication is more immediately ■ 
carried on with Egypt. It is the general refort of aU the Ara- 
bian veffels that ply on this fca ; arid has a very fefe ' and con-' 
Vehinit haven {or iheir proteiHcm, in bad weather. Its fitua^js 
behind an alm<^ uninterrupted chain of fhoals and brealcers, 
has hitherto fecluded it from the knowledge of European navi* 
gators. But the charm is now broken; and as fortune has 
thrown it in Cur way> l have annexed, a, view of Yambo, with 
the foundings of the harbor, taken from an a£bial furvey, which 
Mr. Walters, chief officer of the Adventure, permitted ' me to 
copy from his draught. This will not only explain the critical 
Situation that eur vd&l was in during the ^taek, but may be a 
guide to fiiture mariners, whofe evil ftars -may throw them on 
this inhofpitable flibre. ■ ■■ , 

The coaft here is infinitely more -barren than tlw environs of 
Mocha, the foil being too ungratcftil to piY}dnce ev«i the^te- 
ttee or iurze-buih, and is throughout- a flatting expahfe of fand. 
The eye meets with no interruption, miril if rfcichei the diJlarit 
mountains, which bound the joyi^ profpeA. '• But if the beau- 
tiful be wanting here, the fubUme cTnils in no fmall degree; 
The mountains in the more remote parts of- the world,' feem 
particularly appointed by Providence, to he the «fidencd of rude 
and ftragglmg liatibris, unconnefted by the laws< of civil polity; 
and unambitious of rambKng beyond the- limits which nature 
has prcfcribed them. The coaft of Arabia is an evidencfe in fa* 
ifor of this Amiu^k. The interior parts, froih oAe end to the 
H other. 
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ttl^er, «iibiUt wiuBt .Shakeijpear aupbaticaUy calb, " Harea- 
kiiiing hills," and the mountains bebiod the town of Yambo, 
rival, in hc^ht, the Anzerican A^idees, or the Caucafos of Alia. 
This leftraint, perhaps, has been the caule of as ext^aordSnary 
a revolutioa in the face of tUngsi as the woild has leen. Ma- 
homet- kindled the Same, that ondei the Catipht, ftirred up the 
Afabs to break from their dark recefies^ Like the fearful 
eruptions of Etna or Veluvius, they burft upon the aftoniihed 
nation), and l^ii^ deflation far and near. But the calamity 
S^ paft, though, its tSeSti ItiU rem^. Tlus deftroying race are 
retired within their barriers again ; there to prey upon eadi otfaer^ 
until time Okall r'q>en tbem for another grand event. 

FRIDAT, 23d May. 

, Four dayi are now elapfed iince our vifit to the vizier, and no 
ipitelli|;ea<e is oome from Mecca. The year is nearly half-ex- 
pended^ andwe have not performed the half of our journey to 
^ur^pe; 9elides, we have the uncomfo^able profpedt before 
us, of being obliged to travel in the heats of fummer through 
l^gypt. Ttwidea was particularly aggravated by the icorching 
wind, that blew to-day from the land. It was well for us, that 
we had been ftafoned for this attack, by the landrwinds fa re- 
markable on the ceaft ot Coromandcl, or elfe the air would have 
been int<^erable, and oar blood been inflamed by the violence of 
the heat. Fevers would have been no eligible companions to 
confiitntions, that had been ezpofed to the efFe£l» of a long voy- 
age, and in want of a iiirgeon, to adtninifter relief to them. But 
it pleafed God, that we Ihould nuuntain our healths in the 
saidll of our diftrefles, and experience a fignal mark of his protec- 
.tioUj in the hands of our enemies. 

To add to the dilagreeablcnefi of our Ctaattoi^ our guard 

was 
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Iras this day doubled upon tfas rdTel. The fiuls hat betn taha 
down to be mended^ on her ooming' into the harbor j and thougli 
' the topmafts weic ftruck, and her yatds lowered downt t^ viiitar 
excepted at oar oBeiing t» replace the fiub On the yards, fie 
pretended to be apprehen£ve of our departure, and lent formally 
to demand our &ils. The captun was juftly netfkd at this raefr 
6ge, which he could not Irat confider as « wanton in&lt. He 
^inted oat to the vizier's officer, Ite impoflibility of the vefiU's 
efcape. For not to mention ^e unprepared ftate ihe was in^ 
-the windiconftantly blew into the harbor, and there was a nc*- 
cefiity for a pilot to carry her out. In truth, we were as much 
in di^ hands, as if the vcfiS h»d been drawn aSiore. The 
captun, therefor^ dclired him to inform iiis matter, that if he 
wanted the fails, fae muft .faod people to ietdt thcni, as he wouU 
iwt Toluatarily grre them up. This Slew of rdbhitieiv ftmtt 
a check otx the prefumption of this haughty, ba&cw^ who with^ 
drew his demand) but at the fitme time, cantnmd to terAent 
us vnth tlte company of the additional guard I have meationBdi 
The wind £d not lofe its nge when the fun went down, bat 
was £> parching >lu whole n^fat, as to oUige nleto qtdt:tlu:. 
4eck, where I had taken up my hidging for tkit lidM of coqlnafc . 
iever iince our return to the veflel. Bat this, to out' great ji>y, is 
'the only land-wind we fdt here ( whichi Scorn its diii^lSonaod 
Isuming heat, probably traveiied the great defiirt, wbich extends 
from the Red-Sea to tfaecoaft cf Palefline;, ere it fpcnt ita fttfjr 
litmus. 

SUNDAY, ajth May. 

Many cimds have come in from the coimtry within thefe two 

days, but bring no news for us. Thefe creatures arelbaded with 

fruit and vegetables for the townj and vrith ikins of waar, 

H 2 whic^ 
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^idi th^ fetch from the valUes, for the ufe of the inhabitsits, 
Vho can procure no water here, but what the heavens fupply 
them with. It generally rains about (xact in two years in Ara;- 
fbia Petrea s and then not st drop is loft, which can be caught by 
the natives who live on the fea-coaft. They prsferve it very 
xarefiiUy in lar^ refervoirs, and make an article of trade of it^ 
'which> however, is ibtd at a moderate rate.. We have drank no- 
thing but rain-water fince our .arrival, and find k very whde*- 
ibme and palatable ; although fome was broaght us, which the 
-(^d fhaik declared to be ten years (^ . Whether he may have 
•xagg^ated the age of it oi not, itis certain, that they have lit^ 
tie or jio rain in this countiry. 3ut.the want-of itis amply iup^ 
pUed b^ the heavy dews that faU at night, and make the ground 
a|q>ear as- if moi^ued by a fl]ower. Ttuis i& the vegetable 
brought to perfection, thus are the tiees fiippHed with neven* 
feifing fruit, and the valUes covered with eternal green; ' 

A caravan anived this forenoon from Medina* which is bbt two 
days journey front hence. This was the firft I had feen> and 
' tbou^ it conAfted but of 4 or .500 camels, I muft confefs rby- 
i^ tO; have. been,, much ftruck mth the grandeur and novelty of 
the fight. Wfr diicemed it from afar,- moving onwards, with a 
quick though folemn pace, and as it pafied near the beacb» we 
could diftinguifh with our glares the economy of the whole. 
■The m^or part of the camds mere loaded with, merchandize^ and 
the reft carried the travellers and the. principal cameL-drivei^. 
The fun was in Ms meridian, and not a cloud oblcured. the hear 
vens, nor a breath dilhirbed the furfaceof thedeep. The natives 
were retired to the. inn>o|l r^cefles-of their habitations, and not 
a beaft was feen abroad^ fave the patient camel, that now braved 
the fiery ray, and mardied with fteitd/ fteps, beneatli the-united 
pieiTure of hunger, thirft, and .heat 1 White the woodoi baek 
ploug^& the deep, and wafts^ irom Hioire to ihore the produce <£ 
I each 
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ca^ dime, this living veflTel traverfes the pathlef$ wafte, fraught 
with the precious treafares of the Eaft. A caravan of camels ex-' 
pIoiiDg the wilds of Arabia* with nothing in view but land and 
Gsy, and condufted by the planets to its deHred haven, may well 
be likened - to a fleet of veflels, which are not more ufeful in 
thor way, or wonderful in their ftru^ure. As the. (hip alone 
can outlive the feas, in: whicli the weaker boat muft periih, fo is 
die camel peculiarly adapted to a region, in which no other clafs 
of beafts could bear fatigue. He too experiences the chance of 
fublunary things. His mighty ftrength, his dauntlefs heart ilnk 
beneath the whirlwind's rage, and like the towering ihip, wluch 
winds. and waves aSlul with ceafelefs fury, he yields at length to 
inevitable fate. 

. Our expedati(»i$. were wound up to the higheft pitch this 
evening, by the return of the boat which carried our packet to 
Judda. But thefe were foon let down by the information of our 
interpreter, whom we had fent to the vizier to learn the news. 
The boat he found had not waited for anfwers ; but we had 
reafon to expe£l them, before now by land. The return of the 
boat in fo (hort a time, was however a matter of conlblation, as 
it evinced the poiSbility of our getting to Suez, though the 
wind is. contrary for the greateA part of the day, 

TUESDAY, 27th Mat. 

We obferved two camels travelling with uncommon expedi- 
tion towards the town, yeftcrday evening, and flattered ourfelves 
with the thoughtrof their bringing our difpatches. Nor were 
we deceived. The vizier feht for our interpreter, to acquaint 
us, ofbishning juft, received orders concerning us, which he 
would CQiamunicate in the morning. This fliort delay was mor- 
tifying 
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ttfying enough, but wc had long learnt to h&ve reeourle to pa- 
tience, as the oi\Iy rcm^y in our prefent fituation. 

The craft and deceit of thcfe people are equally great and 
inexplicable. To lye for the fake of falfehood, and to over- 
reach in matters of no momenti arc paradoxes peculiar to the 
AraKans. Were the enthufiafts in vice to tliink, tiiat» like vir- 
tue, it is its own reward, the conduft of the vizier would not 
need a comment. But, why hefhould conceal orders which he 
muft fubmiflively obey, or trifle Tidth our anxiety when yrc are 
at his mercy, is beyond the reach of thought to fathom. We wait- 
ed this whole morning in expeftation, of a fummons, according 
to his voluntary promiie. Difappointed in this, we fent our in- 
terpreter to befiege his gate in the afternoon, who at dufk, re- 
turned with an appointment For an audience the next morning, 
■but with no manner of apology from the minifter, for lus ex- 
traordinary behavior. We bore the flight with a good grace j 
and in the h«ght of our charitable fijggcftions, framed excufes 
for his neg^ft, and were fanguine enough to believe, that the 
morrow would put an end to our fufpence. But wc knew not 
the i*ace we had fl:umbled upon. Our dealings had been hi- 
therto confined to people, who hare fettled principles of aflioa: 
and, whether ipurred on by intereft (w guided by fear, wc were 
fenfible of what we had to cxpcfl: from the natives of India. But 
here judgment is 9t a ftand. No penetration can unravel the 
mazes of inconfiftency, no lefl^on account for the fudden ftarts 
of barbarous pride I 

WEDNESDAY. 28U1 May. 

This day was pafled, like the foregoing, in vun applications and 

idle rcpinings. Nay, the infult was aggravated, by the vizier's 

9 refuflng 
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refttfu^ even to fte our interpreter. -^He endearorerf. it is truev 
to fweeten the bitter potion, by pleading bufinefs as the reaiba. 
fiut wq were by this time, too well convinced of his inJintefity, 
to fwallow the excoie with our ufual facility. Our ftaCe was 
now more deplorable than ever. The arrival of a diipatch from 
Mecca, had produced nothing in chit favor ; and we beheld th? 
period which we had aiHgned to our detention, efcape, vnthout 
difclofihg the fainteA gleam of hope. 

If fudi were the clouds which oblcured our immediate proT- 
pe£t, how were our ima^natioiu fitted to encounter the fcene 
which approached » worked up as they had been foy a feries of 
comjdicated villainy, to E^prehend the utmoft malice of man- - 
lund ! We had fupped as ufual, and Ibme of our company were^ 
retired to thor cabbins, when a report was made to the officer 
upon watch, that there was a boat along-fide i>£ the velfet. I 
happened to be chi the tjuarter-deck, and was ruminating on 
the ftrangenels of the drcumftance at fo late an hour, when, fe- 
veral armed men apprcKtched us without ceremony, and immcr 
diately joined their comrades, who commwily mounted guard on 
^e aftermoft part of &e deck. Their appeai'ance was as much 
a matter of fiirprize to our Aated guards as to ourfelves. And ail 
we could.gather from them, by dint of repeated inquiry, was, that 
th^ had orders to remun on board the vefTel until day-break. 

It is gienerally allowed, that an air of myftery renders the moft 
trivial incident of confequence, as every obje£t looks larger, that 
is ieen throi^h a mift. At this moment the alarm was given> 
that there was a guard-boat on each bow f whereas, we had 
heretofore had the company but of one. Wearied out with a 
iiicceflion of dt£^pointments, »td imprelfed with the moft un- 
fiivorable ideas of the people . we were among, it is no wonder 
that we gave way to conje^bires, by no means to the honor of 
the vizier's principles. We had too great confidence in the com- 
mercial 
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mercial connections between the Englifli and the Xerif, to (uT- 
pe£l that any harm woold'befall us by his direAlons. fiat on 
the other hand, the minifter might be endeavoring to foment 
the prefent difference. This was the deepeft ftrdcc wc had ex- 
perienced in the deQjeratc game which he had been playing, and 
was not to be folved by any maxims of policy. His intents were 
evidently deep and unfriendly i but the hue of them was not 
clearly to be difcemed. Had they been murderous, there was no 
occafion for the faice which he had been playing. For, what 
i-ational creature is fo abandoned to humanity, as wantonly to 
deftroy thofe who have never offended him, or Icng^hea mifery, 
which it is his intcreft to (horten ? our lives and property had been 
long at his difpofal ; and it was not reafixiable to imagine,- that 
he would delay the fentence which would fecure the prize, had 
he authority or inclination to execute it. We had been witnd&s 
to {o many inftances of his folly and caprice, that it was not im- 
probable, but this adventure would terminate without prqudicc 
to us. But it muft be confefled, that no little fhare of refohi- 
tion is neceflary for the fupport of fuch atgument, where reafon 
is too weak to oppole the evidence of our fenles, and refl^don 
is loft in the tumult of the fcene before us. Our minds by de- 
grees refumed their wonted calm, and we retired to reft,' with no 
other fafeguard but the eye of a beneficent God, withoutwhofe 
regard there is no prote^ion for the^'flceping monarch, fur- 
rounded by his guards. 

THURSDAY, 29th May. 

The dawn of day delivered us from thefe unwelcome gueflsj 
conformably to their report; and the vizier, aihamed, as we fup- 
pofe, of the tranfaftion, had the grace to pretend rfri utter igno- 
rance of it. On out remooftrating agfunft the vioIaticMi of the 

compact 
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compa^ between us, he laid the blame on the general of the 
troops, who had committed fbme miftake in ijSiiing orders 
sdative to the vefiel. This proof of his bemg yet feniible of 
ihame, gave us hopes of an amendment in his bdiavior, and 
encouraged the captain to pre& the vizier for am^er interview 
for him&lf only, which he now condefcended to grant. Though 
produdive of no real advantage, we derived gieat confolation 
from it, as the captain f^drly extorted from him the reafoil of his 
late referve. He acknowledged, that his inftruftions concerning us 
were come j but that nothing could be done in the affiur, until 
the arrival of the Shawbunder, or captain of the port of Judda, 
whom the Xerif had ordered to Yambo, to adjuft the terms of 
our departure. We had long fufpeftcd, that the vizier's d^gns 
were to extort heavy duties from tlw veffel j and were pleafed to 
hear, that thofe duties were to be regulated by the port of Judda j 
which, though unreafonable enough, will certainly come more 
within the bounds of equity and juftice, than the conidencc o£ 
this Arab might have demanded. 

_ As the nane of the Xerif of Mecca fo often occurs in this 
narrative, and as his power and influence ought properly to be 
ascertained, for the elucidation of the part he bore in our deten- 
tion, I will endeavor to throw fudi light upon them, as oppor- 
tunity and inquiry have afforded me. 

The Xerif of Mecca is, in moft refpefb, on the footing of the 
Pope in the earlier days of Chriftianity. He is foverngn Pcmtiff' 
of the Mahometan church, and a temporal as well as fpiritual 
prince. Since the extinction of the Caliphs, whofe apparent 
fiiccellbr he is, he holds his dominions as fiefs to the Turk ; and 
is more indebted to the zeal of fuperftition than to the terror 
of his arms, for the fupport of his dignity. A prodigious de- 
cline indeed, from the importance of thole Caliphs, who reignol 
the mafters of the Eaftem world, and fliook the ndghboring 
I kingdoms 
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kiilgdomi of Ae north with dire difmay ! But Ihrunfc » ht is 
witbia the littiiu of a pr6vitiGe,' where the Mahometan great- 
nefs firft or&^^sret), the Xerif, in two inftances, exceeds the 
Popes in -the fulleft plenitude of their power. His honors arc 
heredittoy} to {Miffefs which, he muft prove his dcfeent from the 
Prophet: dtnd the extent cf his iiiBueRce reaches. as far beyond 
ibacr of the Popts, as the pcEfuafioh of Mahomet beyond the 
Fapat tenets; ■ The remoteft corners of the Eaft pay homage to 
his tirte. The way-worn pilgrim ccafelefs toik from Tcflis* 
tower&'or Mefopdtai^'s wafte, to- add his little mits to the trea- 
fiires of Medina's t^i^pte ^ while AHattc princes, fabafas of 
led, and ibtirans of the Sptcy Ifles, whkh weftward bound the 
Southern ocean, enrich the Prophet's ftirinc with gems and gold. 
The large fom of ttianey which our veflel brought for the fer- 
Tice of the Mor<^ue, as a peace-offering from the nabob of Arcot, 
on the deceafe of his daughter, is a corroborating evidence of 
the enthi^afm of MuiTulmen. It amotmtcd to one lack and an 
half of rupees, which is near £. 20,000 fterHng, and was the 
^ft <sf a prince, whom the world need not be told is fo in- 
v<dv«d isi debt, as not' to require this drain to exhaufb his mort- 
gaged revenues. ' 

The territories of the Xerif lie in the heart of Arabia, and are 
about three hundred miles long and one hundred broad. BeHdes 
the cities of Mecca and Medina, to^whidi Ae caravans annually 
bring the prodtkce of diftant countries, his revenues are ccm- 
fiderably augmditted by the comm^ce, that is carried on with his 
ports of Yambo and Judda, by the vefiels of Africa and tn^a. 
tVhatever fan^tity he may pretend to, or indifference to the con- 
cerns of this worid, like other hypocrites in rtHgion, h? prefers 
his own interell to that of his Maker ; and ufes his name as an 
inftruroent, to advance his own dignity and riches. The cara- 
vans, which prtrfeffedly fet out on a pious journey to Mecca, arc 
5 - more 
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more encouraged by this PontiiFfor the' fake of his own glory, 
than that of the Prophet } as the valuable goods they convey, and 
the high duties irapofed upon the deluded merchants, fufHciently 
atteft. But what perfualion is there among the frail race of 
mankind, which is not open to pervevlion, and liable to be dif- 
graced by abfnrd rites, and idle ceremooiesi the di\'ine purity 
pf the Chriftian religion could not pretbrYe its flream £ram be- 
ing tainted, by the -machinations of f riefteraft, -and -the iatetn- 
perance of zeal. Nor is thete much difference in the folly of 
.the belief, that fousds-lalvation ona ;fnlgrimage to the -temple of 
Mecca, or to. the houfe o£ my lady of Loretto ! - 
: Tbe pre&nt Xerif is a youth under twenty years of iff, anlf 
W;bat is refflarkable on account of his &mily, he is as black as « 
negro. He has been feen .by Ibme of our countrymen, but ' 
this is w>t a common thing,' as he feldom Airs from Mecca, t9 
thd neighborhood of -which place, and Medina, no .approach Ig 
alhnrad to Chriftiuu. Nay, to fucb a d^^cee has thor qiuk- 
tempt o( us arisen, that neither at Mocha, Judda, nor Yambo, 
will they faffer a Chriftian to go out at the gate, which looks 
tewards Mecca, One of his M^eAy's frames .was at Judda laft 
greiir, ■to fettle i^^e articles of trade between the -di&gent na- 
ti»n;j when'th« Xei:^ lumlelf wade tta esoarfion to Jiiddi). oa 
|>Bip<>6 .u> p4y a campUmeat to 'thf Bntith fiag. He w^t : on 
J)(srdthMag«t4.i aa^.^vteftify hi; fatjafa^on-at the.aAiivijty of 
ilk< faiioK; <Aild the dil^Unp ^ the suanes, he left a vcrjr 
|>tiwtly'>8nitiAy ;to. ba '^ribtiwd aatoqg than. Pn tlw ;^- 
|ieacanc4 of good-will >a:the Xerif tcmaids the Bnj^lb, we xeir 
.£H?i«drcfsinthBJMjury'we'h9wc receivedi though the cQur&<^ 
jiiAice,aMiy'be<]cltiys(U by ttw Kufiepiefwouoi^ pf the knave, 
iiito^!id>f>ft:diitobw wievhatt iin6>ttvinat£lf /al^. . 
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SATURDAY, 31ft May. 

This morning we were delighted with the fight of two boats 
to the fouthward. As they came into the harbor, we learnt 
from our guard, that the fliawbunder of Judda was in the 
foremoft. fiut this {linfhine was foon clouded by a meflage from 
the Ihore, which advifed us that the perfon we expected, was in- 
a boat behind. We, who were bound for Europe, thought this 
a good opportunity to folicit the vizier for our departure to 
Suez, which he might, on certain conditions, wifti to grant us, 
ixfore-the arrival of another officer to Ihare in the profit, which 
he evidently meant to make of us. With his permifllon, there-, 
fore,' my three fellow-travellers and myfelf paid him a vifit in 
'the afternoon, when we were received with his wonted polite- 
ne6. We prefled him for the immediate provifion of a boat, but 
he pretended that nothing could be done until the fhawbunder'< 
arrival, except the order for a boat to be ready ar a minute''t 
waming. He concluded this alfiirance with a caution againft the 
impofitions of his people, and a requeft not to give any prefents^ 
l)ut to fuch as came exprefsly by his order. This was too plain 
to be mifunderftoodj and after our retnm to the veHel, we 
judged it expedient to tender this minifter a biibe. We found 
firom long experience, that he was not to be moved by the 
force of words, and accordingly prepared a prefent, wherewith to 
melt his unrelenting breaft. It confifled of a diunond ring, a 
fine fhauh and a piece of gold Ihiff for a iiebi sad-vta an 
ofieiing, rather extorted by neceffity, than fuitable to the cha- 
raSers which we aflitmed. This we fent him by our interpreter, 
and had the pleafiire to- learn that it was gracioufly received. 
We met in retiuti, with a repetition of thofe affurances of his 
protcdion, which he had before lavifhcd upon us. 

t cannot 
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I cannot help relating here a curious drcumftance of the di> 
vers of . Arabia, whofe (kill exceeds that of any others which I ' 
have read of. ■ The maftcr of a boat,, which was juft returned 
from Tor, offered to recover the anchor, which I mentioned to 
have been loft by our ve0el, while Aie vras at the entrance of the 
harbor. As it lay in fixteen fathom water, the captun gave 
little credit to the fellow's pretenfions, but was willing to try 
the experiment, as much from a motive bf curiofity as any other. 
The diver was to earn but a third of the fixed reward, Ihould his 
attempts mifcarry. He brought his boat to the veflel to-day, and 
accompanied our long-boat, with an officer on board, to the 
. mouth of tbe harbor. And from this officer I had die following 
particulars. 

When they came to the fuppof^ place, the diver went down 
ia fixteen fathoms, with- no other preparation than a wdght to 
-his fee^ and a piece of wood' en his noftrils, ta prevent his 
fetching his breath in the water. There was a rope faftened 
to his arm, by which he gave notice when he wanted to be di:awn- 
up. At the fignal made, he was run up by fait comrades with 
amazing celerity. He ii^bnned the officer that he had feen tiie 
anchor at Ibme diftance ; and taking a rope of fufficient ftrength 
to hold it, he dived again to an equal depth, and tied it to tfap 
ring of the anchor. Upon: wnghing it,, however, it turned out 
.not to be eurs, bob a large grapnel belonging to the annual 
jNdda Tcfiel, which. &iied from hence fome months, ago. A:^ 
iMs difappobttment^ to make.good what he had aflerted of his 
ftill, the fellow went down in two-and-twenty ^iithoms, though 
Ac wind began to.fnihen,. and the fea tcf be rufiled. He ftaid 
betwee;! two and three minutes . under water, accordii^ to the 
watch of the gentleman prefent. Nay, after he came into the 
boat, this amphibious creature did not take the preflure fromi 
htS: no(trils for near, a . minute longer ; and appeared not in the 

leaft: 
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leaft fatigaed or difcompofed. He affirmed, that upon occafion, 
he can dive fome fathoms tle^r ; and in a calm day, can ice 
- ten fathoms around him. That he can -walk about with great 
eafe at the bottom of the fea, and fcparatc branches of cord from 
the rocks, with an ax or a faw. As a proof of which, he pro- 
duced a lai^ branch of coral, which he had taken out of a bay 
to the northward. I have a piece of this coral in my pafleffiori. 
Anxious as he appeared to be for the recovery of oor imchor, 
we have realbn to "believe that the poor man had been finrbiddch 
by the vizier to get it; as he means to turn it to hit own ac- 
■county after our departure. I am icnfible th^ the drirers go to 
a great depth, in the pearl-iiflieries in the Gul{^ of FedM, 
where they are affifted by machines of various conftru£tions : but 
-fuch a marvdloos' inftance as I have related, of natural powers 
unaided by the efforts of art, fliould have died in filoice for 
Tne, had it not fallen, in a toanner, under our imniediats ohSct- 
vation. 

The only recreation we enjoy, is failing about the harbcn' in one 
of the Ihip's boats. And this is rather connived at by oar guanj, 
ihem a&oved of irr'the vixier, ^hak «rdcrft concerning us me 
.1437 "£i^ ^"^ the omrfe of thefe 'cmizis, we have had -ioppor;> 
toratfies to make ouriclviis well acquftinted vtith the barbar^ and 
to'piodnoc the plate whidi has ilnen. exhibited of it. But adl 
«ar obfovaUOns tended nothing towsafds otir iotm «nl«^gBniB«t. - 
Thdre is but <Hie channel into idic likrbor, anfirth^ udnd'jtet- 
ftantly l^lows into it at this iexfon. It is ftot, tfackcfarq; the Idfe 
'of our gune, or the prefence of a guard, that dctaiois us. 'Del|nfr 
would fiinuih us with arms to rid .us of this obftack^ !wBre tte 
idoor of «fcs^ cpen to our veffeU 
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MONDAY, 2d June. 

. This montiiig tlie iMig-cxpefted boat brought in the ftiaw^ 
biHKter of jBdda. At mnet^'clcck he came aboard the Adventure,. 
Aid <k)iv«cd our- eiq;>t^ a . letter from the X'erif btmfelf, and 
another froih Captain Anderfon. The firft letter contained per- 
miffion for the. captain to go where he pleafed, on paying the 
duties of the port of Yamb*; an impofition w4uch is levied oa 
aU .veffels that enter the Xerifs ports, whether they dtipofe of 
their cargoes or not. If Tie preferred going to Judda, no duties 
were to be paid at Yamfeo ; but in that cafe, the ^effel was to- 
be given as a ftcurity, into-the charge of the XeriTs fervants j 
and the captain »id his officers were to proceed to Judda, oa a 
boat which fhould be jM^vided for them. The vizier was lifce- 
wife directed to difpateh the packets, and the gentlemen who 
had the care of them, in a proper boat to Suez. Such was -the 
fiibftance of the Xerifs ca-ders. They were in fome refpefts, 
unreaf<mable enough, and betrayed a greater regard to his own 
benefit, than a readinefs to do us juftiee. Bat our fttuation coa~ 
fidered, it will be eafily bdieved, that we were more fatisfied than- 
edierwife, at the receipt of thefc tidings. 

The contents of Captain Anderfon*3 ktter were not leiV i^re»«- 
able: After condoluig with us on our misfc»tune, heteUs ust. 
that the Swallow ilot^ of war,, which, had been (Hi a vc^ge to 
Suez, was juft arrived at Judda. That on learning our fitua- 
^n, her commander, .Captain Panton, had demanded fatisfac- 
ioAvi of the govermnent, for the infult that had been o^red to~ 
the Biitifh flag. It was plain from his letter, that the Xerif 
was unacquainted with this demand, when his inftru£tions rela- 
tive to us, were forwarded to Yambo. But we doubted not that 

CUE' 
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our wrongs would be redicSbd, by the prefence of a naval officer, 
of the known fpirit andhumanity of'Captain Panton. Captain 
Bacon and the fupercar^^oes of the Adventure, would Jbon have 
an opportunity of making a perfonal application to him at Judda, 
on this head. But the gentlemen bound for Europe, thought 
it expedient to Join with me, in a teprefentation of the damage* 
we had incurred, by the treachery of the Xerif s govemment. 
This letter we forwarded to Captain Panton by the hands- of 
Captain Bacon-; and though no benefit may accrue to us from 
the refult, we fliall be fatisfied to hear that the infult is revenged, 
by the interpolition of the Britiih arms. 

Our profpeA of getting to England now recurred with ten- 
fold pleafure i and we were not willing to lofe a moment in tak- 
ing advantage of the Xerif s permiflion. The interpreter was 
immediately difpatched to the vizier, to remind him of his pro- 
mife. He returned with a Nokidah, or mafter of a boat, whom 
this crafty minifter pretended to have fent us, that we might 
make our own terms with him. This modeft fellow had the 
confidence to alk us 700 dollan and a drefs, for the freight of 
his boat to Suez. 1 fay Arnght, as we were to find provifions, 
and even wkter, ourfelves. When the direft diftance be confi- 
dered, which fcarcely exceeds 150 leagues, and the boat itfelf be 
e^mined, which is without a deck, and not. fo well found as 
a Coniilh filhing-lmack, no one will pronounce the demand to 
be within the bounds of moderation, though preferred by an 
Arab. But we were in abfolute want of the boat, and were 
fain to fee ourfelves cheated, with our eyes open. We found 
this convenient agent inflexible in his purpole, and were glad to 
firike the bargain at 650 dollars, the msyor part of which, we 
flirewdly fufpe^ed, would go into the vizier's coftrs. And 
this was die return which his gratitude fuggefted, for the prelent 
which we made him ! but we were obliged to keep our fufpi- 
3 cions 
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dons and our complaints, equally a fecret. It was in the iter's 
power to frame a thousand delays in our undertaking, and cour 
fequently, our intereft to wink at an impofition, by which we 
fecured his proteftion; On thefe principles, therefore, we agreed 
to ^ve more for the hire of a boat, than fhe was intrinfically 
worth. And, happy to e&spc from the fnare which befet us, 
we did not think our liberty dearly purchafed, at the price of 
being haudTamely fleeced. When this weighty matter was fet- 
tled, the Arab retirwi, to give his employer the agreeable intelli-^ 
gence of his fuccels, while we ferioufly prepared ourfelves to turn. 
a bad bargain to the beft account. 

SU-NDAV. 8th June; 

The laft week was employed in regulating the afiairs of the^ 
veflel. Tl^ere was not the beft appearance of harmony between 
the vizier and the fliawbunderj: which operated to retard her 
difpatch. Byfome blunder 'of the former, the cargo was- or- 
dered afhore; and though this, procedure feemed to contradidl 
the Xerif s commands, the captain could not dilpute the plea^ 
iure of the vizier^ By the Ihawbunder'sreprefentation,. however, 
the cargo was forthwith returned to the veflelj but a bale of cal- 
licoes was miiHng. This, was undoubtedly embezzled by the 
Tizier and his people, who ftoutly denied having received it,, 
though oppofed by the teftimonies of die fupercargoes, and the 
officers of the Adventure, Two days were fpent in fruitlefs dif^- 
putes on this fubjefi; and there ia no pronouncing to what a 
' length they would have been fpun out, had; not a leafonable 
hint which the vizier dropped, finally, decided tiiem.. He affect- 
ed to declare, that as his honor was doubted,- he muft infifl: upon . 
tilings refting as they were, until juftice had been done to him- 
at. Mecca, There needed no more, to convince us of the abiur- 
K. ditj;.' 
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^ity of 'perieyerance againft fuch a charafter. Wc-were afccr* 
tiUfted of h!6 being capable of the Wackcft aftiohs ; and -flic cap- 
tain wifely refplved to forego his right, anfi give a receipt for the 
vAkAc cargo. , . i . 

Thefe vexations tranfaftions detained my fylow-travtJiers anA- 
jnyielf at Yambo, as the veffel's departure and burs was to take 
ptace together. But every thing being now prepared for'the pro- 
fecotion of our coafting voyage, our' debts at this place dif- 
charged, and the boat we had agreed for, having been exchanged 
for another, which the vizier, for reafons beft Icnown to himfelf, 
pitched upon for us, we this aftemODn obtjmrcdiour audience of 
leave of this ■ extraordinary perfonage. We were received with 
that politenefs and a&b3itgr, which in mkufters of ftate, cover 
a multitude of imperfections. Thefe are the bright fides of po- 
litical charaders, where an agreeable light is blended with the 
Ihades that ovCTcaft them. Had our knowledge of this man been 
confined to externals, we IhouW have quitted Yambo, with tiie 
moft favorable ideas of his difpofition. But the brutality of his 
conduft could not be foftened by the polifh of his manners, and 
die conviction of his treachery flaftied through the vail of k 
fmooth tongue and a winning addrefs. We were refolved, never- 
thdefs, to appear fatisfied of his fincerity ; which, in truth, wc 
"now gave him more credit for, than fince our acquaintance com- 
taeftced. He had no longer any probable motive to amufc us'j 
and the Xerif s commands are reputed to be held too facred, to 
"be (ported vvith by his lervants. We took in good part, the 
wiflies he exprefled foi- our fafe arrival at Suez ; and received 
tiie paflport which he gave us for the fccurity of our perlbns, 
with entire confidence in the virtue <rf its contents. We took 
"our leave of the viaer, amid a profiifion ofhigh-ftown compli- 
ments, which we had neither the capacity nor inclination to re- 
turn. The natives of the Eaft are fo habituated to this mode 
t of 
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of rpeech, that vdUtunied comi^iments Mi from their lipS; 
with inexpreflible readinefs. And the Arabian language is To fu- 
petior in el^ance to the reft, iJiat this people, in other refpefts 
fi> renurkable for their iimplicity, exceed al! other nations in 
&e delicacy of their expreflion, and the agreeable wildneis of ^ 
th^ images. 

MONDAY, 9th June. 

TIu3 has been a bufy, as well as a joyful day for us. Oi| 
^e eve of recovering our liberty, after a tedious and painful de- 
tention> like thef Inrds who eicape the c^e which with-held 
them, and flutter abroad without a thought of the confequences. 
we cynly r^oiced over the pr^bnt moment, unheedf^l c^ the trala 
we might lall kito, or the dangn-s that m^t £tw^t us in coaft- 
ing » wild anid unkn{>wil . (Hori, And, ab the poet finely fa^s; 
•' with no other ftay fiive uuiocence and Heaven." We coul4 
onl^ provide againft obvious calamities. We were wdl fUf- 
niihed with fire-arms and ammunition, to guard agadnft c^cfk 
dttftcksi and with rifee and water, to' obviate the i&lU of :{iunger 
zatA tlurfis. But the fiiendflup^ of Captain B^cgnr jEet tkS ^h^f^ 
•nfwering the mere neceHities of natdiie.'. Hd fu|^ied u^ wj^ 
nany^ articles, wMchraight have beendifpenfed within the vay- 
a^ wl»eh we haid'Und«rtaken»<;had We'meant'to hfive l^eptal^tr' 
Ho fiutable t^ , out accoininodaf ion& in an o^e» bc^tji, : ; .8|^t])tw 
wa» williri^ that we {hould be _a^ well provided m his-ifhip^wofijd- 
^Sord-j ajBd we^ caukl net i'n-J:iiftic*>i r«fufe }(vai the i^eaj^i^i<^ 
fmwAing: his. ^nteel behayier- during et foar-monthff.vtty^i^ 
. t>3f tibiff mer? ,4^ri£^' ifLfkiif^e-of' hts^attent^.-: liyfl^ ^^E^ 
* Wlyftety totptojsle in 5^r<^tv vrfw.ate' oWiged to pfiy ^axtrw?** 
giAitl); fdr a paiftge firoA*; we-rk-iogdeHai: ti> aiiothej-, tio ll^ar^^it^ 
thfr flertimaiidfra,. iu gpufina^. i^.tlie ■e!0«.^>ry;.|«5vi^ in' lai^» 
'. , K 2 think 
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think yowr entertainment fufEciently repaid by the pkafnre of. 
yotir company j and are only flrutUous to render a paflTage agreea- 
ble to yon, which can no otherwife redound to their benefit,- 
than what a liberal mind feels on the exertion of an hofpitable 
action. This remark is due to the gentlemen of afervice, which 
has been too much difparaged by the ill conduft of feme unworthy 
members. The character of Captain Bacon, and others that I 
could mention from experience, will more than atone for the 
JefcfVion of the reft. I (hould nbt omit, among the reft of 
his favors, that he furnifhed us with a lafcar, or mariner, who 
had fome knowledge of the Arabic tongue. It would be painful 
to conceive the difficulties, to which we might be reduced in the 
Goarfe of our journey, were not this maa to be with us, to in- 
terpret our wants, and to give tiie people wc dealt with, a 
more favorable idea of Chiiftians. He is. a Muflulman, and is 
likely to gain Ibme credit with thofe of his perfuafion. And yet 
wc were on the point of fettlng out, without any interpreter ; 
neither reflecting on poflible events, nor providing agunft hu- 
man accidents. 

We fupped for the laft time, on board the Adventure j and 
after taking a parting glafs, and a cordial leave of Captain Ba- 
con and the reft of our friends. Major Alexander, Lieutenant 
• • *, Mr. Hammond, and myfelf, attended by my European 
iervant, two flavc-boys of the major's, one of Lieutenant • • *'s, 
and Ibrahim our interpreter, ft:q>ped into the veflel's pinnace, 
and were prcfcntly conveyed to the boat, which wc reached about 
ten o'clock at night. I would attempt to g^ve the reader fome 
klea of the place we got into, but the deftription demands an 
higher coloring than my pencil can give it. If he can imagine, 
however, the fituation of four gendemen,' crouded together in a 
iquare of about five feet diameter, with no defence &om the 
noontide funs and midiught dews <^ the Arabian c^aft, deprived 
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of the fmalleft.exercire or their limbs, and\ condemned to' the 
conAaht fociety of the boat's crew; wholly 'at the diftretion of 
a perfidious race, and with. the profpeft of a long and tedious. 
cruize in an unknown fca -^ he may gather fome faint traits of 
the undertaking we were engaged in. As we fought the danger, 
there can be no variity ih;fpeaking of it: as fometHing mors, 
than, an idle tBmferity,' enforced the profecudon of a voyage, 
the difficulties of which we were fufficiently apprized of. 

JOURNAL OF THE BOAT IMPOSITION 

FROM YAMBO T6^yARDS SU^Z. . 



TUESDAY, loth June. 

We were difturbed at day-break by the arrival of the nokidah, 
and pilot who is to navigate the boat, which, from the price we 
have paid for her, we have named the Impofition. Tbey^rbught 
another Arab and three Abyffiniah flaves with them, who made 
up her crew. And thele are full fufficient to manage her. 
Could we confult bur eafe before our lafety, we would willin^^y 
difpenle with this addition to our numbers, which greatly ex- 
ceed the fize and convenience of our bark. We found no little 
<hfficulty, laft night, in pronding for our repole. Our chefts 
form' a . iquare in the center of the boat, and my companions 
and I, each take up his lod|pjig on his own ch^. Our fer- 
vants dilpofM themfelves in fuch places, as they could obtain a ■ 
footing upon ; but this increafe to our fodety, yn\t reduce them 
to the neceffity of fecuiing a poft for themfelves. 

S We 
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We wnghed'our anchor at 6 A. M. and ftood to the weft- 
ward, with the wind at N. by W. But we had not got a league 
cut, when the wind hauled round to N. W. This obliged 114 
to runjsack again* and anchor at the mouthc^the harbor. 

We had not been here long, when a boat pafied as, widi 
Captain Bacon and lus chief mate on board. They are bound 
for Judda, and we had but jaft time to h^ each other, and 
.r^new our wiihes for our redprocal wdfare. The wind mil be 
fair for their boat, when they get clear of the harbor i and thdr 
paiTage promiJes to be a fpeedy one, in [MX>portion as the wind 
13 unfavorable to as. 

The wind was ftrong all day from the N. W. In the even- 
ing we faw the Adventure, ftanding towards us. There were but 
a few of her fails fet ; and the Arabian pilots, to whole charge 
Jhe is committed by the Xerif 9 ordw, not being able to make 
any hand of it, brought her to an anchor again in the har- 
bor. This outlet -proves the little knowledge of thefe pilots; 
and it will be well if they cariy her fafely to Judda, confidering 
tide great difference, hstw^ca .working her,: aind vefiels rigged for 
waiftiog.- voyage*. . . ■ 

I have annexed a chart of die RoL-fea^ from Yambo to Suez,. 
IjteC tlici.wadec maQr pqdiae the track of the boat as he read» 
thftjoumsl.. 

W'E't) N E S b^A Y. I ith June. 

. ..The nqktdafi aod pafot:ifep(rtip0a.thB:paap, hitt ni^t. Oui^ 
«rt90g«tnent, ther«fioce. iaas-follawsL They kaittr pcpgefled thetn- 
ieiyi^siof the. ftsfto ;; m^ codipaiufau' and myietf oecApy tha mid- 
Jf)4feti, Wfi'DUS iervatits, and-the: creni looep in.'the fbre-paf( of 
ithe- koQlb . W«- hfWBiQtraiiitEb aiiQwdlietoon upba ^ the gunnel ^ 
and have our fuf^sa and piihils Itaniftl:^,- But avvtt: a» a^ye^,. 

} under- 



y Google 



r 7V I 

under the protection of the fort, we have not began to keep 
watch during tfeie ni^ht. . . '.'. " 

At 6 A. M. we weighed with the wind at S. W.' and ftood 
?if . W. and i^ abttirt ftree leagries ; 'ttit the wind faiSetify veer- 
ing round to -the w^ft'and W. K. ^y. the plot fotiti^li'ecoiild 
not reach has -intended ahditoring'place, and, tb oiir great mor- 
tification,' rah' back feiftffi iKe wind, to an p|rening ' fcetWeeii 
the roclcs;- Thefe rocks are a part of a reef, that ext^ds frotti 
Judda to Cape Mahomet, and in which our veffef was urifot- 
^imattlyefttangled.-'-Wicir we-were- driven' to the^neefeffity 0^ 
puttShg into Yambo.' -We'trnderihrnd there are jJartictrfar-jpIaces 
vpon tills doaft, wKch-reffeb arc oOTgedtotearfi donngth'e day, 
«r elfe tfeey muft, at tirtes, nih back to the birth' whith thi^ 
ieft, for want of anchoring-^groond. At one of tlre^ ft^gis, 
^ur boat brought -to, at 'twelve o'clock, which is t1\€ pfoperfA 
terra liiat can be ufed on the occafion. A^th^ boat approadies 
the reef, one of the crew jumps irom the forecaftte, witli a hook 
in eadi hand, and diving under the reef, feftens the " hooks to 
the roefcs, which are rendered- porous by the water. '*rhe boat 
rides here in finooth water, with her fides almoft totrching ttsc 
rocks. And here a veffel of considerable burden, might ride; 
as the water is fo deep, Aat we cannot fimha bottom with fe- 
veral fethoms of rope. 

■ We took an obfcrvation at noon, and found oiifielves in "the 
latitude of 24° 10' north. We have hitherto made little or no 
■progrefs in our voyage j bat are not to defpair, becaufe the 
-winds have been contrary for two days. In the afternoon we 
few the Adventure, landing to the fouth ward; This denotes 
diat fhe is clear of the harbbr, but fhc feems to be going under 
a vwycafy fail. 

THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, 12th June. 

The nokidaK waded afliore during the night, in order to ga 
' to Yambo for a fpar» to replace one which was. carried awaj 
yefterday. He had not left us long, when a brilk breeze fprung 
up from the land, with which, we might have made a ftretch 
to the northward, had our mafter been aboard. But this is only 
on a fuppoiition, that thefe people work thar boats in the 
night, which we have, indeed, but too much reafon to doubt. 
At day-break the wind fhifted to the N. W. fo that when the 
nokidah returned, he foimd that it was impoiSble for us to 
{tir. He brought fopie intelligence refpe£ting the Adventure. 
It ieems that the Arabian -pilots are fo imfkilful in the manage- 
ment of a veflel of her cotuthruftion, that the fupercargoes and 
the officer who remain on board, are afraid of being caft away 
in the paflage to Judda. They have- already: loft all her own 
anchors by their ignorance j and it: is a great chance* if they 
iucceed better with the grapnels., which they h^ve taken in, to 
fupply the lofs. The Situation of this veflel is very peculiar-. 
She was reduced to her preient diilrefs by the treachery of thefe 
barbarians ; and is in danger of being wrecked by their- ob- 
ftinacy, in not permitting CaptMn- Bacon to take charge of her,. 
when they carry her clear of the rocks. But vengeance, _no 
doubt, awaits the injured. This is not the. ^rft time, that the 
.Euglifh fiag has redrefied her. fubjefts, even, in t^s remote fea .: 
and the hour perhaps will come, when the Xerif bf Mecca wiU 
be forced to do juftice to thefufferers on.theihow Adventure.. 
Aboot nine o'clock the wind changed, to the fouthward ; but 
we could not take advantage of it, on account of the ablenc^ 
of fome of our conlpany. Lieutenant * • * went a(hore at fix 
o'clock, on pretmce of gathering famphire, and. took Ibrahim 

our 
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OUT interpreter with him. We were i little furprized at than 
flajT; but when the wind became favorable, we difpatched a ma- 
riner into the country, to recal them to the boat, fint how 
was our liu-prize itwrreaied,- when the melli»tger letumed, and 
iaformed us, that they were not to be found I Varions were our 
conje^urea o» this occafion. We at one time» fancied that they 
had wandered beyond th^ knowledge, and were gone towards 
the beach; by tracing which they mufl: at length find the boat.' 
At another, we apprehended they had been furprizod by the wild 
Arabs, and carried into flavery. The true caufe was the fiutthdt 
from our thought's. But Something pofielied our ncdddah to bff- 
Ueve, that the ablcBttes were gone to Yambo. Whether he had 
obferved lieutenant * * * 's difcontent at his fituatioa, and liif- 
Itefted that he v^as engaged in a bufincfj unfavorablb to hint, 
lb it was, the nokidah's penetration exceeded ours,, and he d&- ' 
tennined to ieek them at Yambo^ It was about noon' when 
he fet out for the towiH which is about two leagues £(&m 
. hence*! and, that nothing might be wanting on ouc parts, to re* 
cover our friends, we directed two mariners to take dijftreat i^utes- 
iti fearch of them^ while we hoifled a fignal on our niainraaft; 
and tUfchaiged- our nm&etoon rq)e*tiedly, in faupes of aUra^ng 
dtrir Botfee. At.; P. M. the wind' came about to thv N, W. 
and bl^ fcqaa that point the. nft of the day. 
- Our mariosrsi Ktunted widi as littk fiuotfa, ai before. Ouc Opi' 
niees nowi began to waver, and we fufpe&d that Ueutenant * * * 
had< taken iomeoxtraoidinaryftep, £va fmce our imprifonment 
atYanboi his conduct had been: ths.'rentfe tnwhat we had known 
it. His prqudice againft the Arabs exceeded ali bounds, and his 
;Q^I!ebei^nc of thetA £tood Hr hniB: dilbrdend bis intcHodts. 
He often eiprefled fiuh »a abborfeoce of! th« voyage! we were 
about tD< engage: in,, that w« more than onse:prKfled him to for* 
bear acbompanying ur. . We had ob&ived with concern^ that 

- L he 
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lie had betrayed fears for Ms life erer fince he entered the boat ; 
and was always on the watch, wlule we flept m tlie fecurity^ 
which our fituation required. We were too near to Yambo, to- 
expe£t danger from the country ; and all refiftance would'' 
be vjun, were harm intended us by the government. But th^ 
night before, he had declared, that our Arabs meant to murder 
us at {upper. Thai, that they had deferred it until midnight. 
Thefe, and many other extravagancies which' he comnutted, we- ^ 
attributed to the effeAs of diftruft, and ccmt^ited our&lves with- 
laughing at them ; although he firequently protefted^ that he had' 
overheard the Arabs debating on- the manner of our deaths. 

Theday thus palTed over our heads, while we labored under a* 
wdght of vexation and anxiety. We had mi(I«d of as fair a wind* 
as could blow for us ; and were uncertain of the fate, which had. 
beiallen Lieutenant * * * and Ibrahim. At^ve- o'clock we dilco* 
veredcameU and a. guard of foldiers at a diftance, which -actually 
turned out to be thetr.efcort. Our looks mutually exhibited afto* 
nilhrnent and confufion at this meeting. But we pitied the fitua- 
tion of our companion,, and forbore to reproach him in the pre- 
fence of the guard. He feemed much agitated and fatigued, and' 
li>okie but. little on. his arrivaL Frc»n our interpreter and the- 
guard, we learntthe particulars of his expedition. It appears, that* 
his diftruft of our Arabs had fo worked upon the mkid of Lieu-* 
tenant • * *, as to induce him to return, in a clandeftine man- - 
ner, to the vizier of Yambo,. and communicate his fnfpicions.- 
On their reaching the Ihore, he artfully drew Ibrahim towards 
the town, and, on their getting about a mile, by threats and en-. 
treati«6« he perfuadcd the fimple fellow to accompany- him. On- 
their reaching the . town^. they were laid hold, of by fome Arabs f- 
and carried, as they defired, before the vizier, Th^ were- re> 
ceived very politely by that minifter, and the complaint of Lieu- 
tenant *- * * was fo far. attended to, that a guard was ordered to> . 

tak&: 
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take the boat-people .into cuftody. At this moment tht 
uokiclah arrived, and gave evidence of his innocence^ by tiie 
relation of our behavior on the abfence of the acculer. The 
tables were now turned, and Lieutenant * • * was fent back 
to* us, in the manner before recited. The vizier liifpatched 
an Hindoo with him, to aflure us, in the Moor tongue, that we 
had nothing to fear from the boat-people, whofe lives fliould 
anfwer for our fafcty. We were obliged, in our own defence, to 
difown any knowledge of Lieutenant * • • 's intentions ; and to 
thank the vizier for his candid behavior on this occafion. The 
guard then departed, with a gratification which we made them 
for their trouble. 

As accufations and repinings were equally vain, we determined 
among ourfelves, to be filent on this myftetious cohdufl: of 
Lieutenant • * *, We, however, reprimanded Ibrahim very fc- 
verely, in his prefence, for the folly which he had been guilty of; 
and came to a general refolution, not to go on ihore on the 
continent, nor detain the boat for any <me, who ventured to do 
fo in future. After we went to bed, we obferved Lieutenant * • • 
go to the poop, and by means of geftures, and the few words 
of Arabic of which he is mafter, hold a kind of difcourle with 
the nokidah and pilot. He came to his fcrutoire once or twice, axKl 
we fufpe£l took out money. What he did with it, or what y/'Hl 
be the ifiiie of his unhappy turn of mind, we cannot determine. 
It was late when he laid down, and we have reaibn to believe his 
reft is broken and unfound. 

FRIDAY, 13th June. 

Om boat got under fail at faur o'clock this morning, witK a 

light breeze from the land. Though ihe is too large to row 

agdnfi an head fea, we found the advantage of having oars i>n 

i# 4 board. 
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board. The wt&ther was io moderate, wc made ufe of them the 
gtcateft part of tlie morning. At nine A.M. the wind ihiftcd 
to the S. W. bat proved very faint. We felt the rage of the 
fan to-day pretty fevorely. While we arc undor iail, it is not 
pofiU>k for us to put up a c^vaTs awning, with which wc ure 
furnifbed. But to advance quicker in our progrds, wc muft be 
content to be expofed in this manner. About 3 P. M. the wind' 
came round to the favorite point, the N. W. which obliged 
us to ran into finooth water, and bring to, as before, between 
the breakers and the ftiorc ; &om the latter of whidi we are 
about a mile diibnt. llie coaft here is rather low, but the 
mountuns rife a few miles behind it. The flcy was too hazy 6x 
DS to take aa ohfervation at noosi} but t^ our reckoning, we 
Ifeave guned about three kagoes to die northward in tbe lafl 
ran. 

Juft as the boat came to michor. Lieutenant * * *'3 infimiity 
plainly difcovercd it^f. We had been confirmed fince yefterday„ 
in our fofpicions ^ his b^it bang bMiched. His appente was 
^ne, his-' looks were wild and difordcredr and his converfadon 
continuaUy bordered upon madnefs. He told us, when the boar 
ftood oat to fta this mormng, that ^e Arabs wax carrying us. 
there to murder us y and, when ihe ftood into land, he changed 
his tone, and pronotuxed our deaths ta he pitpared for us here. 
We little regasdsd fuch ftvange fancies ; bat were alarmed modi ac 
his fcising his tm>vd when we came ta anchor^ and bidding vs. to 
ftand upcMi our defence. The Arabs were now >iaftly frightened; 
at his extravaguice, and we had much ado to perfuade him to lay 
by his fwbrd. This dxcun^ance had been overlooked, and we: 
had determined oily to keep a ffcrift eye on his condufl: ; when- 
tlie snivai of two boats, from the northward^ intixe cove ve are- 
in, opened, a flrahgc and uncxpeSed fcenc. 

As t^. appraached.y9, Lieatenant ***■ betsiyed the ftrou^sffc 
. .*. 9 fymptoms 
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ffmptom* df unearmefs. He gravely bade us prepare for death t, 
and, uilaMOuntably, made-the& new-comers privy to our fate. . 
It was in vain tliat we aflfured him, they eouid have no intima- 
tion of any ill whi^ was meant us j Arrangers as they were, and 
aecidetxtat as our meeting had been. Such an unhappy prepof- 
fefllon had' he taken agtunft the Arabians in general,, that no , 
Opinifm, no reafoning of ours, couK avail. We knew th4t he 
had but little knowledge of the Arbbic language ; but every word 
that had an affinity to thofe of wicked porport, was converted, 
by his difttmpered imagination, into the very mifchief itfelf ; as 
kis infected fight, in like manner, turned ftick* into fj>ears, and 
knives into daggers. The eats of Ibrahim were open as well as 
his, and his ready appreheniioft of the language would have ad^ 
veitiJed us of daftge^, if any were' zi hand. 

It had been whilpered to lis, that fbme mottey had beengiven- 
to OUT nokidah bft riight i artd we xvert now hot a little afto^ 
nifhed to find from Lieutenant • * * hinjlHf, that the fum was' 
ilo kfs dian 75 Venetians, which hC'had dividwi bttween the rio- 
kidah and pilot, to feve his life. He lamented,- however,' that it- 
was in vail* ; for our deaths were fixed upon, and we fhould-foon- 
.fic^lew Captain Bacon and the genderaen in t"hd Adventure^ 
who, he vehertiefttly afiinned, had been maflacred' fomc days be- 
fore. Tt>divert thefe, ftrange thoughts as much as poffible, ai 
fia(ve-bOy of Majca* Alexander's* played on the fiddle, while the* 
Afabd ift the other boats, joined us with their kinds of mufic. 
We had fupped,. andwere looking at fome fifh, which wete play- 
Eftg about the boat,- When Lieutenant * * * fuddenly iprang fromr 
his feat, with two fivofds itt his hand, and running to th6 ma- 
jor, gave him one iword to defend himfetf, and attempted to' 
draw the other, as he faid his life was in danger, frdm a man;' 
sear the maitlmaft of the- boat, vrfio had a poniard in his hand.. 
The boat was nhiAedit^el^ filled with conftifion; the crew 
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'crouded together in-the ftem, and called out to the otiKer boat, 
■which pulhed away from us in hafte. The matter was too cri- 
tical to be trifled with J and the frenzy of our companion had 
become too conipicuous, to be -palliated. He was accordingly 
feized> and difarmed by us; and, in the ftruggle, the major re- 
ceived a flight wound in the foot, from the other's fword. 

We now began to be alarmed for ■ ouri<£lves. The ftrange 
boats might-judge from appearances, that we had hoftile inten- 
"tions, and perhaps, attempt to fecuce themfelves, in a manner 
not very agreeable to us. The nokidah of ourscame to us, and 
pofitively declared, that he -would not get under &il again, 
while Lieutenant * * * remained on board. , It was to no pur- 
pofe that we oSered to pledge our lives for the lafety of himfelf 
and crew; and to keep a conftant watch on our unhappy 
friend. The man was ftartled at the mad freaks which had been 
committed j and owned to us, that he thou^t our lives in equal 
danger with his own : as in his frantic fits. Lieutenant * • * 
would not be able to diftinguifli his friends from his imaginary 
&es. The reader may fuppofe that this infinuadon made no 
imprelHon upon us. Our repugnance in parting with our com- 
panion in fo melancholy a fituation, awakened all our elo- 
quence, and redoubled our efforts to keep him with us. For 
fome hours did we argue the matter with our nokidah and 
pilot, who had now joined him. But ihey remained deaf to. 
our remonflxances. We found ourfelves reduced to the necef- 
fity of either foregoing our voyage, or complying with thcfe 
fellows' demand, of defiring Lieutenant • • • to return to Yambo 
upon one of the boats near us. This boat is ^erwards to pro- 
ceed to Judda; where he will find Captain Bacon,.and be certaui 
of being accommodated in his veflel. 

When we faw there was no alternative, but what had been 

|>ropo(ed to us, we were fain to acquieic^, however ftrong our 

3 relu£tance 



y Google 



f 79 . ] 
reltiAance to fuch a mcafurc. But on a fertous review of it, 
liieutenant • * * 's intereft may have demanded it, as much as 
our own. The bufinefs we are engaged in, is of too great con- 
idquence to be forgone j and by his going to Judda, we are af- 
certained that he is likely to meet ^th the aiUftaiice which his 
unfortunate cafe requires, from the fuigeon of the Swallow fioop 
of war. Whereas, by proceeding with us, his malady would 
daily encreafe, by the force of the terrors which he enter- 
tains of our Arabs. And fome months would perhaps elapfe 
before he could receive the advice of an European furgeon. 
The opportunity^ of 'reflao«ng him might never occur again ; 
and the idea of beholding him funk in the laft fbage of mad- 
nefs, bound hand and foot, and opt of the reach of medi- 
cine, prefents a pifture too diftrcffing to encounter, even in fan- 
cyi A letter was therefore written to Captain Bacon, with' a 
fttrnmary of the untoward affair. We requefted him to fuppiy 
Lieutenant • • * with the money which he had paid for hisflikre 
of the boat ; for which Captain Bacon was to call on our attornies- 
in India. 

Our nokidah now hailed one of the boats, and induced it to 
diaw near us again. He related the caufe of the late difturbance„ 
and ^reed Vrith the mafter of it, to land Lieutenant * * « and. 
1h6 ikve-boy at Yambo, and afterwards carry him to Judda.^ 
He was now afked the amount of the fum, which he had 
recttved the laft night from Lieutenant * * ♦. The noludah 
and pilot produced 25 Venetians, which they declared were all 
ht had given them. It was impoflible to difcover the truth. - 
Lieutenant * * * might perchance be miftaken, and they be. apt 
to deceive us in fuch a point. It appears, however, of little, mo- 
ment to our poor friend ; who is in a mood to give away all his. 
money to the firft man he is diftruftful of. 

It was now midnight, and Lieutenant * « • feemcd defirous 
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oi palTmg tlxe tiight with usi which he once more fokHuily 
averred, was tha kft which be or we Oiould ever know. A« 
we were not to part until day-break, we readily alTcnted to this 
delire. We prevailed on him to lie down on one of our beds. 
as he was afraid to rem^n in his own. At his own requeftk 
and for the fatisfaftion of our Arabs, Mr. Hammond aivl my- 
felf kept watch over him vntil morning, i da not remember to 
have ever been engaged in a more di&gree»ble office. Our hu- 
manity was wounded By the ot^e£t before u« j and our coa- 
fciences were touched at a re&lution, which we had been 
obliged to adopt in oujr own iJeTpitc fht reader i^ ieafibilitj 
will feel for our peq)lexiiy. Not a vriiik of floqi did «ur 
charge get during the night. He ftart^ up every moment in 
his bed, or caUed out to us to know, what vilkun fteod behinfi 
:bim with a, drawn fword I He feemed Kot to apprehend dangw 
from the other boats i or to dream o£ aiJafUns, but junoog ow: 
own people. 

SATURDAY, 14th JoNK, 

At day-break ,the fignal was made for failing. Lieutenant 
* * * arofe. rather more compofed than uiiialt ^nd. permitted lus. 
baggage to be. put into, the other boat, without complaining;, 
^e had. reflexion enough at this moment, toi&e the neceflity o£ ' 
our reparation ; and allured us, -that he held. himii^If in na more 
danger in one place than another. It was his firm, opinion that 
■ our deftiny was certain, whether in this veflel or. that„ at Yambo; 
or at Judda. We paid for his pafTage, and gave the mailer of 
.the boat a verbal meflage for the vizier, to advertise him, of our 
companion's Htuation, and to requeA his good offices,, in getting 
hipi conveyed fafely to Judda, Our letter for Captain Bacon, 
we committed to the ilave-boy, together, with, his maker's 

fwords 



y Google 



[ 8' ] 
At'ords and keys. This is a ihrewd honeft boy, who we make 
no doubt will be as careful as he can be, of his mafter, on this 
ihort paffage. We had the fatisfaftion to perceive, that Lieu- 
tenant * * • left us much more readily, than we could have cx- 
pe£led. Though his antipathy to the Arabs is rooted in his pre- 
fent difordcr, he diftinguifhes ours more particularly, in his 
diftruft ; and perhaps, the quitting tiieir company, is a temporary 
relief to his mind. Fortunate did we hold it, that not an angry 
word was requifite, to haften his d^arture ; affe^ed as we were 
at the fituation of a perfbn, whom we had fome regard for, and 
averfe to embittering the potion which was pi^epared for him. 
Our principal confolation arofc from the wind bring fur for his 
return. It enfured his reaclung Yambo in a few hours ; and 
might throw him even in the way of the Adventure, which we 
had feen at the mouth of the harbor but two days before. At 
all ewnts, we deperaled on the vizier's treating him vvith the fame 
humanity as before ; and complying with the requeft, which we 
had made in his behalf. ■ 

The boats had Jiot long left us with Lieutenant • * *, when 
a breeze of wind came off- the land. We prefentiy got under 
iail, and had made a good ftretch along fliore, when the wind 
iiiddenly came ahead, and blew fo ftpong, as to oblige lis to tack 
about, and look for a fhelter. from its fury. We ran back a 
good way on this defign, and at ii A. M. entered a large bay 
encircled by a reef of rocks, to which we'faftened our boat, in 
tie manner before defcribed. This bay is called Jeraboop, by 
the Arabians. In the middle of it there is an ifland, on which 
iiands a pricft's houfe. His name is Beridi, and we underftand, 
that he is iniited by all the faithful who pifs by, on account of 
his extreme piety and old age. We were too much taken up 
ffidth the late misfortune which had be6men our fociety, to in- 
M dulgc 
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dolge curioftty j and left our Arabs to pay their devotions on ^tfac 
ifland alone. 

We could get no obfervation at noon. The vrind blew very 
violent the whole day from the N. W. but there is no fea in this 
bay, though it is two miles actofs from the rocks to the ihoiCf 
which is here as mountainous as ufual. We caught fome heau- 
tiful rock-filh in the evening, with our hooks. They were well 
tafted, and encourag^ us to hope for fuch refreihrncnts^at other 
places, on the coaft. The wind incieafed during the night, and 
threatens a ftorm. 

SUNDAY. 15th June. 

We cannot move this moming> as the wind ftill remains con- 
trary : the weather is very boifterous without, but we may laugh 
«t the Aorm, which idly jjpends its rage on the isef of rocks, 
that rifes up, like the &venfold (hiejd c^ Ajax, between us and 
danger. Never was a coaft fo provided by nature, with a Inrrier 
againft the hoftilities of the Jea or of mankind. The very furge 
is not permitted to lafli it. And aU the navy of Burope would 
be deterred by this formidable outwork, from approaching any 
fortification which nught be ere£ied on the fhore. What a pity . 
is it, that the cotxntry is not wortt^ of the difpoiitioi^ which 
has been made in its favor 1 There is no occalion for armies to> 
proteA the coaft ; and it is certain, that Arabia Petrea is not 
indebted to this line of rocks,, for h& fecurity.. She poured ibrth^ 
myriads of enthufiafts,, under her warlike fon Mahomet, in &arch. 
of more fertile lands. Nor does, it appear, that her dc£tits, inr. 
that interval^ ^tra£led the- avarice of foreign: invaders. 

We amufed ourfelves during die morning in catching SAh 
wHch reat^ly take the bait here.. Some of them have a moutb^ 
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fik« a' parrdt^d feeakj wludi otir Arabs advlfe us not to eat. But 
whether &omitiiar unieemly fonn, or their bdng really unwhple- 
fome* Ibrahim could not dilcorer. At lo A. M. we faw a 
boat ftim^g towm'ds us, which we fuppofi to be bound to 
Yambo. The people on board defcricd- us, and- at deven o'clock 
flie run fo near the reef we were uppn> as to be within hearing. 
We find ihe comes from Suezj ai^>iearn thabmoftof the Englifh 
Vcflels have left that port. Thir was all the converfation that 
we had with the boat, which put beforethe wind, and was foon 
out of fight. We- gather this confolation, however, from the 
jntelligence, that it is likely the winds are about to fliift in 
this quarter. We can- no otherwifc accoimt for the departure 
of our ihips from Suez, fo much earlier than we expe6fced. Our , 
voyage may ^«:efore, be more prolpcrous than it promifed 
to be. 

We had no obfenration at noon, and' the wind remsuned in 
the N. W. quarter while we lay here. A poor woman waded,, 
and fwam through the water to our boat in the evening, and 
was very th^kful for fome meafures of rice which ihe took 
away. 

MONO ay; i«thJuNE, 

We were awakened at one o'clock this morning, by tiie boat 
getting under way. It is impoffible for the Arabs to perform 
this mMioeuvre, without our knowledge ; and though we loft our 
reft by the noifc on board, we were agreeaUy furprized at their 
taking advantage of the light breeze, which came from the land. 
With fail and oar, we made a fhift to go at the rate of a knot 
and a knot and an half an hour, the wliolfe night. At day- 
break we (aw a veflel to the N. W. ftanding as we did. Our 
people fay, thatibe is alfo jbound for Suez, and has been out no 
Ma left 
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lefs than twenty days from Yambo, At g A. M. we difcovered^ 
two more fail ahead. At ten we perceived" a (hoal, which they 
call Morfa, feme leagues diftant j, and at noon, two of the boats. 
appeared at anchor, within a point of land in the N. E. quar- 
ter. We ftood for them ; but the wind had now ihifted to the* 
N. W. and it was the work of fbme hours, to carry ourfelves 
within the reef where the largeft veiTel was lying. We hooked 
our boat clofe by her about 3 P. M. and underftand the bay 
we are in is called Banas. By our observation to-day it lies in 
the latitude of 24° 30' north. Cape Mahar within view to the 
northward. We are much difappointed at finding what Jittle pro- 
g^efs we have made fince we left Yambo ; and particularly, afteir 
having been at fea to-day no lefs than fourteen hours. But our 
voyage bears an intimate refemblance to what the Greeks em-- 
barked in of old ; and by our mode of coafting alone, we caa. 
ealily c<Hiceive Ulyffes to have been ten years rounding the fhores 
of Greece ; without the intervention of any enmity, but what 
the mariner m^ expe£t from, the winds and waves. 

In the evening we went on tioard the veflel by us.. Her bur- 
den and. accommodations place her far above the ftile of oiu* boat;, 
and we could not but repine at our lot, which had thrown us 
into an open boat, when.it is plain that fome of them are pro- 
vided with cabbins. We were received very civilly by her noki- 
dah, who tells us that he is going to Suez. He is ftckly, and was 
very thankful for fome medicines we fpared him, which we. 
brought with us for the complaint he is afflifted with. Thcfc, 
the Arahians never fail to folicit of Europeans, when they have, 
occafion for them, as they have a notion that we have one and 
all of us, a fmattering ia phylic. The wind freihened, and blew. 
all night from the N. W. as ufuaL 
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TUESDAY. 17th June. 

7'he wind is ftill contrary, and we cannot move this morning. 
It blew fo ftrong at day-break, that our Arabs made our boat 
feft with another rope, by a turn round a pointed rock. Where 
we lie, a man of war might ride in great fecurity. There arc 
fcverai fathoms of water clofe by the rocks, which break the 
force of .the fwell that tumbles down from the N. W. the reef 
at low water is every where dry, and we then pick up plenty oC 
filh among the crevices of the rocks. While we have this fup- 
ply, we fhall not be at a lofs for provifions. We have ftill a 
flieep left, and fhall referve a few fowls which we got from the 
Adventure, for more necelHtous times. 

At 8 A, M. the nokidah of the large veflel piud us a vifit. It 
was partly to return our compliment, but his principal bufinefs 
was to look at our chart of the Red Sea. Our Arabs tell us- 
that he is one of the belt pilots of their nation.. On a- review of 
this chart we find it tolerably exafl,. as to the names of the 
Ulands. and headlands on this coaft. It is our intention, in the 
courfe of our voyage, to correal it where it is faulty, and to- 
point out all the reefs and ihoals between Yambo and Cape 
Mahomet. We have the advantage of being with pilots, whc 
are. acquainted with every creek and comer of the coaft; and 
may gather fuch information of the track, as will prove of 
ftrvice to veflels thrown by currents on this dangerous fhore. 
The fellow's furprize was very great, to hear places named by 
ftrangers, which only thofe of his own profellion among his coun- 
trymen were acquainted with. They have no fuch thing as a^ 
chart ;. but his natural fagacity quickly made him comprehend^ 
Uie plan of ours. But as we are the firft Europeans whom he 
has heard.of in this navigation^ he cannot reconcile to himfelf,. 
5 how. 
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tow the fituation of thefe iflands could have been taken by vef- 
fels that dare not approach them. He has not the leaft idea of 
.the ufe of the quadrant j and he conceived that we were rather 
making diicoyecifis in the faeavensi. than afceituning our latitude 
below. 

We began to ^ep a regular watch to-ni^t. Each gentleman 
and his fervant to take two hours in rotation. We ihall run no 
riil^ it fcems, until Ave get among the iflands, but it is prudimfc 
to. inure ourfelves ia time to a necefiary haUt. There were hwd 
gales ftom the N. W. all day and part of the night. 

WEDNESDAY, i8th June. 

We were under way at 6 A. M,. with the wind at N. by W. 
and ftood out to &a. But the wind was- too moderate to be of 
much fervice to us, againft.tho heavy fwell which the late blow- 
ing weather has ocoafioned. We tacked therefore at lo o'clock, 
And the wind coming round more to the W. we were enabled, 
contrary to our expeftatbns, to fetch a reef to the northward 
of: Cape. Mahar about 2 P. M, There is another boat at anchor 
about a mile to the northward of us, fuppofed alio to be bound 
to Suezb Our boat beats better to windward thanthe two which 
wore in company with us^ yefterday. The latgeft of which has 
rud.into fhore near a league to the fouthwaid, and the other 
within a mile of us. 

We wese difappointed of an oblervation to-day by the high 
lands- to the&uthwardt which obftrufted our view. Our pro- 
grclS' however has been very little. Were not the full moon at 
hand, we fhould look for little fuccefs in beating up fuch a coaft 
as this. A few days of a foutherly wind would give us a good 
ihove in the ihort diftance we are going i and all our hopes reft 
on the inflaeoce of this uieful planet. The gentle light which 
z flie 
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i^e now affi>rds us during the night-fe^fon, 'proves a great relief 
to'us afitorthefunftunedf the day, in fhis fultry month. But 
difficult as we find it to keep otrffelves eool' in the dsyJtime, it 
i$ no eafier nsitter to d^cnd oar bodies frbm the damps of -the 
n^ht, when iJie wind is loaded with the lieavieft dews that ever 
fell, To -be in readinefs for every (Jhartge of wind in onr favor^ 
wc are obliged to forego the benefit of the awning I mentioned; 
We He expofed to liie whole weight of the dews, and the cloaks 
in which we wrap ourfelves, are as wet in the morning, as 
if they had been immepfed ia the fea. It is plain, however-, that 
they are not impregnated with £he bad qualities, which tender 
people fb fearful of the dew in ;maft pafts of the world, or-our. 
conititutions would have evinced the f&£t. 

The weather was very moderate during the night, and tht 
«ind remuned in the ufoal qoarter. W-e relieved our watch re*- 
gttlady, as the night before, and find^at a little practice ynXL 
make it <afy to. as.- ■ 

THURSDAY, 19th June. 

WiB got under fail at day-break wifti *hfe wind at N-.. and ftboit 
out to fea.'until 10 o'clock. The wind now heading us, we 
tacked and lay up along fliore.. Our courfe was but flow, but: 
we continued g^ning grouod' until. 2 P. M. when, we ran into» 
a fine bay, and brought to* on a reef within, an' hundred yards: 
of «fae teach. We are not at all difpleafed. with thci working of 
ourhoat. She has ran her two conforts out of fight,, and beat 
the beat which, was a^head of us yefterday.. There was aicon-^ 
teft between them the whole mormng, and the viflory declared: 
in favorof our boat, which -has fetched a mile to windward of 
the other. Howerfer coMemptiHe thepriK,-, there is a fecret fa^ 
llBfyQaon in being iiiperiot to otn: xteig^bors on every occa'> , 
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-fion. And I doubt, whether the winner at an horfe-race could 
have exulted more, than we did at our dexteritjr, in beating a 
veflel> much worfe found than ours. 

The bay we arc in, is in the latitude of 24* 36 ' N. by aa 
obfervation which we took to-day. To the W. it is defended 
by a reef of rocks^ and the high land to the northward and 
eaftward, would fecure it from a ftorm in thofc points. There 
is water enough within for the largeft fhips ; but it is very un- 
certain^ whether they £ould gain admittance wi^in the reef 
that guards this coafL It is not always that we difcem that 
reef to the weftward of us ; but there is every reafon to imagine, 
that we are {till iaiUng within it ; and that the rocks are only 
more funken in thofe places, where the lea is not feen to break 
upon them. It was accident alone, that brought the Adventure 
through this reef before our arrival at'Yamboj and it would 
be tlie fame chance, that would fteer a veflel of her burden into 
this bay, clear of the dangers which impede tiie paflage. 

To atone, in fome meafure, for the want of exercife in our 
prelent iituation, we make a practice of going into the water 
regularly before fun-fet. The coves we Ue in, are very cbnve- 
nient for this purpofe j and we find great benefit, as well as re- 
frefhment, from the fait water. 

FRIDAY, 20th June. 

We weighed at day-break, and flood out to fea, with the wind 
at N. N. W. At 7 A. M. we faw the ifland of Hafana, bear- 
ing about N. N. W._ at the difVance of eight leagues. At 
^ght, we ran by a funken rock, above three leagues from the land 1 
and at the fame time we diTcemed breakers upon our lee-quarter, a 
league further in the fea. At ten we tacked with the wind at W. 
^nd flood along the coaft. At eleven we came among a number of 
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breakers, that extend three or four leagues into the fea. Our pilot 
appears to be well experienced in this navigation. He di^lajredhti 
dexterity to-day, by running us through narrow channels, and 
almoft brufhing the rocks to the windward of the boat. This is' 
as dangerous a part as we have feen of this coaft ; nor would it be 
poflible for a fhip, without aai Arabian pilot on board, to fteer 
through this net of rocks and ihoals, except by a miracle. 

We proceeded under an eafy Caii for £>me hours. The weatlier 
-was remarkably hot, and we were expofed, as ufual, to all the rage 
of a vertical fun. But we had the {atisfa£tion to reflefl, that we 
were gaining (bmewhat on our way. And this ierved to alleviate 
the inconveniences to which we are fubjefted 1^ our iituatitH]. 
The fatisfa£tion, however, was tranfient. The wind headed ua 
at two o'clock, and we were obliged to run into (hore by another 
boat, which is laid to be bound for Suez. We had the mortifica- 
tion ftill not to keep the ground which we had {o happily attain- 
ed. The pilot did not like the birth, and ran back agun to the. 
fouthward, in fearch of another. It is impofltble to portray .the 
countenances which we exiubited during this manceuvre. Wc 
could not contain otir vexation, and remonftrated pretty warmly 
with the pilot, on lus ^rting with our good fortune, and throw- 
ing away the advantages which we fo feldom obtained. He lent a 
deaf ear to our complaints ; and went near a league, before we ar- 
rived at the bay where he intended to pals the night. Here we 
came to on a reef, at 4 P. M. and found the water not deep enough 
to admit veflels of any burthen. Ourobfervation at noon brought 
us into the latitude of 24' 46' N. Tl^ wind was moderate all 
night from the N. W. 
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SAT If R DAY. 2ift June. 

W« were roozed at threr thiamorning bjrdif boat getting andeff 
way. Oar beds take up the breadth of the boat, and were we 
ever Cot mwch overpowered' with, fleep, ths trampHng- of the ma- 
liners' feet upon our bodies, would iboo che& away all inclina- 
tioas. of that nature. There was a light breeze from the land, 
and the moon being at her fuU jnft bef<cH« it fpcaag up, flattcxs our 
hopea of moce favorable winds for fbme days to come. We went 
eafily along until day-break, when the high land of Haiana ap-* 
pared, beating N. W, at the £ftaiice of fix leagues. This ifland 
k ill the form of a ihgar-lcaf, and liies. liks an exhalation from 
dw iea. At 9 A. M, a fine breeze fprtmg up from the S. E. and 
an nooni we anchooed in a. finall bay> off die northemmoft point o£ 
I^Ana, We were much out of hnmoc at diis dklay, but Somt^ 
it- itDpoffibJ^topusrentt^AnLbK topping,, for purpofeq unluiowA 
tDiUs. ICisan.hardA^p.oa us, to. hiie th^ benefit of a. &ir wind, 
vkh a mcntli/aptionfibn and waisoiML board. But we are c^t^ed 
to coaikter the j(cfo4utioiu;of the^e people as: hiw» in every thing 
^Mtre^dbs thts manageiiKiU) o£ the boat. 

The ifland of HaiQaa>is-'a'barreiL rock, inhafaitedonly at parti- 
euhu: ft^ons, whea the natxres fromi the continent bong off wood, 
vatesy and pco^ons, for the conxsniencyi of velfels that pa(s to 
and fr(x They ereft ftempocwy habitatioaa for their fimuliei, and 
hae.cfaieUy upon the fifh. with, which this! coaA abounds. This 
ilknd isAot more than. tvn> leagues long, and about half as broad. 
It lies about three leagues from the main, and in the latitude of 25* 
3 ' N. by this day's obfervation. Here we found three boats, bound 
hkewife for Suez. They mean to join us to-morrow, in order to- 
pafs the duller of iflands that lies to the northward of this. This 
we learn from our nokidah ; who aiTures us that the Buddoos, or 
gf wild 
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^riU Anbi, ktfeft tiiale|<art«, and aiake no kroflt to attack a 
Jingle boat. It «rae one reafoa for bis calling here, if wc are to 
- take kis word t and thot^ we bold ourielves itrong enough to 
ventawelingly ditoii{h this fta, all aijument and dtfpteafuic on 
ouf fide, are equally van. 

Tkewiad Utiwteiftljr frainthe S. B.dMremuiiderof diedaf, 
aidcoDiiAued in the &me qaarter until we ntiired to reft. Tbe 
lofs bftiaie -did not add mate t& aurcBftaattnt; tbaa did the in- 
doieose and phlegm 1^ our Arabs. 

S WN p A Y, 22d JWHB. 

Our nokidafa and pilot both lay alhpre laAr m^ti ib tbat it 
was not praS^io^ik for us to haire lailed> had our inclioations OBl|r 
been coi^liUd. A land bceese came off from the N. B. , about 
an hoyrlti^bt^day-break, and at 6 A. M. we &nt Ibrahim a^aore 
to hailen our people. He returned with an anfwer, that tba 
odier boats were not ready, and that it was 6:uklefs to ui^ the 
neciiffityof our afitira, oT to expaft dieir departun a moment be- 
fore tteir own time. 

It is BUwe than probable, that the fiiow Aiuool was wreck-' 
edon the beck of this iitend in the saontb of Deoetnberf a car.- 
cumOance which has been already noticed in iiAt work; Tfaa 
captain's journal places the ifland in this latitude; and we have 
fufficient proofs of a wpeck b«ng in this neighborhood. The 
beach is covered with a number of * teak-timbers, 'knees, and 
bolts 6f a vefiel ; and a fine Engliih-bailt cntttr lies upon the 
ftrand, which is new, and in good lOpair. 

* Tfaetfcak-tMciianatinOf Indii^uidltstiaiberseAniblmoA {b.amcfa, dnt 
it ii tired ttmnyhwit tlieElft for ftip'buildtng. It ildwHgbttvfurpaffrosJtiii point 
of duiatioo. 

N a At 
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At nine we wdghed, in company \rith five boats, and flood t6 
the eaftward, with little or no wind. At ten a fine breeze fprung 
up from the S. W. and we ran by a number of ihoals and breaken 
to the windward of us, that are four or five leagues from the 
main. At eleven we palled a fandy iiland, Irom which there ap- 
pears to Itretch a connefted line of breakers to the ifland of Ha- 
fana. Withm this line we have made our run to-day. At 2 P. M. 
we anchored to the eaftward of the ifland of Harama, whidi lies 
about fix leagues to the northward of Halana. We had no ob- 
fervadon at noon, but we conclude it from our reckoning to be 
in the latitude of 25' 20' N. This is a low fandy ifland, extend- 
ing about two miles in length, and half a mile in breadth, and 
fituated about a league from the main. There arc a few huts 
near the place we are anchored at, which lerve to fliew the po^ 
verty of the inhabitants, and that we have little to fear from 
them, though we perceive that there are boats belonging to the 
ifland. 

From this day's navigation we are convinced, that no fliipcan 
approach this part of the coaft of Arabia, with any degree of fe- 
curityj as the fea is aU along foul with flioals and rocks, and we 
frequently law breakers to windward of us, which could not be 
iefs than fix or feven leagues from the land. The wind was va- 
riable during the night, but blew chiefly from the weftward. 

MONDAY, 23d Jbme. 

We weighed at day-break, after taking on board a couple of 
flieep, which we purchafed here for three dollars each. There 
was a btiflt breeze from the E. N. E. with which we flood aloiig 
the coaft. At feven o'clock we pafled the flnall ifland of Abu- 
mellie, which is furrounded by breakers. Here we difcovered an 
Arab family alhore, and a boat put off with fomc of the men, to 

vifit 
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vifit our people. This ifland is \xax of every thing bat a few 
bufties, and does not lie half a league from the main. At eight 
the wind came round to N. which obliged us to ftand out more 
to fea. Our bark is, indeed, a piime faitor, and no vdTel 
which we have met widi* can keep pace vnth her. But this ifi 
rather a difadvantage to its, as our pilot daily for^;oes the fupen- 
ority he has gained, to keep company with the other bo^ts. He 
now inclined more to the weftward than was neceflary. Hi» in- 
tention was e^dently to loiter for our conforts. We cannot pre- 
vent the delay which this plan muft occafioo, during our difa- 
greeable voy^. Our Arabs feem reiblved to grant their coun- 
trymen the prote£ti6n wMch our company may afford them i 
and at the fame time, they are not wanting to perfuade us, that 
our fecurity confifts in going together. 

The run to-day has been very clear, and the coe^ appears mor^ 
fertile, than we have feen it on this fide of Mocha. At 2 P. M. 
we tacked and ran into ihore. To our great difappointment* we 
could not weather a bluff point ahead j and the pilot ran back 
near a league, before he could find a fecure birth. At length he 
came to, on a reef plofe to the fhore before four o'clock, where 
we were prefently joined by two of our fleet. We could get no- 
obfervation at noon, on account of the high land to the fouth- 
ward i but, by our reckoning, we take the place which we now 
lie in, to be in the latitude of 35° 38 ' N. 

We had more exercife for our phyfical Ikill this evening. There 
is a boy lying fick of a fever, on board one of the boats near us f 
and on application for reUef, we fent Mm fbme cooling draughts,, 
to be r^ated according to the directions which we received. 
But fome bowls of weak tea, which the boy more readily took, 
produced an immediate per^iration, and feem more likely to 
promote his recovery. Our fuccefs will not f^l to recommend us. 
to the Arabs, The wind blew from the S. W. a great part of the 
night. 

5 TUESDAY^ 
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TUESDAY. 24th June. 

We got under fail at day-break, with a fine freeze from tihc 
land, In company' with die two boats. The other three appear- 
ing above a league aftern. "We kept a'bout half a league from 
the fliore, hut found the water To fhaflow, that vk hold It im- 
polfible the annual Judda flup ftioMd.go to Suez in this tracTc'. 
There were breakers the whole way, ibme leagues without tis. 
Several iandy iflands are fcattered about this part of the coaft, 
which are laid down ift the thart. The (horeis now covered 
with underwood, and interlperled with date-trees ; but no inha- 
bitants have come into view. 

At 8 A. M. the wind died away, and our crew took to their 
oars and rowed out to Tea, in 'hopes of meeting with the Jea- 
wind. The channels here. In many places, will fcarcely admit 
our boats between them i and the rocks around us, ftand out of 
the water, and are covered with the largeft birds which wer6 
ever feen. The Arabs call them Meriah. They have a pro- 
digious long bill and long legs, which enable them to catch Hfli 
in near a fathom water. TKe current feems to be for us, but 
we have no opportunity to try it. At nine we came up with 
the ibuthernmoift peint of the ifiand of Naaman, which is laid 
down in the chart in 26* 6 ' north ; with fands about it. But 
this we find to be an error. The ifland begins in the latitude 
of 25* 50.' and extends to 26* 6 'north; and although at a dif- 
tahce, it might be taken for a number of dii^rent iflands, on a 
nearer view, it proves to be one continued land, overflown in 
feveral quarters at high water. .We run between this ifland 
arid the main, through very clear and deep water, with a ftrong 
breeze at W. S. W. Latitude per obfervation 25* 50'. 

At 3 T. M. we opened a cove within a reef of rocks, and 

anchored 
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ancli6red clo& on iht Arab'uui coaft, where one of our fledt had 
already arrived. Tha rsft we furly raa out of fight to-day, ex- 
cept a boat of que own. fize. commanded by our pilot's brother -, 
winch ^pped at Naaman to procure a iiipply of wood. By our 
reckoning, we take our anchoring-place to be in the- latitude of 
26' north. At fun-fet our nokidah wnghed hi& anchor, and ran 
out into deeper water, to prevent a furprize from the wild 
Arabs, who Sequent this ndghborbood. The other boat Sol' 
bwed our example. These werie c^ms and UgjiU aiss the ^ole 
night. 

WEDNESDAY, 25th Jhhe. 

We weighed our anchor at day-break, with a tight breBsr 
from the land. The two boat» wer-e in company, and we went 
under an eafy fail for Tome hours. At 8 A. M. a fine gale 
iprung up from the fouthward, and agEeeably quickened our 
courfe. We ran by feveral fandy iflands, within a league and 
anhalEofi'tbff Biain,. aQdim^^Bte-.oi&the.hot weathecj dntertaiiied 
<nxr iinagiiiat)K»is.wi]^ tiie fairneft .of tiie^wind,. and the novelty 
ofrthenaMtgabon.. Wehad bean a.fortnq^ on . board' jvftn:- 
d»|(^andtbai^ we- were: advanced, not a third of the Alkutce 
to Suez, wejud-the fatis&dion'tOi'refliiiB; that we had gained, 
all oufi ground in the:tafl: four or five days> For the finfit week 
«wi progcei^ hstd been delayed by the misfiutunc of que com>- 
.^aiiion,.and theifart^ngth-of contmry wind&:. The wdnds aw nowt 
YsaiaaUa, aiid}prQini£Kt(Kbe.&iun£ii[ths'cliangrof dxe mooik lit 
«iiy daposis. upoil oor Anlb&„to hnprova. the occafioii which, 
&ctu]ia'pos&Qt5/t» us:. 

'■ Qa Ibme 'of the. Uionds vilidl^ wa .pafisd, wccb'- fe^nral. bards, 
kvig^; ev^ than .tho&.itac'fitiw ysftontoy:. ^;We po&ive^ nuf-.>^ 
fenok. them) fiax' men- at & diftaose,;, wadtngg in thcr Imj-a^voDe 

o£.^ 
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of them was fo bold, as not to be feared at a fliot, which was 
fired at it from our boat. At 1 1 A. M. the wind veered round 
to the weftward, and our pilot thought fit to run under the 
lee of a fimdy iiland, where the other boats foon came to, like- 
wife. With this wind we might have gone a great way fur- 
ther to the northward, were we not in a maimer Ihut up 
among ihoak and rocks, by keeping fo clofe to the ihore. By 
our obfervatioh this ifland is in the latitude of 26* 7'north. 

Here our people gathered a quantity of eggs, which the 
birds lay upon die fandy reefs. They tell us thefe eggs are 
well-tafted and wholefome; but we are not driven to fuch 
flreights, as to be obliged to pat up with aU kinds of food. 
The boy is much mended in his fever, and entertains a great 
<^inion of the virtues of tea. Tliere were light airs from the 
Southward, and calms, durmg the night. 

THURSDAY, 26th June. 

We got under &ji at day-break, in company with the two 
boats. The wind was at S. E. and we ran eafily for fome hours, 
through very foul water, with ^dy iflands on each -fide of us. 
At 9 A. M. we came to, under a finall ifland j where our noki- 
dah tells us we muft wait for die reft of the flee^ in order' to 
pais ibme iflands ahead, which are haunted by piratical Arabs. 
The caution of this man begins to communicate itfelf to our 
minds. Were there not ibme danger lurking near us, he could 
not be Co uniform in his behavior, or So foUcitous f<M: the 
junAion of the boats behind us. As the wind frefhens fix»m 
the fouthward, we have hopes that the reft of the fleet will join 
us ia a few hours. But this is little conlblation Jo perfons in 
our fituati<m, who are anxious to conclude our voyage, and are 
obliged to forego a fifur wind in a contrary monibon. This 

ifland 
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iiland is about four leagues from the nuun, and by our obferva- 
tion, is in the latitude 6f jirft 8'.'N.':Thsr6 is a prieft dwells 
upoait, called Morbeck, to whofe cell our Arabs are gone, to 
'^rtxy'ioT a ISr wind, ^at a 6me that they' ait triffing 'one away I 
To &e fouth of tlm lOand there is a reniarfciible rock', which'^p.^ 
pears" at 'a' (Hftariiei Hfei t'Bbn'conchknt'.-One'offliti boats 
if-'ailiibcftea bJ'ilH,'^the'-6ther is°EiJiS<!''to'41ie'c6hi5hent ttfiili 
^_^ br- 'i c« .1,1 .A ,1 -•. ..jl/r.v v,.,!b.[l !„:: ■-■-■-O-^' 

' At noon we difcovercd two boats to the fouthward, and bc^^ 
fore t P .'M.' we wcrt ioiiied By all tkr fleet,* eicept one boat 
Whtctjis.li Bad f^t','^arii.'lagS;ieHiiidi'''Wjantfieafetely''iOt 
Vn'i^'railV,' ali'd ftood to'tlie'N. W. with'a firti'fcf biSsii:? =We 
rah iffiOdy ^hfon^ 'diSp and ttetf water, uiitil ^ fttar cfcHa^ 
when the wind coming round to the northward of Vifeft, 'l3ti 
*hofe fleet rfeered mto fliore; and anchdWd'CIofe o«t the AhtKan 
ioaft;' V)m (iJndemiSft 'boat SmieXi^wiAfliv'a rililifof "(ii,^!5 
th* *e aVe h(<w'fiilHf'irii»lmi^ny:^|TBi?pla^^^^ 
toiint, lies m the latitude of afrr6'N'.' ~ ;•,;■■.. i 

■ We had Scarcely come to ah 'arithor; whenwe difcov&cd ca* 
uiels diida nStaW dfwonieniHWin^ftWadrisTis; 'THttprwrtd 
to bdoiig ti iwandmnj; tribfe Hrf AratiftfWSii'aire wdfit-to-c4ii»6 
doWn iri a friendly itianhel-^' to felj' ilieep' ahd'Water'tb v^lj 
that touch ontiiecbaft. '%heirappearm« waS'tmlynafenAlej 
Wid we'could peixdve W -little dlflerehce betfrriri- tWhitnan 
said briite creationi whoriinatiire hid bfal in this dSfi*t rej^OH. 
Theirwantsi'their BJ)petite9i iahd tWirMenfil^ty, bofe att-ih- 
timate refemblance together. And they were, as Httieh below 
our envy, as above oxir compaflion. Light airs from the weft 

aii night;- ,"=;/-',.'•'' :'■ '":-^;ri -;■->-■■:';' ■<'.•■=■! ■■■■''■' 
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F* I DAY, 4^ Join. ,.- 

. We were iUftiu:beil.>n. «ttt && ieef, )>j the Scet of boats geu 
ting under way at «ae tbis moraing. Tbeie vas a light kriK*c 
froo) tbe I^d,..as>d i)rjthi4i!i?, h^ qf our oarv,>r>>,'>u4^ %:41?^ 
to£obeCKefata<o.^^re«.knotsaplu^i;. Our^mstfitqug^ 
very foul and Ihallow water. At 1 1 A. M. we' palled a JT^djr 
jilmd, which is']o%, «idjnaiusJilutkemii$:of.a.c^l.efl;apd- 
igg;;in the ^»3»t^_i , ^e 4d«s pefpeB^ipjIar and J»ppeati^j ^fce 
^«aU^,«i*.ji(t,,«ne -end,: tlw ^a"? «|iimHlif)j;« i^e6ayfi,;«>yfr. 
I^ rodw in thj* jfsa i^ije oj^ten -t^vy^ pinto 4^)jafl^-/|jsjpj j, 
S(H)^<irel)a!'e ieeaUie boi^ iuukr^ail,,,an^ i(mc,.'UKe.>^^^al$ 
«»4">e*" ■ '.'• ,;■.■.- 

j„ iA^efrfW»e;nw,jSwun8 -"P froa>,%^-,^f,^^at: ao^g^we 
fln ^ W<»i>IH' (ftwAi ■fiiady lits ^F fowneii wd ^.Ji^ ^^'Ww 
foitr,te«fFS.of iJje.win.] Byjwf obfcr»»tJiin.,tl>js plani.'is 'jk 
die latitude of 26* 26' N. F^tom hence we continued «Hr coiu;^ 
^lofls!^ /i|)<<>T, and 4eq^ water,, .unbl j^.IV .^ ''^Ix?. ^ ^"f"^ 
b«"JM>S»W,we #9q4;VWo *P«l?i i*>,i^<*«i>) '?W,.*ft>t'«-b);o!*Blf 
tibfi^' imt get the ft^. of f^ ^^^^ and, J^ f^a»e tSfi ^ 
wiiior under theiland, Xthis was tlie bP^ that went for inwi 
yeftscd^jt, and we were aftoniflted to iee a fine .timber on bo^id, 
|gd]j(^|{^ ba^^ttj^ed 1^ aftipce. It ispf. p^, find b^ng^alffipt 
3t> pttf ioi}6t, y»<:{C«jiije$ure,it;iti>,bc4ii>e.0f fhe jhewiscif^he lUh- 
fettitfiabi .i^ucom, whu;h the fsaiias caft i^.^gjnn. Tbe jifp^ 
thit^ tp:^ .a. gBod phce far.it, at.fisne of the pacts if tbj^ 

*»w--- r.. ■. 

This place, by our reckoning, is in the latitude of zii''3pf fi* 
Here we found an opening in the land, which difcloied a very 
deep and romantic valley, where the fea, at times, appears to 
flow in to a confiderable depth. The lame chain of mountains 
,.-... ftill 
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ttSt *cntit\*H nilhto land, tilatweliaK tmced from- Yamba. 
Tbef oily tafi iik the Sne, idniA ia &ne t>Iices, approaches 
uaasttoAt coaft that in odiaa. Four ef oar Sect not being 
«U*.t6 oeadi nil ban awif &r liaiehoriRg-gnnmii, xMtk it not 
ioifight. TUiisaofiB*llAoitificali>>ntoi|i, fwfaowill beuii' 
der the neceflity of w^ting for them. The lodd tdew from ihe 
nneftnitrddu^gthe tight. 

SATURDAY,-28th.Joi»E, 

..'Tlttiie««a4nebrnKJpnmg upfrom thelantf beha Atji- 
bank, imtsta.did not we%h, in«}i{ie£titian of tieing joined Iqr 
das other fcoKts. At-f t.M. Hiafamtin stetr, <but the fvrck 
of the wind was fpent, and we Culeci.nkh litfie or no>«iB<. 
At 8 the wind came round to the N. W. and began to blow fo 
frefli, that our pilot. was /£ua to^niui uoder a reef of breakers, 
which lies more dian three leagues from the main. Here our 
^itat's trSHer ma-dndd^ aerivad, fant noas of At reft' of the 
/ifioat'Oaiildcctaidtip, Our CtnOicn it veiy eligible, ^ WtaielMite 
■ddanddl finAi Ae iSoIoicexf «hd sraither, and irttmif to il!{> 
Mnb flu w id itieTHnd vaar' again to the aft or tbuth quarteM. 
_ jli. we adnane itai our' -voyage, we iiare -daily ^rath •matter «f 
ibqu:izfi,andIkeiMUJthe iaaiaciss.of jactiavigation, 4«4iiob *^e 

^bsarv'Aie'iMkfh, alt'ite'afuBivkiQlf ^ftjcdflagiMi. 

."Xfais feadgdnidi «fifii tin latge 4ris&e(-MF^{)«rf«|fAn« j and 
tour 3il>kid6h ti)>.<day^l<im> ni'4 ^da(,«C kiiii'li^qF,%f jAMpjiig 
;6tit!«f!tiie'b(iati«(heniund<^<raili>'«nit%riAgi«g' tf^ Mie^-'diere 
loyfiEn jd^tnoifethaai laawj'ija tiMiiw cM!lh'a'n>i«;.ifroi!r>''Ae 
"io&niluiittr. Tbtfe'&ttOttt: <dMtaiiiy m Mhiag cannot be 
fuffidently admired j and wherever we are, we may depend 
;ilT 0. 2 upon 
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upon our mailer for adiib'of «xceHent £ih'. ' Atitlbw^'water 
the reef appears ibme feet' above/thcleTeltofrtlusfeaiiiand'-oui^ 
table was not unprondod- with its ufual fervice. ' Ti&'-dTCum'^ 
ftance is very favoraUe. to this coaiting- voyage^ as;. -whatever 
other hardlhips they may eadure, . the ; want, of 'provilion' -is, not 
felt by the mariaers.-j . .' ,r '•■. :■;' ^'. ..!-■..■/";;■;'!;, -n-- t:ll - .:j 
There were hard gales all day from _ the. Nv W. fd-thatl*we 
could not quit our ftation. As the moon enters into her laft 
quarter to-day* this (ontrary -wind betides - us no good, and we 
apprehend there will' be no change until the new moon. "We 
are .'become; very Iflcilf oil. in''the.iri^ei^es of. diis planet'; -^Hitliow 
are they'to be l>itiedi nhofe fuccefs' depends upon fo iiicaaflant 
.a power! Ilhe weather was. mbrelmodecate. during Ihclni^bfc. 
.Thi^windin thefaioe poitit. • i ' ' ;.■■ ■..:: Ii 



SUNDAY; 29th Juk'e.;. ' 



.i[;.- 



At half paft fix this morning a light breeze came 6fF the'Ion^ 
an4 flattered hs to leave oar. AalioB^ We w^hediii-loomjuuiy 

^ith the other birati jmd^floodta ihe N-'Nt W. but! tUiniilil 
iOiiftingfuddenlyto'the WiN:'W; andaauglylncilUiii^SigaixA 

lus, before we had got a.]£ague,.|KMCh.'the.. boats were obtigedto 
tack, and ^un badi.to.theinfonner birth .ttidcr. the leef, Heie 

.ir« were joined jtqf.dtr^i more o{.ioariflbebii9.A.Jrf.'.rrkcy 
iuriiuckil7made'6tch s Jtrofektoiea;: aa td 1]E>aUe!eo,raai:Ji'.ii3> 
reef, when the wind chstiged'to the Milbrard^ .rTliere itesjnow 
but one.nulUng b^t, and at 11& Weidil]covlned.he[ 'tbattthor 
Vpon tb^-ret^' Rl^uta league (9 the.- foithiwfrd.: Oiii fean. of 
^(%ttw^h<!{afl9KH*,P0flfi(nied, W.a; mull look. &t:deliys' for 
k/nyt <tayi t0;^c«tnei wUch, jAiqedtOr fomtjjidrciiinSaiicdl of 
QUI fituati«iii,.ictdU'oith allofur foditade to combatrnifh duer- 

faiiyv :; ,:..,.■ , .. . ' .: .:.;.;•! ■■:....:.. .. 

.; ;> Xht 
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- .The^weath^ was very, tempeftuous, and . tl>epe wetej frfqoent 
gaks f/omtjie N^ W. during the cky. The-nigfat was ^ore nu>f 
daate i but we had a difturbance. of an^er nature op Jioard 
our boat, which alarmed us at firft, but t^ri^ qiit to, be a lu4i; 
crous, rather than a ferious adventure. 

Befldes our nokidah 4nd, pilots tbe)X is another Arab on board, 
as I have faid be'fore. " The' reft of the crew are Abyflrnians. 
During the firft watch.at night, which - k was my turn ta.k9ep, 
this Arab, who was tallui^ with his companions, fuSdenly fell 
up9n4tedQdc,i^thsftaa.,Qf thf boat, and to alLaf^earaDj;^ 
^was feized-withaconvi^ve fit. . Wq-, ^ere imm^i)iat^ly(ij^ xnoij 
,tion> and offered 10 .a^inifter fueli relief.to biasf, ,^ ;we nad 
i^n praftife^ in the fame cafes.,, Bi)f our afto'njihine^ was 
jrea);,, when we found the Arabs woi^ld apt permit any afliftapc^ 
to ^ |^y^{v> luni.., ijh^ .dec^ared,;^tbat.;he .was only, difordered 
fXi mii^i.and.that sn evil ^ij^f^^edi^i^, ^w^oi^could/only 
ibe .exjielied , bjr. Ae force- of pr^n Accor^Jngj.j ,^ nolddah 
-.Ijegaj^ .to pray, oyer him iUoud,,whil^;.tw9 men held ti^e un? 
jiii(ppjt,_eieaf|Uie^awif,,t3P;r5vpit, as, they f^^, .the ill eftfls,,"^ 
the temporary influence which. ovfM-u^d 1^.,, X|iey^ 'pM;'y 
.floriea of jQet^. ip, t)}i^ fituf^^oh,, w^V9„ coromiffe^, murdfr^^.and 
eypry^q^hef.ai^ of ddperation, , Jhis^^dea appearal (p extrava.- 
,gjintijto uj(, jrt(*t w^ 'f^'^ ^' ^A'M,f''i'9il?ii..and ,|><>u^ not bift 
-pity.^,,igii^0Wpce'O^ja.peop^^.who,.were iuch Hayes tofuperfti- 
.,ti<)lj. J, '^l'yib|i^a.was oerpiajy.i^i^ei^ fejflp, the, demoniacs cf 
^,alefti?^, ^^o.are.n^CfltJoned-in.theNeiy Teftament. We liavB-. 
£:riptural..authority to.beUeve their .exifience ^t-a certain period*. 
j^^t^^a|i\)ppo^ t)^ have ftiU liberty to enter into human bodies,, 
finfl tjhat.nwn has ^. fanu power, a; o\fr S^viou)- poffeffcd oyer 
. fi]p^jpiat;^u^ beings^ ^re. tenetsj, worthy, of a, weak and -unen-. 
lightened mind. We were much fucpris^^ however,, at the 
(Ajigt^i (jf.^pfif, ybii^h-CDotijijjied. between two. and three hoursj. 

and„ 
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^tmi-xfoht tnc RRHig agitanons^ bf ni nbujj Im: tne Al^f in a 

I3uipli> ijid gic&t efficacy 6F pfayferf 

. .: ■■ ■ MdNbA'T, 34li JoNE. 

^K^e *fa^M St Hi fta hittfmhg, lii cttnlj)any Wth drt four 
boats,' ttiBi '•afight bretjc frorfi fflc N. i*. S. Tht ttthei- boat 
AiSa SfflH- lii at k aiffiant*. Btir Wirf te-cfasr *ks tiifough yery 
aHA *iii cteii' W^^, Mij, by tte ItMg ktid v^ frnQ wMcli 
teftaa » iiph 4s ftSfeifee ^f. HV. **; cbnjtaiate tkere is tto 
rte* bf ifbcki wfthtttt Ulii p*l: df ihl! toaft, tai that ^ hi^ 
■veBfeitlfiaH: (H&JHi-'Wthotil dahgtr. taHtuaii.lflirbM&wttitnii, 
46°-^'ifcl!fe.' at'tvrtlvttt'cbcK tt8*ia'haull«-rf>airf tetftb 
N. "V^. 8M"thfe ■mii flirt taicttd iifia ttobd !itt6 ftiorfc.- ftt 
i i?.-?a. ^ ?iii WifosfeiaUiifie'e. tttffinaM from the ft» ty a 
ifef, 'iiid' iifJotiei duffelvts to a rStk, Within two ftihoms of 
^a treaShi-- Mfi5re''i« <«*« Joined' by flie teft 6f tht fit*, ei*- 
%l/t'»Ul>ti^ wifi* cahSiDt ketp^nj; ■ 

■As WfixShiia-Tift'e,' ctor^oiaaai tM tis (S> jtHtae Bi* ihi^ 
■mtair, 'a*l Jirepate oUtWrtS fot th'e rtttptioll of the wiia 
iWab?. tftiid fcartdy IJibitti,' *Ken imi did (nWt leapttl iritfo 
-ftewitir M f«i' ahdti, ahdwith aUCfe agffify-dF'yMitH, 
■StendSl as ethiniWct th^: jirfs ihteilhe fea,'1to leal* if -Aeiie 
■%'^ any imnrtdiate idaliget. TMs n*t Dpihs &to a viiftey, on 
tath '44e ijf ' Wiidh ft'e'itevfc"'p'™*<' * teilthid. "The cdnrttiy has 
■tefiltteaits iinth-i^iriiiie, -ihll 'yields Ailfly -a tmfli-WJbd, 
v'ftli' vhtch «ar 'fleet Mvfe ■ fsppTia -^icfnirehris. "TOs ipbet 'is 
"tailecl -Jebul, to MoWitttbai aSidliy ctot rS&Otitnjg;, &s in the 
latitdde (Sf 26* :4.6' north. 

Abodt half 'ah hour afttr "our artital, a man lantl Woftian 



yGoogle 



[ m ] 

fsm ,fpw» to IK in » ,frie«4^ BKJ¥^, und sffinfS ns yre)ff4 

bood at preient. &at our Arabs p;y littje attt^tif^ .^o |^)| 
information; and are fo fiifpicious'of this (lation, that we 
doubled our watch during the night, and perhaps, would have 
made an enemy -repent of an intrufion at-^ch a fealbn. The 

w(:a»hfir;Y3S'W>^ls,tfBrii)g:*lt? w||it, pxif l;b^,w4 <*ij}^,«' 

fifitKesje-ftom tfif Jland,^ ss;ip^jjjy,yit^i,tl^f.fj^jf $9^; |^;p 
ftoo^fllong -^c >vj$b, fcjs ,j|^,cipr|^ Si'Sii-^ A- ^'' »JW % 

B<*Si?,,y&h tt»f»'^4^t»rs(V«*4|jp'?ot9,^tl^s,noi%j^(J,. ^ 

91?^. .y^t |S9 ;5srJ!ir^:,^(?,by.* .j^f;^f ,)>e^;r;J!^^f^_h^, 
kjgwe fyrtlfff ^ jtl^ ^.. . J!i%« w,?f ,1}^ ,%(!, to-jd»;r,„?^if;|^ 

WS-^t(r)i)U-ts,J;o-9«f, isiij|.i»9f^ ^Kg^s ^4 j^s, ^9d„yc^ 
a rock fome leagues without ,11;. ^jjt ^is jpay Jjp .oxi,^jp jp:^j( 
njtfire ,ef .fl^Wt'J' ft«?> -wjier? « f»(ell .(son xljes.^^. ^s .j(<y)fl fjib- 
$!je5.-.9s,tbe!ffi;td/re(he»5.pr;99defates. . 

|.W(? ^fltf'?i*l^sJ^gh,.iU wewiujjdon tb?^Arjlj^an .(Ijot^, ffi^.^t 
}l*<^.Sfistl!9^4 S-^'inmh yater, w}i?.r? ,*?;?. -,of. 'tfee .ji^^s fo^o 
l<»ri^:!H', .t'V'if^lSt's ^r9rt)?ris A better JaiJ^^flx^ij J^?, ao4 
is anchored at leaft j ).9^gji?;^?^, Pjr,.Qij(r .sKs'^.flJ^^ Ste afti 
iji .t!^?.iafit».4e 4)f i6°.^^;n9rU).' T^e coa(i^^5 fl,otjrpj,^.lJy><re, 
SH»i' our:^OTl<4fS>Cs.,^E!#'n%,«pf. ^ifW^iiR;- i^^j^^ f,^r, 

tfetjws Ji^ve^r^t.JipTO.jjfjf^^fe vjrm^s, jf,^!;t..a to^?l..ch,8i^ 
i'i>5..1f'^,ni<)95,jjf^c^,fi^Y.,?gpr#^4^. „W?.,te* '<W/t» 

half 
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half the dlftance between Y»mbo and Sue? ) biit' i 'fe* days of ' 
a foutherly wind would do our bufinefe. Ttere'wwe'lij^^' airs 
from the land in the night. * . .u; -. .. 

WED.NESDAY, sdjB^^V.-'. .,,;:,,.',;!": 

We weighed at day-break' wi&'a breeieffto'ffl'ihe'liiftf^W 
company with the tiu"ee boats. 'We ftood' dofeift'witfi'^he 
Ihore, and went through fmooth and ihallow water until 9 A.M. 
when the wind conang (oand to the K. W. we made a ftretch 
out to fea,. tacked, .^d weathered s^ £mdr ifland ahead, where 
bur pilot's btothir lay.tb his velTel fdrus. • T'hiS Mand, by ptff 
teckoh'iligi lies in t^ie latitude of 47" i ' north; ^ntf has a'reW 
of bteali^rs/ ejttendihg {bme lea^bs'be^ohd it tothe'N^'W. It 
b'only ihh^ited'by bifds, '6f whic^,we raw;an aihazingnumW 
6n thefliBri:. '',At eleven the,trai4 heading ns.we.tan into th<i 
Arabiail'fhorej '^d 3t !i(>6n iniihtfted in a £6*6,' fui-rouhded bj* 
high nlountains, which riie perpendicular frorti. iht fea. Here 
we found the pilot'^ brother, and werfa'fi>oll joined by the' three 
other tSc/it^i ' Ofir fleet ndvir iohfifts but pf flve'Bokts;''tht'"tfth<;/ 

having been tObdly ftpardtedfrohi 'us. ^'' ; ' ''' ' 

■"i'his cove is called' Maraut by the Arabians,, and by our dfc- 
fervation, lies in the latitu'de'of"2;7" 3'north.' We'have re'afohto 
think that Ras, pr Cape Sellah, Which is laid down in the cliarts 
Jh 27* north is tvy'enty iniieS to. "the fotithward, and the land ill 
if dbeS not form a cape. Wfe h4ve our pilot's authority., as 
well as our own obfervation, for this remark. 

Towards the evening fome' natives came'dovvn, with about a 
dozen camels loaded with water. 'We W^ a^'tbb great a dif- 
tance to be in danger of a' furpri^e, iini 'lent' dur people alhore 
to-replenifli our c&lks,'which,'wiih''kil'(»|i'''iare^ began to be low. 
Here we likewife provided ourlH'ves ^th fitevi'ood; and are toM 
3 there 
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dicre is a ^ring of water near the beach, which is the firft we 
have met with oa this cpall. It is, however, (6 very brackifit, 
that nothing ' but neceflity could induce any one to drink it. 
Our nokidah returned, with a branch of a very fragrant Ihrub. 
It grows wiid among the rocks, and differs in appearance 
and fmell, from any fpecies that we know of. The vidnity of 
the natives made us douUe our watch during the night, which 
was calmer dian ufual. 

T H U R S D A Y, 3d July. 

We got under way at day-break, with little or no Wind j but 
with our oars, we made a ihift to creep on at the rate of a knot 
an hour. The four boats in company. At 9 A. M. the wind 
came from the ^, N. W. with which we made a ftretch out to 
fee. We foon found that we could make nothing of it, and at 
t«i we tacked and flood into the land. We {aw an ifland ahead 
about four leagues to the northward, which we take to be the 
ifland of Sufcha, as our chart nanus it, though our pilot calls it 
Shaur. By our obfervation at noon, we were in the latitude of 
27' 9' north. Our run to-day has been through deep and clear 
water, and as we have not obferved any reefs or ihcals without 
us, we have reafbn- to think a fliip might ftand clo& into the 
Arabian coaft in this latitude. This is, in fa£t, but a matter 
€>( opinion, founded upon fuch evidence, as the reader has before 
him. We are neither mafters of our time, nor the motions <rf 
our velTel, and our remarks can only arife from a fuperficial 
view of things. 

At I P, M. we anchored under a point of land on the main, 
which we take, by our reckoning, to be in the latitude of 27* 12' 
north. From hence we law another ifland, bearing to the well- 
ward of Shaur. We are now approaclung to the fcenes of dan- 
P ger. 
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ger> mth whkh we have been to long amufed by oar Arabs ; and 
have fome hopes that we ftiall not be awaked to the reality of our 
apjwehenfitKis. We were foon joined by the reft of onr litttc 
fleet. The wind bkvr from the N. W. during the day, but very 
jnoderatciy. 

Towards the clofe of the evening, we difcovcred a couple of wo- 
men and Ibme camels in the country, with the help of our glallcs. 
This was fufficient to put us more upon our guard, to prevent 
our being furprized by thcfe roving tribes. There were calms and 
light airs from the northward, ^ the firft parted the night. 

■ FRIDAY, 4th Jutr. 

We weighed at one A. M.- widi a- li^t breeze from the ton^ 
m company with the other boats.. At fix a fine breeze Q)nHig Vip 
from the S. E. with> wMeh we ftood-Mong the Arabiui eoaft. -At 
eight we ran by the Iflaiid of Shaur (X Sufeha, whofe ihores 
are very fteep, and refemblb deo^ed walls at a di(^nce. This 
ifiand is about two leagues in length, lies about two leagues 
from the main, and by our recbcHiing, is in the latitude oP 27* 
ao' N. A reef of breakers extend from the iflaiid to the N. W". 
on which we faw the wreck of the annual Judda (hip, &id to have 
been loft here in a gale of wind in the year 1 77-4, on her w^y to 
Suez. Her item and Asm, and many of her ribs, (Hli appear 
above the water, and pronounce her to have been of prodigious 
magnitude; Indeed, the accounts of diis Arabian galleon's bur- 
den, are fo extravagant, that it might feem to ofiend credibility 
to repeat them. I Ihall only oWerve, that flie {sals from Judda 
in the mc«ith of March, and by following the track which we 
have gone, as near ae poffible, file i» generally fifty days, or two 
mcmths, on her voyage to Suez : and, as it has happened this 
year, from fome accident or otherj file finnetimes gets no further 
2 than 
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than Tor. To feH in the performance of fo rtiort a voyage, iii 
tile moft favorable feafon of the year, would be an inexplicable 
circumftance to a matiner^ unacquainted \nth the navigaticoi of 
this extraordinary coaft. To us, wha are no ftrangers to the 
courie, the wcmdcr is, how a veflel of her great burden ahd un- 
wieldy ftm£hire, can accottvplith the paflage at all. 

At lo A. M. the wind hauled round to the weftward, and we 
ftood N. N. W. until eleven, when all the fleet bore away for the 
land. After we had pailed the tfland of Shaur, an ugly fwell 
came tumbling upon us frcan the N. W. Our run to-day was 
through fhallow water, until we reached Shaur i but we found 
very deep water between the ifland and the main. At noon we 
anchored under a reef of rocks, above two miles from the Ara- 
bian coaft. Latitude, per obfcrvation, 27" 28' N. There is a pro- 
digious high mountain inland, fome leagues to the northward of 
us, on the top of which aretwo remarkable fpires, that refembk 
a bull's horns. We faw a fire aihore, but no peoide. The wind 
was W. all day, and part of the night. 

SATURDAY. 5th July. 

We w»ghed before one this monung, with a light breeze .from 
the land. The other boats were in company. At day- break the 
wind came round to the S. E. with which we ftood along the 
ftiore. There was an heavy fwell from the N. W. which confider- 
ably impeded our progr^. Our run to-^day was through clear and 
deep water. We looked ont ahead for Mount Sinai, and ftood oil 
until noon, when the wind fhifting to the weftward, we tacked, 
and the wh<de fleet ftood into the land. Our latitude, per obferva- 
tion, was 27" 49 'N. We now difcovered a large town ahead, which 
our Arabs call Moilah. There is little doubt but iris the fame 
place, which our chart erroneonflylays down in 27' N. about 50 
P 2 miles 
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miles to tfac fouthward. We faw an idand to the N. W. which 
our pilot tells us is Sanafir. At i P. M. we plainly di&emed the 
high land, which we take to be adjacent to Cape Mahomet, bear-^ 
ing W. N. W. At three the wind veering round to the W. tho 
whole fleet anchored within a reef of rocks to the northward o£ 
Moilah, and about one league and an half from the fliore. 

The mountain mentioned yefterday with the remarkable top,' 
lies behind this town, which appears through our glafies to be a 
regular fortification, of a iquare figure. Our nokidah gives the 
inhabitants a very bad charader, and tells us a ftory of their re-i 
cently feizing, and plundering a Judda boat, which put into the 
road thiough ftrefs of weather. At fun-fet, the ftiore to th= N. 
of the gulf of Akaba bore W. by N. Cape Mahomet we take to 
bear due weft, as we have entered the gulf. By our reckoning, 
this reef is in about the latitude of 27' jS'N. The wind conti- 
nued at W. the remainder of the day. 

When the evening clofed in, all the boats run out into fix &- 
thorn water, on account of the vicinity of Moilah, of which place 
our Arabs have a very unfavourable opinion. After it was dark, 
we faw many fires on the Arabian fliore, but every thing remain- 
ed quiet during the night. The wind inclined towards the fbuth- 
wzrd. 

SUNDAY, 6th July. 

We got under way at two this morning, in company with the 
other boats, with the wind from the S. S. W. At day-break we 
faw the ifland of Sanafir, bearing W. by N. at the diAance of four 
leagues and upwards. There are breakers without us, which pro- 
bably,extend, with little interruption, from the ifland of Shaur to 
Sanafir. At 10 A.M. we came up with the latter iiland, and 
came to, under it, to wait for fome boats which fail worie than 

ours. 
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ours. This ifland is mothing but a high barren rock, and lies in 
the latitude of 2S' 3 'N. We faw a turtle-fliell on the beach, but 
could not procure a turtle here, or in any of the iflands we hav& 
palled. At half paft ten we ftood to the northward, in company 
with the whole fleet, and on opening a ft^'ait that divides this 
ifland into two parts, we dilcovered two boats at anchor under 
the luid. On their pereming us, they immediatdy got under 
fail, ftood towards us for a time, then (lackened their £ul, and 
after having amufed us for an hour and more, ran back into thar 
former ftation. By thde manoeuvres we concluded them to be 
pirates, which was confirmed by their not anfwering the fignals, 
which were made them by the rear of our fleet. Our numbers 
. only prevented their engaging us, and our Arabs bade us expeft 
to fall in with more vellels of this kind. The {hore of Sanafir is 
very bold, and would admit of a large fliip running clbfc to it. ^ 
At noon we faw the ifland of Tiran bearing due w^, and the 
ifland of Barkan N. W. The wind was ftill at S, S. W. when we 
bore away for the ifland of Barkan . Thefe iflands are both laid down 
.too far to the Ibuthward in the charts, as is the coaft adjacent to 
Cape Mahomet. latitude, perobierration, 28' 7/ N. At 2 P. M: 
the wh<^ fleet anchbred in a cove at Barkan. By running fo 
deep into this gulf, we could not ftand with this wind for Cape 
Mahomet, which muft bear S. W. of this ifland. We have here 
obtained a con^cing proof of the neceflity^ which boats are un- 
der to fait in fleets on this coaft. Not more than five months 
ago, four boats from Suez to Judda, were plundered at this very 
ifland of Barkan by pirates, and fome Greek and Turkifli paflen- 
gers cut <^ by thefe barbarians. This ftory was confirmed by the 
teflimony of Ibme of our fervants, who were afhore, and faw 
quantities of wheat and coffee fcattered about the beach. The 
wind hauled round to the S. E. at fun-fct, but we did not move* 
the pafiage to the Cape being too hazardous, we find, to rilk in 
; ^ I the 
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the dark. We were mdaced> fr<»n concurrent ctrcumftfuices^ to 
double our wateh during the night; the beft partof wtudi Ac 
wind was from the foul^ward. 

MONDAY, 7th JuLr. 

We wdghed atfour this morning, in company 'whh the othe^ 
Ixnts, with a li^t breeze from the S. E. At day-break faw a 
vefiel ifome leagues to the fouthward, ftanding as we did. At 
ten o'cktck pailed an iiland within three leagues of the main, which 
our pilot tells us, is Tiran. This information much fuiprized 
us, as in our chart, Tiran lies fame leagues to the fouthward of 
Cape Mah(»net, whereas, by our reckoning, this iAand lies in 
£6' 1 5 ', which is confiderably to the northward of die g^ven la- 
titude of the C^e. There is indeed an headland to the north- 
ward of this iiland, which we took for Cape Mahomet j but our 
pilot tells us, that tdie Cape bears S. W. of us, at the diftance of 
fevcn or dght leagues. By our run yefteMay and to-day, thecoaft 
&Dm the Cape to the top of the gulf of Afcaba, runs nearly ff-, 
and S. though oiir dhart lays it down two points more wefleily* 
This is not the only miftake. This gulf is twice as broad as the ^ 
chart makes tt, or we have been iailing on dry ground the whole 
day. Latitude, .per obfervation, 36* 14'N'. 

At I P.M. the wind hauled round tothe S.W. and all the 
fleet bore away to a reef of rocks that we 'had befOTe paft, and 
anchored under them, within 3 or 4 leagues of the main. It is 
a monnficauon to us indeed, to be baffled in doubling the cape 
with a wind, which we have to anxioufly wilhad for, and which 
is beooue foul inftead of being fair, by our having run-'up i^ 
high into this gulf, when we might have ftood over dh%£t from 
Mpilah' to Cape Mahomet. 
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At fim*fet the mnd, to our great joy, came rounii to the E . S. E. 

as ft indiitcd the-*hole fleet to get under fail,"which we had-nevcr 
before done at hightL In weiring her anchor, the largeft boat 
amraig us was near driving upon the rocks. The wind bltw fi-efh 
upon ^hem, and it is probable fhc would have been ftranded in 
a few minutes; hadilot oiie df our people fwam off to her in time 
with a rope, with tfrhich we towed her out of the'danger that 
threatened hei^. By the advice of our nokidah, we primed our 
fire-arms anew, and fete up the whole night, to be the bettei' 
prepared for the 'reception of the pirates, who, he affures us, are 
accilitbmed'to hirk in great numbers about Cape Mahomet. 
This was doubtlefs a tropblefome circumftance, but our mind* 
were fO'tafcai up with our approach to the Gulf of Suez, that 
tfiefe was not room left for difagreeable refleftions. With the 
prefent wiftd'wetrere in hopes of making the harbour of Tof 
feme time to-morrow, aiid if - a ' chance then appeared of our 
having' a tedious paflage by water, we refolved to proceed by land 
to Suez, as captmn Dibdin's officers had purpofed to do, which 
tile i'emoving of the cargo (^ the Judda fhip would, in all likeli- 
hood^ afferd U's a good opportunity of effefting. The night was 
ftrene,'tod we' flood on witK the coaft -under an eafy fail. 

TUESDAY. 8th July. 

About two this morning the wind fhifted to the N. N. W. and 
*re ftood to the weftward, at the rate of three knots an hour. Wc 
have Icift the reef of rocks behind us, or our Arabs would not go 
on Co boldly on a foul coaft. Jufl before day-break we laid down, 
to take a ftiort nap after our watching. By 7 A. M. wc were 
awake, and upon enquiring for Cape Mahomet, were much fur- 
prized when the pilot pointed it out to us, bearing to the fouth- 
ward of us at the diftance of twelve or fourteen leagues. Our 

difappointment 
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diiappointment was great at this infonnation. We expe£ted to 
have rounded the Cape before this, and had reeourie to our chart* 
which only plunged us into frcfti perplexity. We could only 
Tolve the difficulty by fuppofing. that we had gone much higher 
up the gulf of Akaba than we iimgined ; and were now obliged 
to ftand to the fouthward^ in order to double the Cape. At 
' eight we opened a gulf, which they tell usj is the gulf of Akaba» . 
and the head-land which we, have come round> and took ycfter- 
day to be Cape Mahomet, muft be the true ifland of Tiran. This 
coaft has been bolder than any other we have pafled ; and what 
is remarkable, we did not fee a ihoaL or breaker, the whole mom-, 
ing. 

Our latitude, per oblervation, was 27* 42' N. We were above 
half a degree to the ibuthward of yefterday, and this tended to 
convince us, that we had been much deeper in the gulf of Akaba 
than we fufpefled. We flood W. and ibmetimes W. by S. as the 
wind permitted. At i P. M. we faw two fail to the fouthward, 
one of which our pilot fuppofes to have been the large boat, 
vrhich parted company with us long fince. At two the wind 
fhifted again to the fouthward, and all the fleet bore away for the 
land to the wcftward of us. At five we anchored under a rocky 
ifland, within a league of the main, where we found a ftrangeboat 
at anchor. None of the fleet, but the pilot's brother, fetched 
this ifland befidesj but we are told they will eafily join us when 
tlie wind changes. Our vexation is infinite, that our fltuation 
will not admit of our taking advantage of a Ibutherly wind. When 
we have doubled the Cape, we njaylook for this wind in vain. 
The pilot points it out to us, at the diflancc of three or four 
kagues, and talks of getting to Tor in the morning. 

Juft as the fun fet behind the coaft we were upon, the ma- 
riners of the ftrange boat obferved a couple of turtles, fwimming 
from the reef wc lie on^ and immediately rowed out to fea after 

them. 
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them. It is common to turn thefe animals upon their backs, 
when they are afleep on the furface of the water ; but it was a new 
thing to us, to fee them taken when awake, in their own element. 
We could.not but laug^ at the attempt, but we had foon reafon to 
condemn our own' incredulity. The dexterity of the Arabs was 
equal to it. One of them jumped out of the boat with a rope in 
his hand, purfued, overtook, and after a ftruggle under water, 
faftened a hook to the head of the largeft turtle in four fathom. 
It wa5,with equa 1 facility, run up into the boat, and brought in 
triumph on board our reflel. This creature weighs about two 
hundred weight, and will fiimifh a plentiful meal for the whole 
fleet. The wind kept to the fouth moft<^ the night. 

WEDNESDAY, gth Jolv. 

The other boats came up to us at two this morning, when we 
weighed with a fine breeze from the N. W. At three the gale 
encreafed fo much, as to fend us at the rate of fix knots an hour. 
This made us uneafy , as we doubted the' poflibility of doubling the 
Cape. When the day broke, we faw high land to our nght> 
which we ftill took to be the Arabian coaft ; as we had not, to 
our knowledge, parted with it. But as the fun rofe, we were not 
a little ailoniflied at his fituation, which was quite the reverfe of 
what it ufed to be. We loft no time in calling upon the pilot, to 
explain this phenomeno'n. He replied without emotion, that we 
had pafied the Cape during the night, and that Tor itfelf was a 
confiderable way behind us. We had no compafs on board, but 
from the fun's pofition, we were certain that we were going to the 
fbuthward. We could not divine the reafon of this, except that 
the bay in which Tor lies, was deeper than the chart defcribes it. 
This idea iatlsfied us for awhile ; and under this delufion we 
ftood on at the feme rate, fometimes doubting the fidelity of our 
Arabs, and fometimes hoping that we were in the right courfe. 

Q. But 
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But we were at length awakened to a coavi£tion of our fii^* 
cions. By our obfervation at noon, we found ourfelres to be in the 
^tltudeof 26° 35 ' N. which is above a degree to the ibuthward of 
what we were yefterday. The deceit was too glaring, to be fiu*<* 
ther concealed from us. We had been looking out the whole 
morning for the Egyptian Ihore, as the gulf of Suez is not leck- 
pned to be ten leagues in breadth. We were inftantly afcer- 
tain^ that we were upon the Egyptian fliore. It now ftruck us, 
that our boat was originally bound for Cofire, and that the vizier 
vf Yatnbo had put us on board of her, for the fake of re&rving; 
th« major part of the freight to faimfelf, which he afhially did le- 
ferve, by the.confeffion of the nokidah during the paflage. - So that 
we got to Cairo, he did not care by what route. He had perform- 
ed the Xerif's orders, in difpatchingus from Yambo, and as therfr 
is a frequented track from Cofire to Cairo by the river Nile, it is 
a fufficient referve for the confcience of an Arab. The vizier had 
eften preOed us to .go by the way of Cofire, which we had as 
Qften rejeflod, from the idea of its being a more uncommon and 
dangerous road, than that by Suez ; and as we were not compli- 
ant, he bad thus tricked us tntawhat we had determined t» 
avoid. . 

In this perfuafion, we charged ournokid^ and pilot with per- 
fidy, and informed them, to their utter aftonilhment, that the 
&ore. before us, was the Egyptian, and that -we were not many- 
miles diAant firom Cofire. Their ideas of navigation are entirely 
confined to the headlands and Ihoals, which lie upon the coaft; 
and to obtain a knowledge of our fituation from the quadrant,, 
was as new, as it was unintelligible to them. Their fear, how- 
ever, of our relentment, made thefe fellows, at firft perfift, that we. 
lyere bound fiar Suez } to which falfhood they attefted by fwearing ' 
by their beards.; an oath the.moft.&cred to MulTulmen. But, 
ifhat pequries will not feu lead mank'md into i Th»r notions of 
3 EuK^ans 
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E6rt)][)edns taugtit thfem to dread a detc£tioh <^ their behaviofi 
^helr ignorance gave them hopes of impofing this plac6 upon Mi 
j^r SuiZi and they apprehended that their lives would be the 
forfeit of a premature difcovery. It was now plain, that they 
had tal:«n the advantage of the night before Iaft> to run over to 
the E^yptiato coaft.- They had never before fsuled in the dark, 
arid they artfall^ contrived td deceive us, under cover of the 
hight. All o6r difficuldes wer6 now folved. We had been led 
to miftake the gulf of Suez ycfterday, for that of Akaba. It was 
direftly aftem of us when we awoke j and we did not difcover 
that we had made a new fliore. We had not at that time, the 
ftioft diftaht iina^nation of the treachery which was intended 
us. We were puzzled, indeed, to account f<M' the courfe we 
. kept J but the fituation of the coaft might oblige us to change 
6ur direftion ; and the afliirances of the Arabs of our being 
near the Cape, perfeftly lulled us into a fetal fecurity. 

The pen would convey but a lifelefs picture of our feelings in 
flus important crifis. A thoufand circuniftahces crowded upon 
6Mt minds, to c\Tlice the cheat which had been put upon us; 
Several boats had left Yambo for Cofire, preceding our departure^ 
and we had been inform^, that all boats bound for Cofire, were" 
obfigcd to' iftafte Cape Mahornei at tl^ iSafon, before they 
ftWtched ovel- <o the. Egyptian fhbte. Thi Bddts that we half 
joi'ritd, were aftually thole bound fir Cofire i arid we had failed* 
*ith thtih- for abdve' thrte wcefcr, urtdtt- the belief of theii* being 
d^ned fot Suez. It is not fo Won^rftd, th«t incidents c^'thw 
natute ihoultl havfc efcafed our nbticc. Wd Aiixed- but little 
«ith the Artbis, and wetc fiich ftrartgers to* then- fcmguage, that! 
there was no occafion for their being upon their guard when: 
ihey converfed before ub. But Ibrahim, our ihfenprctfcr, had no 
Ach excufe for his want of difccrhriient. ■ Moments there doubt-' 
left Were, *fteh he might have iufpcfted their dcfign, if they had* 
0^2 addrefs 
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addrefs enough to conceal it partly from him. We have no 
doubts of his hotiedy ; but from the fimpUcity he has betrayed 
in this matter, draw but a bad omen of his iervices in the enter<» 
prize before us. It is too late to hefitate upon the ftep we are 
to take. ReHflance is equally abfurd and v^. Necefllty, with 
all the force of a vortex, impels us forward. We cannot pre- 
tend to carry the boat to Suez, Contrary to the inclinations of 
our mariners, and againft the northerly monfoon. We know 
Cofire to be under the Turkifli government, and immediately 
dependent on Cairo j and we have the vizier's pafe, to afford us 
a fafe-condu£l to that place. We have no doubt of the virtue 
of this pais, however we have been deceived by the perfon wha 
gave it. He had the Xerif s order to forward us to Suez j and 
after he has fo materially benefited by our purles, we giye him 
credit for an inclination to lerve us, by the means of his mafter'a 
iignet, which we know to be rejpe£ted in all Mahometan re- 
gions. > 

Our nunds were fomewhat relieved by thefe reflexions.. We 
partook of the turtle at dinner with apparent cheerfuhiefs ; and 
even went fo far, as to adopt their own meafures, and exprels to 
the Arabs our indi^rence, in regard to the port we were going; 
to. In this diQ)ofition we made the mofque of Cofire, without 
any other emotions, than what difappointment naturally excites 
in the human breaft. The toils and dangers which we had un- 
dergone, envenomed the itings of that difappointment; and af- 
ter a month's endeavors,, we fotmd ourfelves nearly in the £uat. 
fituation, as when we fet out from Yambo : not, indeed, fo far. 
removed firom Suez, but infinitely in more uncertainty and 
diftrefs. 

At 7 in the evening we anchored in the harbor of Cofire;. 
and find by the diftance which we have run, that the ifland wt. 
remained at laA night, was that of Shadwan, well known to tha 

Englifh 
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EngUih veffels wluch trade from India to Suez. As foon as it 
was dark, the nokidah went a&ore, to advife the commandant 
of our arrival j and to intereft him, as he i^Tured us, in our be- 
half. To confefs the truth, we had not the profpefl: of paffirig 
the moft agreeable night. Our fortune was wrapped up in 
doubt, dark as th& fhades which enveloped the creation ; and we 
anxioufiy Ipoked for the returning ligtu, to. difpel the obfcurity 
of the fcene I 



Thus, Madam, have I at length conducted you to Cofire, in- 
stead of the promifed port of Suez. In purfuing the courfe of 
tlus narrative, you have been fubje£ted, like the pnncipal charac- 
ters, to the inconftancy of fortune ; who, in imitation of the 
light ones of the lex, finds a plealure in decaying, thofe the moft 
who afpire to the favor of her fmiles, I have frequently had 
occafion to dilTent ag^ft the well-known- proverb of the Ro- 
mans, " Fortune favors the brave," though I am far from pre^ 
tending, that the undertakers of this voyage, are an inftance of 
its fallacy. The fotigues that we have eiidured in a month's 
cruize in an open boat, during the hotteft feafon c^ the Eaftem 
year, and the dangers that we have ran in exploring a mid and 
piratical coaft, were well encountered for the end we had in view» 
True fortitude is. exalted by oppofition, and, like the fabled An- 
tseus, riles with frelh ^gor from fucceflive overthrows. The 
prefent moments, when ouc reception at this place, nay,, our 
very lafety, is precarious, are critical indeed, and teem with events,, 
that may awaken curioiity, and excite the fufceptible breaft to 
regret the unfeafonable interruption of this narrative. 

If the foregoing fheets have the good fortune to meet with 

your 
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yo(u: apprsbation— if ti>ey arc a^adged ta aonttAt the e^tnified 
touches of nature, and intereft the pnUic in the fats of thret 
unlucliy travellers — I Ihill be tempted to renew die thread of out 
adventures, and recount the moft remarkable occurrences of our 
journey from Cofire to Alexandria. The norelty of the track 
will engage the reader, vbin bufineft is deficient t ftor can ht 
wholly be at a loTs for amufement, ia a tegioA fe untrodden, on 
a river fo celebrated as the Nile ! 

It is a received maxim, that there is no incident in a man's' 
life, but from which he may derive fome inftruftion. If I have 
reaped any advantage from the late icenes I have been engaged ' 
in, it is a ftock of philofophy, which has coft me no little puns 
in the acquifition ; and will, I truft, prove fufficient to fupport 
me in any trial, to which the lot of humanity may hereafter fuh- 
jeft me. But to my own fufferings may my indifference be con- 
finedl When I feparate my concerns from thofe of my fellow- 
creatures ; when 1 become deaf to the call of diftrefs j or behold, 
Qnmoved, the tear of tontrition, may I be tejefted by the more 
enlightened clafs of fociety, and chiefly by her^ who is one of 
its firft and brighteft ornaments ! 

1 have the honour to be, 

MADAM, 

Your't, tea. 

Cofire, in tjpper Egypt, 
9tli July 1777. 
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SERIES OF ADVENTURES, &c. 

IN THE TEAB. M.DCC.LXXVn. 
IN LETTERS TO A LADY. 



LETTER n. 

MADAM, 

TO prove as good as one's word is the province of everj^ 
honeft man> but more particularly will it be expeAed 
where inclination and duty go hand-in4iattd. Whatever may be 
the fate of my former letter, the Ipecious name of honor will 
infure the performance of my promife, and lead me into error 
under a miitaken notion of things. The man of honor fubmits 
his better judgnlent to the 0|nnion of the multitude, and facri- 
fices his friend's life or his own, to extend his reputation. In 
like manner, the author is betrayed by the feciet impulles of 
vanity, and is fo tenacious of the empty applaufes of the croud, 
as to be ftiU riiking what littlie fame he may have acquired, in 
the purfuit«f more. But you. Madam, have to anfwer for this 
tranigieflion, and, though inqocmt of the intention, are un* 
happily the caufe of a poor author adding to the number of 
his fins. There is doubtlefs matter enough in the pages which 
he has the honor to fubmit to your perufid ; but in refpeft to the 
manner, he only wiflies that he was poflefled of your talent to 
tecufe it to the world. 

There 
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There is a regret mingled with the pleafure I feel in retracing 
. '"y progrefs through a land, which has been renowned from the 
«arlieft times, and is replete with the nobleft ruins of antiquity. 
Which gave birth to Cleopatra, and contains the dflies of Alex- 
ander ! From whence mufic boafts its divine origin, and on 
whofe mythology Homer formed the grounds of his immortal 
work ! The parent of fcience ! the nurfe of heroes ! and the mo- 
nument, alas I of decayed greatnefs ! Too fevere, O Egypt I 
has been thy lot ; too fevere an example doft thou afford of the 
inftability of human glory. It is in thy fchool that the proud 
ihould learn humility, the atheift religion ; more in(tru£tion vnll 
he gain in the review of thy foitune, than from the dreams of 
philofophers or the lefibns of divines. Here wilt he fee the in- 
vincible Sefoftris vanquilhed in his pofterity ; the public works 
through which he meant to hand down his name to lateft ages, 
yielded to the conqneror. Time j and his once potent empire di- 
vided by the fword of infidels ! — The liiblime imagery of Shake- 
fpear rufties to my mind on the contemplation of this awful fcene, 

*« The cloud-capt towers, the gorgeous palaces, 
■ ** The folemn temples, the great globe itfelf, 
'• Yea, all which it inherits, ihall diflblve," 
txx. &c. 

The faireft productions of art here bear the marks of bar- 
barous rage, and ignorance uiurps the fields, where learning 
reared her column to the flues. The far-famed Nile now rolls 
his ftream through lonely pliuns, and fullen laves the fhores, 
where freedom fmiled ; which Love and which the Mufe were^ 
wont to grace I 

For the fake of a more familiar itile, I have preferved the 
form of a diary hi the following narrative. I deteft form^ity, 
and would lacrifice a well-turned period for the appearance of 

eale. 
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cafe. The reader who looks foi- conneAed accounts, Ciceronian 
epithets, and poliftied expreflions, in thefe rambling pages, will 
be greatly miftaken in the intention of the author; whofe higheft 
aim is to amufe the curious, and to touch the humane. Loofe 
hints, concife defcriptions, and unftudied details, (um up th^ 
chief parts of a work, which is merely pubUfhed to promote 
the interefts of humanity, and to afford a caution to the unwary 
traveller. There is one thing which he has moft reafon to fear 
will be objefted to it, and that is, the want of the marveilous 
and furprizing, in a region fo involved among the fables of an- 
tiquity, 

THURSDAY. loth July. 

Cofire is lituated in 26* 20 ' north latityde, and is the fouthem- 
moft port on the coaft of Egypt. It has been a place of great 
note, and is ftill coiiiiderable for the exportation of grain to 
Arabia, which is brought in the caravan from the Nile. There 
is a prodigious high range of mountains behind it, which are 
an cxa^ counterpart to thofe on the Arabian fide } through thefe 
mount^s is the road to the Nile. The harbor is defended to 
the northward by a reef of rocks, which ftretch about a mile into" 
the fea j and to the fouthward and weftward, the land forms it 
into the ihape of a crefcent. Here is water for fliips of burden ; 
but without a pilot, they could not venture into the bafon. The 
fort of Colire Aands upon a rifing ground j and is a fquare 
building of about four hundred yards in circumference. It was 
formerly ftrong enough, to have withftood a regular attack ; the 
walls being of ftone, and iWed to a confiderable height. But 
at prefent, it is in a defencelefs ftate j the breaches which time 
has made in it, being rep^ed with mud-work, and not mons 
tlian three difmantled pieces of cannon left to proteft it. The 
R r> town 
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tovra itielf is in a more miierable condition. Of all the nu- 
mefous houfes which once reared thor heads hete, nothing but 
their walls afe ftanding ; and of the mofqucs, which good Muf- 
fulmen ifteem beyond all other etfifices, but the remains of two 
now can be difcerned, and one of thefe bowed almoft to the 
ground. The reader is here prcfented with a view of a place, fo 
Hew to obfervation. It is a matter of conjefture whether, in 
tifty years hence, there will be any traces of habitations on a 
ijjot, whi(;h at this moment exhibits only the outlines of them. 
But if the town displays fo unfavorable an appearance it falls 
infinitely fliort of the dreary alpefl of the country around it. 
So far from a tree being in fight, the eye cannot catch a verdant 
Jpot, whether it furvfcys the mountains witliin, or the plun that 
ftretches along the fea-ihore. And this defart is the barrier to 
the celebrated and fertile land of Upper Egypt I 

At 7 o'clock the pnncipal Turk and two Arabs came on board 
the boat, to 4hvitc us j^ore, and to acquunt us that there was 
a houfe jkovided for oUr reception. We had paffed but an un- 
'tomfoitable night> and Were ovegoycd to be relieved from our 
juipence, by fo polite an invitation. We readily accepted of it, 
■sttid ourfelves ahd our b^gage vrere conveyed to the houfe ap- 
pMnted for us j which, though the beft in the town, was little 
better thsm an Englifh bam. Here we were received by an Arab 
of diftindticm, whom we found to be the fon of the Arabian 
fliJuk or [oince of the diftrift, who was abfent on an cxcurfion 
to the Nile. Though the garrifon of tlie fort of Cofire is un- 
der the command of a Turkifh officer, appointed by the bey of 
Cairo, the government of the city and the commerce of the port, 
are entirely in the hands of the Arabs ; to the chief of whom 
we are recommaided by the vizier of Yambo. This is a piece 
of int*ll^ence whi<;h we have leamt from the nokidah of our 
boat, AAd indeed, the riziw could do no lefs, to atone for his 
^ treachery 
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treachery towaiKis us. The'youn^ man very politely fupplied his 
father's place, and mf^med us, it was his intention to accoiq- 
pany us to the Nile, as Jbcm as the caravan, which was d^ly 
cxpe£):ed, (hould arrive frpm thence. This he coniidered as the 
leaft dangerous and expeniive mode of travelling j as a few ca- 
mels would require a guard, and ^un more rill^ of an attack 
from the banditti which infeft the mount^os of Upper Egypt. 
With thefe plaufible rea£)ns we are obliged to ac/quiefce, though 
the delays we umjei^ are not the fmalleft mortifications w^ 
mtfet with. Our room was crouded the whole day with viiirar?, 
whofe curiofity led them to view us. Europeans th^ might 
have fcen here in di%uiie, but the habit which we wore w^s 
endently new and iitrprizing to them. Among thefe pec^le there 
were two Chriftians, who appeared Qiych r^oiced to fee us, anfl 
prefented us with a difli of ruiks, which were very light and pa- 
latable. They are clothed in the Arabian drefs, which we Uke.- 
wi& intend to afltume when we iet out on our jovtmey, ^ot only 
to avoid the inquifitiye and illiberal temper of the oadves, but fc^ 
the iake of coolnefs. The loofe and %ht visftments of the oii- 
£ntal nations are admirably adapted to the nature of their icli- . 
mate; and die ntunerous fol<^ of themuflin tvrbw, arp i^ 
beft invented defence againft the burning rays of a vertical fup. 

FRIDAY. iithJutY. 

We had company, as yefterday, to pay us their complin^ents 
this morning, for which we ^re as much indebted to the in^olenqe 
of temper, as to the poUtenefs of tjic Arabs. If we except their 
hours of devotion, they have no otho* way o^ palling their time 
than in vifits of cere{DC»vy. Book^ are entirely negle^d by them, 
except thol^ of a religious turn j and which are mco'e calculated to 
iniiife the gloom of fuperftition into the mind of a MulTulnun, 
R 2 tfian 
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than to afford amufement. Poetry itfelf, which, feems to have 
.Sprung from the palh>ral regions of Arabia, is no longer courted 
' jior acknowledged by this degenerate race ; and 'the names of their 
-poets are more honored and known in Europe than in Afia. 
Strange as this affcrtion may appear, there is nothing morfe cer^- 
'^ain than the truth' of it ; and it cannot be difputed, that the pro- 
■ pagation of a novel and bigotted faith, has been always attended 
'with the fame melancholy effefts in every part of the globe. ■ The 
blindnefs of zeal dcftroys every thing that is not intimately con- 
'ne^ed with the objeft of its purfuit; and the Mgh-priefts of a 
new-fangled' doftrine, are the Goths and Vandals of tlie age, 
who oveirtnrn the altars dedicated to the arts and fciences. 

Another Chrlftian accompanied thofe who paid us a vifit yef- 
terday, and we learn, to our great fatisfa^on, that they are 
waiting for the caravan which is to convey us to the Nile. There 
is an inexprcfiible pleafuit in meeting with thofe of our owh re- 
ligion in a foreign land, and.efpecially where the difference of opi- 
. nion is fufficicnt to occafion the worft of treatment to a traveller. 
But it is univerfally acknowledged, that Chriftians have greater 
privileges, and experience better ufage in Egypt, than in any 
^other part of Turkey. Governed by her own beys, and but no- 
nrinally dependant on the Porte, ihe deviates wholly from the falfe 
fyftem which fubfifts in the Ottoman politics ; and Itudies her 
own intcrefl in thQ favor ftic fliews to Chriflianity. Too fupine 
for ftudy, and too proud for labor, the M^ometan refigns the 
pen and plough to the induftrious Chriftian. But for this d'clpifed 
tribe, the wheels of government would ihmd ftiU, and the Nile, 
would yearly fatten his banks in vain. The mechanicsi as well as 
hufbandmen, arc of this perfuafion ; and the fecretaries, as well 
as moft of the confidential officers of the great and petty prii^ts of 
Egypt, profefs the Chriftian tenets. 

J the 
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,. -The Tiirkifliconunandant has juft feat to acqaaint us, by our 
jiokidah; that it is cuflomary to fearch the baggage of travellers, 
that the duties of the port may be levied on any merchandise they 
poffefs. Though we aflured them that we were fitted out, not as 
merchants, but as travellers, we could have no objeftion to a prac- 
tice foufualin all places. In the evening, therefore, we were vi- 
fited by fome of the principal people, to whoni we opened our 
trunks ; and can fay, that the fcrutiny was lefs rigid, and con- 
dufted with more decency, than in many of the cuftom-houfes of 
Europe. -While thefe gentry were drinking coffee with us, at fun- 
fet intelligence was brought us of the caravan's approach, which 
■afforded us no inconliderable pleafure. The young fhaik was 
informed of his father's arrival, and haftened to receive" liirii. We 
Toon learnt that only a part of the caravan was come with the 
Arabian fhaik ; who fent us his compliments; and excufes for not 
WMting on us, being fatigued with the journey. He promifed to 
vifit us early in the morning, to provide us with camels, and to 
adjuft the ceconomy of our expedition by the return of . the carar 
van, which would certainly be herein a few days; If we enconn^ 
ter no further delays, we ihall not repine at being betrayed into 
this route, whi£h is new, and may afford us matter 6f curious fpe- 
culation. As the wind alfo continues to blow from the N. W. 
quarter, we can the more eafilygive credit to our nokidah, who 
dTures us, that our boat would not have gotten'to Suez this month 
to come, and that^hfi, feafon alone prevented our bang carried to 
Suez agreeably to out defire. As" this fellow feems very eameft 
to ferve us, and has promifed to remain here until we depart for 
the Nile, we the more readily forget the trick he played us, which 
the apprehenfions of the vizier's rcfcntmcnt might induce him to 
commit. That titled villain has principally benefited by our mif- 
fortunes ; and, were this laft evil neceffary to fill up the meafure 
of them, inftead of paying the enormous fum of 650 dollars for 
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cor paJTage to Collre, we might have been tranTported here at a 
trifling expence, on any of the numerous boats that trade between 
Yambo and this place. 

SATURDAY^ 12th Jolt. 

We werefurprized this morning with an early vifit from the 
Arabian fliuk, attended by the chief people of the town. He 
is an elderly man, of a good countenance and a polite addrels* 
and in every refpeCtf anfwers to the idea which an European 
would form of one of thefe leaders. He confirmed the tenders 
of fervice, and promifes of proteflion, made us by his fon ; and 
feemed willing to diQ>atch us immediatdy to the Nile with the 
-few camds.he had here, provided we were content to leave our 
baggage bdiind; to be feat after us by the great caravan. 
Though our living on the Nile until our baggage came vjp, would 
dc more agreeable in refpe£t to the iituation, and thecheapnels of 
provifioQ, when compared with this place, we determined to watt 
for the caravan, which we now found was not cxpcQxd. thde 
aght daysj And this not only on account of fecurity, but as it 
appeared to be the w'dh of the A£k, who declared his intention . 
ofaixompanying us himfel^ or patting us under the proteftioa 
of his ilbn during the journey. When this point was fettled, we ' 
requefted the ihaik to fumifli us with a camel to carry a letter 
to the Nile, from thence to be forwarded to the India Company's 
agent at Cairo, that h& na^t be advifed of our arrival in thele 
parts. To this the Ihait chearfully coniented, and we addrefied 
the folbwing letter to Mr. Baldwin, and delivered It to the 
Arab, 
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To G E O R G E B A L D W I N, Efq. 

"SIR. 

'« We take the liberty to acquaint you of our arrival at this 
place on the loth Inftant. A concurrence of accidents has obli- 
ged us to undertakie this uncommon route, although it was our 
intention to have proceeded to Cairo by the way of Suez. As w@ 
are charged with dilp^tches of the utmofl: confequenc^ from the 
prelident of Madras to the Court of Directors, we flatter our- 
felves, that this circumftance will be a further inducement to 
your humanity, to intereft yourfclf with the bey of Cairo in our 
behalf, that he may immediately iffiie palfes to Ghinm^ and 
Jirje, for our better fccurity in going down the Nile. We have a 
proteftion from the vizier of Yambo to the Arab fliaik oi this 
diftrid;, who has treated us with great civility, and promiles tp 
' Send us to the Nile, under charge of his fon. by the return of 
the caravan, which is expected here in aiiewdays. It is with 
his aiEftance that we are enabled to forward you this intellir 
gence of our fituation. When we have the pleafure. Sir. of feeing 
you at Ouro, we fliall do ourfelves the ijonor to deliver the lettei-s 
we are chaiged with to your addrels, which we confider of t09 
^nuch importance to you to be trufted to this conveyance. 

*' In the hopes of meeting with you in a ihqrt tiute. and of 
vxpreOing our fenie of the fervices which your influence in this 
country may afibrd u^ we remain. 

SIR, 
Your very obedient, &c." 

•* Cofire. on the coaft of Upper Egypt, 
I2th Jfuly, 1777." 

When the fhaik and his courtiers had taken tlieir leave, we had 
a continual levee the whole morning, and the durbar of an eaftern 
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prince could not be more crouded than our apartments. We treat- 
ed pur vifitors with coffee only, aa it ia the cuftom-of the country 
for every one to carry his principal entertainment about with 
him, which is the pipe. It fupplies the place of meat and drink, 
and even thought itfelf ; though they tell you here, that the jripe 
is the beft friend imaginable to meditation. Be this as it may, 
the Arabs do not feem to benefit by it in this refpedt ; though never 
did I fee a paflion carded to fuch excefs as this. 

At noon the young {haik accompanied us in a walk about the 
town, and as we pafled the fort, wewere faluted with one gun : a 
compliment for which we made a fmall donation to the gunner. 
■In this excuriion we gathered 'nothing, but a nearer view of the 
poverty of the people, and the dreary face of the country. At our 
-return home we had another vifit from the flrnik, to acquaint us, 
that the carriage of a letter to Ciuro would be very heavy, and that 
we might as well omit fending it. When he named 60 dollars 
for the trouble, we were not a little ftartlcd at the fum, and Ihould 
have been well inclined to drop liie matter, had we not held it of 
great moment to our concerns. We declined, however, giving 
-Jiich an extravagant price, for what we told the fhaik was of little 
confequencc in itfelf . He was called away by fomc bufmefs in the 
midftof this conference, and our nokidah offered to follow him, 
and to bring him to rea^ in his demand. The fellow accord- 
ingly went on this cmbafiy to the ihaik, who confented at length 
to take 20 dollars for the difpatch of the letter. The money was 
immediately advanced, and the camel was that night isnt off to . 
the Nile, if any reliance could be placed on the word of an Arab. 
The attempt to Impofe on us in a charge of this kind, was only 
confidered by us as an effay on the ftrength of our puries ; and 
we are in hopes, from our having lowered them fo conGderably in 
their prices, . that we flialj b? the Icfs liabl? to impoAtion, in our 
future dealings, witli the natives. of Egypt., 

Our 
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Oiir evening, as ufiial, was pafled in ncaving company, among 
vriiom we Taw feveral peopte who were to be our fellow-travel- 
lers. There was a merthant, in particular, who was very intel- 
ligent, and offered to accommodate us with his houie, on our 
arrival at Ghinnah, a large city on the Nile, to which the cara- 
van is to carry us. He tells us, to our great £itisfa€Uon, that 
we (baU find no difficulty in procuring boats for our pafiage 
down the Nilej and that at theeafy expence of 25 dollars. So 
that our money holds out to Cairo, we muft be content to pay 
for every inch of the road, through this ftrange and remote- 
country. We have been obliged to make feveral little piefenta 
to the great people already j but thefe have been confined to 
pieces of Indian handkerchiefs, and bottles of European liquors. 
Thefe the Turkilh commandant carried away under his garment, 
with all the granty peculiar to his nation ; and, to heighten the 
ickt, he was pleafed to let the fpirits pals under the denomina- 
tion of phyfic. 

The weather here is remarkably plealant for this time of the^ 
year. This muft be owirjg to the prevalence of the northerly 
winds, that blow acrols the Red Sea to this coaft. Neither are 
the dews fo heavy and troublefome, as we found them on the 
Ihores of Arabia. A lucky circumftance to travellers, who have 
been fo long accuftomed to the magnificent and fpacious canopy 
of the Iky, that they cannot lleep within doors, or be confined 
beneath the low and contracted roof of a chamber. We have 4 
good yard belonging to the houfe, where we pals the nights. 

SUNDAY, 13th JtJiy. 

Gtir charges are confiderably augmented by the price of water, 

which is become fo fcarce, that we are at times at a lofs for a 

draught of it. The people here drink of a bad fort, which they 
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bring fiiom a fpring at above a league's dHhmce, it not bong in 
their power to pay a quarter of a dollar per fldn, for Co con- 
fiderable a neceflary of life. 

The northerly wind continues' to blow fo ftrbngly, that we 
have great reafon to fiiink we Qiould have been much longer 
beating our paffage to Suez,' than- wi'fhall "be in getting to Curo 
by the route we have ftumbled upofti.^- "The charafter of anr 
nokidah begins to be again doubt^l. AtUk all his promifes to 
ftay by us until our departure, and to fee us provided vtith good 
camels, he came, to us this evenihg with the ihaik, and, after a 
parade of his attachment towards us, pretendid to regret -tfae 
neceffity which called him away. He even perfuaded the cM 
man to declaim in his behalf; to acquaint us that the lettn- 
which the vizier of Yambo had fent by the nokid^, was of the 
utmoft moment to bur intereft ; that w^wore thensby endtM 
to the ihaik's proteftion, as far as his lifa would aSorA It i mhI 
that he hoped we would remember him, now he was abontico 
leave us. Notwithftanding our indignation vras rouzed at the 
prevarication of this fdlow, we did i>6t hold him worth our at- 
tention, nor did we chufb to let the ftiaik into the realon of oor 
defiring lus ftay. It was our bufinefs to appear to place an wi- 
limited confidence in ike man," whom chance had made riw 
mafter of our fetes. And indeed he a^ted very impartially oh 
the occafion, and concluded his harangue, with intreating xk to 
confult our inclinations only, when we fixed on a recomptnce 
for the nokidah's fcrvices. We thanked him for his goodnefs» 
and carelefsly added, that we would think on this fubje£l in the 
morning. There is no doubt but the nokidah's waiting our 
motions, might be prejudicial to his affairs which fummon him 
to Yambo j but it vras our declared intention to have made Kim 
a very handfome confideration on this account. To have fint 
kdyices to our friends in India oi our iftfet|y, atid of oul- dopar*- 
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tare for the Nik, was a Aiatter which we had much at heart. 
This very fellow had promifcd to aocompUfti it. He has un- 
doubtedly forfeited all further pretenfions to our favor, fo that 
the prefent ■srfiich we give him will be very trifling, 

MONDAY, 14th July. 

The greatcft part of the morning was fpent in a ccmverfation 
with the nokid^, and in writing a letter to the vizier, in tefti- 
mony of this fellow's good treatment of us. His conducing 
us to this place appears to have been more the vizier's crime 
than his ; and, in ^te of his recent abufc of our confidence, our 
diftrefles had not deprived us of the principle of forgivencfe, fo , 
far as to permit us to deny him a requeft of this nature. The 
fafety of his, family, who were in the vizier's power, depended, 
as he afiured tts, ttpon our word. ' The addrcfs was extraordi- 
nary enough, to a man who had been the primary caufe of our 
misfortunes j and it may be cxpefted that we did not mifs the 
opportunity to g^ve a vent to our irid^nation. But, irritated 
as we were againft the minifter, we difdained even to expoftu- 
fate with him on his unfair proceedings. We were determined' 
not to aiFord him matter of triumph, and concealed the effefls 
*hich his detefted policy had been attended with. The letter was 
exprefled in geheral terms ; and we bore witnefs to the conduft 
of the nokidah, as far as regarded his attention and refpeft to- 
wards us. With this he feemed better fatisfied than with the 
prefent we made him. We afligned but ten dollars for himfelf 
andthepilot,'of whom I have made fuch frequent mention in 
the journal of the boar. This was a fufficient mortification to 
people, whofe expectations had been raifed by the rewards we' 
promifed them on our ikfe arrival at Suez, and whofe ideas of 
our wealth were fo extravagant. The feveral trifles we had left 
S 2 in 
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In the boat amounted to no inconfideraMe fum ; but the value of; 
thefe were already forgotten. We were more liberal to the boat's 
crew, who came at the fame time to take leave of usj as they 
had been the innocent inftruments in the execution of the plot, 
which was devifed againft us in the town of Yambo. 

We perceive a jealoufy fubfifts between the Turk and Arab 
on our account, which we have no reafon to be concerned at. As 
tlie prefcnce of the former will prove an infallible check on the 
motions of the fhaik* we fhall rather be defirous of fomenting 
the difference, by paying an equal attention to thefe chie^, than, 
by attaching ourielves to one, run the chance of incurring the 
refentment of the other. The government of the diftrift is un- 
doubtedly in the hands of the ftiaik, who holds it from the man- 
date of the bey of Curo ; and to his influence we muft commit 
ourielves in our journey to the Nile. But the oftenfible dignity. 
lies with the Turkiih officer, who commands the fort of Cofirc. 
in the name of the bey,, and is placed here as a ipy on the con- 
duct of the ihuk. They never meet at our houfe but by acci- 
dent > and then nothing but common civility pafles between 
them. The Arab, in particular, is uneaiy at the frequent vifits 
of the other, and it is no longer ago than this morning, that he 
cautioned us to truft to him alone for the fupply of our vrants. 
Wlule the Turk, on the other hand, let us this afternoon into 
the knowledge of every thing that we wanted to be informed 
of. The cuftomary price of camels to the Nile will be but trifling, 
and we hope, by his means, to efcape the impofitions which we 
fliould otherwi& incur from the poverty of the Arabs, who, in 
many refpeAs, are of no unanuable charafter. We have found 
them to be decent in thor manners, and temperate in th^r diet i 
-addicted to no warmth or levity of temper, refpeftful in the 
laft degree to their parents, charitable in thdr difpofitions, and 

huo)an« 



yGoogle 



[ 133 ] 
huoaaae t<y ^tir dependents : {Iriflly. attentive to ^ the forms of 
their religion, and wholly unacquainted with the unnatural viceft 
which orig^ated- in the Eaflr, and have long difgraced the Chrif- 
tian empire. But this aflemblage of good qualities is thoroughly 
tainted by the luft of lucre, which no bounds are forcible enough 
to reftrain. Thdr command of mind is applied to facilitate the 
bafeft purpofes of gain, and their pretended fanftity often ferves 
to cover fome fcheme of fraud. It muft be owned, the neceflities 
of people, who almoft live in a ftate of nature, muft bear hard 
on the innate principles of goodnefs which they may poQefs j 
and when the prejudices of their region, which inculcate the 
practice of deceit towards Chriitians, are thrown into the ba- 
lance, it will not be Xo much wondered at, that the fcale of in- 
juftice prevailed ^:unft us : that we were Co maltreated in Ara- 
bia, or that we Qiall be obliged to win our way through the de- 
farts of Thebals to the Nile, by dint of gold. 

The young fhaik, after his father had left us, took a liking 
to a very good ipying-glafs which we had brought with us. As 
he is likely to be our fdlow-traveller, we begged his acceptance 
of it. At the £une time our noMdah came to take his leave ; 
and we parted on good terms, notwithftanding what had pafled 
between us. 

TUESDAY, 15th July. 

This morning a jar of water was brought to us from the fiiaik, 
which had juft arrived from the mountains. He had heard us 
complain yefterday of the want of fweet water, and very politely 
fent this jar to our houfe, wMch had come for his own drinking. 
We were content to pay three dollars for the carriage^ as we fet 
an higher value upon water, in our preient drcumftances, than 
if it were wine. We had an early vi£t from the old man, to 
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whom we prefentcd a piece of Indian chmtz for his women.' 
Had we been apprized of our going this road, we. might have 
brought numbcFlefs trifles from our veffel, which would have 
appeared of fome eftimation in the eyes of a people, to whom all 
foreign articles have the charms of novelty. This man however 
has feen more of the world than the generality of his country- 
men. He has been twice at Conftantinople j and at AJexandria, 
he tells us, he went on board an Englifii man of war of fixty 
guns, from which he feems to have derived an high i(fca of the 
power and dignity of the Britifti nation. He has been comfort- 
ing us with the hopes of the caravan's not exceeding the time 
appointed for its appearance j which now approaches; to our 
great fatisfataion. There is nothing'to' be feen here but-fca; 
mountain, and Iky -, and we long to be coafting the banks of the 
Nile, ana to become eye-witneffes of the fertility and beauty or 
a country, fo celebrated by hiftorians, and confirmed in our ad- 
miration by the teftimony of the people here, who are never 
tired of repeating its praifes. We learn that our boat, and fora- 
others, f^ed this morning for Yarabo; and that three larger 
ones remain here to receive their lading from the caravan. Tha 
paflage to Yambo can be made with eafe in four or five days. 
What a contraft to the long and tedious voyage that we ex- 
perienced to this place ! 

Nothing is a greater proof of the warlike ^iifpofitions of the 
Arabs, than the pleafure they take in the infpeftion of arms of 
all kinds. Our fwords, guns, and piftols, have undergone a 
thoufand examinations j and been honored with a profafion of 
applaufes, not, we fufpeft, without hopes, on their fide^ of pro- 
fiting by our politenefs. Were a fword or fpear to be put into 
the hand of an Arab, whatever difguife he might be in, his bent 
of mind would as quickly betray itfelf, as did Achilles', when he 
handled the atms which Uiyffes placed before him. He is d- 
9 ways 
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w^y? armed as- if ij^ng to battle j and we never fee any one, 
wbofe ,prx)fefllosi allows pf it, unprovided with a pair of loaded 
;piAols.ijip: his ^rdki a.fabre and a dagger by bis fide, and a fpear 
of about fix feet in length in his right hand. In his left he al- 
ways carries a pipe, which, moderately fpeaking, is not five mi- 
nut^ together, from his lips in the courfe of die day. Though 
this genpn^ praitic^ :cf carrying fire-arms on pcaceaHe occa^ 
iions, is totally repugnant to the ideas of civilized minds, there 
is nothing; but what may be reconciled to us by the force of 
habit i ^d.ire,npvv. view this threatening apparatus of war with- 
pi|t tiije iin^eft. elation. In the evening the. fl^k. brought .ui 
a pla^e^ of ^nripencd. limes, which, indifierent as..they wore, we 
));^rfland Jiave. CQpie firo^i:^ the neighborhood of die JNile. 

■A '.■■■ WEDNESiDAY, i6th July.' , 

We are very fortunate m relpe^l to the owner of the hou& wc 
live in. He is an old Arab, of a civil, demeanor and a quiet 
temper i and ii^.ijYer a. m9Ktal pafied ^way an^inpffenfiyc life, it is 
this,hofl: of:<?urs, i^'v worldly cares. e;£t?nd not heyondthe-Uttle 
oeconomy of an bumble, roof, and th& iale-of a few articles, with 
which he makes (hift to provide for the calls of nature. . The 
only luxury he taftes of, is his, pipe pf to.bacco Mid his cup cf 
coffee J and his ible enjojj^ment, is the tendance o/ a milch goat, 
that follows him about with the docility of a dog. The milk of 
this animal he kindly referves for our. uiej Jmd, indeed, it is 
ferviceable to us, in a miferable place, where milk is not to be 
procured. InUie courfe of fuch , a fi,mple |ife, . it is not likely 
that he ftiould imbibe, the error^s which tigher ftations are apt to 
betray their .poflteflbis, info J and there is no dpubt but the prayers 
of this poor Arab are acceptable to the Almighty difpofer of all 
things. Content carries along with it-the alpe£t of every virtue; 
.,,... and 
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and not to re^e at the deftiny which Heaven has allotted u;, 
1$ certainly of more folid importuice to mankind, than the at- 
tainment of a thotifand dazzling talents, which, by fitting Ms to 
die admiration of this world, too often render us indiflferent to 
the acquifition of a more glorious recompence. 

The fliaik and the commandant are become very regiiliar in 
&eir vifits to us. 5y this particular attention we concdve hopes 
of the caravan's approach, as we do not think they would tliua 
court us through mere form. The Turk i» by much the more 
modeft of the two, which muft be attributed to a more genend 
knowledge of the world. He has afked for nothing but the ,ti- 
quor before mentioned ; and has received nothing from us, but 
a piece of muflin handkerchiefs, which we preiimted hun with 
laft night. The Arab does not maintain this decency in his con- 
duct, though he is by no means open iii liis d^nands. He is 
continually afking us» through die channel of our intopreter, 
of the things we polTefs j and this morning dellred to look at a 
curious pair of piftols of mine, which I had carefully concealed 
from his knowledge. Though I could not learn in what man- 
ner he had difcovered them, I was obliged to promife them to - 
him on our arrival at the Nile ; when we fondly flattered ourielves 
to be delivered from the neceflity of ftanding upon our guard. 
Thefe piftols have a ftop upon the cocks, which muft render 
them fafer to an Arab, who is accuftomed, on a march, to fleep 
with them in his girdle. 

The weather was hotter to-day than we have before expe- 
rienced it, which we attribute to an alteration in the wind, that 
has blown from the land, though very faintly. Were it not for 
the omftant gales which prevail in thefe feas,. the coafts would 
be intolerably hot, as the foil is nothing but rock and fand. 
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THURSDAY. 17th July. 

The ftiaik brought us this morning a bottle of dnnamon-water 
under his cloak. We were prevailed on to tafte it» out of com- 
pliment to him, who flicwed us the example, but we heartily re- 
pented of it. Whether owing to the ftill, or whatever caufe it 
might be, there was a copperas tafte in the liquor, that did not 
agree with our ftomachs. This will be a caution how we make 
free with foreign liquors, among a people, whole ignorance may 
be impofed on by the venders of thefe aiticles. 

We have difcovered an amiable tr^t in the charafUr of the 
old man, which has confiderably heightened our opinion of him. 
He has a paternal regard for his fubje£ts, and feems to (hare in 
any innocent recreation they can take. It was no longer ago. 
than laft night, that a Have-boy, belonging to our company, was 
playing on the fiddle for the entertainment of the fhaik. The 
novelty of the found brought a crowd about the gate of the 
yard, where we were fitting on carpets to enjoy the cool of the 
evening. The old man perceived them to be pleafed with the 
mufic, and alked our permiffion to let them come in. This was 
no fooner granted, than the yard was filled with people of all 
ranks, who exprefled great fatisfaftion and furprize at the ikill 
of a boy, who might be put on a footing with the blind fiddlers 
that fet a country wake in motion. The ideas of 'the better fort 
of a fimple people, cannot be expefted to be more refined than 
thofe of the lower clafs of a poliOied nation. Nature is the fame 
in every climate, and betrays its want of cultivation, by an un- 
diftinguifliing tafte in the feveral degrees of perfeiftion to which 
the arts and fciences may be carried. The notes of a violin or 
flute may touch a rude ear with fenfations of delight, although 
not regulated by the paufes of time ; or how can we pretend to 
T receive 
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receive pleafurc from the wild notes of the wood-lark or night- 
ingale ? The truth is, we look not for any excellence in the 
bird, but what nature has afforded. The fwectnefs of his pipe 
makes ample amends for the irxegulanty «f th^ zneaiore i and we 
drink the melody, without feeling the want of co; re&ieis. 

W-e had a viilt as uTual from the Turk, w]k) watches his time, 
aod cQni£s always after the departure of the iha^. He informs 
us« that he has \q&. had a mefieoger, who bangs advice -of the 
immediate departure of the <aravao from the Nile, if ttua ac- 
count he true, it muft .arrive within two days at furtheft. The 
Turk Ihewed us a. chop or fignet, dtat he recdved from Ibra- 
iiimBeg, Che hey of Cairo, nominating him to the command of 
the fort of Cofire. He is a very obliging and good-humored 
man ; aud it will be our inclination, as well as intereft. to culti- 
vatehis fidejidfhip^ « 

Jt is not often that we venture oat <^ the doors of our 
gEtfeway, except by moon-light^ when we ftray down to the fea- 
fide, which is the only prolped from this place that can bear 
obiervation. There was doubtlefs fome appearance of cuHiva- 
tioa, when the country was better inhabited, as the moft {hibbom 
ibU cannot vefift the efforts of induftry. But ^ the power of 
the Turks began to decline in thefe parts, commerce faikd apace; 
the inhabitants of this populous city removed by degrees to the 
more fertile banks of the iNilc, and have left it a prey to poverty 
and.defolatioa 1 

FRIDAY, i8th July. 

We received very difagreeable tidings this morning relative to 
the caravan. The road is fo infeflDed with Buddoos, or wild 
Arabs, that its progrefs is delayed, until a rdnforcement arrives 
from the Nile. It feems that aihaik of the mountains, through 

which 
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wbi(H. tbp cararan paifts, has lately difappeared j. & that tiis ft^ 
curl^ which the country vraa m from his influsnaei no tenger 
r{^fift»>. It ls£)ifl:oroaiy for liui caravaa ta^poyt a tTiinitQ'tatlM&^ 
(jueli-, for a pafla^ throu^ dxir diftriSs; They are ontyidb- 
bera of alargsr grocwth> and ojtenly fet their -protedioni to. ikle,- 
to defend' thietraj«Uer6ipm:die;rapme a£theintnbesi ' ■ 

Ptftrefllng^a^tliis. cincutnftaace is4.wia^3ra-habitaQtcd.tx>.'dirapi-: 
peintmetity andiaro arrlTcd at that' happy temper crfrnund, which 
i)ej^$ cpm[^aiut la things: uanvoidable. As loon as af fhffitaent: 
numbftf pf camda arrhro, to tian^art: oiidelves and bagga^ tcT* 
the nvt^i vtiWCQ. d^rmin^'to fet oot^iiLoompwiy wit&the. iHtdkl 
Qis hia £>iii; . our' nuiobec and' fiie^-anm being, Aifiicient,- m- oar 
opinion* tojmt-asyband of mbbesB to flight. W&fl>all,atileaA,- 
make up fil^«i camels^ not. to mendon the^ Chrifliaiu) and^ 
others, who might be glad to join U£ on fuch^aniej^jodition. Bot? 
it is likely we Ihall not be reduced to take this ftep> which, at any 
rate, muft be attended-with rilk. The o^aran may come before 
any further intelligence, as it only waited for the difperfion of the 
Boddoos, who are between it and ithis place ; and the practice of 
giviogmetice of its approach, by lighting fire* on thehiHs, has- 
been idilixmtinued,- fince the arrival of thefe troubkfome ndgh- 
bors. 

The boats that waited for grain by the caravan, arenow refolv- 
ed upon failing, as its appearance is {o uncertain. The mafter of 
a boat, belonging to Judda, came to us this morning to know our 
commands. Ashefeflms-tobe agood fort of man,, andthisisthe 
only opportunity we may have of advifing our friends in India of 
our lituation, we are determined to write, by him^ to the care of 
Mr. Horfeley at Mocha> w*o has his letters verypunfhially ibr- 
wardedto &uez ^^ vMm Jtidda. 

The Arabs are beggars from the higheft to the loweft. Indeed; 

fo facred is the ftat& of poverty among them, that they hold its 

T 2 votaries 
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votaries as under the peculiar direction of Providence. And this 
humane notion is the fource of that charity, which is the moft- 
general virtue they poflefs.- It is not, therefore, to be wondered 
at, that an Arab feels not the fhame which overfpreads the cheek 
of an European petitioner. . He afks, without fcruple, for what he 
thinks his poverty entitles him to ; and intrudes himfelf in his 
istgs into the prefence of his fuperiors, from which he . feldom or 
never experiences a repulfe. A ion of a fhaik of Yambo is about 
to return thither on one of the boats, and came to-day to demand 
a prefent of us. As we were at a loft what to offer him, the old 
(h£uk ftood our friend on this occaAon, and gave him two gold 
pieces in our name, called mauheboops, of the value of one dollar 
and an half each. Thefe we are to ^ve him credit for when we 
fettle accounts with the fhaik. In the evening the man came for 
our letters, which we delivered to him. 

SATURDAY. 19th July. 

- The air was fo bleak during the night, that we were glad to 
retire into the houfe, though the place we ileep in is defended 
from the wind, by the height of the walls. This is one of the 
fineft climates under the fun, the air ferene and wholefome, and 
the Iky always unclouded. The rays of the fun are tempered by 
the refrefliing breezes from the fea, which conftantly Uow during 
the hotter months of the year. The fbutherly winds prevail only 
in December, January, and February ; and at the changes of the 
moon, they are fometimcs felt for a day or two in the other 
months. From our experience of this fea, we do not think it 
practicable for a veflel to get up to Suez later than March. But 
then ftie may always reach Cofire, whence her packets, and even 
her goods, may beconvcyed at an eafy cxpence to the Nile. Ghin- 
nah, a city of Upper Egypt, is fituated about 1 30 miles W. N. W, 

of 
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of Co0re; thither the caravan goes, and there boats may be had 
in great plenty for Cairo, which is 500 computed miles from 
thence. This route can be only recommended to a packet-boat 
with difpatches from India, or to a veflel that loies her paflage to 
Suez j as the eicpence of boat-hire down the river, and the cuf- 
toms of this port, would prove a conflderable draw-back on the 
profits of t^e voyage. But in fuch a iituation, we doubt not that 

^veffels would find thdr account in coming here, inftead of repair- 
ing to Judda, as the fiiow Adventure had orders to do, to the . 
great lofs of her owners. ' A treaty of commerce might as readily 
be effcfted with the princes of Upper Egypt, as with the bey of 
Cairo; if the India Company do not confider this trade as pre- 
judicial to thdr interefts. It is not my intention, at prefent, to 

, enter into a difcufllon of this matter, as I acknowledge myfelf but 
an incompetent judge of it. But if the fpecies of goods which are 
carried to the Curo market, and the channels into which diey are 
afterwards thi-own, be confidered, it does not appear, that the 
cftablilhment of this commerce would operate materially to the 
Company's lofs. The cargoes for this track are chiefly of the 
fineft afibrtment, and their circulation confined to the ports of 
the Me^terranean ; fo that it is not to be- feared they will inteCi- 
fere with the fale of the Company's merchandife * 

The Arabs here are much lefs referved in converlation than in 
Arabia. The (haik himfelf has mentioned his wives to us more than 
once, though it is a fiibje£t on which his countrymen at home - 
prefeirve the ftiifteft filoice. But in- propoftion as they are re- 
moved from the. land of thwr Prophet, it would feem that tiiey 
throw oflf the auftcrity which is infepiu-able from bigotry. Their 
features are confiderably relaxed here, of the folemnity that they 

* It is not unlikely tbat this queftton will be decided by the Turks tbemfdves, 
wbo& ficklcnefe and-rapacity may lead them tooverfet an infant coDimcroe, by means. 
more forcible to thofe engaged in it, than the authority of the legillature itfelf. 

affeft 
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afie£t at Yaml^o { a»4. tl^^ otd. lodn reUflifis ai foke wUh .as. miuB 
gleeapGur(yvfi%,:. H^ h^i^liin<^.gaipsctmucb:upQiLoui- con- 
fidence] bf^ ^liiaQc^ of: f(H'b$af a^Cfii nfliidt bc^aaksilum fome- 
what div^lVed of the mp^ious.fpiniC of tui tdbc My Buropoad 
fervant wa^ioapruden^ onougtX t^s; veiituf e out in;^^.duik, iati^.the 
quarter, of tljp tfHYO ^hef6.\hs.^/kr dejaie refide^ He inas.di&Of^ 
vered by. thcriw^9^>,vid:a^r baviag.'fu&ted fcMscuH^nities^.was. 
hurrie<f away tt) die guaFd-h<mfe> whence: he wa& iiel^£ed<by.the' 
fli£uk'«tocder, a9-,lbon a^tho. report was made tb.him., Tiusihagr.- 
p^ned two nights ^Qi.^dvwas kcpt'fjtom. ouc koowledge'; The^ 
<d4 °ian i^s, veiy ba(;kward ta monittDa. the fubje^ ito/ils, whichi 
he. di4 at length,.on acQP^oti.wei bfiUove,. &f diei nuKbhief riiat; 
might enfue tp:t^fc)oUfhfeUov/*:were heemrcaiightbytHeinat* 
tives in fuch a place again. Had this iacident opcurred atYaimbo, >. 
oiC-even at-Mpcha^ vyh^reoC^ngPCsjVe.lcfs liajblej to impoiitionsk 
ti^ere U, np; ^utit: t^t. the feryanit wqukl have, been detained : in, 
prifon, until his Uberty vfAfi purcbaibd abthe p4oe of three or four 
hundred dollars. 

"i^he.ihailc brought us. vrord tlus evening, that he had juft ro- 
caved cratain intelligence of the caravan, having left the Nile 
Wjhile he was fitting with us*, an . expnefS' arrived, intimating 
that a party of Buddoos were in the neighborhoot^ and had feized. 
%ca^el and four aSks belonging to. the town, which had- gone 
"cftttWis iflpfning to: fetch .charcoal; The old man immediately, 
fi^^ h^: refo],utiQn to faUy forth with a few attendants, . and: 
obierv&; their moti<m3. For thos end- he borrowed the pair of; 
piftols beipaging to me, wj^b he had long fixed his eye upon, 
and which I had prfttniied to pixfent him with on our arrival ati 
Ghinimh. Fires wrr? now. lighted: on. the di&rent eminences, 
which overlook the town, and the drum beat to arms. Nor were 
thele precautions ufelefs, infUcha defencekfs place as this* which 
might be plundered with great eafe by a refolute and well- 
5 accoutered 
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aec&qterad bBxtd. ^ut ^^^ robbers are r^orted not only to4)e 
indifferently atv^, but to b& vend ctf; aH jfrfrit when ^icy m«et 
whii rcTiftwice. The 't^d:part ihfty be fttrhWhcd wkh inatch- 
locksy ^d the reft with '%&ars fttd fWords. A mHersfale race, 
wasdetiog fromh^ td htH^'and ittbrt{ting.:tm'th& ^nlfor of 'flr^* 
gling {}$Cei%ers. Wepicjiiared our fire-anris for *tfe«r rec^tibh, 
'Should tbeyTMrture'to agaslt bar caiUe!; and there Was kittle oc- 
-oafion for our keiejring a regttlfU' watch, as tt was hot poffible to 
obtfuft around nap duHhg t^e night, whofe *'dullear" (as Sh*^- 
"^bar (ktiotes it) was desfched b;f the. rattling of.ljie drum, iCtid 
the chOTiw of a war-fen'g. Tbefe the Ai'abs 'contitaUed, Hntil the 
mbming Pawned, and, delivering th^tn fi'om their feirs, pcr^ut- 
tcd us to t^e an hour's nspofe. 

SUNDAY, 20th July. - ' 

Wcfind dut the Tiirkifli commandant had everything in rea- 
'dmeG m the folt, to. have 4ohe ekeeiition among ^e Bu(Moos; 

- The guauer this mbrning w^s ^Ungitig th( S&v piece? that are 
neanted oh the walts> having 'drawn, ' we fappofei the diarges 
tff powdw, Xvhibh may ffirve on it future obcaBon. The Tutk 
t»-tfakfafted with us, and magnified^ with the rhodomoiitade of 
his nation, the ftrengthdf his citadel, and the valor of his 
tcoc^s ; both o£ which, ihowerer^ we muft con^, might w>th- 
ftand:the «mckdf Mi *my of iiich: vagrants, as thefe have be«n 
K^refented to us t 

Even in this remote <^>tAct of thb gl<jbe the efa^r^er of ^t 

- Tur)u ftro^gly fliiplays it^f^ rSufpicioas iof ftf an^re^ and.jea- 
laus"df obfervati<Jn, they endqavor to coiloe^. their weaknefe un- 
4er ao- oftentdtious language. Thou^-hehas never invited us 
into his for t, the commandant frequently talks . of the impor- 
tance of his ch^e i and though the contempt which the (haak 

entertains 
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: entertains for him is too vifible to efcape our niHi^^/ lie is mtliAg 
to infpire us with an. idea of his own fuperioiity. Confcious 

- that his power is daily mouldering away in thefe parts, the Turk 
- grows more and more diftruilfut of the Arab j while the latter 

can no longer fupprefs the rancor which he has conceived againft 
. his tyramiical maftcrs. To what lengths this mutual averiion 

- will carry them, time alone can difcover. But this appears pro- 
bable : Ihould a favorable conjunfture prcfent itielf to the Arabs, 
to recover the territories of Egypt, it will not pafs by unheeded. 
This conqiieft of their Prophet's family may return into their 
hands, and then, by a natural courfe of things, revert to the do- 
miiuon of the original poffeflbr. Thus, by a retrograde motion, 
the chains of .bondage maybe unloofed, and the rights of the 
native be reftored to him. 

One of the prefent fubjefts of our apprehenfion is, that the 
houfe we live in will not laft our time, fhould the caravan meet 
with further delays. The rafters are of the date-tree, and in- 

- ftead of plank or tiles, the floor is compoled of rufhes laid clo{e 
tog«ther. On this loole fand is placed, and over all the coarfe 
matts of the country. Materials of this fort muft have a won- 
derful elafticity in them ; and every ftep we take, is attended by 
an univerfal tremor of the houfe. Neither would a ftranger ima- 
gine that we were better provided in regard to the roof. This 
is formed of nothing ftronger than rnflies, on which (bones are 

- heaped, to prevent their being fcattered by the winds. But in 
this fettled climate the native requires no defence, but againft 
t^e rays of the iun ; thunder and lightning being almoft un- 
known to him ! and even rain a very uncommon vifitor. By 
the accounts of the inhabitants, no raip has fallen at Cofire for 
thefe three years paft j nor does it <ver exceed a ftiower or two, 
when it comes. Of this the Arudhire of their remaning houfes 
is an unqueftionable proof ; for being rebuilt with mud, and half 
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thatched with rnflies, one da^ of .ran waaM mix thcB nidi tfaor 
mother earth. 

MONDAY, 2ift Juir. 

OM and define as this town is, cats are the chief and atoloft 
only ntiiiance. which we have found hefe. But we are inflcfled 
with thefc Tcrmin to iiich a <l^ree, that no piorifion can be fe- 
cund from tfaeii talons during the night. It is to no parpofe 
to lock the door, vriien the roof is fo unable to witbftand thw 
a&nlta. A droll adrentoie happened laft night, is Coofegaence 
of the voracioufnefs of thele animals, which may not be unwor- 
d>y of remark. We had bceh prefented With a dilh of nice 
cakes by one of our Chtiffian acquaintaiKe, which a lervaal, 
out of his great wiidom, hung u^ in the room where one of oHjr 
compamons fl^. Though the doors and wiodoiwa wei^.flm^ 
open on account of the heat, he thought the e^cs wou)d b« itfir 
here than in any other place > and for the greattir fecatrit^, flrf- 
pended them over the gentleman's bed. £ut the rery reverie Ml 
out. When all was quiet, the cats, winch had been attracted in 
great numbers by the favory finell of the cakes,, ruihed in atoatie 
fipom all (juarteta, and, witfaoat the leaA rel}>c£): to the iatmttsd 
{inardian of them, and directed by inflinf): to their booty, Bgv 
in a turnidtuoos manner towards it. Our compaUKXi wlw 
awakened by the growling of two of thefe ftrooous eraiwres, 
rwba wax diluting for a prizK on. Ins pllow ; and, &adv>g by 
the noife which aflailed his ears, dntt the combat ragei with 
equal fury on all fides, he ran to a ftick that flood near him, 'and 
with an activity equally new and furprizing, lay about him with 
iuch liiccels, that his perfecutors made off at length with the re.> 
stains of the plunder.- We, who took vip oar lodging in the 
yard, were difturbed by this untommon tumultt which did liot 
U continue 
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continue lefs tJian a quarter of an hour. It immediately recalled 
to our minds an adventure of Don Quixote's, with this diffe- 
rence only, that the prefent was not a preconcerted one. It was 
perhaps happy for our friend, that the cats had ibmething forcible 
enough to draw their attention from him, or his face and body 
might have fujfered equally ^ith the knight's of facetious memory. 
Our mirth was increa&d however according to the innocence of 
the diftrefs, which deprived him c^hls deep . during tiie:whote 
night. This was every moment broken by the memng of thefc 
animals, that hovered- around the fcene of a^on until the day 
broke, and difdofed to the unfortunate hero the cauiJe of his 
perplexity. 

Should we remain here much longer, we Ihall not have where- 
with to fupply the cravings of thefe people, who are continually 
irnportuning us for powder, ball, flints, and every article that they 
fix thar eyes upon. Bmpty bottles are particularly accqrtable 
td them ; and die fhaik himfelf did not diiHain to requed a dozen 
4ot his^ own ufe. Even fuch tiifles as thefe have given rife to 
jealoufies in this fimple place : hay, one of the ihaik's guards has 
'gone fo iar, as to throw out threats of vengeance againft our 
fervaht Ibrahim, becaufe the preference of a few bottles was 
given to another. To punifh his infblence, we took upon us 
this morning to forlnd thb fellow the houfe. Since our firft ar- 
rival lie has been remarkably offidous, and profufe of his tenders 
<^ jjervice; but as we have always confidered him in the Hght of 
9 fpy» we did not rc^;ret the of^Kutunity which permitted us to 
rid ourfelves of fi> troubldbme a vifitor. 

TUESDAY, 22d July. 

A boat arrived laft night from Tor, in the gulf of Sue% 
ivhicb brings intelligeace that there are four Englifli velTels ftiU 

at 



y Google 



[ H7 ] 
at Suez. We may therefore flatter ourfetves with the h(^>es of 
reHe\'ing our friends in India from th^r apprehenfions for our 
iafety : the accounts we have hitherto fent being unfiitisfa^ry, 
and their conveyance uncert^n.. Our Ihaik likewife informed vu, 
ia the courfe of his vifit this monung, that two Eurcq)eans had 
arrived in a boat at Tor, and . had tst out on camds fcv Suez 
vnthout any efcort, about a month ago. Thefe we know to b» 
the gentlemen already mentioned to have touched at Yambo, and 
yrho had the charge of the packet which Captain Ditxtin brought 
from Madras. We could not but congratulate ourfelves on be- 
ing earned by this road ipllead of that by Tor> which would 
infallibly have been the furthefl- port that our boat could have 
reached in the Red Sea, at this feafon. Our Atuation appears ta 
us in every, re^wft more eligible than theirs. The country be- 
tween Tor and Suez is efteemed the moft uncivilized in all Ara- 
bia. There is no regular caravan, and we cannot but tremble 
for the iecuri^ of thefe adventurers. Thdx appearance indeed is 
a powerful circumftance in their favor i and it might be better 
for us, if we were as bare of baggage and money as they are re- 
ported to be. 

The fhaik informs us, that another camel and Ibme a0es have 
been taken by die buddoos, which occafioned his fending an. ez- 
prefs laft night to meet the caravan, and warn it of the danger. 
The alarm which thele robbe^^ have fpread through the country, 
has certainly been the caufe of its extraordinary delay, wludi iB 
fo grievous to the inhabitants of Cofue, that tiie Turkifh com- 
mandant juft now told us, he has difpatched a camel .to Glun- 
nah, to requeft that an additional guard may be fent ^fter-l^e 
caravan, to condu^ it hither. A Icarcity of every article of life 
has been felt here for Tome time, and &mine itfelf can only be 
warded off for a few days longer. 

There is a trait in the charafler of the Arabs, which is very 
U 2 di%ufting j 
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aUgufting ) but no more pecidiar to them than to Mofiulnwn in 
gcaenti. Iliey are fit dirty in their linen, tttat though they 
tM^ -great pains to adorn themfelves in gay apparel, this halntu^ 
iinflcianlincfe cannot be conceded. Tb«r fliirt is of the coarfeft 
tinsni and muck refembles the Englifh Ouft. Their drawers 
c». lo(i&, and uTually of lilk, and t^eir under garment of dyed 
Bnen, except oii patticuhir oocajtons, when it is exchanged for 
aaaawcoftfyooeaf filk. Orer this they throw a cloak of broad- 
Cloth, whddi is edged with lattin or fur. Thef wear flippers on 
tiicir&et^ and turbans oa their heads, c^ much lefs magnitude 
&an «fae other fbUowert of Mahomet. The drefs of the women 
«ries Itttle from that of the men. Their Hurt and drawers are 
tbe iiunp, -but their whole habit con£fts of a loofe gown, which 
is. ga^uied up and fattened at &c breaft. They take the greatefl: 
pride ia their fanr, irfiieh falls down thdr necks in numerous 
plaits. But this is concealed when they go abroad by a part of 
thdr v«ls, with as much care as their faces. The v^ is di- 
vided into two pieces, and joins by a dafp on the forehead, 
wliich is eidier of gold or of precious ftbnes ; fb that the fore- 
head and eyes are entirely expofed to public view. The com- 
plexion's of the females are nuach ^irer than thofe of the men> 
whadi muft be attributed to tbe care wlncfa is taken to preferve 
then from the fun. In this particular they feem to be a dilKnft 
^eciet&Mi thairjwarthy mates) and are reaHy fo in refpeft to 
Ae-nsatKcA «f th^ drefi, and the liberality of thar principles. 
TM» en<iemium ia but due to thor merit, and falls fhort of the 
affiftance which we experienced from tfaem in the hour of oar 
graateft diftrelsi 
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WEDNESDAY, 23d July. 

- We wtre agrpeaftily itracfc diit morning vrith the appearance 
of three eamds, which were haftenii^ to the town. They 
broug^ the news«f the caravan's approach. Jt left the river 
in three divifions, andtrardsby eafy ils^es towards Cofire. The 
fi^ divificni' fell in with the wild Arabs v^o were lately in iJiis 
quarter* and was attacked by them, and pluindered of forty ca- 
mds loaded with merchandize. It happened to be the fmalkft, 
and unprovided vnth a pri^r guard. The two larger divifions 
will not be here b^^re to-morrow» and are fud to confift of oae 
thoufand or twelve hundred camels. But the danger we learn is 
new over, as the& bariditti are gone towards 9vez, which is the 
road to th^ own country. This is the intelligence which we 
recaved hom the Tiftrk at brcak£^, and it was confirmed by the 
fhdk, when he came to wifh us joy of onr Q>eedy departure. ' - 
By thefe camels there is little come beiides wheat, and we- 
are (till diftrefled for good water. We h«ve been oUiged to dri^ 
the water of this place for thde two days paft: it is wtrf 
brackifh and unpalatable : but we take the precaution to boil "it 
for ow ufe i and this has probably |tfevented its dilagrecdng' 
vnth us. 

One ^ the j^agues of Eg;^t (eems to be roiewed to-day, to 
our oeticme armoytuice and regret. We bad been quite ftte fiwn 
the inleCb which are continually oigendered in hot elimates, 
when a wfum foatherly vrind has brought iiich a Ararm of ffies 
along willi it, as to prevent the poflibiUty of obtaining our 
cuftomary riap af^ dinner. The whole houle is filled witk 
dtem, and not a moment's fatisfadticm is to be found within 
doors. This is the firft time diat the wind has been in the 
Ibutherly quarter fmce our arrival at Cofire i. and eonfequently 
S- . • ia- 
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is the firft fair wind that we fhould have met with, had our boat 
purfued her voyage to Suez. The gulph of Suez b fb narrow, 
that the wind muft be veiy favorable to carry up a boat fo badly 
fitted out as ours; and all attempts on our part to beat up the 
channel,, muft have proved fruitlefs. Thbugh,-tbc chargA o£- 
duplicity againft the vizier and <the ndkidah of Y«tnbo, remains 
unrefuted, this prevalence of contrary winds is po impeachment ' 
of their experience of this fea. The weather is conliderably' 
ch^ged by the alteration of the wind ; and had we a thermome- 
ter to announce it^ I am convinced tliat it is hotter by many de- 
grees, than it was yefterday. We are the more incommoded by . 
the heat, as our houfe has not a window towards the fea. 

THURSDAY, a4th July. 

The (htdk this morning propo&d to us a fcheme of getting 
expeditiouOy to the Nile, though he could not but take notice 
of the heavy charges that would attend it. We had been. repeat- 
ing our complaints of the delay of the man body of the cara- 
van, and of the detriment which our ftay here, would be of to 
our affairs. This was a fine opening fpr him to benefit by our 
necefiity, which he judged was top preffing, to admit of befita- 
tion in point of expence. He offered to procure us as many ca- 
mels, as would tranfport us and our baggage, from thofe which 
arrived yefterday. For thefe, hpwever, we w?re to pay double the 
price of camel-hire to Ghinnah, on account of the fcarcity of 
thefe animals at prefent. To this meafure we would readily have 
fubfcribed, had not the price he demanded, exceeded trebly what 
it ought to have done from his own calculation. When he 
even reduced it, at our remonftrance, to eight dollars per camel, 
we were ftill at a lofs how to ad, We found that \ye could not 
manage without eighteen camels, for the accommodation of our- 
iQ felveSf 
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felves, the (hajk, and an efcMt of ten ibldiers, which he thinks is 
the finalleft we can have, and for whofe attendance we muft pay 
fi3rty dollars. As it is impoffible for us to afcertain the charges 
that we fhall incur on the way to Cairo ; as -the impofitions that 
we may meet with on the Nile may equal, if not exceed thofe 
wlueh we hare already expeiienced, it was but prudent to have 
an ^e to our purfcs,. which may be exhaufted befpre we find a 
fiieud to replenifh them. But our deliberations on this head, 
were put an end to by the advice of the other principal people of 
die town, who came upon us at this critical moment. They re- 
prefented to us the danger that we ftiould run, in travelling "with 
fo fmall a body j that the caravan's delay was certainly occafioned 
by alarms on the road ; and that, at all events, it was better for 
us to wait for intelligence from the cu^van, before we attempted 
to proceed. Nay, they even went fo far as to reprobate the con- 
duct of the fh^, which, in this refpeft, ^voured of temerity, 
and ao inattention to our interefts. Though we gave not an 
entire credit to the infinuations of thefe people, whoie [ealoufy <^ 
the fhaik's good fortune was palpable enough, we had heard too 
much not to be guided by reafon, which pointed out to us the 
&£dk path to purfue. Rejoiced as they would have been, to have 
enjoyed the opportunities which the old man had to pillage us 
daily, thar maUce confirmed our rcfaIution» which began to 
waver, of waiting for , the caravan. 

-To our great relief, fbmc afles which we ient to the moun- 
tains, are returned thismorning, with fix Ikins of water. This 
we may drink without fear^ as its quaEty is good ; but it is ra- 
ther more unpalatable tlian that we liaye been ufing of late. 
The tafte is oily, from the fltins having been -newly foaked in 
that difguflful Uquid, to prevent their leaking. We have the 
agreeable profpeft before -us, of being furniflied with this be- 
i^rage dtiiing our journey through the defartj as the Arabs^ 

whoifi 
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whole bufinefs it is to keep the ikins in order, are too liazy to at- 
tend to the cleanlinefs of the infide of them. 



FRIDAY. 25th July. 

This morning^ the Ihaifc brought the mafter of the Tor veffe! to 
pay us a infit. It {eems, that he went in company with the Eu- 
ropean gentlemen from Tor to Cn^iro, where he carried his own 
coffee for fale. We have the pleailtre to be eafed of our fears on 
their account, by this intelligence of th«r ifafe arrival at that ca- 
pital. It is rather extraonHnary, that we fhonld have remained 
^ long ignorant <rf thefe circumftances, and that the adventures 
- of our countrymen (hould have been related to us by halves. But 
this has been more the eflfeft of accident than defign. The Arabs 
^ve us credit for the fang-froid which is the principal ingredi- 
ent in the compofition of thwr own minds j and were carelcfs of 
the communication of an inddent of fuch fittlfe importance to us, 
as the fafety of thefe ftrangers. Great events are fometimes ex- 
hibited to mark die chara£ter of an individual ; wlulc a trait like 
this will fuffice to fix that of a nation 1 

From ihe mafter of the veffel we enqiured fcveral particulars 
of a journey, fo new to our experience, and fo fimiltf, in ottr idea, 
to the one which we vrere about to undertake. But little conld be 
gathered from a man, whole imapnation was wholly engroffed 
by felf-intereft, that couM contribute to ouf infbu£tion or amufe- 
ment. The road, he tells us, liet thraugh a continued defatt, on 
which they travelled for fifteen days ; and, to their agreeable fur- 
prize, the/ met not with any interruption or alarm. In the conrfe 
dli the converfation we learnt, that this man's veffel is the proper- 
ty of the Ihaik's brother, who is a merchant of Cairo. This con- 
' neAion of his may be a bond for the old man's good ufage of us ; 
as, over and above his dependence on the bey, his brother might 

dearly 
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^Catly anfWei' any complaint which we might prdFer on our arri- 
val at Cairo. 

At noon a camel arrived, with intelligence of the caravan's long- . 
expe^ed approach. It had baited during the heat of the day in a < 
valley about two leagues diftant, and will be here in the evening. 
The fhaik confirm^ this news, in a vifit in the afternoon, and 
gave us aflUrances, that we Ihould fet out the day after to-morrow 
atfurtheft. At funr fet about 200 camels came in, and the reft 
are expe£led during the night. We fent a meifage to the fhaik, to 
defire he would provide us with camels, and give the neceOary or- 
ders concerning our departure. This brought him to our houie 
again. . But the prologue to. the fcene was the demand. of a loan 
of twenty dollars, which he was in.want of to purchafe co&e. As 
he was to accompany us to the Nile, an adventure of this kind, 
would make it the better worth his while, and give him fome "em-, 
ploymeht during his abfence. Thefe were arguments not to be. 
contefted j at leaft, we fliould have been willing to keep the old. 
fellow in humour, had it been at the expence of double the fum in 
queftion.. For as to any difchargeof the debt, it was the laft thing 
we looked for. We had been too long acquainted with the ge- 
nius of the Arabs, to copfider fuch a demand in any other light, 
than a new fpecies of begging. The; crafty veteran received, tjic. 
money with many profeflions of^^gratitude ; and while, he promised 
to expedite our journey, we obfcrvcd a finilcof exultarioii on his- 
countenance, which- feemed to portend us no good, . 

SATURDAY, 26th July. 

The morning was uQiored in by a vifit from the fhaik, who was 

attended by the principal Arabs of th&town. We foon difcoveied 

the errand th?y catfK Upon, which was, agreeably to the national 

maxim, to fee what.they could Arip.UKof be&re oar departure. 

X Every 
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Evecy eye appeared enlireacd widi eipedation, and deroured in 
idea the contents of our baggage* which was piled up in onecor' 
ner of the mean. Wliatever might be tlieir diflenficms in other 
mattecH they were evidently unanimoos on the preient occalioir^ 
We were determined to bring than to the pnnt at once, and de-i 
xnafided of the ihaik die fum total we were to pay for getting to 
Ghinnah. This, after fome hcfitation and wrangling among 
t^fimic^ves, they fixed at 205 dollar The paper which tluy 
4di,vered to as to explain matters, will evince the knavery and eX' 
toKtion of tliis race : especially when it is known, that the ufual 
lure of a camel is bat two d(dlars, and that money bevs ten tinie» 
ks oiiginal vahiev in a country where ipecie is ib fcaree. The 
ttanflalaoo is fitendly as follows : 

To the government of Cofire for its proteftion Dollars 100 

Tp twelve camels from hence to Ghinnah . - - - 8a 

To pay for two afkaries or foldiersy to guard you - - 10 

To a prefcnt to the Ihaik for his company - - - 15 

Dollars 205 

This foao, added to our other expmcns, wilt occafion our be-^ 
lag fufferers to the amount of 500 dollars fince our arri\'al here ; 
which may aUb be phuxd to the account of the viner of Yambo. 
Wepaid.it down, howorer, on the :^t,and dtfmifled our nfitors, 
who appeared to be well pleaied with the fuccefs of their nego-^ 
tiation. 

While we were . employed in packing up our b^;gage, and pre- 
pai'ing for our expedition, a man of a good mien, and a creditable 
appearance, entered the room widiout ceremony, and requefted a 
private audience on bufinefs of moment to ourfelves. He was 
of the race of tlie Smds, who pretend to be the descendants of Ma- 
homet, and, . aa iudi* are univeifally re^>cded among the follow- 
ers 
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ers of that fuocc&ful impoftor. The genendity c^ theTe SeUEt 
tread in the footfteps of dieir founder, and have as flender a tide 
as him&lf to Ae homage which tikey demand from the deluded 
iBuhitDde. But ib prevalent is the blindnefs of man, thlt thfi 
ihadov ihall otti:weigh the ftibftance in hts fight ; and thefe hf'- 
pocrites, under tho garb of a (peclous name, fkeSi obtun pen^ 
fioas from Mahometan {mnces, who were never guilty of reward* 
ing merit or virtue daring thdr rei^s. I have myf^ known 
more than one inftance ofthis kind, while I refided in India ; and 
was once txM by a Sdd, who came to ibficit charity (tf me, 
that he had rejefted with ftora a pis-fe of joo rupees, or 40K 
which was affi»ed him by the nabob of Arcot, who wfl» ^n t6 
purcba& his {nayers at a laign |uiee t With fuch a ccmfldence^ 
vi^ich'wotild kad him into evaj fecret, and fuch a protection, 
which would lecure him from any chaftifement, it is no wondw 
diat tiie man who now^ted us, Aiould have become acqumnted 
with the intrigues of the Arabs, or tiiat he fhould have had refo- 
hiti<m enough to warn us of them, Af^er afking pard<Mi for my 
^grefBon, to this man we will now return. 

When the fervants were (tifinifled, and the door was fhut, the 
Scdd profefled to us his conocm at fintSng us m that inho^itabk 
region. That he had heard of our former ^Iventures with fur- 
prize, and was filled with admiration to conceive, how we fhould 
furmount the dangers which now encompafled us. That as our 
foes were nmnerons, our condud could not be too circumfpeft ; 
and that, above all things, we ihould decline, to the utmoil: of ^ 
our power, any propof^ to travel in a body diftin£t from the main 
caravan : for, as he was convinced there were defigns formed 
againft us, the only chance to ftuftrate them, was to keep our 
peribns and baggage with the croud. However bitter and alarm'i 
ing this communicatitm was, we could not but pay am- hearty ac- 
knowledgments to the author of it. We confidered him as a good 
X 2 fpuit. 
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^irit/ who had afTumed this fprm to afllft in our prdervatknk, 
.and we promifcd to hold his friendly caution in faithful reraem- 
'brance. The yard was full of people, who were fewing np our 
trunks in bags, and the ihaik himfelf was fometimes among them 
to give directions. This clrcuraftance obliged the Seid to ihorten 
our conference* who took his leave for fear of obfervation j but 
not before he had recommendol us to the protection of his Pro- 
{)het, whofe votaries, at the very moment, were plotting our de- 
ftruCtion. 

Scarce had our humane' monitor left the room, when the fhark 
came in to excufe himfelf from accompanying us. He lamented 
that fome afiairs of importance required his pre&nce at Colire, 
becaufe he fhould be deprived fb loon of our company. But as to 
our convenience and fafety, they would equally be confulted by 
his fon, who would attend us. on the road. He found no diffi- 
culty in perfuading us of the truth of this concluiion. Que pre- 
fent views were to get, in the heft manner we. could, to fbmie civi- 
lized place, whofe extent would fcreen us from notice, or whofe 
government would fecure us from further depredations. In the 
immediate temper we were in, the fervlces of the fon feemed to 
promife us full as much Hncerity as thofe of the father. 

SUND-AY, 27th July. 

We were employed the whole morning in prepai-ing for our 
departure, which is fixed for four o'clock this afternoon. After 
all the money we have paid, the principal article of our journey is- 
yet to be provided at our expence : and. this is water. Ten new 
ikins, that hold from three to four gallons each, were accordingly 
purchafed for the ufe of ourfelves and fervants. And this ftock 
(tood us in no contemptible fum, in a country where good water 
is dearer than any other necefTafy of life. We fumilhed ourfelves. 

with 
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with a kind of biiket to fatisfy the calls of hunger, and added to 
the Acre a muttoh-pye of our own making : for cookery was a 
knowledge to which we had been indebted more than once, for a 
comfortable meal, fince we Irft the Ihow Adventure. 

Our old hoil is almoft the only reafonable being we have met 
with here. While the reft of his countrymen are racking us to 
the utmoft, he is very well contented with a gratification of fif- 
teen dollars, for the time that we have refided in his houfe, which 
is upwards of a fortnight. We take a pleafure in bcftowing on. 
this good man ihc little trifles we leave behind us, fuch as cheils, 
beds, and old linen, in gratitude for his fcrvices, which were not 
the flighted to people in our fituation ; impofed upon as we fhould 
have been in every neceflary of life, but for his timely interpofi- 
tion. We were obliged, however, to obferve great fecrecy in this 
donation ; which, mean- as its intrinfic value may appear, might 
have excited the attention of his fuperiors, and induced the fliaik 
himfelf TO difpute it with him after our departure. 

At four o'clock we put on our Arabian dreffes, which we had 
provided for the journey. As we have fufFered the hair to grow 
upon our upper lips for feme months paft, we are each provided 
with a tolerable pair of whiikers ; and as our complexions are by 
this time pretty well tanned by the fun, we hope the more eafily 
to efcape obfervation. But there is a peculiar charafteriftic in 
the individuals of every nation, that will diftinguifli them- 
through the difguife of drefs and language. This is exemplified 
dmly amid the neighboring ftates of Europe, whofe habits and 
manners are nearly the fame j and cannot fo much excite won- 
der in our cafe, where the whole temperature of our minds and 
bodies was fo contrary to that of the people, whom we endea- 
vored to perfonate. Our landing on this coaft, it is true, was 
known, and our progrefs was every where preceded by the he- 
tald of rumor. But neither of thefe caufts confpired towards- 
5 - the 
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the difcovNy of our origiq, hawewr tbcjr might l^vx (^crated in 
the feiziue of our. effeAs, ^nd the detention of our perfons. 
Every eye ui;ni|ediately pronounced us to be aUen^ to die Uad, 
and did not require any fu^er fuppoit of this option, than itf 
own penetration. 

The Turl^ilh copimandai)t had b«en very ^>aring of his vilitf 
of late, which wc had imputed to h^s fli^une of feeing, us, after 
the Icene of extortion be h^ been concerned \n, Though wa 
gave him credit for a principle which the iVfi^ ^ue vfaolly de^i 
void of, it appears, that w^ did him grfat injul^e in our con^t 
clufion. In the (Uvifion of the fum demanded of us for the uis 
of the government, the Arabs had tiot only exclq4ed him from !k 
fbate, bift had Ifept the whole tranfaflion from his Imowledge, 
This we learnt from his own mouth, in a farewell vilit that we 
now received from him. Whether he really was our friend, or 
was over-reached by the fl^ik and his adherents, we caiM)ot pro*, 
tend to determine; and if we thought favorably of this Tur]f» 
it arofe from his perfonal civilities towards us, and coiUd not be 
jultihed by the general deportment of his nation towards Chrif- 
tians. This Turk, and an Arab merchant, were the only people 
in whofe profeflions we trufted ; though it happened, that th«r 
gpod wilhes were all they could beftow on us, The merchant 
was a relident of Judda, and was here on a commercial icheme. 
l^e had contracted an affe6tion for the EngUfli in his native 
place, and cauti9ned us frequently againft the knavery of his 
countrymen, thpqgh he was afraid to difclofe his good-will to- 
wards qs openly. To him we entrufted letters dire^ed to the 
care of Mr. Horfeley 3% Moch^, advifing our friends in India of 
oilr depaiture to Ghinnah. 

The Ih^k's avaricious difpolition Teems to equal that of his 

countrymen in general. He has thrown off at laft the malk of 

diflimulatipn, and aAs io his native charaftcr. While it aa- 

} fwcred 
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{Weafti ha pnrpofra, hs aSefted the hUAifiie patron ; and how 
he plays the unfeeling tyrant with as good a grace. Our depar- 
ture is deferred tmtil tie riiorning, on atcoont of the cafavan'd 
tiot being m leadinefs ; and the Ihaik haj takeii tUi bppbrtunity 
to iniiniiate to uS, that the camel-drivers ire not fatisfied wiiil 
the price we ha?e paid' them I Gracious HeaVen t of what lati- 
tude is the' confcience of an Arab, which is hot- cohtcht \*itH 
tfa'ree times the value of his beads' labor ! for three times are we- 
already charged, to what the native pays for the Hire of a camel,' 
We are bent upon not complying with this- further impofttioii, 
unlefi this man fliould be bafe enough to ob(t:ru(( odr departure. 
The old fellow and we parted for the night oh bad terms j and' 
he was particularly irritated at our declining to atccept of a'ceritry 
to guard our baggage, which was' piled up in the yard. This nfraS^ 
dsme by the advice of our venerable hoft, who told the fliaik, that 
hiswallswere a fufficient defence for our property. This diverted- 
the Ihaik's attention from us, and he let drop fome words lignifi- 
caht of our reliance on a fooH& dotard, who might ndi be aHe- 
te prot«Et our eSefts from the attehiptt of the town's people; We 
paid n6 other regard to this fpeeCh, than by fpreading our carpets 
- around the baggage, and taking our pofts oh the ground, ready* 
to defend it againft the defigns offecretor avowed enemies. 

MONDAY, 28th JoLY. 

" All's well that ends well," fays the old proverb; andtMs, if 
ever, was verified with us. The (haik came early in the morning, 
and looked gloomy. Hit ordinary fatutation vras even omitted,- 
and convinced us, that his dilcontent wasgreat, and not tObe re-' 
moved, but by a compliance with his humour. When a MufBil- 
man fails in the modes' of politenefs, the worft is to be apprehend- 
ed from his power, which will carry by force the point which his - 

addrefs 
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addrefs was unable to accompHfh. AU cerepnony was now Im^'i 
afide, and he told us in plain terms, that he muft have more mo- '. 
ney. He condefcended, indeed, to place this requifitiori to the 
account of the people of the town and country, who had been pef- 
terihg him for buxies, or prefents, from us. That it was our. 
misfortune to be confidered by thefe people as men of vaft 
wealth, whofe trunks were filled with gold, precious fl»hes,' and 
rich merchandize, on which it was their cuftom to levy a tax. It. 
was in vain that we remonftrated againft this demand, which was 
as wanton as unjuft. It was in vmn that we referred to the 
ihaik's own knowledge of- our effefts and profeffion, ■ neither of 
which fubje£led us to the taxation impofed upon merchants arid 
thdr goods. It was in vain that we- appealed to the government 
of Cofire for its interpolition in this matter, as we had paid fo 
largely for its prpteftion. ' The dependants of the Ihait were yet' 
to receive their mite, and he declared in a determined tone, that 
he could not pretend to fend us in fafety to the Nile, untH he'had 
received orders from the bey of Cairo, unlefs we Satisfied the hill- 
people with a donation of twenty-five doUars. Hard as the ex- 
tjMtion was, we panted too much for a return to our friends and 
country to hefitate long about it ; and the Ihaik was content with 
■ the fum of twenty-three doUars, which we had kept about, our 
perfons for the extra expences of the road. And lucky it was for 
^ us that this money was referved from our baggage, which, in its 
prefent fituation, could not have been opened for a fupply, with- 
out expoflng our real treafure, which was not inconfiderable, to 
the eyes of the ftiaik. Sufpicion of our concealed money was the' 
only ground on which he proceeded in his demands ; but a con- 
viction c^ it might have operated more materially to our detri- 
ment. The cloud which had loured in the countenance of the 
ihaik, was in a moment difpelled, and, with a tone of infinite good- 
humouri he ordered the camels to the door to take up our lug- 
gage. 
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gige. The hopes of our depftrtHit were sow for the firft time 
certain, and yrhile we gave orders ta the fervants in what manner 
to di%ofe of the things, our fpirits infenfibly returned to us, and 
cha&d all ideas of animafity and complunt. It a{>peared that 
dorii^ our altercation the caravan had kft the town, but was to 
hah in a valicf at a {mall ^ftance» to be jodned by all ftra^ler^ 
To avoid the impertinence of the mob that {urrourtded the houfe^ 
the ihaik adn&d us to quit the town, and wait for our camels at the 
weft ai^e of die fort. After a very cordial and moving feparation 
with our good hoft, we refbrted to the houfe of the Judda mer* 
chant, aiKl partook of a hrea'kfaft vdnch he had {nepared for usu 
Having embraced him, as a friend who had been raifed up to us 
from the tribe of our enemies, we haftened to the appointed ^pot. 
Here, as we &t beneath the wall, our other friend, the Turk, ap- 
peared on the ramparts, and bade us adieu I At this inftant the 
camels- came up, and we found that they had only provided us 
with ten inftead of twelve, for the eighty dollars. Nor was the 
Oisak pre&nt to reftify this wilful miftake. To increafe my 
own hardfhip, my companions happened, a& tuck would have 
it, to be beforehand with me, and to poflels themielves of the two 
«nly riding camels that were in our train. I was, therefore, fain 
to put up with one of die beafts which carried the baggage i and 
not finding my feat fo eafy as I could have wiihed, I confined my- 
felf with beftowing an' hearty malediction on die fhaik, for this 
parting proof of his kuidneis. Soon after we liad moved onwards, 
we were overtaken by the young Ihaik and the two guards, who 
were to be our efcort on the road. They brought us the compli- 
ments of the fliaik, who had grace enough left to ihun an inter- 
view, aft^ this laft fcene of his political iarce. The young man 
endeavoured to palUate the o&nce, by alTuring me it was a mif- 
take, which HuMild be rectified when we joined the cEu^van. Be- 
fides the aforefiud Arabs, our company confifted of Maior Alez- 
y ander. 
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ander, Mr. Hammond, and myfdf, my European fervant, two- 
flaves belonging to the major, our interpreter Ibrahim, an Arab 
fervant named Abdul Ruflar, whom we had hired at Cofire, and 
an Indian fakeer, whom we permitted to ride on a baggage-camel, 
to afiift him on his route to Cairo, where he was bound cm a reli- 
(pous penance. We had a couple of muflceCs, as many blunderr 
bufles, and two p^r of piftols among ourielves, with plenty of 
cartridges which we had prepared. The Ai^k's Ton and his 
attendants were much more completely armed, as were the camel- 
drivers, who followed us on foot. At two o'clock in the after- 
noon we joined the caravan, which we found in a valley two 
hours journey from Cofire. The diAan'ce I computed to be five 
miles, as, by the beft ob&rvation I could make now and during 
our journey, a camel goes at the rate of two miles and an half 
ATI hour. Here a fcanty ftream waters the thirfty foil, and 
about an acre around is covered witli date-trees. Under the& 
we made a delicious r^aft, upon the mutton-pye which we had 
brought with us. The water is bracki{h in this ^ring» and is 
what the inhabitants of Colire generally ule. 

In this valley we had a glimpfe of the friendly Sad, and it 
was the lall we got of- him. Some of the camels were in mo- 
tion long before ours, and he pafTed us on one of them. At 
three o'clock, we moved off the ground, and were not a little 
ftartlcd to find that our whole collective force did not exceed 
forty camels. The caravan had departed, it feems, when the 
Seid went byj and the conidftion of this brought his vain pre- 
cautions to our minds. We could not help expoftulating pretty 
fevcrely with the young fliaik on this ncgkft of his, wluch 
might fabjeft us to rift. But as he laughed at any idea of dan- 
ger to fuch a body as we were, and talked of overtaking the ca- 
ravan before it reached the next ftage, we were under. the nc- 
ceflity of becoming quiet, to avoid the af^Karance of fear, 
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v9iich wbtUd have funk. us in their «ftim!vtion. It was our m-» 
tereft to conceal, as mtidt as poffijUe, the real motives of out 
appreheiifion, and to appear to place a'confidencs in the man» 
who was become our conductor. Our party was the fourth 
of' this iittle oompuiy, and we kept in as compaA a body 
as the road would allpw of» to iecure us the better ^Eunft the 
^£e^3 of treachery orfurprize. We continued our way through 
the valley, which Iboit became defart and ftony like the hills 
above it. At fix o'clock we halted to drink coffee, and to feed 
our cattle. This ftagc was three hours, or feven miles and an half. 
At eight o'clock the Agnal was given for marching, but juft as we 
had mounted -our camels, an alarm was fpread of the approach 
of the wild Arabs. In the confufion which this naturally occa- 
fioned, we immediately difmounted, and aflembling our iervants, 
marched diredly to the quarter where our Arabs had fet up a 
war-cry, and whence the difcharge of feveral matchlocks had 
reached our ears. On the road we met with the young ih^ 
and his attendants, who were feeking us out, and feemed not a 
little fuiprized at our alertnefs, and the good countenance we af- 
fumed in this "ugly affair. ,Thi& we imderftood from an expref- 
fion which he dropped in the hearing of our Ibrahim; which, 
joined to the iudden cefl^tion of the tumult, convinced us that 
be was at the bottom of it. But whatever he and his affociates 
intended, the trick failed of any other purpole, than that of let- 
ting them fee we were ready- to repel any infult. They gave 
£i>me tricing reafon for the buftle, which they told us was owiiig 
to the unexpe6):ed appearance of one of the hill-people, who had 
threatened to pillage us while at Coiire. As we neither faw 
this man, nor received any fatisfadory account of the matter, 
\jre attributed it to a dcfign to try our mettle, and to make what 
advantage they could of our fears. But we lent a deaf ear to 
their d^naiids of buxies or prefents, which we mortified them in 
V. I Y a faying. 
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i^^ring, were not due to th« timidltf tHat they had betcajvd.- 
Wlien 331 was eahn we mounted a£»n, and morcd on ; onr 
wify light 1^ ftars, which fhoan tefy brij^t. We ccmtinned to 
traverfe ^le £une valky ias before, until two o'clock in the mom" 
ii^, when we halted Weath the hills, and fpriead onr carpets t» 
trice fuch fcpofe. as^our tune, and the peculiarity <^ oar drcum-, 
flartces, would at^mk of. The laA ftage was fix hours, or fifteen' 
miles, and by our reckomng, we arc twenty-feven miles from 
Cofke. 

TUESDAY, 29th July. 

At five o'clock the- Arabs rouzed us to get ourielves ready. 
We were ibon mounted, and began our march ; fafting, and not . 
recoTcred from yefterday's fatigues. We were very folicitous for 
a jtmfHon with the caravan, but from the laft evening's ma- 
noeuvres, and our difappointment at night, we are by this time^ 
afcertained that our feparation had been intended, and confe*- 
quently, that a meeting would be unlikely before our arrival at 
Ghinnab. In this uncom^ntable fituation, our only hope refted 
upon the knowledge which the caravan had of our being in the 
defort, which we flattered ourfelves would deter our conductors 
from any open outrage. Befides, we numbered the camels and 
merchandize of a merchant of Ghinnah among our body, which 
we ccnltdered as a kind of proteftion j though whether we owed 
diia union to acddent or defign, we could not determine. This- 
merchant, by name Mahomet, travels with us j and we under- 
hand, that we are to be lodged in his houfe during our ihcMt' 
ftay at Ghinnah. He is the brother of one Ally, who profeiied 
a great regard for us at Cofire ; and who is the cau(e, we fupp(^« 
of the invitation which the merchant has ffven. us. 

The country as we advance, ftiU wears the €ama borteB £ftce. 

Here 
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H^ ;iAd there a dwarf date-tree appcArs,- and tiie tnt^-buAi i» 
frequent oit the road, to the greatdelight and benefit of the poor 
camel, who deviours it very gpoeodily* Among the& buihes wc 
found fereral deer, who muft neceflarily live many days without 
watf r in the depth of this de&rt ; except that> like the Kon-deer, 
who. digs with cert^aty for provender beneath the fnow, they 
fiipply. themselves with water from a fimilu practice. The Arabs 
find l{»ing$ in pa-ticular ipots, and I doubt not but nature has 
implanted in thele poor animals the inftinft to fatbfy one of 
her loudeft calls. We Ukewi& faw numbers of quail, and feve- 
cal earths of an unknown animd; probably of the hare and 
gerbua, which are ounnxm in the departs of Arabia, but did 
not cpme within our view. This country woiUd be truly romantic, 
were it covered with verdure. The variety <^ flopes and declivi- 
ties with whichit isinteriperfed, the frequent viAoes which the 
openings betweea the bill*- afford, would prefent the beautiful 
fcenes of nature, were the icul fertilized, as they do the fablime> 
in their rude and fterile ftate. The mount^ns contain both ala^ 
bafter and marble, of which many pieces lie icattered upon the 
road. We made a long axd fatiguing march, and at eleven o'clock 
halted in a pals between the mountains, where the Arabs dig for . 
frefh water, and find it very good. They have nothing indeed to 
do, but to remove the dirt with which the fpring is choaked op ; 
and as the water is drawn before its tranfparency returns, we 
ftruned it through at^oth to take off the foulnefs. The moun- 
tains, here are fb perpendicular, and approach fo clofe together,^ 
that at .noon there is a fhade on the Ibuth fide for travellers to- 
repo& under. We had centinels on the heights during our flight 
r^aft, as this place has the character qf being very dangerous. 
The laft ftage was. fix hours, or fifterai miles. At one o'clock we 
moved onwards with a plenti&l fupply of water, and went near 
a nule through this pafs^ which winds about like the entrance of 
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an Indian fortrefs j and where an handful of men might' check 
the progrefs of a large army, were the cduntry worth' dilputing 
for. The wind was very hot from the vicinity of the rocky 
mountains* and this day's journey proved very laborious to us, 
who had led a fcdentary life for fo many months paft. Ovu* 
minds indeed had been fuffidently ex«-ciled, but our limbs weni 
enfeebled from eafe and inaftivity. We had no refrefliment, but 
Ibme bifcuit and water, during the day, though our conductor, 
who was well mounted, pnftied on frequently before us, and 
had his cup of coffee with his friends, beneath the fhade of 
fome projecting hill, that afforded fuel for a fire. This our 
camels would by no means admit of our doing ; and though 
coffee would have been the beft recruit which our ipirits could 
have received, we could only repine in filence at the young 
man's negleft. At five o'clock we halted on a plain to refrcfh 
ourfelves. This ftage was four hours, or ten ihtles. 
' At fcven o'clock in the evening we mounted again, and for 
fhc furft time afccnded an eminence by a very eafy approach. We 
quickly regained the level country, and advanced at a fafter rate 
than by day, through the vallies in which wc arc conftantly bu-- 
ried. The night was as bright as the laft, and wc ftiould think 
it a lucky incident were wc to lay by in the day, and to travd 
only by night. At two o'clock in the morning the moon rofe, 
which was the fignal for us to halt. And much indeed did we 
ftand in need of repofe, after a journey of fuch a conrinuance. 
Beftdes, we fufftred greatly from the uneafy motion of the ca- 
mels, which nothing but habit could reconcile to a man. For 
my own part, I am fo particularly aggrieved by the faddle of the 
camel on which I ride, that the fmall of my back is ftripped of 
its Ikin. This arifes from my ftill being furnifhed with a bag- 
gage-beaft, notwithftanding the fine promifts of the young (haik. 
Authors are much miftakcn in thar particular ideas of this ani- 
10 maL 
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iftal. His beUig aUe to go fr^n loo to 1 50 miles in the twenty-four 
hours, is a very £able. Perfeverance and hardinefs are the qua- 
lities which diftinguifh him above all other quadrupeds, and pe- 
culiarly adapt him to the barren countnes, where he is found in 
the moft vigorous ftate. His common pace does not exceed 
three miles an hour, at which rate he will go tixteen hours out of 
the twenty-four, for a journey of a month and upwards. Butput 
him beyond his ufual fpeed, and he foon tires. For a day indeed it 
may be quickened to fiye, and even fix miles an hour ; but he 
ihortly grows obftinate, and refufes to proceed at a rate fo dif- 
proportioned to his abilities. He is however very docile, and 
when trained to a caravan, requires neither a rein to guide, nor a 
whip to forward his motions. . To A ftranger nothing can be fo 
ineligible as this mode of travelling i tedious and fatiguing to the 
laft degree, aijd efpecially in thefe parts, where we could not pro- 
vide ourfeives with Utters, to defend us from the fcorching rays 
of the fun. Our courfe yefterday and to-day was generally to 
the northward of weft, and fometimes weft and by fouth, and due 
weft. The laft ftage was feven hours, or dghteen miles, and by 
our reckoning we are now feventy miles diftant from Cofire. 

WEDNESDAY, 3otfa July. 

At five o'clock this morning we were wakened from our fleepv 
which had been v?ry ibund, notwithftanding the fufpicious com- 
pany we are in. We got up more affured of the good faith of 
our condudor, feeing that no attempts had been made to furprize 
us, at a feafbn when exhaufted nature h»l left us at his mercy. 
At a moment of fuch alarm, there was fomething particularly 
aggravating in our fituation. Worn out with the labors we had 
undergone, fleep infenfibly ftole upon the moft determined- eye; 
and the common fatisfa£tion of keeping a watch at leaft upon the 
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motions of an enemy, was drt^ed us. Sttort as our nap was> it 
gare us ^iiits to purilie our journey. But ttm img;ht not long 
have proved the cafe, if we were to obtain bat two hoars r^o^ 
out of the twenty-four, in travelling b> any coi^ilerable dift^ance. ' 

Before we had gcme far, my European companions and my- 
felf began to find our bowels greatiy a^efied by the water Which 
we got yefterday. This, at att times, is an alarming complaint • 
and nothing but our Jiippoied vicinity to Ghinnah, could have 
administered confolation to our diftrefs. We entered, after an 
hour's march, up<Hi a large pliun, Aerile and ftony like the moun- 
tains which we now left behind us. it is a circumftance worthy 
of remark, that we never cmfled any coniiderable acclivity in 
our paflage through this de&rt j though at fevery point of view, 
the traveller fuppofes he has a laborious height to aicend, and 
that he muft make his way good, by conquering the ftupendous 
precipices which continually prefent ^emlelves before him. But 
indulgent nature has accommodated the country to the necefTities 
of the native. Throughout the hilly region, which extends it- 
felf from the Red-Sea to the N3e, fhe has {cooped out a line of 
rallies for the paffage of the caravan. The foil is a mixture of 
ftorte and fand, which, beaten down by the conftant tread of 
the fplay-footed camd for many centuries paft, affords an even 
and firm pavement to the beafts that travel over it. The road is 
wide enough in Ibme places for an army to yah in a line ; and 
in others, will not admit above two or three camels abreaft. 

This country muft have experienced a iad reverie, were it ever 
lb fruitful as the antients have repreiented it. For the laft fifty 
miles we have not met with any tree but the hawthorn, or any 
verdure but what the fweet-fcented flinibs faintly afford the 
fight } and now that we are within a few leagues of the Nile, 
the profpcft is not mended for the better. At eleven o'clock we 
halted under a fpreading hawthorn to break&ft ; but had not as 

3 yet 
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ytU a i^impfe of tlw Nile, or any token of our being in the 
neighborhood of {q. 6nt a river. The laft ftage was fix hour^, or 
fifteen miles. Here,.to our great aftonifhment, we found that our 
Vf^jter was ej^nded. This muft have been owing, as much to 
thefts in the night, as to the impudence of the camel-drivers, who, 
^ wp £0 along, dravr water from our Ikins in defpite of us, 
though depending from the beafts on which we ride. The info- 
leiice of this tribe is furpriiing. Thou^ their camels are hired 
by us,, they pretmd to a right of mounting them themfelves, 
when they are weary erf walking. Thus, do the poor baggage- 
bea^s groan, at tim», under the additionial bui-den of a man's 
waght. It was as much as I could do to keep my camel-driver 
from getting up behind me j and. my friend, the major, was not 
£> fo^^unate, w:hofe driver once e&£led a feat on his camel, in 
de&mce c^ his remonfirances, and threats, to deter him from 
fuch a piece of alTurancd. 

At one o'clock, the young ftiaik moved forward, to procure 
us a fu^ly of water from fome fprings which lie out of the road ; 
and we propoied to remain bet'e during the heat of the day. But 
we preibntly difcovered fomethitig that made us hailen our depar- 
tore. There was a certain Arab, whom I have already mentioned 
to have rendereid himfelf very dilagreeable to- us, during our 
abode at Cofire. This fellow had been appointed by the ftiaik 
as one.pf pur guard ; and' was at this very time under the ihade 
with us. By his afliduity:on the ^oad* he had tried to efface the 
unfavorable id^ we ^d of him ; and as our friend, he now in- 
$nuated to us, that it *a$ bettet for us not to truft ourfelves at 
Ghinnah,. wher^ the iuhabitants were profe&d rogues, and 
woiUd plunder (HV e&^. .Nay, he went fo far as to propofe 
to|cpn4«^ W tpiBanmej a town a few hours higher up the 
i^ver, where hC; could ^nfur^ i^ the beft reception, and achoica 
of boats ^ ^rmnj^K^ us tQ Curo. This circum(laQce was toa 
Z barefaced 
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barefaced not to alami \u, and w8 Setenasiiwd to ptrfh mi. 
through an almoft infupportable heat. But our coitduAor wu 
abfent, and we were left in the hand? of our guard and the «a- 
mel-drivers ; a force which indeed we icUd not fear, but would 
hav6* been glad to be quit of in a folita^ and iniiBical place: 
This refcJution was confirmed by Abdnl Ruffar, our Aratnan 
fervant, who was entitled to credit fr<xn his poft behanor. . He 
advifed us- by no means to liftm to. or remain with theft rafcsls t 
but to follow the young fhaik, whom tfa^ had the confidence to 
tdl us wfts a f<K^ifh youth> whodidnot-knOMf «urifitercfts. Ac- 
cordingly» at two o'clock, we mountad our -caraels^ m i^ite of 
their importupities to w^ tmtii the evening, and moved on, id 
the moft fultry day I had ever iSelt in the Eaft. We foon le- 
joined the merchant's camds, which had taken ftt^er under a 
thom>tree at ibme dift»kce, boA were ready to attend u&. While 
united with this body, we did not fear going aftray j and purfued 
our courfe, under a full ftcurity of ^ being on the road to Ghin* 
nah . We had no watery but what our earthen guglete conhuned $ 
and this was foon expmded. It is impofiUe to describe what 
we fuffofed from heat and thitft during this ftage. A moothlul 
«r two of dirty water, which one <^ our guards gave me, n>ade 
me forget for the moment hit recent infolence ; and all our fon- 
ner apprehenfions were infenfibly iwallowed up in the m<nre 
painfid idea of faffing viAims- to thirft. Our toni^aes adVually 
became parched to our palotw ; and we wore obl^;ed to wdt thens 
«rery now aod then, with f}iiiituous tiquws, to piweat fxttFoca." 
tioH firom the clouds of doft which conttaoal whiriwinds thttw 
around U9. This expedient was but tranfitory^ and icired in* 
deed tQ oncreafe the rage of thkft. It was ear c^Mnman r/ff>* 
fortupc alio to labor under a vit^ent comf^asnt in our bowels; 
and t0 the want of ^ bad water that odeafioned it— a want 
iR^iich we had kuntn^ in tbv Moft oumft H uumei i om pre- 
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fevatfan WM p ro t ably owing. I wu fo affiSM niyfetf «ith t}& 
dlfstder, tbir I coa!d fiarc^ fit n^ camel dir«ingh«ifceft of pain. 
The wind and dnft had eqiollf affisfEed our fl^, fo that we wan- 
dired'ofi in agonyand daikneb. There is no doHbt ttat oat 
Arabian companions partook in fbme meafiirc <^ OKr fulfettega j 
bM the; were too much acinftomed to the fait, (o feel -ffi the ef- 
(e&a of his fary ; and we had' fame reafoB to fslped, tl»t their 
ffiockof waterhftedlongrfteroora had failed u>, TocroWnthi* 
ibene of difbefs^ wtat length overtook' the fhaik, wlw, we learnt, 
had beeii dil^ppointed in lepienifhing his fkins, by the Appeamnca 
of wild Aral3$ abont the ^ringsv This newD fotmded like the 
knell of dearii m oriirears; net from the neighberhood of thefi! 
robbers, who were once fo formidable to ottr fears, but from thb 
abfence of a floid, on which we fiippoled our lives tei depend: 
Faint and fpiittlefs, therefore, we tiMied on Until < eight oV:lock at 
night, when we halted, witfaont having encoaitteted any foe in 
theway. Borfar different was this halting-pltfce' from -any other 
we had come to. Without a draught of water t& moifien our 
throats, if was imprafticabte to force down a model of bread t 
and the paih and wearinefi under which our bodies labored, were 
tbo extreme to admit of a momentaiy repofe. Overwhelmed with 
bufiger, fMrfIr, and fatigue, vte fat ourfelves upon the -ground, 
and' revolved our melancholy fituation in filence. Every Ikin waa 
alferhately ran&cfced by us fbr water, and not an article left un- 
tied' that waslikely to-produce the leaft moiAure. Mycompa- 
-nions afld'l h^d' unlucldly recourfe to raw onions, which were 
among the baggage. But no fooner had we tailed of this potent 
root, than we repented of ourrafhnefs. The efTeflwas quite con- 
Cfary to our hopes j and our drought was irritated to the higheft 
degree. This fVage was fixhoars, or fifteen miles. 

At nine o'clock the word wargiven to refume our march. The 

doubtfid light'of "Ae ftars, and the evils Mce endured, prevented 
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•ur feeiiig clearly what was going forward. But oixr Acab- fer* 
vant fbon alarmed us with the intelligence of our havup^ left the: 
.merchant's camels. upon the ground; and by foqic words. which, 
the drivers had let drop in his hearing, that they had. hut a bad, 
Opinion of the flioik's intentions refpcflihg us. The. fcene was. 
now becpme very critical^ and a cataftrophe not vciy .happy,. 
af^>eared lively to enfue. Wci^ode-yp immediately in a body to- 
our fraudulent £«idu£tor, and charged him with treachery to- 
wards us. We inftanced his firft having parted company with« 
the oiravan, and than with the merdiant's camels,, which being, 
bpth bound for Ghinnah> plainly indicated: his imfriondiy delign. 
of carrying us to another' p]^cis. To our great .furprize, he ac-- 
knowledged the chargf of deceit towards us.in this particular, but: 
endeavoured todiveitit of any-^iinifter motives. That it was his, 
father's c^inion, as well- as his own, that our departure might. 
l)e retarded at fuch a city as Ghlhnah, from the rumor <^ 
our riches, which would induce the officers of government to vl- 
fit our baggage. That he had it in.cofflmand from him to leave 
die caravan at the firA ftage, and torcarry us.by another route,. . 
without awakening our fulpidofis, which he muft confefs his. 
countrymen had given too much caulib to be dire^ed againft them.. 
That the merchant's camels, from which we. had: juft parted,, 
would reach Ghinnah in a few hours ; and that we ihould arrive- 
about the fame time at Banute, su village fomewhat higher up* 
the NUe, where we might embark fecretly, and without molefta-- 
tion for Cairo. There was Ibmething as plautihle in the fub- 
ftancs of this defence, as engaging in the delivery of it. That, 
coolnefs of temper, and ready eloquence^ fcH: which the Orientals - 
are fo confpicuous, were fully exerted on this occafion.. From, 
the former declarations of our guard, and the prefent confeffioa . 
c^ the fhaik, we were afiiired there was a combination againft us ; . 
but wh^er it ha4,any ill tendency, we could not lb eafily deter- 
mine. 
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mine. In truth, we were now in the power of our guidei,- and' 
our deliberations couU only terminate tit a refolution, to' fell bur* 
lives as dearly as poffible, Should they attempt to play us i^lfe« 

There was but little vmety in' the fcene during the remainder 
of this ftage. The night was too dark to favor our obforvation 
of the objefts around, us, if our misfortunes had not extinguifbed 
every fpark of curi(MSty within oitr breafts. Hour fucceeded hour, 
without a veftige of fertility appearing, to announce a Ipeedy pe- 
riod to our trouble&j and we were almoft funk into a fit of de- 
ipair,. when die fight of a camd,. bearing two ikins of water, rAif- 
ed us in a momeHt to the pinnacle of joy I Colors would be faint 
to exprefs the tranfports of wretches hal&dead like us c^ thkft', at 
fiich a change. !. We owed, this fupply to the good-nature of the 
ihaik, who- pufhed on before us to the river, to relieve our di Aref^ f 
and; I muft do bim.thejuftice to own, that no fervice could hav^ 
lieen more.' material than what he rendered us on this occaJion» 
Nor did it pafe unrewarded. It reftored him to our good graces^ 
and we renewed our promile of an handlbme dooaticm on hisf 
putting us into a boat. BeftH-e I ventured to drink, I had the 
precaution towaih my mouth, and to gargle my throat feveral 
times. I recommended the fame method to my companions, aiKlc 
I do. not believe it was unferviceable, as the extreme drynefs of 
our palates would otherwafe have obliged us to fwatiow a quantity 
that might have proved^ htai to- u».' But ftiil we drank wi^ gfeac 
eagemefs andpleafure. And it is not to be wcmdered at, copfidei^ 
ing the goodnefs of the. w^er, and our longrabftinence; We were 
now within a mile of the Nile^ and at three o'clock arrived at a; 
village compoTed of tents and huts.. We made nq^difturbance iir 
unlading our baggage, and having.ftr^ch£dour carpets upon the 
ground, betook ourfelves to aihort, thoughfound, repofe. Tho 
laft ftage was fix hours, or Bfteen miles ;-fo that we travelled yef^ 
terday no lels than dghteen hours, or forty-five miles ^ an amaz* 
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dig Qxttth, if our odamitcus fittMtion be confidered. Thiff 
put of tte Nile^ by our recdconing, Sn ir$ miles to the weft' 
ofCofirew > 

T HU R 5 D A y. 3ift Julv. 

. Wc awoike ttus iiiomii^ long after the &ux had nien, and, upon 
Looking, around U9» had the pleafure of feeing the- NHe-, which 
now began to be gilded with his earfy bcam»i We were near a 
quacter of a miki from the liver, smd could onfy obtain a view of 
tfafB water thioogh. dificrent opemngs in die bank. Here the faor- 
dors are adonied in feveral pkces wi^ the date and other fruit- 
trees t though die country around wears tdie Jarae dreary a{pe£l; 
as before.. In one of thefe verdant fpets Ues the village of Banutt ; 
^be place we are in, being lonely and uncultivated, and confiiting 
ofa dsileifof cottages, the pr<^it<f of foow caniel-drivers. No- 
thing caoL mote' evince the magnificence of ikn celebrated river, 
thanits breadth at this difttnoe from the fta-. It-tqipears to our 
cqm nofc i^ch Ids thaaa mikwidc; though, with its windings, 
it.CMmot mna aaatt^ o£ left th«i 700 railey, fram- its leaving Bz- 
wane, until it di&hiu^a itfelf into the Mediterranean. 
, The young fhatk -was^ ab&nt feme hours, and- brought us the 
difegoepibAe tidsngSr titat noboat cot^ be procured' in this nmgh*- 
borifood. We men now Deduced' to the indrfpenfableneoefltty of 
ieeking one atGUnnah^ and the fluik left u9> togct freib camds 
to carry us te that city. We are again inclined to doubt the er- 
rand cm which wc came here ; but whatever may have- been the 
view of our condn^bor and his allbeiates, a felutton of thdr odd 
oondnS cannot be very rcmoM. While our patience is dms ex- 
. ercxTed in refpeA to our minds, it is not lefs fe in a cafe of equal 
importajKe to our bo(^» Though we have-fafted, in a manner, 
for diroe days paft, we are afraid tofendtoBanoteforaftipfdy of 
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lueat and fiuit : the ifihibitaiits, w* le<tni, «« impnjat beggafs, 
win miuU not wdt tnr beftowiiig ahns opoA them, IhouM thc^' 
haprpen to be apprifcd of our fmall namber. A pretty fpecimtn, 
indeed, of a place which has been recommended to us by our 
goard I But the humble diftance which the Ihaik keeps, Ihews 
plainly his opinion of it. A pair of pigeons which this place af- 
forded, ferved juft to allay tlie appetites of 6ur company ; and as 
we had no money at hand, the fhaik lent us a couple df dollars to 
pay for them and feme dried dates, which we took with us to eat 
upon the road". 

At three o'clock in tlie afternoon w« quitted this miferabl* 
nllag*, and let out for Ohinn^, in tolerable health and fpirita. 
Whether we* owe' oar recovery to the falubrious Water of the 
Nile, or to a cei&tion t>f fatigue for thi Jaft twelve hours, we 
avole ^s morning widt a ptrfe^t freedom from our late com- 
plairkt. Our ^ces were now turned to the north, and we went icfc 
the mod part of tlas (Is^ in the fame direSion. This was^ no 
uapleafing drctHnftance, is we thereby prefented our l>acks to 
the fim, which had lb ^cadfoQy annoyed us yefterday. At four 
weentenda ftndy valley, where we f»w an herd of deer. When 
we moontad the- MUa beyond it, we had -a glance, for tiie 6rft- 
time, of a -cskivated coufttiy. The Nile appeared aboiA two 
iBites to the weftward, walhing the foot of the mountains by 
wlHCh it is ftirtod on that fide. To the eaftwaid, the whole 
Ipaoe Ixfween us was laid out in plantations of grain, which 
vreve:WMcMd-by inlets from the river. There was as extraor. 
Anaty a c«atr^ in the profpeA before us, as could poffibly 
dccur in the wantotmefs of nature. The fotie to our left, ver- 
dant, and crouded- with clnmps of ftately trees, which were 
Umndedbyafineriver; while that to the right was barren as 
befwe, and «&Rd neddng bat £uids and fionj mountains to 
tkeejtt, ■ 
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bur company was reduced by the abftnce of our gUftrd. who 
had got the ftait of us on the road .by the (hmk's orders, fo that 
we could not mufter above ten camels, had we been in the way 
of danger. At five o'clock we palTed by the rums of a lai-gc 
village, which our guides tell us has long been abandoned, on 
account of robbers, who were continually plundeiing the pro- 
perty of the inhabitants. Here we were al(b defgrted by the 
.ili^k, who gave us notice of his intentiou tp pufli on to the 
city, to prepare an houfe for our reception. He afTured us, that 
he could anfwer for our fafety on the road, and at Ghinnah, 
where he would introduce us under cover of the night, an4 pre- 
vdoufly provide for oar embarka;tion. \Vbatever reluftance we 
might have towards ^his ftep, it wasinipofiible to fruftrate it, 
and he put his camel pn at fuch a trot, as made us lofe fight of 
him preiently. We wece even wor^ provided with cattle than 
before, and on our endeavodi^ to mend th^r pace to kepp up 
with the fiiaik, we received remonftrances from the owner ag^ft 
hm'rying his camels. This fellow attended ns, «id was as 
furly a dog as I ever met wijth in my Ufe. When he found 
t)iat my companic^^ ^od I p^d little regaixl to his words, he 
had the impudence to make Abdul RuiTar, our Arab lervant, 
and the poor Hindoo, alight, and trudge ^ong on fopt, under 
pretence that the beafts they rode, were overladen. When we 
were apprized of this circuipftance, we rated the owner jfoundly- 
for his infoUnce. But he runajned inflexible, aod I know not 
to what a [Htch our difference 'would have jirifen, jf AbdvU Ruii^ 
£ir had not wiiely urged us to acquiefce in a filing, w^ich he^ 
now. pretended was a matter of choice, H$ had gr^t merit fojr. 
his prudent interfeireace» at a. time wheu w^ were about tp fyp-, 
get the reftraint we were under in this Mahometan r^pi^. . An4i 
]|appy would it have been for tlie Fakeer, if l» Qoujd. have, 
vieldcd to orcumAances with equal temper. But his fpinfr was, 
7 fo 
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ftrirona4ed at the indigiiitf which had beoi ofieied Mm, that 
he took the fiift of^mnutf of rentomuing hia camel, onob' 
ferved by the oimeri We ywe at this jui^auce fixne- hundreds 
of yai^ ahead, and were not a little fiirprized to bear the noft 
lamentable outcries in our. rear. Thefe proceeded frpin the un- 
:fortunate Fakeef, vrhon> Tfe beheld under the dilcigjipi: of tbe 
Arab's (lick, but ot^^hi^ beaft forwards, irithopt itstrijiftg tbe 
leaft defign towards quittii)|; i)i^ feat. As vre ^jiproa(^):d him, 
his confidence feeme<l fo ledpuble, aod he bepxi tP fV fvMh 
the vileft abulc aa his antagpnift in the Mpor fat^^gs. It was 
perhaps cpnducivc to jw J^fe^, that fha 4^^ <)i4 >n9t,j;n4n> 
ftand him, who, at pfir inftai^, tiot onig ieS^A 6tai% the a^aiilt, 
but left him in <jui.et poCeflion of the cfqtd. This: fo .el«vate<l 
the fpirits of the Hindoq, th^t ,^Ying more oedit tp his A<in> YQ- 
clfcration than to 0(ir ^vippprit, h^ dsfc^tfd (ygflypn hif .<wa 
courage and rank. in life, which he aven:e4 w^ fonnerly a $ube- 
dar, or commander of Sepoys in the En^lilh i(^f e.- ;As this 
man had hitherto kept a ccntioel on his lips, we did^ot ixgret the 
rude manner in which they h|^ been put o^ their guard i . as d)^ 
many ftories -which now fell from them, ierved, in /Qfoeip^ure, 
to banilh painful re^exisna. 3ut, indeed, the ^ene wU^h noKr 
dilcloled it&lf, quickly abibrbed our attention, i^er a lix.monti^s 
confinement in a Ihip, viA in barren countries, it wag not with- 
out an exquifite &tis£a%on that I beheld the earth cl<Mth^ again 
in green, and adorned with her fatreft ornaments of v'^oo^.'.ajcid 
water. The captive, who has long {uned in a gloomy .diinP<>n, 
could not experience more joyful emotions at the figlut of day, 
than animated me on this occalion. I looked about me with fen- 
fations unknown before. I called to jay ciunel-dtiver-to: gather 
every bloQbm that -the huAies afforded, which my ima^nation 
iitpplied with fragrance j and this part of the Nile, which would 
appear contemptible when oppofed to the rudeft banks of the 
A a Thames, 
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Thames* was to me fraught with numbcriefs beauties. We now, 
for the fiift time on cor journey, Iwheld the marks of Agricul- 
ture. The people were in fome {daces tending their cattle, and 
in others fblbwing the plough. The river difcovo-ed itfclf atva- 
rious ^breaches in the banks, about two miles to our left ; and we 
■few wells that were worked by • pacotahs, as in India. . Water- ' 
<hamid8 now interfered the road, to fupply the country to the 
right of Us, which hefc began to be cultivatied. At thefe channels 
'OUT poor camels hatted/ and drank' with the eagerriefs and perJe- 
Tcrance of cmtures tinaccuftomed to quench the heavieft call of 
nature, Whic^h I may fafcly pronounce to be thirft. lean truly 
fey, that, duiing the laft three days, I have not eat an ounce. 
Meat we had not, and I could never get down above a mouthful 
or two of bread. My companions were nearly in the feme fitua- 
lion; which can only be attributed to our ftomachs hainng been 
overcharged with the quantities of water, which the heat and duft 
obliged us to fwallow. 

Between the time of our fe«ng the ruined village and fun-fet, 
we counted not lefs than a dozen defblated towns, which we were 
given to underftand had bttn unpeopled on the fame account : 
fome large, and the houfes ftiU ftandlng ; and others defended by 
walls and towers, whofe remains are (till refpeAable. Were a 
traveller allowed to indulge a conje£l:ure on a curibry view of 
things, I flioUld rather fufpefl: rtiat thefe ruins' were of far greater 
• uitiquitythanthemodeminhabitantsofEgyptimagine;. and that 
tune, the grand deftroyer of 'all human fyllems, had depopulated 
thefe parts, and not the dread of the roving Arabs. When the 

■ A pacotah ii t nuchiiwofsTcryliinple c<inftniAion. By the means of x long 

. iMunboo, fixed acrois a maft, a fingle man will ni& water from the tlepdi of ten or 

twelre ftet, by walking up and down the bamboo. During thu leirore aaovaneAt, the 

man above encourages himfelf with a fong, in which he it accompanied by hit ieHoy^ 

tAo ftays bdow, to diftributethe water M it comes up io the biidtet. 

Saracens 
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Saracens over-ran Egypt, whde cities muft have yielded to the 
deftruftive tide i and while the bloody conteft fubfifted. between - 
them and the Turks, the reft were involved in the general wreck 
of tins country's grandear. I particularly remarked the ruins of 
one town, fituated on two hills to the right of the road, and join- 
ed together by a wali whicb runs acro& the valley. The front of 
this town ftill extends itfelf a mile, and its towers and hum- 
mums, which are of ftone, are many of them in tolerable repair. 
Our guides had, indeed, names for this, as well as fome of the 
jeft of fhefe places^ but being (rf Arab derivaticm, they could 
throw no light on the fubje^ of our enquiry. 

The night was very bright, from the countlefs hoft of ftar» 
which are wont to fliine with unclouded luftre in this ferene he- 
mifphere. A full hour before we reached Ghinnah, we- left our 
northern dircftion, and tra^felled due weft. The many ^rdens 
and plantations that we pal^d, announced our vicinity to the 
city, where we arrived at nine o'clock. At our entrance we went 
by a large mofque, which was illuminated, and full of people, who 
were attending divine fervice. We law m^iy good houfes and 
ftreets, before we reached the lodgings that had been provided for 
us.. Here we were houfed at half paft nine, without having met 
with any adventure that oould tend to adifcovcryof ourperfons. 
The manlion feems large and. commodious, and belcmgs to the 
merchant whofe camels; accompanied us the gr<ateft part of the 
way. He welcomed us with great cordiality, and, havii>g feen. our 
baggage carried up flairs, lighted us himfelf to our apartment, 
where fome new bread and frefti dates were feryed up to us. Dur- 
ing our repaft the nierchant Mahcnnet, his brother AUy,^ and the 
fhaik, attended us, and on theu* wifhing us a goodjugbt,.we remind- 
ed them of our anxiety to.be.gpne. The laft ftage was fix hours, or 
fifteen-miles, fo that we have come 1 30. miles fince we left Cofire, 
though the direft diftance muft fall fomewhat Ihort of that 
A a a number.. 
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nnmber. While we were gmng to bed, we were thrown into fonw 
cohfulton by Major Alexander mi^g his Indian fabre. The bag- 
gage was rummaged fbrit-invain; £bthatwe were obliged to call 
op our hoft to lay the complaint before him. The major now re- 
membered having left it below ftairs, and, as it could not be 
found, the fufpicions of oar hoft immediately im upon the Ibl- 
dier, who had been fo long the object of oar averfion. This Ibl- 
dier he now fallied forth at this late hoar to feek ; and bidding 
the major to be of good cheer, aiTored him that the fwoid ihould 
be recarered> if ftill within the prednfts of the city. 

FRIDAY, ift August. 

I awoke at day-break to-day after a very fonml repofe. One 
tiight'^ reft had perfeftly reftored me to myfclf, if I may ex- 
cept a languor upon my limbs, which fo laborious a journey 
might occalion to a confHtutibn that is none of the ftrongeft. 
WheA I had got on my Aratnan habit, 1 perceived a pair of ftairs 
that led to the top of the houfe. As I concaved myfclf to be fuf- 
ficlently difguifed, I made no fcruple to afcend them, in order to 
take aview of the city. Ghinnah, or Cana, as the antients tailed 
it, is pleafantly lituated on the ealtem banks of the Nile, in that 
^Iliift which is knovm by the name of Upper Egypt. By our 
iiiceft oblerration of its bearing from Cofire, it Ues in the latitude 
46' 40' N. which brings it confiderably lower down the river than 
We find it, either in the old or modem maps. Its length extends 
from eaft to weft, and its principal ftreets run in a parallel line, 
knd afcend by a gentle a^cHvity from the river to the center 
of the city. This fituation feems adapted to the neighbor- 
hood of the Nile, which, in the time of the floods, muft lay the 
adjacent parts under ^nrater. Its appearance is truly romantic, as 
(veTyhoufe'is funounded with an indofore, and partly concealed 
9 fron^ 
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Aool -view by die lofty date-trees, that every here and there 
mingle their taftsd heads with the fpiral mofques and. fwellihg 
domes, as if ambitious to rival their proudeft heights. I was pro- 
ceeding in my oblervadcms, when our hoft came up to bid us 
ffood-morrow, and faeadng that I was above, he caUpd to me in 
hafte to defcend. I was raliier furprized at this abrupt com^ 
mmd.; but when he podnted out the offence whidi his neighbors . 
migbt take at having their women overlooked, I bore with the 
rq>ioc^ though my curiofity had not been awakened from that 
quarter. I was weU acquainted with the jealouTy of the Maho-- 
metans in this particular i uid therefore did not conilder tlK con>- 
dnCt of our hoft as any way unreafonable. Tq the great fadsr 
£aBian oi lhe -major, he produoed the fword, which be declared 
.had been takoi pn the thief he mentioned. Hedemai^ded, how- 
-«vcr, eight dollars fen* the bire-of tw6 men. who hadaiCflxd him 
in the purfiiit of the ibldio- fome miles from the town. The mor- 
ney was paid to him witlu>nt hefitati<ui, as the weapon was of va- 
lue' to thcowner; but coir ideas of ^.jultice which premls here,, 
bttame very rnifavocable, when we underftood thset the lois of 
■Ins pltmder vras the only pnnifliment which the knave was likely 
40 nqKneoce. 

We feafted tins moms^ at breakfaft on cow's niilk, to whlck 
■siK'&ive been long ftnmgBrs, and on the£rft good bread we ha:w 
tiAedia Egypt. Indeed, «k icam, :that this place is ^plentifuliy 
rfs^^icd wi^ every nece^Eary of Jife,.fitnated in a.&rene climatfi. 
■anA fu roteovedfram the turbulence and intrigues of the capital 
we are li»flg«ii^ to. Api£tvu3e, pretty in fpeculation, and what 
-«Kfl«(t«ranrftdvBS'wejaKdlfind3uft4n.the;pra^ce. The Ihaik 
-and^oar hoft .)oitted ns atDurcoffiee^and we expe&od to inve 
;lward famafhii^of dieboat; but thai: errand was to get fiicfi 
{ncfimtBTforthe cameltdnven and guard,. as. are^ ufual for travel- 
;kts to give. We .were content to be- quit of them for. a dollar. 

each I 
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eacli ; though it went not a Uttte againft our inclination to in- 
clude the roguifh foldier among the number. Scarce had they left 
us, when we had a vifit from the guard themfelves. The offender 
came witiiout a blufh into our preTence, and had the effrontery 
to make a.jefbof taking the fword» which he pretended he only 
meant to have kept as a pledge, for the prefent that was due to 
his comrade and himfelf. He added, that they were now come 
for that prefent, which they had fo jufUy deferved at our hands, 
by the proteftion they had afforded us on the road. We were ini- 
clined enough to have difputed their merits in this cafe, had it not 
been in the power of thefe fellows to publifh our arrival at Ghini- 
nah, and expofc us to the rapacity of the government. Thar 
demuid, therefore, met with a civiler re<%ption than they expe£b- 
ed, and we affured them that it had been already gratified-. We- 
were now witnefs to one of themoft finking inflances of the ui>- 
licenced tempers of the Arabs that ever occurred in. hifloiy. F.<x 
no fboner was the fpokefman certified- of the fhalk's having net- 
ceived his quota, than he caught up his.fabre which- lay t^.him 
on the carpet, and half-drawing it, toki us with a relblute air, that 
if we would difclofe but the fum which the fh^k had prefiimed*to 
take without their knowledge, he would force it from his throat 
with the point of his fword. This language from a ibldier, of his 
fupericM-, didjiot fiiit our notions. of military difapUne; and we 
difpatched Abdul Ruflar to fedc for, the iluuk, and ac<)uaint 
him therewith. He fooncame, and fucha- fcene pafied between 
the prince and fub}e£t, as baffles all d^&nption. Ao-hundred 
:times did they catch up their &bres, and. challenge .each other to 
inftant conflifl, and as often did they renle each otfaor in' die bitc- 
.terefl terms. Butourfriaid had die giseateft juftice in hisirtp- 
proaches, as he ftigmatized the foldier with having 'betrayid ' his 
tnift, in refpeft to the.major's fword. This breach of truft ieem- 
«d.to both of tbe&.wariiois the principal crime' in the robbery.; 

and 
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md the quarrel waxed to fuch a pitch, that finding it impoffibte^ 
to foften thar fury, we looked to our arms* in order to intimi- 
date the'foldier. His comrade hgd fneaked off in the beginning of 
this difpute, ftndwi&ly informetl the people of die houfe of what 
was paffing above. This intelligence, together with the noife, 

.b^X];ght Qp the hoft'and bis femlly, juft at the nick of time, th^rt 
our apartment was 'about to become the fcene of bloodflied, in,« 
populous and civilized dty, on the trifling fUbjefl of a few dcd- 
krs ! This company Jbon accommodated the matter, and the Ibl- 
dier was difm^ed, with a ptomiie of obtaining his dividend of the 
iiim in qucftion. 

Our diftafte for the people we are among, was fo hastened 
1^ this late tranf&ftion, that we now pre&d the fhaik, very ieri- 
oufly, to diicharge the obligation he was under to embaric us in a 
boat for Cairo. We found ourfclves at greater liberty, and un- 
der left apprehenlion, when committed to the wide waves in an 
Arab boat, than now when we are upon Arab ground^ and I 
doubt if there was one among us, who would not have under- 
taken the pilotage of a boat to Cairo, though the current was the 
onlygoide he could depend upon, in preference to ftaying at 
Ghinnah a day longer. The fliuk faw bur anxiety, and i^rod 
us fbiemnly of his intention to keep his word, as foon as a bo9t 
could be got reddy. Our boft, and his brother Ally, offered to 
pledge ^lemfelves for the (haik's iincerity, and the latter propofel 
himi^f to accompany us to Cairo. They left m to Ht down to a 

. meal of wheat, boiled in mutton-broth, which had been delayed 

, by the ftrange bufinefs of the day, 

SATURDAY. 2d Augost, 

We are doomed to be the Q>ort of fiutune, to achieve adven- 
tures wluch we never afjnred to, and to find our situation more 
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dangerous than ever, at the moment that we an fooUflUy expect- 
ing the peridd of our troubles. Though the nig^t was ddie, and 
I had not refted weU> from the dnft whidt incommoded the terrace 
we jQeep upon, I was up, acceding to cuftcxa, at day-break, suid 
■fai going down ftUrs to the back-yard, in ordd- to walh me, was 
met by a fervant of the hou&, who took me by die arm, »id, with 
ti fignificant gefture, hurried me up agam in apparent ^tadon. 
Wfaefn he could make a Ihift to expkun hunielf, by the means of 
-Ibrahim, we underflood, to our great concern, diat llie vizier of 
'^e <;ity was in the houfe, and locked up in clofe conferraice with 
our hoft. This early vifit had a very unpromifing appearance, 
'and as we had renuuned withki doors fince our {uiival, we attri- 
. -ixited this dilcovety of us, to ibme treachery in thbfe who were 
'in the fecret. My companions pofted themfelves on the ftfur- 
head, to learn, if poffible, what was gcnng forward, and I was 
ruminating in an inner apartment on the confequences of Arab 
duplicity, when they came running to me, with an ac<!onnt of 
the ftrect-door being befieged by a body ofhorfe. Our hofthim- 
'felf followed them into the room, and, with ^ »tni<^fliew of 
'terror, defired us to load ourfire-arms quickly, and aflift bim to 
'defend the houle, which heexpeded would beaflautted every md- 
' ment. It was (bme time before we could get him to interpiet the 
' meaning o^f this alarm. We were not a little furpdzed at !aft to 
learn, that the horfe at the door belonged to the Aiaik <^ fianute, 
and were ient with injunctions to carry us before th«r mafter, 
who had been apprized of our having paOed his refidence, with- 
out paying him the ufual com[4iment. As improbable as this 
ftory appeared, what impofition was there which could not have 
been praAifed with fuccefs on-people, who were utter ftrangers 
to the cuftoms and language of the country ? We were well ir». 
-fdrtn«dof the independenpe of the Arab Ih^s, andth^rpr^ 
-peilfity to extort money frooL troveUersj and though thic fending 
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^ aiiSKd £irQt: iaito a. cot McL ij i ^ tomu was mcomppehenlible to 
w^ yetvr« <Sd;nQt knovr bM it might enter inc» the fyAem of their 
potib«4>t.whfm^oe|tar^waa:ffapsiior to^anothw. In order, we 
foppofc*. t»:. temfy ns. into tb«ic meaibres, our hoft toM ns, that 
th^re vat sq ngnlar g»vcennaeixt at prefeitt ia Gkinnah ; that 
ayviy QiAn ^ait thfl.i»0tc£iQD of his own hooTe^ which he would 
defend, on oui* account, againft all invaders. From one of enr 
windows,, which ui thu csamtsy mam re&mbfes a pigeon-hole 
than any^ tiuAg €16, wt brittld a inmiba< of horfemen, wha pa^^ 
Faded t^- flxKt, iMit did not betray any intentions to proceed- to 
viol^ifie. Qn cnif oMkcnia^-lAa9.mtatttD to ouc hc^, he pretended 
that it difcQTQi<ed aa indiiiationto tceat with us j^ and immediateiy 
went dow« tfic this site; to make^as lie<£tid, thfi'b^ terms for us 
in his p«wer. Thus were w^ on a fiidden, fliut up in a belea- 
gqered place, and either on the point of being put to the fword, or 
bang obUgpd to d^ver ouriehua up- priibners«( war. The caftle 
wasbeli^ged w.f<tnn, and.t&etrcacho'ousgovenKH' about to fore^ 
go his truA. Weiixpsainnd^ during th^interval« under arms in 
our apartment., and.had oesMmck pofUdoti thefturs, to apprize 
us of any danger. After thisfancs->-for a force it was, though of 
a very rerioqs. nature, to us^r-had bem-kept np for two hours and 
upwaids,. Qur hoft ati length caan up* He told us, that he had fo 
£ar fucce^oi, aa tot getos.excufdd'&omooF viiittoBanute for a 
pecuniary, confideration, and that the fum of 150 dollars would 
&M.t}6£r9mthefetroufolefiinie~gueas. From the vizier's viftt, and 
the ftrange c(Htdu£t aftbohoft, we fliipe€ted there was a colliriiotr 
tKitwoentfaem. and the canUiyat t^door, and that we had already 
fallen within the gripe of the government ofGlunnah. Under 
^lis perfhalion we iubmitted indi a good grace, to what we judged 
was unavoidable. W.e paid down fifty dollars in advance, though 
we loudly protfifted againft the impoHtion, which we declared 
would leave us almoftdeftkute of money. To moderate our vrata- 
B b tion« 
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tion, and to revive the pleafing ideas of our departure, ourhoft 
very artfully fliifted the fubjeft, and reminded us of putting him 
in cafli for the boat^ which the fhaifc and his brother were gone 
in purfuit of. His demand was forty dollars* which we readi- 
ly depofited in his hands, on his folemn declaration, that he re- 
ceived them for the hire of a boat, which fhould be ready for 
our reception at night. 

In a Hiort time after ourhoft had left us, he returned to advife 
us of the vizier's approach, who followed him into our apart- 
;nent, attended by a number of officers of ftatei They came, as 
they informed us, to enquire into our bufinefs, and our realbns 
for travelling through their country. Tho' they had taken us ra- 
ther unawares, we put the bell face we could upon the matter, and' 
declared ourfelves travcUiers, whom ill fortune, and not our own 
inclinations, had led among them. On their demanding our pais, 
we produced the one from the vizier of Yambo j and we thought 
it foi'tunate that we could fhew them letters from Captain Bacon, 
and the fuperc^oes of the fhow Adventure, to'Ibrahim Beg, the 
bey of Cairo, to convince them that our journey was not a fecret 
to the bey. The vizier put the pafs into his pocket, and we re- 
marked, that he eyed the letter to the bey with great attention, 
^nd whifpered with apparent earneftnefs to fome of his followers 
before he returned it to us. We gathered the moft flattering pre- 
iages from this incident ; and as he had preferved the utmoft pb- 
litenefs and moderation in this interview, we faw the vizier and 
his train depart, in the fuUeft confidence of having found pro-" 
tc«flion in our letters, ag^nft the government, which were fo well 
inclined to have perfecuted us. 

When thefe people were gone, we partook of a repaft which the 
family had provided for us. It was fimpic, but welUdrefl:, and 
confifted of meat and vegetables,- both ftewcd and roafted. We 
had not leen the young fhaik all day, and' were uneafy at his ab- 
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ience. When he made his appearance, he affured us that he had 
been employed in our fervice fince we faw him laft, and that he 
only wanted the money, to fecure the boat which h,e had engaged 
for us. But this information feemed chiefly to be a prelude to 
his own demands, and we difcovered that- he was come, like the 
reft of his countrymen, for a prefent. Though we had promifed 
him a gratuity conditionally, yet as we placed too much reliance 
on the oath of an Arab, we hoped to bind him more ftrongly to us, 
by an a£t that favored of confidence, as well as of bounty. We 
therefore prefented him with twenty dollars j and Mr. Hammond 
gave him a ihaul to which he had taken a liking. He appeared 
fo much ftruck with this generofity, that he fwore by his Pro- 
phet, he would not leave the houfe until a boat was provided for 
us. We then fent for our hoft, with whom we had entnifted the 
boat-hire; but underftood from him, that he hadjuft paid it 
away with the reft of the money to ihe Banute cavalry, who, on 
this prompt payment, had relinquiftied their firft demand. Tho* 
this ftory was rather ftrange, it carried not a fufpicious air on the 
face of it. We faved fixty dollars by the manoeuvre, and readily 
proffered to advance the boat-hire anew. A reys, or nokldah, ac-< 
companied the hoft, who, after fome altercation, agreed to let us 
have a large, commo<^us boat, to carry us to Cairo, for fifty-five 
dollars. As the price was confiderably increaied, we affefted to 
run ftiort of cafii, in hopes to imprefs them with a notion of our 
being too poor to be worth . detaining. Accordingly we produced 
feveral Indian coins, both of gold and lilver, which we defired 
might be weighed, to make up the fum. Though we let them un- 
derftand that thefe were pocket-pieces, which we had preferved 
through curiofity, I fear this expedient was the means of awak- 
ening the avarice of thefe. robbers, and teaching them to expe£t a 
hoard of this trcafure. On receiving the amount, with five dol- 
lars befides, to proidde bread and two or three fheep for the 
B b 2 voyage. 
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"rofagt, the &aik, -our hoik, and the nokidah^ {Wok In con)Uiic* 
tkm M tbe immediate performance (^the Treaty. But thc^ tluBk» 
«s ttte poetiays of lovers, that " Jove laughs ftt ^jlrui psrjunes," 
-amd they <;an iwaJlow the moft &cred oaths, without the fraolleft 
intention to keep them, Aodt^ we found mart Ar(»gly ven- 
fied thw ever. 

On the £uth of th^ promifes we Itad packed up our baggage^ 
ond difpofed ouriiblves for our removal. Nine o'clock was the ap- 
pointed hourj aad we watted for it with 391 the impatience of A 
-bridegroom, who looks forward to the moment wliich U to 
crown his fonddl wilhes. But our watches announced the hour, 
and no Arabs appeared. ' We, however, accounted eafily for the 
^lay ; especially as the natives muft find it difficult to aicertun 
time» in a country where docks and watches are unknown. Ten 
•'ckKk came, and brought jio intd^eoce of dtem. Our fulpencc 
now began to be cruel ; and we &nt Abdul Ruffiu* down fturs» 
to enq\iire vdtat was become of the hoH: and his companions. He 
cetumed wi^ut having obtained any other tidings, than thor 
bong ftill abroad. It is impofEble to give the reader an idea of 
our fituation during this intenral. We were vflembled on a ter- 
race that was open to the air, and had no other lig^t than what 
tbe ftars afforded u$. The worfl infierpretation was put upon 
their abfeoce, by feme of our company. Ibndiim began to de- 
^air ; and Abdul RulBu: himiblf could not account for the con- 
dud oi his countrymen. Tired oat with fruitleis expe£btion» 
we ftretched ourfelves upon our carpets* and endeavored to com- 
po& ourfelves to reft. In the midft of our difordered {lumbers^ 
ve were fuddoily alarmed^ about midnight, by a noife at the out- 
ward gate ai the houfe. We heard the door open, and the ibund 
of a man's feet haiHly a&end the ftairs. Hope hung upon his 
fteps; and when we beheld om* hoft enter with a light in his hand» 
we called out, as if with erne voice, that we were ready to attend 

him. 
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biin, Judge ye, wbdhave «ver eijwienaai 'die JfaHfiCy Of sppc^ci- 
onces in matters netircft to the heart*-^*u4ge tff ow ^eRH^tiOh^, 
when we fpund> that, ^stiktad of b boat being in ^^idinel^ Xq tarry 
us aw«y, the vizier snd his train w«re fcetow ) The i*» hour, 
ouf recent <lif£y>p<Mfttment, and 6ie furpri^e ^ftAch. this vte'ws 
threw us into, operated together to render us ver^ ufifit to re- • 
cave thefe unwelcome vifitants. But we had n<ft *veft time to 
enquire loto the tneaning c^ this intrufion, wheti the vizier en-' 
tered. He was acCon^nied I^ all the officers who were with 
him in the morning $ but his retinue was now enlarged by ^ 
number of foldiers^eachuf whom boreator^ib^is hand. They 
feated themfelves, without waiting to be aflced, on the carpets 
which we had rifen from; and calling for our interpreter, the vi- 
zier defired him to tcfl us, that he was come to levy a duty on the 
goods «Td jewdd ihAt we had with Us : that he %nd the ciMiAcil 
of Aate had formied a refolution to demand no more than 4,00a 
dollars f and if we refufed to ()dy fo moderate a fum, they mnft 
fend us to their fsafter, the Sli^k^UI^Arab, who was then cm thtt 
fi'ontiers of his domiQiom, to arvftrer for our refufAl, The eKor=- 
bitancy of the demand made us treat it in a li|^t titanner ,- and ea 
to our bdciag anothor journey upon camels, we declared it was 
better to die here, than to fall a Sacrifice to the f^igues of the Ai^- 
bian method of travelling. We told them our baggage lay ready 
for thar infpe£li<»i, and they might fbon fatlsfy themfelves of- 
our poverty. Whether this confident behavior impreffed them 
with an idea of Our fincerity, or that th^r ddigns were hot ri^e 
for execution, we cannot pronounce } but the vizier declined -the 
fcvch. He however politely infiauated, ^t a fhStvil ortwq would' 
be very acceptable to faim^ I had two fine ones belonging to my • 
Turkifti dr^, which had ftood me in 100 dollars. Thefe I pro- 
duced without hcfitation, tho' I declared tr»ty they were all 1 had, 
vdun I preiented them to the vizier* Oa receiving them, the mi- 
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iiiAer b^ed us to be eafy, as he now confidered us to be under 
his protection, and would give us a pafs in the morning for our 
iafety down the river. When he had taken his leave, we re- 
proached our hoft for the failure of his word. But he ihifted the 
blame from himfelf to the vizier, who, he aflured us, had put a 
ftop to our voyage for this night. He repeated his former afler- 
tions, that the boat was ready for our reception. In (hort, he 
drew fo flattering a pi£ture of the vizier's good intentions towards 
us, and expreffed fuch a zeal for our fervice, that he obtained his 
ends of getting a (haul himfelf from Major Alexander, and of lull- 
ing us once more into a traniient fecurity. 

SUNDAY. 3d August. 

The morning came, only to fumifh us with frefti inflances of 
the perfidy of thefe people. Inftead of the vizier's pafs, or any 
figns of our departure, we were left to our own reflections, and 
we faw nothing of the young fliaik, of our hoft, or of his brother. 
Nay, to fuch a pitch was their negleft carried, that at noon we 
found there was rio dinner provided for us in the houfe. In this 
embarralTment we fent out Abdul Ruflar to purchafe us fome pro- 
vifion ; and as we underftood the city abounded with Chriftian 
merchants, we dircfted him to apply to them for their opinion of 
our detention, and for their advice and afliftance on this alarming 
occalion. Too ftriCl a watch was kept upon the motions of Ibra- 
him, to admit of his negotiating fuch a matter for us. It was 
rarely that he was fuflered to flir out of doors, under pretence that 
the people of Banute were once more in fearch of us, to tax us in 
another prefent ; and when this liberty was allowed him, he was 
attended by the hoft, or fome of the family. We were yet in the 
dark, therefore, in refpe£l to the form and nature of the govem- 
raent under whofe ejftortions we groaned. But we gave the ab- 
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fent prince, whoever he might be, full credit for a principal fliare 
in our fufferings. 

In about an hour's time our faithful domeftic retufned, with 
d couple of fowls and fome greens, which he immediately fet 
about to drefs for us. But, to our great concern, he had met with 
no fuccefs in the more material part of his errand. No admittance 
had been given him at the Chrillian houfes, becaufe it was the 
hour of dinner; an hour facrcd to privacy among the Oriental 
nations. While we were waiting for our humble repaft, we were 
not a little furprized at the fight of the vizier, who came to pay 
us avifit, attended only by his fervants, who remained below. It 
was about two o'clock, and long paft his time of dining. Never- 
theless* on our victuals appearing, he fat down to a fingle difli 
with us, and partook with much feeming fatisfadion of the fare 
which was put before him. He called for fpirits, which he jocofe- 
ly laid the Chriftians were the moft choice in, and drank feveral 
coffee-cups of rum, both during and after our meal. The vizier's 
name is Mahmou^. He is a young man of about thirty years of 
^e, tall and well made, of a pleafing afpeft and infinuating ad- 
drefs, lively and entertaining in his difcourfe, and void of the re- ' 
"ferve which marks the generality of his nation. It appeared to us 
that he was come incogs with an intent to unbend himfelf with 
the novelty of European company, and with the charms of a li- 
quor which is forbidden- by his law. But ftrojig as thefe motives 
might be, we had quickly caufe to be convinced, that there was 
another more prevalent in his bofom, which induced him to ho- 
nor us. with this vifit. He began hisattack in complimenting the 
knowledge and fagadty of our countrymen, and in paffing the 
hjgbeft encomiums on the manufafhires of our country. He 
dwelt in particular on the beauty of the fire-arms, and, by an 
eafy tranfition, expreffed a defire to poffefs a pair of Engliih pif- 
tois. I had one pair left, very handfomely mounted with filver, 
2 which 
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which I iau^iately prefe^ted him wJth* Thefe had he/ea feen by 
our treacherous hoft the preceding morning, when we had takea 
uparmsto defend the houie> and as I p^coivedthatt the Vizier had 
got an item of them, I pMted with lifeem in the beft manner t 
could. Not fatisfijcd with this compliance, he now cafl: his eye on 
the major's fword^ But its mafter had too gccftt a vahio fi>p an cUd . 
xmd trufty fervant, to gjye it up fo eafily. He had idready redeem- 
ed it from the hands of a robber, and» p«rh^s, op that account, 
prized it more than ever, ^t th« vizi^ii's incl^^on for the 
fword feemed to increafe> in propor^a to the relu£tanc« of the 
owner to refign it. In fuch a fitu^tix^n. a$ ours, I could not fe* 
the ufe of with-hold^ng ^y article; from a man, wh<s by his rank 
and authority, might apparently (^fptrfe of us as he pleafed. In 
my experience of thgfe pcojkle, \ ba4 nevec found the good of re- 
fil^ce, in cafes of this nature ; and cannptj take any fh^ne upon 
myfelf for advifing cbnciUating and pacific meafures, in a qountrjis 
where a fuccefsful oppofiticHi would prove, fatajb to 03. We had- 
ar ms to defend ourfelve.&, iuid I believe ikill to haue repelled, fupe- 
rior numbers j but it muft. be ajjowed, that wo fhould dearly l^y© 
abided a recourfe to thera. Under this conviction, I qndeavored 
to Jbften the vizier's. diQippointment, by tendering him a creefe, 
or dagger, in lieu of the fword he wanted. Its handle was agate, 
itudded with fmall rubie^ and emeraJdf) -, aad as it belonged to 
my Tuikifh dreft, was a very proper prefent to an Arab. This 
creefe, with the piflols, coft me f^venty dollars at leaft ; but the 
fooner we are diverted of pur valuables, the nearer wilt be the 
hour of our departure. . The meaning of this intendcw was too 
obvious to efcape our notice) } and we fhould have been, content 
to have purchafed this minifter's friendihip at the price of our 
baggage. Though every requeft he made could only be conftru- 
ed into a demand, he never exceeded the bounds of good-breeding 
in this piratical vifit; and it mud be acknowledged, that there 
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never exited a more polite robber than the vizier of Ghinnah. He 
bad the art to fliifi the difcourle to romething flattering or amaf- 
ing to us, whenever we attempted to touch on the fobjeft of our 
'departure} and notwithilanding we perceived his drift, he had 
the addrefs to evade the queltion, and to lead us from the point , 
ive had always in .view. In ihort* he laughed with us. rallied 
with us, and drank with us j and, as a particular compliment, obli- 
ged us in our turns to finokeof his pipe. He lengthened his vi- 
lit until oght o'clock in the evening, and, during die whole time, 
difplayed all the Ikill and education of a profelTed courtier. We 
were abfolutely foiled in our attempts to fiiund this politician's 
mind .. and, at the end of the interview, had not obtained the 
lead infight into the extent of his defigns upon us. When we la- 
mented our confinement in a private houfe, and complained of the 
deceitful conduft of our hoft, he aSefted t» take a part in our 
trouhles. But his language was ambiguous, and left us to con- 
cave fomething more than it conveyed. At his departure, how- 
ever, he a&iured us with a fmile, that he intended to renew bis vi* 
fit on the morrow > but that he fliould infill on Handing our ca- 
terer, and fenuing us a dinner more fmtable to our condition. To 
tlus he added, that he hoped it would be the Udl meal we Ihoold 
eat in Ghinnah. Incondufive as thefe words were, we were 
fomewhat affured By them, and thanked the nuntfter vet; coidi* 
ally for bis good intentions. 

MONDAY, 4th Adgust. 

What with the anxiety of our minds, and the dofenels of our 
apartment, we pafi our nights in a very uncomfortable manner. 
The weather is very fultry, and the high walls which furround us 
on all fides, leem calculated to prevent a free circulation of air. 
But we had moie important cares to engage our attention. From 
the wreck of our fortunes, we were intent to fave a fufficiency to 
C c carry 
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carry us to Europe, fhotdd k pleafe Ood to dcUver tu from diis 
rapacious tribe. I had about lool. left in Venetians and guinew^ 
which, with a gold watch, and a ruby ring of fome viduc^ I con- 
cealed in an handkerchief about my waift. My European fenrant 
ccmtrived alfi> to carry about him ibme pldures and trinkets £et 
with jewels, of mine, in his fa(h and turban. Mr. Hammond 
and the major made ufe of (imilar contrivances, to preierve thdr 
treafure. fiut the abundant riches of the latter became a grievous 
burden to him. He had lent the fupeicargo of the Advmturo 
looo p^odos, or 400I. refpondentia, m be paid at Suez. At our 
departure from Yambo he bad received this fum, and what with 
pagodas and rupees that he had befides, he could not at that ttnu 
be in pofie0ion of lefs than 1000I. in fpecie. A lar^ capital, and 
though fomewhat lefiened by our former travels, ftill confideraUe 
«nough to put him to great difficulties in the diijxiial of it. An 
heavy b^. of 50b Venetians was fufpended about Ibrahim'a waift^ 
and afforded us no little trial of thehone% and attachment of this 
Indian. The major's flave-boys were likevnfe encumbered with 
gold and filver ; and a prodigious faandfbme fwcuii, which . he had 
hitherto ftcveted in his bed, was now, for greater fecurity, tuddett 
in a bole under the flur-^e. The handle and fcabbard were of 
filver, higbiy wrought, aiul doubly gilt. This iword was valued 
at lOol. fterling, and was once the-fvc^srty of an eaftem princei 
Thefe meafures were adopted, from a fu^idoa that pur trunks 
would undergo a fcrutiny to-day, and that nothing but this cere- 
mony having hitherto been omitted, obilrufted our departure. It 
was our original misfoitune to be liunbered with too much b^- 
gage, and it h^ betn better that w« had committed el^ery thing to 
the waves at Cofire, than to have brought any packages .hufcpapera 
with the caravan. Its appearaace almoft warranted ithc eioggeran 
tion of the vulgar ; and the approach of the Eaglifli trav^krs, load-* 
ed with gold, precious ftonest and mer^hondizie, waaeveiiy whepi 
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-pQUiflioik Asiheyhad no idea cf people being kd by curioH^ 
or aosidentto vifit tiieir country, it Was very natural fot thian to 
p^ce our jocmey to die defire of gedn, and to confider us in the 
light of merchants. Inftead of coming heremth privacy**as we 
iiad fapliJhljr teHeved on the word of our condu^or-^it now ap^ 
pears, that we wem expected with impatl«ioe by %he principal in* 
habitants; and that our perfbns and our goods had only been 
transferred from one hand to another. To the bleffing of God 
only can we now- attrilxite the nioderati<»i of the fliaik of Cofire» 
and our pcefervation on the road hither. Our lives and property 
had been at the diipo^ of him and-^hts dependants, and we could 
not but fliodder to refieA qfi the company We had ^veiled with. 
6nt to be expofed to pillage in a Ituf e and populous town^ to 
vrfasidL merchants of Affermt countries refort, is oiily to be ex- 
pkainedby the {tronge ideaft tiiey entettEun of Our baggage, wluch 
diey will not feardi, though we ptefi them to do it/and wiH not 
ftiae, dunigfa inclined tt> po4Se6 it. Thus kept in a ftmggle beu 
tween avarice and fear, our journey is <klayed, our ^prdienfions 
awakened, and onr lives poffibly aid»igered, until the conffift 
fliall be decided in the breafts of thefe IpcHler^ ! ' 

We have &ea nothing of the young &iaSk fitice he received - lu^ 
jprcfent, nor <^ our hoft: Mahomet, fince he made us the fine pro-^ 
miiesof a Speedy departure. Ibrahim watched an opportunity 
this morning to flip out unobferved, and to accompany Abdul 
Ru£ar to fome Chriftian houfes. They wete du'eS«d to found theft 
people, refpefting the protefticoi they were inclined to afford us. 
To inow whedier they could harbor us m their houles. In caft 
we effected an efcape from our prilbn j or at leaft would ailtft id 
procuring 116 a beat, to accompliih: our flight under cover of the 
aig^ This negotiation was as froitlefs as all the others we hadi 
undertakea. N«thra- their defires to ferve us, nor the hopes of a 
good reward, were forciMe enough to command the interpofitia^ 
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of theic ChrUfiaos; csnfident as thej were tbat we laboted tmder 
the perfecotian of the gprerament. To fill up the meafnie of our 
diftiefs, the very boatmen, whom Ibrahim fpoke to diftantl; ob 
the fubjeft, pofitivcly declined to receive us on board without a 
pa^wrt. Once more then maft we ^e up the flattering prof^ 
fcB. d liberty, imd attend widi patience the ifiTue of our misfoO' 
tunes. 

It has been remarked by fome philofopher, that in every trial 
to which humanity is put, how numerous foever the illufions of 
Iwpe, there is ftill a fucceSion of caufes to revive this active prin- 
ciple, and to preferve the mind from the influence of defpair. It 
is apleaiiire to me to fublchbe to a ientiment, which \\o\M out 
io comfortable a truth to mankind, and which afcribes fo bene- 
volent a prqwrty to the divine ordination of events. Various had 
been the tuma of our fortune, but never had we k>ft light of an 
happy lequel. Even now, when all immediate iiiccour is denied 
ur, we look forward to a diftant pronuDe. The Indian Fakcer, 
whom we had not feen fince our arrival here, and whofe ablence 
we could only attribute to his having purfued lus journey, fol- 
lowed Ibrahim into the boufe, and offered to carry a letter to 
Cairo. He informed us of liis having been frequently denied ad- 
mittance to us, and urged us to difpatch him with all poflible 
^leed, that he might depart unnoticed. The gratitude of this 
poor Indian exdted our admiration, and we delayed not a moment 
to take advantage of his unexpeded offer. We peiuied a Hurt 
but pathetic letter to Mr. Baldwin at Cairo, acquainting him of 
out alarming fituation, and bagging his intereft with the bey to 
demand out releafe of this government. We had every realbn to 
believe that our letter from Cofire had not reached Mr. Baldwin, 
but we had a better foundadon for the fuccefs of this, as the 
bearer had evinced himfelf our friend, and was. in achara£ter 
that would rcndci' him unfufpc£ted. But to enfiue the deRvery of 
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it, as nmch As lay in cmr powers we printed the Fafceer with fivs 
dolLrc, and on the back of the letter delired Mr. ^dwin would 
pay him as much more, as a reward for his fidelity. The Indian 
was very thankful for this kindnefs* and after concealing the let- 
ter in hw turban, took leave of us with no little emotion. He 
luckily went out of the houfe unqueftloned by the porter; and 
we prepared ourfelves to recare the vizier, in a better temper o€ 
mind than we had been in for fame time paft. 

At two o'clock the minifter came, accompanied Mity by the 
rafcal Ally. We were glad to find that he was not unmindful 
of his'promife; and indeed he exceeded- otar expectations in the 
famptuous dinner he had provided for us. It confifted of thirty 
covers, wlurein various kinds of fifti, fl^, and towU were ferved 
Dp to our table. We had not feen fb plmtiful a meal for many 
a day, and were not backward in doing honor to it. The vizie; 
was particularly attentive in recommending the beft diihes to us, 
and feemed much pleafed at the appetite with which we ate. He 
relaxed entirely of lu$ ftate, and when the vi^hials were removed, 
he and Ally fet in for feri^us drinking. It was impoffible k^ us 
to eicape a dram. or two, which he forced upon us. But he would 
take no excufe from Ally, who being a MufTuUnan like himfelf, 
was called upon to keep him in countenance. The rum was oldj 
9nd coniequently potent, and did not require a great quantity to 
intoxicate thefe boon companions. The vizier's head howevev* 
was much the ftrongeft; and while the liquor only rendered hira 
more talkative, its effeAs upon Ally were mifchievous and alarmi- 
ing. He a£ted a thoufand extravagancies, and at length pulled 
one of the vizier's piftols out of his girdle, and fired it in the air. 
In this ftate of frenzy the piftol might as well have been directed 
at one of our breads, and we were very glad, in a few minutes 
after, to fee him fink upon the floor in a fit of ftupefaftion. ThiS 
afforded matter of great triumph to the minifter* who began to 
9 conceive 
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conceive an mfinite affe£Hon for us, talked o£ oarryfaig us home 
to an houfe more eligible for our xwcpdon, and in the fiilnefs of 
his heart, ofiered us horfes and guards to condud us through th$ 
city. He was very defirous to play a game of diefs with nie> 
when he underftood I was converfant with it, and we were enter- 
taining hopes of being benefitted in ibme fhape or other by this 
paroxyfin of kindnefs, when he was fuddoily overcome by deep. 
He ftretched himfelf upon the carpet on which he had been fit- 
ting, and all bur airy notions of rdief vahifhed with his waking 
thoughts. 

He had been upwards of an hour in this fituation, wBuen a 
meflenger brought a letter, the delivery of whidi was too inqior- 
tant to be dilpenfed with. We therefore ventured to wake thi 
. ininiftw, who I bdieve was afhamed to be found in fuch a man* 
iier. On perufing it, he iaid the contents concerned iis. That 
the ihaik of Banute had fent two boats to purTue us down tive 
Nile, under a fuppofition of our hainng puihed on for Cidro, and 
that tliey were now returned to foek us here. He bade us how- 
ever to rely on his prote£Bon, and to keep ourfelves quiet until 
thefe people had left the city, when he would ctifpatdi us wi& 
fafety. He then took his leave, not empty-handed, as during 
the vijit he had wheedled the major out of a Aiaul, which appears 
to be the chief obje£t of his defires. We had gained no ground 
in tins internew; and held the revival of the Banute ftory, as a 
mere feint to renew our apprehenfions, and to -conceal the real 
inotives <tf our detention. 

TUESDAY. 5th August. 

The prolpeft begins to grow darker and darker, and our de- 
parture feems to be more diftant than ever. We are utterly n^- 
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leAe4 bjr tiie fmnUy, and, in a manner, forf^en fay the world. 
Wq had feitt Ab4ul Ru£l^ to fearch for them in vam, when a- 
faouteieven o'clock he returned with Ally. Hewas juft rifen 
froDk hb bed, and the fiunes of the>tiquor were fcarcely evapora- 
ted from his brain. We were not lorry to iee him in a iituation, 
from which we had a chance of procuring fbme material intelli- 
gence. But he was a traitor in his ct^, and gare the lye to the 
notion that good Hquor wiU.make a rogue honeft. For my own 
part, I had been fo mortified at the d^avity of human nature, 
which, in the ihape of our landlord and his aflbciates, had not 
only ^nolated the rights of ho^itaKty, but repeatedly broken the 
nftoft tremendous oaths which could be taken in the fight of a juft 
God, that I was tempted at times to dilbwn My alliance to fuch 
a race. Oppre&d by one part of it» and unaflKled by another, 
whole rel^on ihould have enforced their compaflion towards us, 
it is not fiirprizing that we beheld them with an eye of abhor- 
rence and diftruft.. We had experienced that there was no fafety 
among them, and to the interpofition of ttte divine Power alone, 
could we loc^ for our deliverance. But the limplicity of Ibra- 
him led him to renew a confidence, lb often mifplaced. He gave 
niore credit to tke word of a MulTalman, and was the laft to fee 
into their fal^ood. He took great p^ns to worm out of Ally 
the fecret intentions of his brother. Repeatedly did he demand 
what they fought for from us, and as often did he proffer in our 
name to leave our bag^tge to them, provided they would convey 
us and our papers to a boat." Shame fi^quently appeared ih 
Ally's face during this interrogation; and it was not without 
the hefitation attadied to a guilty confcience, that he acknow- 
ledged they wanted more valuables. On this the major produced 
a fihrer mug, which he promifed to deliver to the brothers at the 
river-fi^. But Ally Would not be fatis&ed without a diamond- 
ring, which he had feen on the major's finger at Coiire. This 
■ a • was 
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was a ring of no inconflderable value, and had been imprudendy 
expo&d hj the major, at a momentt indeed, when he ^ not fi^- 
pe£t the mi&bief wUch was hatching agunft us. It would have 
been impoflible, perhaps, to have waved thts-demand, if the ma- 
jor had not luckily been in pofleffion of a pafte ring of nearly the 
fame fize, which he Jmpofed upon Ally for the diamond one. 
This ring and ^e filver mug were to be his, -vtdien he'performed 
his engagement of putting us into a boat. The fi^it (^ them 
feemed to rouze the fellow, and to ziumate his zeal in our behalf. 
He left us on the inftant, with a defign to feek his brother, 
and to fee what could be done for v^. As an eameft of his good 
intentions* he left word with Abdul Ruflar below, that he would 
provide a dinner for us, wMch we were likely to have gone with- 
out before. We faw nothing of, turn however imtil two o'clock, 
when he brought ys a very fcanty and indifferent dilh of fiih 
ftewed in oil. We could not help murmuring at our condition, 
and the rafcal apologized, as well as he could, for the badnefs of 
the victuals. We were now left to ourfelves forthereft of the day, 
to fi>tve if poflijble the intentions of our eneoiies, and to deliberate 
in vain on the beft raeafures to guard againft their malignity. 

In the evening. Ally brought his brother to us, whom we had 
not obtained a fight of for the three laft days, thou^ fuppofed 
to be under the fame roof with .us. Nature had been very juft to 
this man, as the villainy of bis difpofition was vmtten in legible 
characters in his countenance. He was in a manner dtagged up 
tp our apartment, and his prefent appearance would not have 
difcredited a king's evidence at the OM'B^ey. He hung his 
head, though poffefled of an infinite ftock of alTurance, and the 
frivolous reafons which he afligncd for his abfence, were the 
plaineft proofs of his guilt. He now joined with Ally in feem- 
ing eameft for our departure, and which he alTured us nothing 
delayed but the fearch of our baggage. This ceremony he under- . 
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ilood* was to be performed in the moiiung. and he fully difco- 
vered his prii^ciples, by defiring us to fiifter,biin . and Ally to tn- 

'ipo^t QUI baggage before the vixier came to do it. There was a 
time when this propo&l would have been treated with the con- 
tempt it deferved ; but our immediate dependence on thefe fel- 
lows, obliged us to Men to it >yith complacency. We were 
aware of their knavifh defignsy but we confidered our e^eda as 
the clog which impeded our courfe j and a Uvelier picture cannot 
be exhibited of our fitoation, than the ^eacUnefs with which we 
accelerated the hour, wbifih might leave us deftitute of the com- 
inpn neccflaries of hfe. Our c^ratijws were now confined to the 
cAitaining of our enlargement. We thought only of refunung 

- pur journey. The, means of accompliChing ib arduous an under- 
taking, were entirely left to the direction of ch^^e. 

WEDNESDAY,-6th August. 

This is the fixth day of our arrival at Gbinnah, and we are as 
perfect Grangers to the place as the hour we c^fOe here. Our 
view is- Hmited to the ftreet in which we Uve, and which w^ .peep 
into from our windows^ th^t u'e^ry fhaoll aadytry high^ Here 
our faces engage the. attenticfft of paflengers, many of .whom are 
bcought by curiofi^ to view M&t tjae det^Qtioa a4a4 iH ufage-of 
European travellers having m^ no :ht{le. noife '^bout the city. 
But companion is thft. only medicia^ they cari ^ord u&. Al- 
thoijgh pur.cafq isl^nown, we, have little .chajKC of relief under 
fo precari<>us a gw|t^vi>ent, where .the rujiag maxim, feems to be, 
thatthewe^^firie,miifl!g9t?o.^hfi(waU., ,i : ', ^ . , . _ 

It is our fortune ^iftfe- mqrs Wem-ifti tlja pity of the faire? part 

of the (;rdai»^ni4 and tP &>d tendej-iK^ ^d- humanity a^ooong the 

members of an Arab tribe. Exadlly oppofite to our prifon.is the 

hsra^ <?f ?f map .of . fome conf^vensti, if wc can judg^ of him 
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from the number of his women. It was but .two days ago that 
we difcovered wc were the objefb of thefe females' r^ard j who, 
when the fun goes down» come tripping by pairs to the front of 
their terrace, and, by Hgns and falutations, enquire into our weU 
fare, and lament tbeir inability to relieve our diflrelles. Some of 
theie women are beautiful, and all well made j and they make no 
fcruple to appear before us unvuled, at no greater diftance than 
the breadth of a narrow Areet. It would be an eafy matter for 
us to dlfcourfe together, with the help of our interpreter, were we 
not afraid, in our critical fituation, of incurring fu^icion and 
idanger. We find &tisfa£tion, however, in this dumb intercourfe. 
Unavailing as thor fympathy muft prove, our vanity is not the 
leTs flattered by it. We have retorted upon our oppreflbrs with- 
out defign, and triumph over them in the tendereft point I 

Before we had breakfafted, our hoft and his brother vifited us, 
to make the propofed fearch. We readily opened our trunks ta 
them, and they were not a little furprifed to find nothing but 
linen and deaths, where they expe6:ed at leaft to light upon 
|»ece-goods, jewels, and money. They took, however, two hand- 
ibme diina bowls, a box of cut Trichinopoly ftooes, half a dozen 
ihcets, and a Turkilh habit from the major; and from me a 
Turkifh coat only. Mr., Hammond's trunks efcaped their 
hands. We were much altoniibcd at this moderation,, but fup- 
pofe an i^prehenfion of the viner's catching them in the faO-, 
occafioned thnr haftf retreat. As they were going aw&y,- Ally 
' ftjud until his brother was out of hearing, and then afted' tlve 
major in a whifper, ta let him fecrete the filver mng which wa» 
promifed lum in the boat. It unluckily flood on the window^ 
feat with the remuns of the rotor's breakfaft, and without wjut- 
ing for an anfwer. Ally toc^ it up, and marched with it down 
ftairs. 
We had ftarcely got rid of tbele plunderers* when the vizier 

and 
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and his train made thdr appeanmce. They were very rigid in" 
thdr fcrutiny, until they came to a box belcmging to me, which 
contained a padut and letters of confequence. The manner in 
Which this box wai fecured, with naik and wax-doth, gave them 
hopes of being wdl rewarded for dior trouble. But when the 
lid was taken off, and the contents were difplayed, never was fuch 
furprife feen, as was betrayed in the countenances of the vizier 
and his adherents. They fetmed to awaken as from a dream, 
and after conferring together with evident marks of dilappoint- 
ment, they pre^ntately retired, notwithftanding our remon-' 
ftrances, that they would finilh the examination, and permit us 
to depart, though at the expence of our b^gage. 

We had fent Abdul Ru^ abix)ad to procure intelligence, and 
he returned with the news, diat a boat was on the point of let- 
ting out for Cairo. He had founded the nokidati, to know 
what he would do in our behalf; who, in defiance of bribery, 
would only venture to convey a letter ffH* us to that city. As 
nothing could be effeded towards our efeape, we were content to 
addrefi another letter to Mr. Baldwin, relating the new troubles 
we had met with, and the necefHty of his immediate afliftance, to 
deliver us from the perils which environed us. This letter 
Abdul Roffiu: carried vrith great fecrecy to the nokidah, who, 
in omlideration of a prefent, undertook to deliver it to Mr. 
Baldwin. 

■ In the afternoon the vizier repeated his \Tfit, under pretence of 
taking down our names, and making out the pafs for our de- 
parture. The conduft of this man towards us had been truly 
fingukuv He had courted us for his own views, and he had de- 
cdved us without any apparent motive. He had taken indeed 
many things from us in a polite way, but when he had an op- 
portunity of fatisfying his avarice with the choice of our move- 
ables, he fhrunk back, as if alhamed or afraid to perfevere in his- 
D d 2 intoitions. 
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intentions. This palpably {hews that there is a ruling authority 
to which he is accoxmtable, and to which we are indebted for our 
iecurity to this hour. He'pofitively told tis that we fhould go at 
night, and our holt &s pdfmvely promiied us his camels, to 
tranlfXHt us and .our baggage to the river-fide. At fix o'clock 
our hoft came, but it was only to inform us, that the )'oung 
ftiaik had ran away to Cofire with the boat-money. We could 
not at firft think fo ill of our conductor, but our holtaffured us, 
that we had feen our laft of him. More money was now de- 
manded for the hire of a boat, but we had fo long perfifted in the 
&orj of our money being all eiqKnded^ that we could not have 
produced any, without confirming thdr opinion of our wealth. 
This fcUow, however, had the addtefs to obtain the fword from 
the m^or, which had been refuScd to the vizier, and had been re- 
deemed, with fuch trouble, from the clutches of the foldier. 
This fword he now demanded upon the footing of a former pro- 
nufe J .and the major thought proper to gratify his wiflies. Ho 
has been a material fufierer during the trinfa£tions of this day. 

THURSDAY. 7th August. 

We were at breakfaft upon ripe figs and breads for which we 
were indebted to the attention of AbduJ Rufi*ar, who is our ca- 
terer at fuch times as our hoft neglefts us, when two of the vizier's 
people entered the room, accompanied by our hoft and his father. 
The laft is an old man, and nM only privy to the iniquitous con- 
du£t of his fons, but a tormenting folicitor lumfelf for any thing 
that comes within his view. The trite tale of the Banutecav^lry 
bang returned for money, was once more attempted to be inif- 
pofed upon us ; but we had learned to parry the attack* by die- 
firing them to convey our baggage to the horlemen,. who were 
welcome to difpofe of it as they thought fit. This liberal oiSer 
I did 
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dl4 not fuit their defigns. It was the ipcde which they locked 
fotj and it feemed as if they began to fufpe£t that we did not keep 
it among our baggage. From looo dollars, which thefc mock 
agents at firft demanded, they fejl at once to loo, then to 80, 60, 
40, and at length to 20 dollars ! The vizier's adherents foon re- 
tired, wh^ they found themfelTOs treated in fo cavalier a manner, 
and left us to difcufs the matter with Mahomet. This is the 
Cerberus whom we are to gain over, if the door to our efcape is 
to be opened to us. We have tempted him with many a fop, but 
his price is yet to be reached* if it be in his power to permit of 
our depaiture. We condefcended to affure him, that we had not 
the money to iatisfy this demand -, but that, to oblige him, we would 
give up our filver fpoons, which we ufed at our table, and which 
were equal to the value oi twenty dollars. He appeared to liAen 
with great attention to this propofal^ but luddenly recoUefting 
himfelfj he paufed for a moment, and told us, that without a let- 
ter £^pptk usj fpecifying that he had received no money from us, 
he could concern himielf no further about our affairs. The 
jcfFrontery of this Arab ejtceeded, if poflible, his depravity. He 
ticked. as if las .endeavors had been exerted for our good; and 
htsl^tbe language of friendship anlkl the daily prafHce of in- 
jultics. ; We were, therefore, not a little rejoiced to find, that our 
hoft did not quietly enjoy the fruits of his villainy. On inquir- 
ing into tlie neceffity of giving him fuch a letter, we learned that 
the e?yrn's .people threatened to pillage his houfe, and to (hare 
with him the 1000 ven^tidns which he was reported to have ob- 
tained from us. A declaration under our hands of its falfity, 
would ftide the report, and preferve his property from being left 
to, the mercy of an enraged populace. We had been fo little 
accuftomed to truth irj this country, "that we were become fcep- 
tics in every thing,, which did not immediately fall under our own 
ob&rvatioa. This fellowi however, had evidently fome reafon 

for 
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for his fears, and, in order to dlfcover their origin, we dif- 
miffed him with a promife of furnilhing him with the paper he 
wanted. . ■ - 

Ibrahim informed us, that he had been frequently prelTed by 
Ally, to go abroad with him at unieafonable hours. This beha- 
viour awakened our fufpicions, that Come foul play .was intended 
to this faithftil domefttc; and we accordingly cautioned blm not 
to truft himielf in Ally's company. But by a ftrange infatua- 
tion, he neglefted this admonition; and by- venturing out of 
doors, when we had l^d down to take our afterno<ni-nap, fell 
into the net which was Ipread for him, and very nearly involved us 
in the danger we were moftly to apprehend. He returned about 
five o'clock in a ftat£ of intoxication, and could hardly find words 
to explain the caule of it, when he became quite befide himfelf. 
We gathered, nevcrthelefs, from him, that Ally had met and 
inveigled him into a coiFee-houfe, under pretence of treating him 
with a-dilhof co&ec. That he had tailed fomething particular 
in the coffee, and would not be prevailed upon to ftay, when he 
found his head begin to grow giddy. That villain. Ally had 
doubtlefs introduced an opiate into the cup j and whatever his 
view was, it was baffled by the refolution of Ibrahim, who forced 
his way home In that condition^ and di^layed a condu£t we <Ud 
not g^ve him credit for before to-day. The major's bag of vene- ' 
tians was ftill about him j but it was imponibli; fw us to know» 
what intelligence might not have been drawn from him in fudi ft 
fituation. He was by no means addicted to liquor j. and though 
he would not refufe his dram when on board the Adventure, he 
had fo long abAained from Ipirits, that we were convinced he had 
not been aflifting to his own intoxication. We had the greateft 
confidence in his honefty and attachment, but we dreaded the dif- 
coveries which he unknowingly might have made. We were 
anxious to fuppofe that no harm had yet been done, and hurried 

him 
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hihi to bed in An inner apartment, where we watched him like a 
child, that he might not get down ftairs, or hold any converla- 
lion with Mahomet or Ally, until he wa^fobcrcd again. Thefe 
Uood-hounds followed the fcent which the latter had hit off, and 
came up repeatedly, under pretence of talking to Ibrahim about 
our departure. But wc were aware of their intentions, and hin- 
dered thor waking or getting any accefs to him. It would not 
have been fo eafy for us to have prevented the intrufion of the vi- 
zier, and we trembled for his appearance at this moment. I can 
declare, for myfetf, that I have not experienced the poignancy of 
diftrefs until this accident i by which we find ourfelves brought 
to the brink of deftru£tion, through the fttnplicity of one of our 
bwn attendants. The morning, we hope, will reftore him to a 
ienie of his folly, and difpel the cloud which thickens around us. 

FRIDAY, 8th August. 

The occurrences of tlus day have been fo croudcd, fo ftrange, 
uid fo hefting to humanity, that the reader will doubtlefs offer 
a plea to himiislf for the irregularity of a narrative, which' was 
taken down late at night, and while our fates wereftill in all the 
, horrors c^ imcertainty. The defire of bong held in the memory 
of mankind, even awuts us to the mouth of the grave j and how^ 
ever bi^ous the danger, a liberal mind cannot bear the idea of 
going out of the world by an oblcure and unknown track, while 
there is a chance of tranfinitting its Aiffinings, its fortitude, and 
its refignation, to the regard of polarity. And {hould it pleafe 
God to pormit this journal of our diftrefies, to furvive the general 
wredi v^ich threatens our lives and property, it may have the 
merit of difcloiing to others, the perils which attend the traveller 
through this favage clime; and to warn him by our examples, of 
the little credit he fhould repofe in the &n£tity, the hofpitality of 
lo the 
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tlie Arabs ;, for which virtues they have been falfdy celebrated by 
uninformied hiftorians ! 

The morning had paffcd as ufual, in fufpence-and diftruft of 
thefe people's intentions, nor did any thing occur to fwceten our 
daily potion, but the repentance of Ibrahim, aftd the b^aviot* of 
the poor women whom I before mertttoned to have taken notice 
of us. Immured in a fimilar confinement, they fek f or our fitu- 
ation, and partook of our troubles. The tale of our difafters had 
certainly reached their ears, as they enquired by figns whether we 
had cloaths left, or viCltials to eat. - Aftuated by our melancholy 
geftures to fuggeft the worft, thefe' tender-liearted creatnres 
brought fruit and fugar-canes, all they could probably laytheir 
hands upon, and thtew them by ftealth acrofs the ftreet to our 
terrace. This humane ta(k they were employed in fot half an 
hour and more, when they difappe^red, on our adveitifing them 
of the arrival of vifttors. 

The alarm was falle, for it was only Abdul Ruffar, who was 
returned from reconnoitring the motions of the enemy. In his 
walk he had been encountered by fome Chnftian merchahts, who 
now recommended to us, to get a letter privattly writtefr ik> "tfie 
Shaik Ul Arab, complaining of the iifage v6 had mot m^> and 
imploring his proteftion. -They not only -advilod' this eKp^ieat, 
but promifed to forward the letter for «s, in^ the fu<ic«l& of 
which they implicitly confided. We -could not- ik> '-bottCT, we 
thought, than follow the opinion of -thofe of our own peithafion,; 
and we had actually di^atc^ed bur agents to them upan tiiis 
errand, when the fcheme was unknowingly overfet by tbe hia- 
jor. We had alt along confidered oiirfeWesi.as clofe-pififoi^S} 
and the major refolved to make an eflfort to get into the ^eet, 
to be certified of the worft of ouf fituationu He found the 
door locked, and knocking to get it opened by the porter who 
conflantly attended without, the ^rnily were al^H-med, and came 

in 



y Google 



jbrjiumlsers "ta^prtvcniltihistfn^ang this paflage. A ftruggte en- 
£i8<P^4Elndr-the'ni!k}«P thodght'futt^nt to deflft from/ and te- 
turnodiipiftairs Withiicnn* '{tenants, who vfttt detained at home 
hy- ttu9 untoward accident, ; . ' 

- While'Kve were con&lting on Tome remedy for this dJTappoint-' 
Bxent^ ikr 'body. of>^K>pLe^saks-vip toour apaitmentriilhered by out 
hoftJ Ittie^nncipfllsweilirJiii old'lataian, and W drelTed in a^ 
hirlcb'idhe,' who told uar (faat he Ws the hakeem <m' governor of 
the towp,'and'had'foeen cbihmEmded by the Shaik Ui Arab, his 
Qofor, to t)riEBlup:iaaider Hisfpotft^ion ; to enquire iMo the par-' 
ticnlars.ofjtheiiijixrieS'WhKh weJiad fiiihuned; and to tranfmit 
a faithful: abcouiit «f us ta the fhaik, who would fee juftiee d<Hie' 
to 3IS, let wh^oever be the aggreSbr. Our fpirits had long been 
ki want of a cordial'to revivie them, and this fpeech operated very 
^warfuEy upon /dieih. The appeianuice of thefe <^cer6, and the; 
authority wldchlhey took upon them, gave crettit to their wofds. 
We conftdered ouriehr^ as diitii^iibed by the cobips^on <tf the 
fiiaiki'thoi^ we could not difcover by what providential acd- 
deat.thsha^^ffifiour diiafters hat} come to -Us-, knowledge. But 
dUted.i!rwe.wert:by this.fadden change in our afiairs, and con- 
fiaiBntastheiiakaehi's oflenwas to oui^ hopes-'of revenge, Wc-were; 
too well aware of the imftable ftate of an Arabian government, 
to' he led aftray by a falfe emblem of power. The event proved' 
diat witdidnot 5U^ muchamiis; and that it '» dangox^us to 
make tnemies in a "body, where We ate not afliired of friends. 

Before the aflembly had meU ftated themfelves, the maier arri- 
ved,, and tbok-his place among them. He betrayed a downcaft 
and irr^lute countenance and I obierved him to look <^<n at 
Us, to guefs,Iiitppoib at our intentions. I «ndoavor<d t6 clear 
his doubts with a fmile. In reply to the hakeem, we declared our 
fcruples ta prefer complaints, ftrangers as we were to the coun- 
try, and unaflured of protection. On this we were urged by 
E e moft 
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iiv>(l preftlit to a plwti rtduA of fa£tj, vrhieh A«y faid wal but 
du4 to th« bonor of their nafter. whofe eh^nacr would fufo 
by the mahtrestmsnt of ftrangoij^ who were fiiSered to feave hia 
dominions without redrefs. Ibrahim on this adviied ua togire a 
general ftatemevt of o«tr loflfs, without fpscif^dng the names of 
ear 9ppi[e0cnii;/wi«tch wo4ld.i{(itMeaa0i>e, aodftUl obtain ua 
tbo p'Ote^ion q| the gw«miB<:iltto Had this couik&l been follow- 
^ it iwght b0ve turned ovt betteti tboaigh it ia impoffihle for 
^lign^ )j!dg<°SQt to dttvmlm it. The aiamination begui un- 
iof t)w» r^/^fHoB, and.IVniunje^iffid Jbadcy fsms of isone}! 
MtA^)!ticl9$.of y!ilv»w«:ba$tl)«Wd«prb«daf, fay tfce arts and mci. 
VS^ ^P«ri98e UDliiw>wt> The vizier fats in the drde like s 
private man* and. liAsnod. in filence to the account of the robbe- 
ri^j in which he f^coed iaJislied not to be declared an accom-i 
^ine, B,ut th» zai of Ajidul Ru&r quickly altered tbis peace- 
^Ifi- (iteiiSk . I had obferved. him. fitting' ia s oocner, with in-. 
4i^t«t lQQks( and; reftUfs pollwiea, wbea, unaUe to bear with 
tlM ^Usiny. of lus countrymen any lon^, he ftarted up, ami 
posting to bis Qwa nsxk at a piedgafor oar {aittf^hs.meot 
up. t<>,tbe hakcesi, and pronounced' akiid, that oar dcnUta <i£ 
prptn^wt' pieveoicdt the truth, from appearing inr. its pn^ec 
colorst Tbat^ to his knowloc^, our hoft Mahomet had for- 
ged ivonf^ ^id e&£ls &om ua; and that the vizier himftlB' 
1)14. defjcaudtfd vs: of fltaals a^d other things to -a :cbnfiderable 
amount. But the integnty and courage of this poor fi^Wi 
mbt. with, a vAry, unworthy recompence. He bad built more 
than oudelves vpon^ the jregal .^Lutfaonty, . vhidi. could not,, in 
t^ ^fifSsn^ of .the fhaik's officers, flii^ him from dai]ge£:and 
d}%r9c^. The-'VizfKr rolc' abruptly .from .his feat,, and- :h^£ 
dns'isg his, f>bi;«, would bajre flnpptd Ut conntrymait in Ma 
tale, had he not been luckily prevented by. thofe »ear him. 
The aflenihly broke up in confufian,.and^we. could not. but 
.3 be 
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be ilarmed f« e«V iiiraftftty flt^ fiich a taoHieftt.' WpfeBhti* 
was Alj*jl Saffitt' d^livertB^A)** oni-eieaiy, thi»h\e chcounKr- 
ei oSan matt bitter' in ehe hofl arid Ms fenffly, who fell fdtl- 
onfly on-liim-iB the prefcnce'of flw halcecm,'and it was with 
mach^diSicdltT' thatwe refcueil him frotn their hahds, 'at'tht Ix- 
jKDceofliikbhtiryhkiylsJ' But the ftehe did not canclnde heri. 
To mBlt»^i6d'o&r'hai{'4 kffii^n, that evtty dne is ibfoltlte iit 
his own hotiie, -lie turned the vizier, hakeem/ ahd all the fhaik's 
officers out of doors,- and told them deridih^y, to go "and confiilt 
dft«rllci«.';Our fbtthftii (ioilielHc wtoold fidn have folldwid'them, 
bttttienia8pi«veACed; wMch-'tb intibiidated IniA, that dreading 
tberefentment of tile familyi he came unobftrved to onr terrace; 
aoA dropped himfelf thirty ftet -at kaft-, fium a pei-peftdicular 
hag^t, into the ftreet. He efcaped j but not, we apprelietld; \rtth- 
datldmc^ra^orcontufibn, from ib'delperatea leap. '' 

■ TMt lUniiA had^lcarcdy fuiilided, when one of i mdrer ftr!6aS' 
and infulting nature enlixed. Apprehenfive of a difcovery, and* 
p«h^'W>*ry of eatt^g iboat foch a load, Ibrahim had depofi-' 
ted the bag' <tf Tonetitos whidt he was charged with, irt the cor- 
i>erx>f a dark room which hdd fire-wood. The majAr was appil-' 
zed'of tlus ftep, and might vtij well be fatisfied of the fecofityof 
his treafure. But the prying diipofition of the family furmouht- 
ed onr precaution, Ibrahim had been met coming oat of this 
reiom by Ally, before the arrnral of the hakeem and his com- 
pany^ Saf^cion is ever on the watch, and gives a motive to' 
everf aftion that falls nnd» >t9 obfervation. The late difpute, 
in wMcb he bail borne fe id&ve a part, had not driven it 
from thia fellow's mind ; who, vrhen all was quiet agaift, ftole' 
up^ fefily t» the room' which had evcited his cttrldrtty. Ibfa- 
him by good fortune ftw him enter it, and ctying loudly for af-' 
fiftance, tin-Hswaia die place wWch concealed the money. 
He was heard and. foHewed by the major and my GuVopeaii 
E e 2 fervant. 
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ierrant, vrfio /ound him at the room-door ftniggKng for. ihe^ 
bag, which Ally had Tecured, and would havereti^tfidvyith.- 
Numbers however prevaited; and the b^g was, picfently i^cemed:, 
from the ra^l'sgripe, wharetired, muttering ve^giBaitc^f^jMA^iM*. 
^e had foon reafon to lament this unfortt(n«te dilcpveiT:. 
It awakened a new fpirit of avarice in- ^r .'hoUifeir «Q^i^ptiiigot«d: 
bimin his exaggerated ideas of our we^I^. :Hp jcAst&vp[.iUies/ 
attended by the informer Ally and bis fervants, ar^ied with -fwords . 
and Ipears, to demand the contefted treafure. W& liad expe^isd:> 
this, and ill ihe .interval, the major l^jtf^e tp.chartge .t^ h^ 
of Venetians for one 9f rupees^ whic^ vi^w. not^ twentieth p»rt itof 
value. The gold was again committed to IbraUm's .waift, ^nd 
the filver was carelefsly thrtxwa into one, of the trunks. The de- 
ception fucdeeded ; and, after fomc altercation, the tKig.w^s pro- 
duced ^rom the trunk, and i(mp(^ upon Ally.i9>Jt;tH^oncthtt 
he had feized upon.. The bulk was neai^ the lame, thovgh iio- 
tbing but the con&ifion he was in, can account- ^ his nojr 
diftinguiihing the difference between the wei^t -ef the |;<^ and 
fUver. -Thou|^ this a£Vion was. nothing, kis tha^, a robbery, 
tbefe Arabs were willing to give it a. more favorable t6rm, . and* 
i^d, that they took it on condition of providmgiU^.witha'hDat,. 
and accelerating our departure. There w^j fom^thing too grofs; 
in this behavior to amufe us with expeftation.; but wc were as 
ready as themlelves to fave appearances, and< to cpnceaL> oi|r, moi^ 
tification at being ful^efled to fuch violence.. Some of oruV com^ 
pany had propofed manual refiftance ; and a mufltet wad a^ually, 
t^en up on the occafion, which was laid down upon acdnvicF-' 
t^on of the folly of oppofition, whereour lives were not concerned, . 
in a country fo inimical to Chriftians, and £0 fevere in its decrees- 
againft thofe, who, however juftly, have dipped ttidf haiMtsrin 
the blood of a Mahometan. We adopted, a mid41e.'C0ur^, and. 
fo Ssa maintained our dignity, as to infift up<mth4. hoft'sdif- 
5 milling 
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mifling. his fcrvants before we would treat with him. This he 
eafily complied mth« and recdved the bag coiltiunHig eighty- 
Ssvai rupees, with many aflurances of fidelity, and promifps to 
efie^ionr. deliverance from this city. 

Qurhoftjpftified the opinion we entert^ned of him. So far 
fjl^n: peeping his word, and endeavoring to ferve us, in return' 
for the money he had extorted, he only left us, to contrive ftHne 
xne^o^.to make fure of our remaining treafure. In leis than 
half, an hour, he, returned, accompanied by .two villains, who 
called ' themfelves the Servants of the Shi^k Ul Arab, and wha 
prodaced a ps^r, which they termed his order to ftarch our 
ba^9ge. Thotigh we could not but doubt the authenticity pf thisr 
paper, we were far from oppofing a Ineafure which we had fo o^ten 
folicited-j and which we hoped would' deliver us from further 
perfecytion on this head. It is too cutting to my refleflion to 
recount the particulars of this fcrutiny, which was conducted 
rather with the violence and indecency of a robbery, than with 
the forms of a fearch. Not a fingle thing efcaped the hands of 
thefe fellows, that was of the leaft value. Mr. Hammond, 
among other articles,' loft a. pair of filver-mounted piftols, which 
he had hitherto preferved,' and they plundeffed the maj<»- of his 
filver fpoons, a filver urn handfomcly chafed, and weighing above 
fifty ounces, which he had in vain concealed within fome kitchen- 
uteniils, belides a ^antity of linen to a confiderable amount.. 
^tffTA me they took a fUver hookah^ a/et of gold buckles, tw» 
pieces of Indian hankerchiefs, a gold brocade wuftcoat, and a- 
Tuckifli gown,, which, at die loweft calculation, were worth aoo- 
dollars. I left the room while this fcene was tran{a£ting, as it 
was to the U£t degree grating to my nature, to behold, unre- 
yenged, fo daring an outrage againft all divine and human laws.. 
They retired about eight o'clock in the evening, loaded with their 
i^ils, and we threw ourfelves upon the floor, to endeavor to -get 
, " fome. 
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fpme repofei after a day fpent in uproar, altercation, ^d fa-t 
tigue : infomuch that we had not l^furb t» take a proper rofreih- 
ment. It is no wonder if our reft was difturbed, and our ima- 
gination haunted with gloomy ideas, under fuch peculiar cifcum- 
ftances. We could obferve from our windows a ftrong guard to 
be pofted about the houfe, with camels ready (addled at thtf 
door, but for what purpofe we knew not i whether to takti us to 
the boat, or to any place more fiiitable to their black defigns. 
We were deprived of our fervant, who ufed to provide us witK 
the neceflaiies of life, and were to truft to chance for the mor^ 
row, fhbuld it ever dawn upon our eyes, after the uhparallded' 
treatment we had fuffered. Guilt might poffiUy be touched 
by the ftings of diftruft and fear j and to quiet the(e momtors, 
it was uncertain how much fUrAer our perfecutors would plunge 
themielves into the aby& of wickednefs. In the variety of this 
diftrefs, life was ftiD dear ; and, divefted as it was of eafe and en- 
joyment, we ilept with arms in our hands, to preftrve it from 
wolence ! ' , 

S A T U R D A Y, 9th August. 

The dawn relieved us from our apprehenficms, but found us in 
all the agitations of fufpence. We were chiefly diftrefTed at the 
abfencc of Abdul Ruffar. We knew not what mifchance might 
have befeUen him, in his attempt to cfcapc the death which was 
intended him j and we were a^ a I06 to fumifli ourlelves witK 
provifion for the day. There was a riik attended the going 
abroad of Ibrahim, after the adventure of yefterday i and we had' 
not much dependence on the charity of the family, who had' 
already fbrfeted every pretenfion to humanity in bur eftimatibhV 
We had luckily a little coffee left, which we boiled, and made 
out a breakfaft with the ftalc bread of yefterday. About an hour 

after 
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after this, a fervant of the houfe onexpeftedly brotight tis np 
feme milk mixed with water, with a fcanty allowance of bre^. 
We underftood that we wa*e indebted to our hoft for this meagre 
repaft« but we neither faw him, his brother, nor any living crea* 
tures but at a lUftance, durir^ the whc^ morning. Amoitg^thefe 
•vac oat kind friends in the oppofite houie, to whom <mlj we 
BOW appear to be of the kaft confequence. Thefe cotnpafSonatd 
females had been alarmed at the tumult in oar apartment on the 
preceding evening. I had obferred ^lem, at the time, frequently 
peep over thor waH, to fee wkat was gang on, and ^cm- 
ingly anxious about the con&quences. Nor had they exhan^ed 
their attention towards ns.. At the ftill hour of noon^ wheit 
the ftreets arc deferted by the people, they came to th«r tertacci 
and with fympathizing looks would hxvfi confolcd our fiifierulgs^. 
Often did they vrrpc their eyes which were fuffiiied with teOr^, aftJ 
as ofiten did they inquire, by the moft ligraficant figns, «het9Af 
oiir lives had beoi endangered during the tran&£tion$ of the pad 
day. Notmthftanding our fcMrlom condition, we fhonld hars 
little defervcd the name of men, if dus behavior had fatled to 
make a foitable impreffion upon our minds. Like the cordial 
which is adminiftered to the dying patient, it fcrved to reiove our 
^irits, though we were ienlifole its efiefts were temporary and 
mfufficient. Their gencrofity^ was equally extended to oar; 
wants. Naturally fappofing that we were tinted in ourncmj. 
riflunent in fuch anr inho^table houfe, thefc aifcftionate fouls' 
tiirew over loaves of bread and boiled e^s, tied up carefully in. 
their vaite, which came fafcly to us, and would- have proved a 
plenti&l fiipply,, if fomcthirtg extraordin^y had not difturbed 
them while taken up with thifr charitable aft. We are appit- 
ftcnfivc that they were dilcovered aflifting us by their keeper;, 
and, as they did not appear to us again, that they arc doomed' to 
ftrifter confinement, for exerting an- impulfe of benevolence to 
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*l*elrfeUow-creatm«s JH diftfefs! No;breaft but a Muffui|n^*s, 
could harbor a jealous tiiought on fuch an.-occarK>n, or con* 
found a principle of compalHon with an amoroos incfination to- 
wards perlbns iii our fituation. 

A^ut two o'clock the fame fervant whom wc had km before, 
brought us a wretched compofition of eggs ^d oil, whvth, fpr my 
part. I found it was impoiUbleto touch. I was content, therefore, 
to ^dapt my meal to our prifbn, and dined upon bread and wa- 
ter. At this moment we had notice given us, -that the hakeem, 
and his train were b^ow ftairv Eind that hepurpofedto remove 
us in the evening from this hateful habitation. He prefently 
came up to us, to confirm this agreeable intelligence, and received 
our cordial acknowledgments for his humane intentions. We had 
experienced many reverfes of fortune fmce our arrival in this 
country, but none fo fudden, fo unlooked-for, as the present* 
Krom the circumftances which attended the hakeem's expulfion 
3^eflerday, we little expected to fee him re-enter the houfc in tri- 
imiph, and refcue us from the force which, had Co fuccefsfully opn 
pofed him before. But it feems that he comes armed with new 
powers from the Qmk, to take us immecUately under his own 
protection. It is not eafy to Unravel the politics of this ftate ; but 
the dccifive behavior of our hoft laft night, is a prefumptive cvi- 
-dpnce of his "authority being about to draw to a ccmclufioh. He 
has plundered us of all he could lay his hands upon, and he wife- 
ly abfents himfelf at a period when he either cannot, or does not^ 
think it worth his while to detain us. We found from the ha- 
keem, that Abdul Ruflar is fecurely lodged in bis houle, tho' his 
legs and feet are violently contu&d by the fall. We are happy in 
his fafety } but the damage which tiiis faithful adherent has fuf- 
t£uned in our caufe, cannot but ftrongly afied us. The hakeem 
now bade us farewell until fun-let, when he promifed to return 
with a camel and an efcort, to convey us and our baggage to a 
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dwelling of his own. To prevent the family from ^ving us any 
further difhirbance, he left a fervaot at the door of our apartment, 
whom he directed to keep watch during his abfcnce. 

There was" no danger, however, of our being molefted in the 
fmalleft degree. The houfe appeared to be abandoned by its in- 
habitants ; and this foUtude luckily afforded the major an oppor- 
tunity of recovering his coftly fword, from the hole in which it 
had been depofited. This he once more fewed up in his bed; 
and we had packed up the remaina of. our baggage, long before 
the appointed hour of our removal. We waited with great pa- 
tience until tiie day cloied, and it was quite dark before any of us 
betrayed the leaft uneaiinefs at the hakeem's flay. But as the night 
waxed old, we relapled into the dreadful ftate of uncertainty which 
we had fo repeatedly known. We had not a doubt of the vera- 
city of the hakeem ; but we began to fufpefi .that our enenues 
Itad prevjuled againfl him, either by fccret intrigues or open, vio- 

. lence. We were apprized of their animofity, and we had every 
thingtp dread from their fuccefs. It was ten o'clock before this 
gloomy profpefl was diiEpated, by the arrival of the hakeem. He 

' came attended by a party of foldiers, and a camel to tranfport our 
baggage. - The villain Ally ha4 now the aflorance to Ihew him- 
ielf, and to fuperintend the removal of our things. Before we 
went out, the hakeem obliged ua to prime our fire-arms anew» 
and dropped certain expreflions which feemed to Ibrahim to im- 
ply danger on the road. Had we been convinced of an ambufcade 
being laid for us, we (hould rather have preferred to encounter it, 
now we were patronized by the government, than to have remain- 
ed in an houfe, which had been a fcene of mortification and deceit 
to us. The die was caft, and we were to abide by its decifipn; 
which we did, by marching after our camel and fervants, who help- 
ed to carry the baggage, accompanied by the hakeem and his 
guard. Each of the fervants took a lifted taper in his hand,. 
F f and, 
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an'd, to lieighten the Icene^ we were enjoined profound filence. In 
this manner did we traverle a number of fheets, each of which 
we found fecured by a gate } and aft^ going above half a mile, 
arrived at the place of our deftination about eleven o'clock, with- 
out having met with any interruption. We were introduced by 
the hakeem to our lodging, ^nd after pafling through a large 
court, were carried up flairs to a'fmjill, but airy, bed-room. Our 
baggage was alfo brought up, and depoiited in a back-roomt 
where the fervants are to ileep. The friendly hakeem now took 
his leave of ns, and fixing a centry at our door to protect us, left 
us to enjoy alrooft the only, found reft we had known iince our 
departure from Cofire. 

SUNDAY, loth August. 

■ Here are we, after all our difficulties and dangers, fafely 
pounded within the precincts of an harftm. Such, on our awak- 
ing this morning, did we feid the houie we were got into. It is 
an antique ftru£ture, much injured by time, and ftands upon a. 
^cious foundadon, though the apartments are fmall, and hud- 
dled together after the mode of thelie eaftern piles c^ laicivloufnefs. 
Around our chamber the floor is/raifed about two feet from the- 
ground, which ferves us to eat upon by day, and to fleep luxuri- 
ouily upon by night. Hence we have a 6ne view of the river, 
fi'om which we are but two or three ftrcets. diflant. It is here 
feemin^y lefs than a mile in breadth, and difcovers itfelf through 
Afferent openings in the gardens, with which this city is adorned. 
The wind from the north-weft now prevails, and meets the cur- 
rent^ which runs with the utmoft rapidity towards the fea. This 
produces a fine efteft. The town lines this fide of the NUe, and 
theoppofite baiUcis bordered by a mount<un, which at one place 
breaks off abruptly, and cUfdofes a krge plain, covered with en- 
2 clofurcs 
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clofures of grain, and here and tkere embelliftied with groves of 
date and orange trees, \yhile we were indulpng ourfelves with 
this profpefil, we had a vifit from the friendly hakeem, who feem- 
ed alarmed at our expofing ourfelves to public view, and haftily* 
ihut our windows. He excufed this check to our curiofity, from 
the neceffity there was for us to remain in privacy until the ar- 
rival of his mafter, or of further orders from him re(pe£ting our 
concerns. We could not but acquiefiie in this meaiure ; and aftei' 
bidding us to rely- on the juftice of the Shaik Ul Arab, h^ left us to 
partake of a meal of good bread and mUk> "Which his^omcftics had 
proiaded for us. Our breakfaft was fcarccly over, when the hakeenC 
fcnt for Ibrahim, to attend him at his own houfe. We expeS 
this interview will determine fomcthing pofitive about our fate. 

When we left Cofire, we Imd our account that our troublefs' 
would end with our journey to the Nile. Who could have dreamt 
that After efeajnug the perils of the defart, we flu>u!d be" reduced 
to defp^r in a poptilous city I It were better that our baggage had 
been funk to the bottoni of the Red Sea, than that it fhould havi 
afibrded us a trifling part of the uneafinel^ we have fufFered. Prl-* 
foners for ten days in a private houfe, where each moment was 
impoifoned by the uncertainty of our deftiny, we were now, per- 
haps, in a more honoraUe tonfineiHent in the hands of govern- 
ment, which we fhrewdly fafpeft' af&rt^ dfar caufe, rather from a 
deiirc of recovering the plunder for itiyf, than'of doing jaftice to 
Us. But we are content if our departure can be purchafed at f6 
low a price. 

We were anxious to fee Abdul Ruflar, \frhofe ankles *e-find artf 
much more ftrained by his fall, than wei'e at^ firft reported'. But 
he is not to be moved here' until the evening, when we fhall be 
able to adminifter fxKh relief to him, as is in our power t* 
do. At one o'clock Ibrahitti returned to vis, and we underftand 
that the hakeem.has got out of him aM our lodes; not excepting 
F f 2 ' the 
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the other night's pillage, which he had at 6rft determined to con- 
ceal. And with fome reaibn, as the villains threatened our lives 
if we divulged it to any one. But Ibrahim fays, there was no 
one preient at the examination, but a Chriflian fecretary, who 
took it down, and the hakeem privately afTured him, that his 
mafter would give orders to feize the robbers, and make them re- 
ftore their booty. God only knows the termination of this mat- 
ter ; but, for our parts, we would compromife to efcape with our . 
prefent damages. We now ate heartily of a plentiful meal, which 
Ibrahim had provided for us. Mutton, fifli, and vegetables, are 
very cheap here, and no European could complain of their man- 
ner of drefling their food. 

We faw nobody during the evening, but the iervants belong^g 
to the boufe. But ^e recaved a complimentary meflage from 
the hakeem, with notice of his mafter's approach, who is expect- 
ed here immediately. Thefe are welcome tii^gs to us, who have 
no idea of getting away, until the arrival of this great man. It is 
ouc plan to be rid of this place as foon as poIGble ; and we pro- 
pole to make a tender to the (haik of all he may recover on our 
accounts. Happy, if we have the luck to efcape without further 
pillage. 

In order that we nu^t enjoy the benefit of a cool wind, and 
a moon-light evening, we went to bed very early, as we had been 
defired not to open our windows until the lights were extinguilh- 
ed. And now an adventure occurred, which was roniantic to the 
laft degree, and bore a refemblance to thofe feigned ones, portray- 
ed by the inimitable pencil of Cervantes. I was awakened out of 
a found nap about ten o'clock, by a loud knocking at the gate, 
which fccures the upper end of the ftre« wehve in. i found my 
compamons had been difturbed by the fame noife, and were 
equally furprized with myfelf at the ftrangenefs of it. l?refcntly 
after the gate was opened, and a number of people allembled be- 
fore 
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fore our houfb, whom we could difcem by the light of the moon, 
diipofing themfelves in difFerent fituations on the ground, and 
converfing with great eameftnefs and vociferation. While we 
Were pondering on the iffue of this bufmefs, which had an alarm- 
ing appearance at fuch an hour of the night, when we knew our 
refidence was meant to be kept fecrct, and that our lives might 
be fought by the villains whom we had informed againft, I went 
out on the back terrace to awake the guard, which was ftationed 
to prote£t us, when fuddenly a band of mufic ftruck up without, 
and recalled me to the fccne of aftion. This band was compofed 
oif firing, wind, and parchment inftruments, and though the 
harmony was none of the beft, it could not fail to have a Angu- 
lar effe<a upon our imaginations, haunted as they were with ' 
doubts and apprehenfions. A fmgle voice fometimes accompa- 
nied the mufic, whichwas in general of a melancholy ftrain. This 
ferenade lafted until midnight, and when the moon went down, 
it was continued" by torch-light. But the intent of it we are ut- 
terly at a lofs to difcover. "Whether to celebrate a marriage, "Or a 
funeral, or whether it was performed by the hakeem's guard, to 
idivert thdr mafter or ourfelves. It was one o'clock before the 
night was reftored to its ufual quiet j at which time I fell afleep, 
but had ray repofe difturbed by the extravagance of fency, which 
brought a motley jumble to my mind, of mufic, harams, arms, 
captivity i' and impaflStble waAes ! 

MONDAY, nth August. 

This day was the moft barren of incidents of any that we haye 
long experienced. Not a mefiage, nor the leaft intelligence from 
the hakeem, in regard to our al&irs. This has at leaft a good 
appearance. He means, perhaps-, to wait the arrival of his maf- 
ter, inftead of decriving us with the hopes of his own interpoli- 
tion, and obtaining prefents from us on that feore, like the vizier 
9 and 
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and the people into whofe hands we at firft fell. We learn from 
Ibrahim, that the rude concert kft night was intended for the ha*, 
keem's entertainment, who is oar neighbor, and who late- fmok- 
ing and drinking coflee with his women the greateft part of the 
night. This is a favorite diverfion with the Arabs and Turks, 
who keep themfelves fHll during the heat of the day, and enjoy 

' the cool hours of the night, and the ferene light of the moon, witb( 
a reliih unknown to the inhabitants of the inclement north. 
Tiiofe only who have partaken of this epchandng fcene, under a 
iky ftill unclouded, can form an idea of its luxury ; where the ve- 
ry dews are genial, and the night-breeze carries a temperate cooU 
nefs on its wing. And this leaibn favors more the bringing of 
that women into view ; . when filence and folitude prevail with- 
out, and afford them the &16<h fatisfa£tion of beholding beauty, 
without the intru0on of a rival, and tafting of its charms with thv 
avarice of mifers. 

At four o'clock we had a vifit from the hakeem^ who only ilai4 
toenquire after our healths, and to reaflTure us of his prote£li<m. 
We had determined on making this man a pceTent, to fecare his 
further good offices, and finding that he was averle to takii^ any 
thing but money, we lent him- twenty -khio vpaetiai^ by ItK^ith, 
with an apology for the finallnera of the donation, which had been 
bounded by our poverty. To our great joy, oar domeftie, Abdul 
Rufiar, returned with Ibrahim from the hakeem's houfe. Hewa$ 

' obliged to be moved in the arms of the fervants, though we are 
pleafed to find that his hurts do not portend any ill effefb. One 
of his ankles is quite reduced, and the other promifes fair to admit 
of his getting abroad- in a few days. 
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TUESDAY, i2th August. 

The indifpofitiOTi of Abdul Ruflar has already proved very in- 
c<mvenient to us. Qur filver is expended, and we are at a lofs to 
exchaoge our gt^for dollars, or to gain any intelligence of what 
i> paffing without doors, during this poor creature's confinement. 
Ue (^e& cautions ub f^inft trailing any of his countrymen in 
laatters of fuch importance j fenfibk as he is of their want of cha- 
rity for C^uiftians. As for Ibrahim, he is as much a prifoner as 
ourfelves. The hakeem tells him, that he cannot anfwer fos 
tut (af^, iMitU the fhaik returns, ihouJd he fall in the way oi 
our old hc^ and his gang. We are too well afcertained, from 
ocular pro(^, of the little order which fubliAs here in the ab-^ 
fence of the chief, to doubt it. We learn that his return is 
ai}xip\iily exported by the whole city, and cannot be very diAant* 
if we may truft to the information -of Abdul RtUlar, who lays, 
f^ch is the tamper of this people, and fuch the inftability of this 
l^vemjnent, ihould the fhaik remun for any le^th of time in 
another plaoe, tiie inhabi^^t^ <^ Qhisnah would throw off all 
iilbmiffipB to his officers, and fall to cutting each other's throats. 
What 3i bWed land have we drppped intol .What a race are 
Vw amongft ! wfari> are on^ to be ruled 1^ the fword, and to 
be taught huQ^anity at the ej^pence of their blood ! 

■We had fcarcely breakfafiedi.whei^ the hakeem entered oar 
apartment^ accompanied by a man whom we had frequently 
feen at Cofure. He had beui afiidueus in lus vifits to us there^ 
and 1^ proffered us the ule of lus hpufe during our ftay at Ghin- 
oajk. This the Oi^k of Cofire prevented I^ his intrigues, and, 
die man arrived here yefterday in the carav^an. We find be is a. 
nerchant of this city, and though, agretably to the, nuxle of 

Arabian 
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Arabian travellers, he was wont to affume a poor habit at Co- 
fire, we now faw him in a creditable drefs, and feemingly on 
an intimate footing with the hakeem. He lamented our misfor- 
tunes, which were the common topic of converfation, and re- 
proached us for not having accepted of his offers of afliftance. 
Though he muft have been fenfible that we did not merit.this re- 
proach, while our conduft was direfted by another, and though 
we have caufe to be on our guard againft the profdHons of an 
Arabian, there is little doubt but we fliould have fared better 
under this man's proteftion, than in the vile hands wc fell into; 
Our prefent lituation is fai from being difagreeable. The hakeem 
is civil and attentive to us, and at the fatne time does- not pefter 
us with his company, or foHcit us for prefcnts. From 
this condu6t we draw more favorable omens, than from any 
incident fince the change of our (ituation j and as he confirms 
the report of the ihaik's approach, we endeavor to refign our- 
felves with patience, for the accompliihment of that defirable 
event. It may be, that our releaie will be «t laft owing to 
the interpofition of Mr. Baldwin at Cairo. We have groat 
expectations that our letters are both fafely delivered to him. 
The reward of five dollars, which is to attend the receipt of 
each, is the ftrongeft incentive that could be devifed to fecure the 
fidelity of the meflengers. But fortune has been fo much out of 
humor with us of late, thatwc cannot promife ourfelycs a return 
of her fmiles, until they beam upon us. 

Juft as we had l^d down to reft, there was a knocking at the 
outward gate, which we found to be made by the hakeem, who 
came to borrow one of our fufees. He was mounted on a fine 
horfe, which I obfervcd from the window, and vras accompa- 
nied by a party of armed men on foot. He fent us word, 
that he was going about the town to preferve peace and good 

order ; 
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onScTi which if ahefCffiHy pra£tit)e'& dtiM iMtker fegUbtwl 
thaa Ohumah. . 



WE D N E S p A Y, 13th August. 

We uc obligaL to be «aify ;ifor«» in order jto receive the com- 
pany liiat wait a^oa U6 chiiing the^ool of ^efnoming. We here 
generally finifhed our htuikftA by fev«i o'clock, and at that hour 
to-day w« were fiimmwied 1^ our Tervants to the back terrace, . 
which commands a noble view of the nwr» to fee a number of 
boats under fail, Thefe we leiM-at were the Banute fleet, which 
arrived here two dayj after ub j with the it^ers <^ whidi our 
hoft, the vizier, and others, had dan»ed us, and forced us to pay 
down a fum of i^oaey, which was faUkAy charged to their account. 
They are going down to Ji^e, and being chiefly galUes, psunted, and 
^t, and adorned with ftreamers, they cut no contemptible a[^ar- 
ance in iaUing down with the ftream, to the amount of twenty 
Jboats . We defciied armed troops on the poop of each galley, aod 
heard the drums beating to arms on board. There is a myftery 
in the accounts of thefe Banute people, which we cannot unravel. 
Immediately after tibeir departure, we had a viflt from &e hake«n, 
who threw open the windows of our apartments, and told ui with 
a chearful ur, that we had now nodiing to fear, as the Banute 
people, who are a fct c^ tlueves, and apt to plunder defencdefs 
vefiels on 1^ river, were i^led for Jiije. This defcription nei- 
ther aniWers the ftay which thefe people made here, nor the good 
' condkioA of their boats, whidi is far from bdpeaking ^em to he 
a needy j'ace. We therefore enquired t^ the hakeem of the origin 
and gevtomment of -fianutej and were told, thM it formerly be- 
longed to bis roafter,'the Sk^ Ul Arab,^ but had l^ely been ta- 
ken pG4£tffion-<tf 4^ the Turks. This confirmed us in a vague, re- 
G g port 
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ipoit we had hisan^ of ^mite bong reaUy in .the haadr of Ibra- 
him Beg. It might confequently be, that the hakJeonwifhed for 
lus matter's return, that jujtice might be done us ere we proceed- 
ed to Cairo; and was. willing to ,co|iceal us from the Turks/ 
whom he artfully reprefented as robbers, to prevent our applying 

.to them for a paffiige.' .So Aroijgly had this prep6&2ion:: talun 
hpld of our minds, that fome.amcAtg us .vwre not. wanting to la- 
ment our ignorance of this drcumftance, and to confider the de- 

. parture of the Banute fleet, as a pteclufion to the escape which 
I we had fo long meditated. 

. At five o'clock the hakeem peid ua a fccond vifit, in which 
he was accompanied by two considerable merchants of the 

.tpiyn. They all produced letters from the.£haik, which they 

.told us refpefled our lofles, and his : coming to.r^reis our 
wrongs. When the merchants took th»r leave, the hakeem afk- 
cd us, whether we were inclined to take a wsdk with him to the 
river-fide. This agreeable invitation my companions were obli- 
ged to decline, as the rafcals who plundered our trunks, had not 
left them a Turkifti gown : but I readily accepted of it,as I had 
a gown that luckily efcaped their fearch. It is eafy to concdve 
the joy I felt at being reftored to the freedom of the air, after 

. our perilous confinement ; not to mention the good face .which 
our affairs afTumed by this ftep, as the people's intentions mull 
appear to be honeft, who expofed us to the eyes, of the town. 
I accordingly arrayed mylelf in the beft manner, and followed the 
hakeem, attended by my European fervant and Ibrahim. . As 

■ we walked towards the river, we were accompanied by a croud of 
people, who behaved themfelves very refpe£tfuUy ; awed, perhaps, 

. by the prefence of the- hakeem, and his guard.'. We (bon left the 

.towo, and afcendedadyke which; is thrown^ round it, to prevent 

.it fuffeiing by the inundations of,thc Nile. ; I had. the good for- 
tune to be witnels to the commencement of this periodiod pheno- 
6 menon. 
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menon, by.mwe chaHce. FrcaiV the dyke we defccnded to the ri- 
ver, by a jMcr that extends itfelf to the natural ftrand, and mea--. 
Aires ibme hundreds of yards in length. At the extremity of this 
pier we feated ourfelves on carpets, which were fpread for us on 
the ground, and I had full leifure to furvey the olgefts around 
ine, the novelty and beauty of which equally engaged my admira- 
tion. The Nile is originally of a tolerable breadth here, and at 
other- ieaibns would not diiappoint the traveller in his expeiflations 
of fo celebrated a ftream. But two days ago it began to alTume a 
grander afpeft. The kitchen-gardens which fupply the town,' 
and ftaiid in the low grounds, are already overflown ; and feveral 
channds are opened in the bank, through which the waters ruih. 
with great rapidity, and promife by to-morrow night to fpread 
them&lves to the dyke, which is at lead a quarter of a mile dif- 
tant. The feme cfFefts (eem to have been produced on the oppo- 
fite fide; where I obferved the country to be overflown even to 
the mountdn's edge, and the rifing lands to appear like iflands in 
the waters. In mid-channel the ftream runs with amazing force; 
carrying down ruihes, bufhes, and fragments of trees, which the 
floods have fwept away with them from the heights, and will in 
a few daysdifcharge' into the Mediterranean. The iun was fallen, 
behind the hiUs on the wefliern banks, from whofe burnifhed tops 
a dazzling radiance played upon the ruffled waters. The boats 
g^ed along thdr curling furfece : the date-groves rung with the. 
amorous cooings of a thoufand doves, and the cattle lowed in the 
difl:ant dale. The charms of this lovely evening are b^ond my 
art to depifturc, but they will be ever faithfully imprinted on my ' 
imagination. At dufl^ we returned homeward, and I could ob- 
tain but a very imperfea fight of Ghinnah from this point of view ; - 
as it fhetches towards the river like the aid of a Turkifh flipper; 
and is fcreened by the dyke from the eye. Wc pafled by a bridge on ' 
our way back, turned on a fingle arch over a creek yrhcrc the boats* 
G g 2 '" lie. 
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tie, and which Appetas to be a modem work of nv elegaxit 
defign*. 

* It may not jmnre trnpfeaSAg to Ac rMdcT} toMnipare (be ftiiftrvattMU «f otM 
trtveltcrs oa tbJi place xni its mighborhDvi* Ai we pafied om thff ckAnt be- 
tWMB Celiie and Ghintnh, wc can confirm tbe sfiertion of Gaptein Nwden, thiit 
there arc no remains of the antient canal mentioned by Herodotiu and otben, to 
have been dug for coiTveying goods Trotn the Nile to the Red-fta. Gliijmsth ailA 
its environs are M\ noted for aaaah&tn'mg the Mk e«rthen-ifaK )fi Egypt t lit 
the bbttonu of nUdH the famfc p^ctiUarhy Mififtd u ftiatei bf Dr. Pocadx.' 

**'At tiro o'tlock in. tkc «furtMMi.-tb«racaraeon aoalinrirfaicltoUi||e4u to load 
oa the £)mc lide,; a little below Guitt, or Kitnt,j a town, which m net at prefent 
very coniiderablff, but which has^ however, a mpfque. Thete was fbnnecTy ill thi» 
place a great commerce ; £>r they had made z road which led to- Cg^i a pert ef 
the Ked-fekf ind in tkrec da^ they cffoied tKfe deCMt «f TImMk Bat at pxkttC 
this routv is not fectue, or acoount of the robber*. 

** I had been told much of the antiquities of this place^ wh^cb eng^iged mrtogo- 
thither > but I found nothing there. The inhabitants themfelvcs of tbe place could 
give me no account of them. In vain did I &efc for the antl^nf canal that was dog for 
conveying mereK«»di2eft to- the Rcd-feo, and few ftrihgihg schets ftotn (keiee by dna 
taeaas.. I did not peievivithe leaft mti^ of it, oeithfcf is the tai«nd, aerinthe adj*- 
ceat places. It is in this to«a they celelwate every year the great feftival> at vhick 
the Sey of Girge is commonly prefent | but not without having firft obtained per^ 
miffion from the Arab princes or Schcchs. 

•* I perceived that all the neighboring places of dSeiu weteeovered wiUiall ibrtt tt 
plants, foch at pcnqtioCi, cokiquiatidas, and otftert,. which. wcsr^ for the ntoftpart,, 
unknown to me. As Idid not let any com there,, I imagined that they had cut it ji 
and that the plants which I pcmived, vnte the fecond ptodud- of the ground.. 

** There were in the neighborhood of the town divers ponds, in which water waa> 
preferred after the inundation ; but Icwas not good for drinkii^. It had a brtckidL 
tafte, which- it takes ftom the Ml itMCj aad indeed (fee faihgbitanls do-not ulif 
it for My other pvrpoA than waceriag their j^ouada, aad gtring drink to thcilt 
cattle." Nordcn's Travels in £g^t,.&c. vol. ii. 

** We now purflied oor voyage with a fine wind, and palTed by the canal that, 
goes to the city of Coptos, which is at pneibnt remarkable for ontking the beft ear- 
tbea-ww* in Egypt, it being very light and mack eflaemed } but they could never 
be prevaircd oa «> make the vate with braal hottonu, 'Aat they night ftaad without 
danger of falling ; lb that the fcoplc arc oblig^. to 6tt them in wooden ftamcs." 
Pococke'a Travcli, chag. vi. 

3' 1 found' 
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I found myfdf rather fatigued from m3F walk, and wss ghd of 
the aiftoKh of our hour of rcpofe, which, for want of caitdle- 
light, we are oUiged to anticipate as fboo at the day is clofed. 
But we were awlkoned from our 6c&, flecp by the founds of tink- 
£ng inltruments,' accompanied by a chorus of female voices, t 
looked ovt of the window, and tsw a band of thirty damfels at 
ieaft, come trijlping towardt us, with meafared paces, and ani- 
mated geflures.. Themoonihane very bright, and we had a fall 
view of them, from daeir entering die gate of eat flrect, until 
they reached our boufe. Hen they fto^ied, and fprcading them.! 
iMvei in a ctrcIe^hefoR dn door, nnewed the dance and fong 
w>|h infintte fpiiit, and zvcaUad to oar minds the |n£ture which. 
u fe ftilly j^ven of thefe dancii^ fcmalet in holy writ. After 
Iftey had fstrored w ii few minutes with ihea fivety perfomy- 
ance,. they moved on to the hakeem's houfe, and ferenading 
laifa wi \ an air or two,, this )oyoU8 band quitted our quarter,. 
and we..it, « the dying fiiunda infonned as, to-awaken the other 
flttmbcrers of the town, to melody and joy I Thete are certainly 
the defeendants of the. women of ifrael,. whole beauty and Ikilt 
gladdeoed the heart of the fapient king. The dancing girls of 
bidia^are not t» bcipdEcn of at the iame time : they are but atr. 
iUegitinnte race,, were their excellencies to be compared, with thoie 
of thenymphsof theNile. Had thefe figures pr^ented thcmfelves to 
me ia a vifion, 1 ihduld. have, concluded that they were the fair 
inbabitaatsof our manfion, who were come to demand d» 
ceftitatiou. of their late pofieffions ! 

THURSDAY. 14th AoGosT. 

We-were iinpatientto* know the eaafe of the agreeaUe dif- 
turbance we met with lalt night, and learnt from one of our. . 
guard,, that die dancing girls oUerre the ceremony we vrere wit- 

nefs 
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•nds to, on thc-firft vifible rife of the Nile. It feems that they 
took pur houfe. in their way to the river, where they went down, 
to bathe at that late Jiour, and to fihg the p^tes of the benevo- 
lent Power, who yearly diftribtites his waters to fuj^ly the necef- 
liti<» of the native. . : . - > 

It is defigned^ to. all appearance, that we ftiall meet vnth no 
friends in this ' it^ofpitable region, or immediately lofe the pro' 
te£tion of thofe who have difpUyed a ray of- humanity for us. 
We were but this morniqg congratulating ourftlves, on having 
fallen into the hands of a good man, who has not only rdcued 
us from the houfe of a villain,. but has even Hieltered us under 
his own roof. ' He had yefterday adpured a couple (^carpets be- 
loni^ng to Mr. Hammond and me. We had feat them to 
]um after breakfaft, when he4)aid us a vifit to thank us for our 
attention. He came eTcorted by a large train, Uttle dreaming 
how fhortly his glories would fct, which now flione forth in 
meridian luitre. The change in his fortune was announced to us 
about five o'clock in the afternoon, when ieveral ftrange fervants 
came to our houie. Their errand was to advife us of the ap- 
proach of a new hakeem, who was fent by the ihaik to <tiiplace 
our friend, and meant to take up his quartei^ for the might, in 
the back part of our habitation. While we were forming conjec- 
tures on this fudden event, feveral of the principal merchants of 
. the tovm vifited us, to confirm the newsl They aflured us, that 
the fhaik had particularly charged this new officer with our^ 
afi^rs, and had difinilled the old hakeem from his employment, 
for having fu^ed European travellers to be plundered, and de- 
tained within his jurifdiftion. In our own minds, we would 
readily have difpenfed with tlus feverity, to a man who ha4 
rendered us the moft material fcrvices. Moreover, we could not 
but fufpeft, that the intereft of the vizier, and others who had 
benefited by our arrival, had prevailed againft the more hon^' 

character 
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charafter that had exerted itfelf in our behalf. This refleflion 
wounded us deeply, as the truth of it niight reduce us to our 
former defperate fituation. Confidering the bad treatment we had 
met witii, it is not ftrange that we fliould be jealous of any innova- 
tion in the proteftion which had been lately extended to us ; and, 
in our experience of this tribe, that we fhbuld doubt of finding 
a. fecond man of moderation among the officer^ of government. 

About fun-fet the ne* hakeem arrived, and (ent us Word that 
he was ready to receive us. This is the firft vifit we had psud to 
another. We found him ieated upon a carpet on the back ter- 
race, with a crowd of people about him. He is an elderly man, 
tall* thin, and of a mean' appearance; diflant in his behavior, 
and ftemingly full of his own confequence. .This may poffibly 
arife from thelownefs of his origin, which is that of an Abyf- 
finian flave. His deportment was fo different from that which 
diftinguifhed his prtdeceflbr in office, that we could not but look 
upon him as an arrogant upftart, who promifcd to abufe the fa- 
vour of his lord. He condefcended, however, to tell us, with a 
Anile, that his mafter had recommended us to his good offices, 
and had direfted that the ftrifteft juftice fhonld be rendered to ' 
us. While we ftud, a number of perfons came to pay their 
compliments to him, among which was Sauker, one of the raf- 
cals who had aflifted the two brothers tp pillage our baggage. 
By this effirpntery he perhaps expeAs to efcape fufpicion ; and 
to intimidate us by his prefence, from bringing a Charge againft 
him. We fbon retired to our apartment, and found that the 
^zier, among others, made his court to this new mag^rate. 
Nothing can be a more direct implication. of the arbitrary go- 
vernment we are under, than the promotion of this Abyffiniart 
to one of its firft dignities. When Charles of Sweden, the moft 
defpotic monarch of his age, wrote to the fenate of Stockholm, 
that he would &nd lus jack-boot to prefide over them } ungrate- 
ful 
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ful as the idea was, it Turely vas lefs humiliating, tbao if he had 
threatened to difpatch a Turkilh Have from Bender for that pur- 
pole. .And yet we were now witnefs to the univerCil homage that 
may be paid to fuch a character. The fuddennefs vf his artival, 
and the refped which he commands, no doubt befpeak, that he 
is charged with feme important bnfinelsi but we ihould be 
pleafed to depart, without waiting the iJSie of his errand, though 
it prove to be the reffitudon of our lofles. Tbo fluik, it teas, is 
but a day's journey hence : but we fear we Soli be neceSitated to 
wait his arrival, which the critical fituation of bis a&irs ftiU 
renders bncertain. 

We have not leen our old friend lince his dilgrace, but we lent 
Ibrahim to make him our acknowledgments and good wilhes. He 
feemed much flattered with a mark o£ attention, fo new to a perfon 
in his condition; and returned us alTurances, that, he will repre- 
lent our ftory in its true colors to the Ihaik, for whole court ho is 
to fet off to-morrow or next day. This kind Interpolition may 
ienre to advance our fuit ; and we underlland that we (hall then 
get lid of the company of our new gueft, who goes into the 
houle of his predecellbr, on the latter's departure. His fervants 
let off fome paltry fire-works at night behind the houfe, for 
which they demanded a gratification. They were cunning enough 
to call that a compliment to us. which was more likely intended 
for thor mailer i and we were gl34 to he releafed from their 
impertinence, at the egence of a few fijvsr pif ces, of the value 
of a penny ,ti{uece. 

FB.IDAY, (5th AaovsT. 

We do not find that we are Ukely to be as fooB quit of our 
gud^.u we at firii expeded. There is no talk of hisjnoying 

■ , Jthis 
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:this morning, and as it appears to depend upon the departure of 
his predccefibr, we may have the pleafure of his company for 

.foine days longer. This, is a fad reftraint upon us, who are 

-Confined to.t^ie front of the houfe, which confifts of two fmall 
apartments for burfelves, and one, more roomy, for our fer- 
vants.'. Norare.wt free. from appfehenfions, left fome difcovery 
fhouLd be madeto our difadvantage. The hakeem's fervants are 
continually mingling with ours, and may draw inferences- of our 

; alxiunding with iQoney from .■ our planner of living, if not from 
the imprudence of our people, whofe iimplicity may betray us, 
notwithftanding the cautions, we have given than on this head. 
Juft as wehaddined, an order came from the hakeem to clear 

- the room which our fervants \yei:e ;in, for the. reception of fogie 
travellers. This, at the time, was a very diiagreeable command 

- to us, though it may turn out as much to our benefit, as any thing 
which has occurred fince our ariival here. The travellers prove 

'to be a.coinp«nyx>f Turks, on their. return to Cairo, from an ex- 

. curfion.into this countiy. There is a man of confequence among 

-.thtan* who,, on notice of our being here, immediately ient fome 

of his attendants to enquire into our bufinefs in- this quarter. : ft 

may be fuppofed that we were very particular in the narration of 

ourtroubles, and the ill ufage we had met with. The politenefs 

and humanity of thefe Turks were very ftriking to us, who had fo 

. long exp6riencfed nothing bat rudencfs and barbarity from the hu- 

' man race. Tbcy regretted the impoffibilityof having our com- 

.paoyon the road,-withoutthe piermiffion of thcShaik UI Arab; 

. and Vvere hurt at the thouglits of leaving us among a people, whom 

i they feemed to haye qo opinion of. But they, promifed to repre- 

■. fern our cafe to the bey of Cairo, and to exert all their intereft with 

, him to demand our releafe from thefhaik. - They acknowledged, 

hoAveyer, that the re^fons.for detaining us until the fhaik's arrival. 

■, may be very good, as the river is at prefent fo infefted with pirates, 

H h . that 
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that they are obliget) themfelves to go by land to Cairo. There is 
a Chriftian among them, who has charged bimlelf with a third 
letter, which we have addrefled to Mr. Baldwin from this city. 
He is a confidential domeflic, and, by his inBnencc, has prevailed 
upon the Turk his matter, to write to the fliaik in our behalf, to 
Aate our uhcomfoitabte condition, and to advife him to (ti^otcii 
us forthwith to Cairo, as we are content to leave the puniiluacnt 
of our opprcffi)r8 to his diicretion. Heaven knows what eftft 
this lund mediation may have with the fhaik s but we have ku^ 
fiilpefked that our releafe can only be ficcomplilhgd Irom Cairo ( 
and are Aocking ourJelvH with a fund of patience to fu^ort 
•s in the tedious interval. The journey by hnd, we an told, is 
Cram ten to twelve days, and the Turks pFopofe to iet off at day- 
break. Allowing, therefore, three days for obtaining an onler 
&om i9k bey in our favor, three weeks at leaft muft eiapfe, be- 
fore the iietuni of the anfwer which is to fetus at liberty. But 
Hope„ the deceiver Hc^l Ibmetimes whi^wrs better thinga in 
our ears; and as we are in^ortunate- in. our defircs to be.:ftnt 
avray, we a» inclined to exped the fliaik will not detttn ufraftcc 
bis aniral at Ohinnah. 

SATtTRDAT, ifith AnoirsT.. 

The Turlcs have dei«ned their depaiture until night, wjUdik 
on account of our reliance on tfaeir good offiees at Cairo, and 
dieh: delivery of our letter, has ^ven us moie vexation>4aiiitl|e: 
matter may defave. The itch c^ avarice appears to have infeft- 
td the ma& of the people we areamong, from the Mgheft to the 
lowcft. Thencw hdoem, though an Aibaffee, and a davcte tfa& 
Ibaik, caimot tefift thedileafe, and is alnady fingering, inideat 
^ gold and valuables which he connives us to pofiefe. He fimt 

. fie 
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tot Ibrahim at midiught; aiid qneftidned him clofeljr toucHins 
oar circumflances, and the prclcots we mads to hifi predecdlbr : 
■fuid, laHly, if vn hxd any oStimg left for htmfidf. ibrahim, in 
Confonaity to fais inftm^irais, reprefented the povtrty we were 
reduced to, and whkfa utterty dibbled ns from tendering any 
thing vrordiy the hakeem's acceptance. He diiclaimed all knoW'. 
ledge of our having given either money or goods to the quondam 
hakeem, though he fonnd that t&is man had got an item of the 
removal of our carpets. It is a bitter comfort to us to obferve, 
that the man \rbo was Imt down by die fliaik to pfc(te61; us, fhould 
be the firft to attempt our prcqMTty. "The fiibftaAoe of this mer- 
cenary interview we leceivad from Ibrahim, while w« were at i 
break£ift. 

We had viiits to-day from fewral of the Turlufli gentlemen, 
who are in the fmtE of the grandee. They repeated their tenders 
of iervice on thor arrival at Cairo. A very ine Georgian boy is 
in the train, whofe beautiful features and fur complexion eafily 
(tiffinguifh him from the Tudcs. He is a Save, and, we under- 
ftand, is in high favor with hit mafto-. 

As the hakeem had offered us the liberty of going abroad, when- 
ever we pleaied to aj^ly to him foi a fervant to protect ue, at five 
o'dodc Mr. Hammond, wto was now equipped wkh a cloak, ac-. 
compamed by myiiclf> Ibfirium, and the h^»em's iervant, Tallied 
forth. We dire£ied our fteps to the bazar, or market-j^ace, 
and entered a caravanfera, which attra£^ed our cuiiofity. Thele 
buildings are receptacles for travellers, and are either ere^-ed at 
the public expence, or by the donations of private people. The 
one we faw was a very large flrufturc. Its entrance was through 
a ftone gateway, which led into a fquare court, furounded by 
Apartments of two ftories. The gtound*floor was 6pen in front, 
and thrown npon arches, and divided into different rooms, by % 
Muilnde <»f fioae. The back part was clofcd, and appropri- 
H h 2 ated 
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ated for warehoufes for the merchant. Beneath one of thefe 
arches we found a Turk fitting, whom we had left at Yambo, 
and who had once put it into our heads to come by this inau^ir 
cious route to Cairo. We immediately recognized one another, 
and were very hearty in our congratulations on this unexpected 
meeting. He took us into his ^artment, and placing coffee 
before us, very kindly condoled with us on our misfortunes, which 
had reached his ears. We find that he remains here, on, account 
of the dangers on the river. After prefiing this Turk to vifit us 
frequently, we took our leave, and walked without any interrup- 
tion to the river. Here we went on board a boat, which Waits 
for a- lading of coffee for the Ciuro market. This boat is one of 
the moft convenient I ever faw. She has two cabbins, befides an 
awning of matts, thqt extends to her main-maft. The roof \a high, 
and, with the fides, handfonxely carved and painted. We were 
politely received by the nokidah, -who faid he hoped for our com- 
pany to Cairo. We fhould rejoice much to be accommodated iit 
this manner in our voyage down the Nile. It was from this boat 
that the view of Ghinnah, which is annexed, was taken. At fun- 
fet we returned home, and found our good friends the Tlurks werfr 
preparing to decamp. At nine o'clock they mounted their camels 
to the number of twenty, well armed, and went oif with the benefit 
of a fine moon> which renders travelling, at night very delightful 
in thefe ferene climates. The chief of the Turks rode on a fine 
dun camel, and was followed on another by the fprightly Georgi- 
an, well accoutered with a fcimitar and a matchlock.. 

SUNDAY., 17th August. ' 

The hakeem has aflually fixed his refidenceat.Qur,hQufc,.and 
means, we fuppofe, to take good care of us : and our baggage. 
When the Turks went away, he took p6S^ffion. himfslf of theic 

apartment,. 
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apa^upent, which was before occupied by our. fervants; We. are 
now reduced to an uncomfortable fituation, . and cannot .enjoy a 
moment's privacy, but during the hours of meals and repofe. But 
we are determined to fufier no further inconvenience from the vi- 
cinity of the hakeem. We have accordingly directed our fervants 
to take.up their lodgings at night on., the terrace which extends 
' itfeif over our apartments, and which we often afcend in the 
evening, to obtan a view of the country. 

'We were furprized with an early viiit from the Turk, whom we 
had encountered at the caravanfera yefterday,- and were much pleaf- 
cd with this mark of his attention. He now gave us the particulars 
of fome tranfa6tions at Yambo, which nearly concerned us, and' 
which proved very fatisfa^fcory, in reipeft to the raeafures .which 
we had, taken with Lt. * * *. The reader will remember our iepa- 
ratioD; in the Red-fea, and the- melancholy ciicuoiftances which 
reduced us tq the neceffity of returning him- to Yambo,. on a boat 
bound to that poit. On his arrival at Yambo, it appears,, that 
his madnefs broke out with more violence than ever. Inftead pf 
waiting for the boat's, coming to an anchor, he jumped over- 
board at the entrance of the harbor, and fwam.to the beach ber 
low thie town i and would have made, his way into the country, 
had he not been puriued by ibme of the mariners, who overtook 
him,, and carried him before the vizier of Yambo. This was the 
iecond time he-had been brought to this minifter in this extraordi- 
nary manner, and within the compafs of a few days. His mif- 
fortune had been more than fulpefted on the former occafion j. 
but it was now communicated to the minifter by the nokidah of 
the. boat, who was charged with our meffage, to. reqiieft that 
Lt: ** * might be fent on the fiift veflel to Judda. On hiscom- 
ing-intp; tli? vizier's prefence, hegravely demanded to be made a 
Muffulman, and to be entertained in the fervice of the xerif.. This 
re^ueA ludci^y could not he complied with by thp IVJahometan 
• -. ; - -. . ja^y 
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ildw, which does not adnut of conTcrts, who are deprived of the fii- 
ciilty to j udge between right and wrong. Nrither does it now efta- 
blifh Its faith by the means of the fword. So diiferent are the piia- 
ciples of the fame fed, when the flame of blind zeal has abated of 
its ardor. It happens, however, that the unhappy vi£tims of mad-* 
nefs meet with an attention in this country, that is not paid to ra-^ 
tional beings. They are confidered as inspired, becaule hurried 
beyond the precinfts of reafon j and though they fliU fcrre as a 
butt of ridicule to the fhafts of the vulgar, they are fecured by 
their fttuation from the ifaadow of an injury. On diu principle 
the vizier afted. From his own wardrobe he gave the turban and 
Arabian drefs to our unfortunate companion^ to humor his fren- 
zy, and fent him fafely to Judda, full of the idea of having be- 
come afoUower of Mahomet. Poor youth ! to what joy and fe* 
tisfafVion wl^t thou hereafter awake, ftiould it pleafe God to reflx>re 
thee to thy fenfes. What will thy fenfations be, to confidw the 
paft as no more than a dream ; to rdleft on ^e dangerous aby& 
that thou haft efcaped, by the interpolition of ihe Divine hand I It 
inuft occur to every human mind, that i)ie news of his fefety was 
the moft pleafing mufic to our ears. Driven by ftem neceffity to 
& reparation wdth him, when his condition was truly deploraUei 
we could not but admire at the happy turn which matCers had 
taken. We had a£ted for the beft in lending Lt. • * * back to 
Judda i and coiild not but rgoice at the intelligence which now 
reached us, of his being gone thither under proper protcflion. 
Had he lefs fortunately remained with us j had he been expofcd 
to a month's fun in an open boat -, had he vifited the coafts of 
Egypt i tniled with the caravan over the defart, and experienced 
the oppreflion we have met with at Ghinnah, it is impoffible that 
his .intelle£Vs could have wilhftood the complicated ihock, and a 
confirmed madnefs, or perhaps death, would have enfued 1 Where- 
as every good ccMifequence is to be expeAcd from die ftep we 
9 
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tooki eirerf affiftance urtll be g^vvn him by the furgeon of the- 
Swallow- Qoap, which waa lockUjr at Judda j and we can pro- 
maSt oud^ves dut Ik ww ht^itabiy ncnved t^ our friend C&p^ 
'Min Bacon,, suid wen acwonnnodated with a palTage to Bombay. 
IbmM the Adventure be bound to that port *. We alfo learn 
from thii Tfirky that the nokidah of our boat was itaore to blame 
4un the viaier of Tambot that wedid not attempt to get to Suez. 
He want to the irizter while wc were at anchor at the mouth of 
Ifhe haibw, aad told hkn that he could reach no port but C<^re ^ 
In <£r evemng the m^or faille^ oka in an Arabian drefi,. 
-whidi he made here, accompanied by Ibrahim and oar ufual> 
gttard. He seturaed with two Chriftian meFchaRts, whom he 
had got aoquain^ad w^ They are perfons of creiUt here, 
and <rai7 ci^y innted vs to pqpay their vifit. 

MONDAY^ i8A August. 

We were £ftuA«d ^ raidni^t 1^ & knoddng at the doof^ 
which proved to he the faiAeem and Ibr^um, whom he had'called 
vpto attend Indf. ThuvFasthe ikft wfit hehadpaiduG, andwas 
«s di^ieeaUe as unea tp efled. We at CHKe guel^ the puiport of 
k: He t» a i^aa man, and ^ not ufe much ceremony in intro- 
ducing what he had Ih much at heart. But we were at a toifs- 
-what to b^ ^m^ dtat could be accc^able. Money he pre- 
tended to deeliBe taking, and we, widi equal artifice, pretended 
^at«efafldB«ie. Tbece were two fets of filver buttons^ aiid 
tmo filVes iMaams^ w^ch belM^ed to the regimentals and fwords 
«f the ma|or, and v/hich had efeaped pillage. TheCe we produ- 
ced, as the^o^ renttens of our goods which were of value; 

-* The hiuoMW reader villii^oice mth a«^toknov^,tluteardtfigB»reriDeftingour 
unfortunate comp&sion were fully aofwered. That he found Capuin Bacon at J\iM»^ 
and Kturoed in the JUveotutv to Bombay^, reconred of his frenzy. 

thought 



y Google 



I M° ] 

ahough we protnifed to acknowledge his fervices in a better 

manner fiom Cairo, (hould he procure an order from the ftiaik . 

.for our immediate departure. The.w^ghtiof thefetoysattrftfted 

his notice, though he did not feem to. admire their, workmiln- 

,ihip, which was none of the beft. He however put them into 

his bofom, and defired to look at fome of our cloaths. But 

fo particular was this fellow, that he could not be prev«!ed 

upon to peep into our trunksj and fo fcrupUlous, that.hewQuld 

not receive a fingle thing, until we put it into his, hands. A pretty 

falvo truly, for his conlcience, which grafped at all in our. pof- 

feffion ! Befides the filver articles, he carried away three broad- 

; cloth coats of different colors, and two filk tambftur-waift^dats-— 

^ for the purpofe, we imagine, of covering his pipes, andthefbab- 

bards of his fwords — and half a dozen cambric handkerchiefs for 

his own ufe. In confideration of this prefent, he has undertaken 

to write to his mafter, for permJinQn to fend us away by land, 

which is the only fafe track at prefent. It is not without extreme 

compunction that we forego the cafe sm^' pteafnre of a voyage 

. down the Nile, to encounter the ^pgers ^n^ JttardiJ^ps of the 

-ddart. But we forefceno end to pur detention here, while, we 

\ depend upon the river for ft; cqnveyance ; an4 TcathJy acquief^ed 

. in- the hakeem's propofal, who about one o'clc^k left xBta finifli 

opr rcpofc. 

Before we were up we had a vifit from the friendly Chriftians, 
who brought us a prefent of fin? milk, and nfta|ie.,us an hearty 
tender of tiieir fervices during pur ftay here. .There: is an hpneft 
fimpliclty in'thcfe men, that affords us in6nite fatisf^Ctipn; and 
. we fuppofe it was the apprehenfion of im.medijUie. danger to the.19- 
fdyes, which with-held thei^ good offices, when. we flood fo 
much more in need of them. 

Behold the juftice of divine Providence ! which often puniJhes 
; the iniquities of mankind, by their very accomplices in guilt. A 

retribution 
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ntnbstiim l3at more drcad£iil, as thi villain who liveaks thcovg^ 
«Tci3;rTtkbin]{elfw3uidi.]knks.ia£a toman, it notyctt>i^iiai^ieiifld 
aa tajfae^pox^ to a breKh of confidence in mwther; Thtt'bbnv 
which is' ipven hj the ptthlic executioner, is weftk> when eoaect!' 
pared to thatv^bich comes from the hand of a firiend. There.tt 
intelligence juft arrived fiom Cofirc, that the merchant MahoA 
met, who imdted us to his houfe to plunder us, and «^o had ro« 
turned in the laft caravan to that place, is &> dcfperatety woundod, 
that his 11& is de^aired of. The quacrel arofe between him and 
ibme of his confederates^ touching the ^ilion ofotir fpoHa. 
His brother Ally and his father were this dajr oanuDfid bcfiuv 
the faakeem, <in the fufageA of thor ^1 u&ge of us. - ?ha i)c(blt 
we have not learnt i hot it cannot he very dangerous to tfaam, aa 
we find Ally has obtained kaveto attend his dying biodser. 
- In 'the altemoon the hakeem, and two merchants of tine tofwn 
in the ooofidcnce of the ihaik, came to our apar^mmt to take a 
Uft of tfas things we have loft. This they adviife ancof us \o. cariy 
to the ibtdk, and to make him a formal tender of the vlu^. iTJBoa 
errand would be readify adc^ted by us, -had we tiyy thing fit to 
prefent to him, agreeably to the Eaftem cuftora. Thefe pfiopla 
looked into our trunks for this purpofe; but finding ua -bare o( 
valuables, they gave usiiopes of bang dii^chcd without pvpog 
this great viiit. 

■ TtJE'5 DAY, 19th August. 

:. Some-favtiicr particulws ,relatlw to the misfortune of Maho- 
aut,- iwere communicated to us this monung. We learn, to 
ouriftti^^^ that the yoimg flmk <^ Cofire, and the Ibldier 
i^io ftok the majoff^» fword, were the praidpals in the afTault. 
Thef went in -coaaipany mth Mahomet to Cofire, and were 
conftantly-fdicitwg.of him a proportion of tiie money which 
■ *t I i .he 
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he had obtained from us. This he had the imprudence to de- 
cline ; ahd on their finding htf was deaf to thdr arguments, they 
wie day took an opportunity to feduce him from the caravanv 
and attacking him jointly, they cut him defpcratcly with their 
fWords. There is no doubt but he defended himfelf manfully if 
but his ftrength and refolution could not avail him againft this 
cowardly proceeding. The aflaflins have efcaped to Cofire, but 
the ibldier's relations, who live here, have been felzed by the or-' 
der of the: government. In cafe of Mahomet's death, however, 
we finda pecuniary mul£t will preferve the murderers from the 
punifhnient due to thrir crimes. 

. This Aory affords a truer pidore of the difpofitions and man- 
ners of the Arabs, than volumes could portray on fuch a fubjedl^. 
We refled with horror, on the conne£tion which fubfilted be- 
tween -us and the delinquents in queition ; and confider our ef*- 
cape, from them, as altogether unexampled and miraculous. It 
is now plain that they could meditate the plunder of our b^ 
gage'; and we might have fallen a faciifice in the def^trt, with 
much Ids danger to them, than the deceafed Mahomet, vho£t 
family will exa£l revenge. 

We had another vifit from our Turfcifh acquuntanceat the ca- 
ravanfera. Prom him we have obt^uned a very extraordinary and 
alarming piece of intelligence. Since' our arrival Jhere, we had 
received confiiled accounts of Ibrahim Beg's abfence from Cairo ; 
but we could never get to the bottom of the ftory. It now ap- 
pears, that for this month paft, Egypt has been the leat of abloody 
and ohftinate civil war; Ifinaul fieg took on him to aflume the- 
govjcmment of Cairo, by the" connivance of the Porte j but thi 
late Bey Ibrahim difpnted the ufurpation, and ^peaced ia 
arms to mainttun his own title. . The matter was contefti^d 
in a defpe^te battle without the w^s of Cairo, and ended in 
the dcfMt of Ibrahim Beg, who retired up the Nile,, and is 
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fte^ oCfftftif :i*ff0M% tW:riy$r, W)c uQdei;ftandi tl^at th; d^ngei; 
arifes from the fol^rs a$ I|>r,ahim Beg, who ore raifing contri- 
botions upon it> The Tufk tdb us, that the gallics which fell 
down hence fome days ago, were. c(»nmanded by Muftapha B^ 
who is in the intereft of the depofed Ibrahim, and is gone to 
join him. But it is,-not.poflible,-that the fi^tive chiefs can. 
long withftand their fuccefsful opponent j whofe army is already 
ilrengthcMed by a large df;tachmei>t of the Grand Siguier'^ forces. 
M'4underftaa4;tao,'^at tho.Sh^ik Ul Arab has acknowledged 
l^awlB^i' which aK^ounts for the bad charaAer .that was ^ivHI 
^fi.here of the Baxmfle people, who, are of the other party. It 
alfo'ftri^es US' forcibly,- -that .tjw letters which we produced .for 
Jlbrahioi B^,,were one.cai;^..pf the ill treatment we experienced 
ftom.tbe yisier atrf hjit.aSijfiates. The (haikiraj. out <rf reach iof 
mir complaints; and Ibrahim Beg, our. only. frioid bffide, ^ot in 
afituatiopto redrefs thqm, .Wejijd.a contrary idea -when we 
boafted of thefe letters j and muft acknowledge the uaceitainty 
of huDo^B conjecture, which eri$ifi -matters apparently the .moft 
«bvicius. , ,' , , . 

Thif fudden revolution creates no furprize in a country un- 
iettled in its government; and divided by the jarring intersflrs of a 
number of petty princes, l^t to ys it is. a . matter of lerious re* 
fle^on: We hear,'indeed, that the European factories are an- 
difturbed at Cairo. But how far tlie influence of ^r. Baldwin 
will prevail with the new bey, or hoy we Ihajl t«ach the capital, 
through the diforders of a country, agitated by. (^pofipg /ac- 
tions, and 1^ wafteby tl^ ^or^ of rebellion, we <ur4 at; a lofs 
to deterjnjne. Danger h^ets us po ey^ry fide. Public commo- 
tions are united to private perfeoitions, to coppleat our diftrels ; 
aod the moft alarming circumftance of our a&irs feems to be, 
that we are at the mercy, of two fintple though honeft Mufliilmen, 
, , I i » ow 
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our d«me(tics. They hiVe hitherto ptefemi thar fidelity M 
US; but fuch is the frailty of homah natnre, ihat a 16ng rd- 
dence here iftay have a bad efSsft on tlieir m<»;als ; (sxpofed »i 
they are to the artifices-, and bbligM as tiiey ore to mibgle in tiie 
fociety of this fraudulent tribt.' 

W E b N E S'd A Y, aoth Ai>GOST. 

We had an early vifit from the hakeem this Awning, who 
brought UD a plate of raifins of the fia, v>hieh are pfodaotd in 
Lower Egypt!. H6 cadii, tbernin^y f^B of thfc^Mefflt '^ 
one (>f us going (b fhi IhiHk, tiltd propoCed ftttding a b«<t' up 
to-day on this Tetvice. Wt wadlfy fiai ihto this meafure, whibb) 
not«$thftah(Ung the objidiofis thtt wett made to it yeflierdiiy> 
I hare long cdflfidered as dbfolHtdy neciflary to enr intnndiait 
tAeift. tittle cat! be d«We«rith the minSlers of EafterapnntiMi 
whoTe hands are tied by the atve which they ftand in of their 
mailers, or whoit mind's are fo habitufted to the receipt o£ ftt-^ 
fents, that, nothing fliort of-tht whole fubftance of -the- ped^* 
tioner, can iatisfy their avarice. 1 made a tender of my ilervicetf 
on this occalion j not more'frote a ptiAciple 6£ turiofity, than a 
defile of haftoning oiir departure ; and Was happy to 6iik thtfC 
they were ^cepted Of "by ray coihpanSons. 

In the aftertiobh We liad a Wfit from the jaonjam hakeem, 
Whofe advice We have coftftaritly folicited fince his difgrace. As 
be can now ha^te no -felfiih intereft in our concerns, we -are in- 
clined to place more confidence kihita, than when we ^ere at 
hie (Hfcretion. He has bufinefs v»ith ihc Ifaaik, and has kindly 
pvoAiifed'to accompany me on this ^mbafly. He is well ^ac-' 
quainted with our fkty, and if he is as nnidh bur friend -as we 
take him to be, he may qidcfcen the ^Ipatch of -our bufintfs, -by 
a candifl n^«fen«a^n ^ fafls. He'telfe lis, that the [Jai»sf 
5 the 
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•At fhaSc's pnTent Rfidence, calM Ghofe, is bat tnta or &^ 
hcxm joamey by water, and that we flialt be aUent but tvro 
days ftvm hence.' 

The day pafled away widieut anettm mei&ge from the ha^ 
keem, br any preparation for my journey.. 

THURSDAY, aiftAuGPST, 

There is no end to the preyaricatien of theie people. The 
more eameft we are to go in perfon to the fhaik, the k& wiling 
they are to adnut of it i and it is likdy, after aH, ithat we iliall : 
be juft where we were before the new h^eem anivxd. He to]d 
Ibrahim tliis morning, -tliat he was looldng out for a boat to 
convey me to the fiiaik, birt it was uncertain when lie Ihould . 
protmre one. This excufe, &9m -a man wlio can certainly com- 
mand every boat Mon^ng to Ofainn A, ■ is next to waidng iHx : 
vilit altogether. ' 

A funeral procellion paHed orar hoafe .about -noon,'«vliieh -was 
Very folemn and numerous. The corpfe was preceded bytxpopsof ' 
Women, wfib went vailed, and at certain ^tervals, Aiitered^ choral ' 
cry, wMch'Was actomp'anied by eitt>i«(Bve aflSdn. The coffin- 
was borne by (btae of ila friends of the^eceaftd,<a>d Several 
little flags ^f different colors were carried around it. ' Albody of ' 
J)n?rts didl&ii tfie ■proceiBon; -who i-edted aloud poIGiges from tl>B 
'Afcorany^is'they -vl^ikbd ^long. MulTuhnen inever negleS to , 
Thcw theh Tenfe of thefe fighlsi and perhaps it Trcsdd prove of 
tib'detrlMehittt'Ctriftianj.toimbibe fome rf th«r cttftoms pn 
'thefe bCcafidns. 'There vtas an Arabian merohanton a vifit to 
'us, when' &'e 'fdnei'al /went 'by j and though ' in 'eompany with 
ttrangers, he Wis "not ilfiiamed to hm to the window, and to join 
audibly in 'the devotions of the train. It is true, that the ot>. 
fervance of thefe fotms, makes' not (he Arabs-better membets 
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of fodety ; that it nether checks their propenfity to /raud, rlbr 
inftils one benevolent id^a, into their breafts, toirards tbe votariea 
of a different perfuafion. But ftill it throws a de^rpiicy.into 
•their cUfcour^, a fobriety into their manners, which is yery per- 
fuafive. They pofTefs^ what may be called, the graces of reli- 
gion, which would better adorn a good Chriltian, whofe temper 
is charitable, and whofe heart unknowing of deceit ! 

Juft as we late down to dinner, the hakeem fent for Ibrahim, 
and told him, that he expefted an anfwer frpm the ihaik to- 
.day or to-morrow, which, perhaps, would lave.me the trouble of 
waiting on hifti. This is what we dreaded ; but I fear, there h 
no rebelling againft this man's will; ai^d we m,ulV endeavor 
fonie way or other to fix him in our intereft. In the evening 
Mr. Haihmond and I went to the caravanfera, to pay our com- 
j^ments to our Turkifli acqua^tance. He recaved us with hif 
ufoal civility. The chance of pi-9ceeding to-Cairo by the Nile, 
leems to be much againft us, on account of the difturbances. 
We fhould, therefore, be very happy in the Turk's company in 
our journey by lapdf as his knowledge of the language and 
cuftoms of the country, would be a great defence to us agatnft 
the inconveniences of the road. His circumftaoces, however/ 
will by no means afford the e?rpence of five camels, which' the 
coflbe he has would require; and be is content to wait ttw 
iffiie <^ the difputes upon the river. . We could not converfe on 
fo delicate a fu^e£t in a public place, and have therefore defired 
the favor bf his company in the ipoming, when we ihall pro- 
pofe to pay for his cameUhire^ Ihould he cofilent to make one 
of our party. This is to be kept a profound fecjcet.. Though 
fifty dollars can be no obje^ to us, when compared to the, fer- 
vices we are likely to reap fro(n his pre&nce* w^ mujl,. at all 
«vents, conceal a circumftance from the hakeem, which would 
fufficiently denote the fticngth of our refources. 

As 



y Google 



[ *47 ] 
As we were going to bed» we had a vifit from the hakeem, 
who is veiy myfterious in his hours of communicating with us. 
To our great joy, he did not touch on the nfual ftring of prc- 
ients i but came, as he £dd, to latisfy our minds of his inten- 
tions to fend us under a £ife conduft to Cairo, when he received 
the fhdk's ian£tion for fuch a ftep. ; 

FRIDAY, 22d August. 

The hakeem fent for Ibrahim at day-break, aiid founded him 
relpe£iing the Valuables in our poflefHon, which might be worth 
his acceptance. We have already promifed to fedd htm a rem- 
nant of broad-doath, and ibme India goods, on our arrival at 
Cairo, by the return of the guard which he is to give us £o€ our 
ju'otefMon. But the native difpolition of thefe people renders 
them fufpicibus of the profelTions of others. He, who does not- 
hold himfelf bound by a promife, will not ^ve another credit 
for the performance of one, which may be broken with impu^ 
nity. The hakeem, therefore, wants to abfolvc us oC this 
diftant .legation, provided we ccmie down immediately with 
ibmetlung of equal value. Generous man I how he con(ults the' 
interefts of perfons imme^ately under hia protection I What hu- 
mane endeavours he daily exerts to render juftice to diftreHed 
ftrangets, whom he came here profeilqily to cbnible and to re* 
lieve \ Two of the gang who were leagued agunft us,, have been 
twice bronght b«Fore him. The vizier has been as oiten fom- 
moned to his tribund. Examinations have been taken of the 
£i£ts i but as the accuiers and the culprits, have never beea 
brought together, nothii^ is likely to enfueiromthis extraordinary 
node' of trial, that can tend to the recovery of oar. property, or 
the puniihmtnt of the offenders. Smaller .crimes> however, are 
cerref^ with &verity, when they are offered to 'Mofluliqeaj: 
■ 7 an 
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an mftance of vriiich occurred to-day before our door. A Chrif- 
tiaa and an Arabian; were convifted beibre die hakeem, of 
fteabng a fmall quantity of filver plate from a canuranfera. Tins 
a£); c^ delinquency was punifbed by a {evtre baftinado on die 
foks of the feet^ which we underftand is the general method pf 
correction. 

This being the Mahometan fabbath* the liakeem went in great 
ftate to the mofque. But the fumitui'e of liis horfe was not of a 
piece with the difplay he meant to make. It was very antique, 
and c6nfiderably the worfe ibr wear. Neither «Sd his beaft do 
much credit to hii Iccepit^ The horjes in U[»per Egypt (eem 
to labour in xommon under this negle£t. They are very 
iprightly animals, though <^ a fmall fize ; and yet thiey cut no 
figure, where cocn and fugar-canes are m great plonty ; winch 
naull be attcibuted ^ther to dw unflulftrtnofe of die groom, or 
the. •peattry cf the owner. Indeed, provifiont e£ all kinds are fo 
cheap in this country, that the natives live WeU, for little or no- 
thio^. We, who neceflanly pay fw things at double rates, pro- 
vide for: a family of ton or twelve people, at the moderale expence 
■X3i doe ddlar and a half, eg: (ewn ihillings per /Hem, In this are 
inctudcd fruits of various kinds, of which we eat £> heartily, 
that they often conftitute a quarter part of the coft. Bread is 
-alt kaft thrice as cSieap as in En^and, and fine mutton iUIs 
uAiaUy at two pence ^er pound. But what avails the plenty iJbat 
rngns here, when freedom has fled tbe land, and taken up her 
abode in northern clones i Infecure in di£ o^o^ent of thar 
property, which is the Iport of every inteftinc commotion, die 
tne^ves ratfaenkawl out a Ufeof onoertaizi tenure, than eidft with 
die ^irit of haman. cseatores. 

A iervant bdcaiging to our-iiau£t brong^ me a pisct of jcop- 

pec money, wdudi I imoKdiatdy Jcnew to be Aomaia. Qa 

jny ffooxig him. a fibaer ^ewSmny fis jt, Talne « halfpenny; . he 
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produced three otlun's, all Roman ccnns, and found, a& he tells 
me, among fome rums here. To fpur his a£Uvity in procuring 
me more, I gave him two dewannies apiece for the reft, with which 
he f^ned much delighted, I can only regret the critical fitua- 
tion we are ia, which prevents our beating up an ample field,, 
that undoubtedly abounds 'm every fpecies of antique rarities. 

SATURDAY, 23d August. 

The quondam hakeem fcnt for Ibrahim early this m«:ning, and 
propoicd my accompanying him to the fhaik this evening. We 
very readily cloied with this icfaeme, and fent our compliments. 
to the hakeem, dtfiring his permiiHon to go. This was a recpeft 
which he could not flatly refufe j but Ibrahim iays he ^pear-- 
ed much chagrined that we would not ttaUk to the letter he haji 
fpnt, and to which he d«ly expefted a favoraUe anfwer. We 
are fb tired out with evafions, that any ftate Teems preferable to, 
that we are in ; and- 1 have accordingly pr^tared myfelf to em- 
bark with the quoadam hakeem and Ibrahim for the ihuk's court 
atfian^fet. 

While^ we were at breaks, we had a vifit fmn the Tuik, who 
was acccunpanied by a friend that is Ukewife going to Cairo. Ii« 
opened to us a defigp which we pw^h ^proved of, aivl doubt not 
to bring it to bear, in cafe of the fhaik'^ permi^Hon. He tells us 
there is a boat ready to Isul foj Curo, on which we may emlxMrki 
at my return, provided we are willing to give their pafl*^^ to fonuj 
camel-drivqrs, who are waiting for a conveyance to C^ro. Hft 
is acquainted with a company of tfaefe people, ,wba want to traoiv' 
pelt th^r coffee thither. They will^f^ve us. the expense, of a 
guard, as. every i^an carries a ntatchlock,. and, in de£ni<» of his, 
grt^rty, .will form the bell prote^on we can ddlre far our boat^ 
We'efteemowfeWe^veryUickyin having fo«nd aaadvifcr, whofc 
i. . . - • K k intareft' 
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intereft will prompt him to be fincere, and whofe journey depends: 
upon our fuccefs. 

I had a mefiage about eleven o'clock, to prepare for my voyage 
immediately after dinner. This meal is ferved op at noon in this 
country, and we were in the height of it, when Ibrahim was fent 
for by the hakeem. We did not like this fummons, and were the 
lefs furprizcd, when we learnt that the hakeem difluaded. us from . 
going to thefhaik. This he did, under the pretence of the trouble 
it would give me, and the little confequence a vifit would be of, 
unfurnifhed as we were, with a prefent to fmooth the introduc- 
tion of our fiiit. To this we replied, that nothing could be ac- 
counted a trouble which would effeft our departure i and in re- 
Ipcft to the want of a prefent, tlie gentleman who went, propofed' 
to lay the paper, which contained our loflcs here, at the ihaik's 
ftet; and to requeft him to recover the whole for hisownuieV 
And that this could not be confidered as- a trifling gift; which- 
amounted at leaft to r, 200 dollars. But he was deaf to thefe ar- 
guments ; and at length told us he "would write again by his pre- 
deceifor in- officej urging an order for our fafe conduct to Cairo. 
But that he could not admit of my vifiting the fli^k, and Mting- 
into a thoufand difficulties, from an inability to fitisfy the de- 
•Aiands^of thelhaik's fecretaries and dome{Hcs; There-was fomc 
ftiew of reafon in this remonftranee. We werewell acquainted with- 
their craving difpofition'i and though we- had -money enough to 
have fcattcred- among them, our- fituationis' lb precarious^ that 
wedare not pretend to it. The faftis, we are in his power,, and^ 
cannot aft contrary to las' inclination< We therefore- fubmitted' 
with a good grace, and fent Ibi^ahim to the qmmdam hakeem^ to- 
remind him of ourftory, and-to befpeak hie influence with the' 
fliaik in our behalf. Ibralum attended him- to the boat, and. 
brought-us back affurances of his utmoft fervicee, which -the poor 
man delivered-with tears in his eyes. This- is too uncommon an 
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exprefiion of fincerity among the Arabs, to make us fuTpiclous 
of its not coniing from the heart *. 

We walked to the caravanfera in the evening, to acqu^nt the 
Turk of our difeppointmcnt, and to tender him camels for the 
conveyance of his coffee, fhould the (haik think it fafer for us to 
go by land. He received the offer with gratitude ; but ftill gives 
us hopes of hearing better news concerning the troubles on the 
river. 

SUNDAY, 24th August. 

The Turk came to us this morning, mth a face full of {bme> 
thing important. After the firft cup of coffee, he delivered him- 
felf of his burthen, which was at all events to diffuade us from 
^ing by land. He told us, that he propofed fetting off in a few 
days for Jirje, to wait till the river was: clear, and prelTed us much 
to accompany him. We were rather ftartled at this propofition, 
after what had palled between us the night before ; and, willing 
to know his fentiments fully on the matter, we repeated our in- 
tention to proceed by land, in cafe rtie paffage by the Nile fiiould 
rem^n ftill perilous. Now it was that we learnt the defperate 
fituaticMi we were reduced to. The dangers which encompailed ut 
appeared in their proper colors, and required not the touches of 
art to give them a formidable appearance. Armies of contending . 
parties obftrufted our progrefs by water j and a band of robbers 
threatened to purfue our footfteps by land. In ftiort, we difcover- 
ed that this Turk was tender of the charafters of Muffulmen, 
until he began to fufpeft we ffiould luffer by thdr treachery. 
He therefore informed us in confidence, that we fliould be mad- 

* Thus were all my hopes of viewing the antiquities of Luxor and Thebes, dalh- 
■eA in a moment, by the caprice of a Jlave, who is become our mafter, and detains me 
from accompanying this Arab to the fliai}:, who is in that neighborhood. 

K k a men 
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inen to truft ourlclves over the delarts of Thebals, when our de- 
parture could not be kept a fecret. That, allowing the hakeem to 
be iincerej and that he difpatched U6 agreeably to .the ihailc's or- 
der, there would not be wanting rogues in this town, who, coq- 
fident of our carrying away money and jewds with us, would &■- 
cretly -colleft thiity or forty light camek, and althpugh we had 
got two days ilart of them, might eaiily overtake, planter, and 
murder our whole body. To illuftrate this obfervation, he re- 
lated to us a ftory of a Turkifh gentleman of his acquaintance, 
' who was treated in this manner abput two years ago, in a journey 
from Cofire to Ghinnah. A report univerfally prevailed, as in 
our cafe, that he was po&Bed of great wealth, and he^uas fol- 
lowed by a fele£l: hand into the deiart, and futprized while he wag 
taking fome refreshment beneath a thom-tree. His -party was 
too y/cak to re{ift the robbers; and the Turk was Ihot through 
the head at the firft onfet. This anecdote naturally led him to 
relle£l: on our late fituatloa, which h^ boen lb fimllar to the un- 
fortunate traveller's, and to congratulate us on the ilTue, which had 
been fo diiferent. He was afcertain&i that the isms fate had been 
intended us, from which we had efcaped by a i^al intea-vention 
of Providence. On the other hand, our friend pointed out the 
probability of our fliunning the dangers of the river, by the tak- 
ing refuge in any town we might be near, on an alarm of enemies j 
not to add the chance of ileering clear of them by night, and our 
ability, in a flout boat, to make a manful refinance againft an 
hoftile attack. We were quickly convinced of the propriety of 
this advice j and it is leiblved that we wait for the fhaik's anfwer 
refpefting our departure. Should it fo happen that he dire£t our 
being fent by land, we are to inform the hak^m that we are con- 
tent to run all riiks by water, rather than encounter the fatigues 
of another camd-jonmey : And, moreover, that our purfes will 
not afford the expence of it. In the mean time, the Turk is to ie- 
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dure a boat, and to hold it in readkiefs for tts. This is a plaa 
which has been reared on the moft plaufible foundation » but, 
like the reft of oor airy fchemes, may be demolished by the 
changes of the morrow . 

- i know not whether I ihould lament or r^oice at my not be- 
ing :p(^feffed of the true fpirit of mrtii, which, overlooking all 
obAacles and perils, leads the pofleflbr to hazard every thing foe , 
^ acquifition of an antique medal or feal. Were I one of the 
number whom Pope fays, ** Sighs for an Gtho» and neglefts his 
bride," I might indeed zM to the lift of the curiofities which I 
have picked up, but at the fame time endanger our very liberties, 
by a flww of Bnqmry into the finalleft mattcrst To procure thefe 
reliques, money muft be produced, the mere rumour f^ which 
might awaken the avarice of the people, at whole difpolal we 
Ue. . Thcfc refie6tions were fuggefted by a prcfe»t, which I re- 
cdved this evening from one of the Chriftians, of leals taken 
up both here and at antient Thebes. The impreffions,. it mufl: 
beconfeft, difcover no great ^egance in the engraving. But their 
an^quity is liot to be doubted, from the remotoneis of the quar-> 
ter in 'whii^ they were found. 

MONDAY, 25th AuGtrsT. 

N^ews is at length arrived of the death of the merchant Maho- 
met at Cofire. The peribns who communicated it to us, had 
the confidence to warn us of going abroad immediately, left the 
relations of the deceafed fliould revenge themfelves upon us, whofe 
mon^ they confider to have been the caufe of his murder. A 
pretty inference, truly I worthy of the fubtle intellects of this di- 
abolical tribe! But whether the danger exifts or not, we intend 
to make a plea of it to the hakeem, to haften pur departure, as 
we do of the murder itihiC to excufe ow going by land. Indeed^ 
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■when we are aicertained ofthe villainy of the Arabs, who are law- 
lefs enough to take away a Muflulman's life in the middleof acara- 
van, what fecurity can be given to Chriftians, for their fafety with 
a fmall body ? Our Turk paid us a morning vifit amid thcfe deter- 
minations, and again confirmed us in them. He propofes our 
getting away to Jirje as foon as poffible, and remaining there, until 
an opportunity offers to convey ourfelves to Cairo. He defcribes 
Jirje to be a large and well-regulated cityj where we may keep 
ourfelves private in a caravanfera, and be two days nearer the 
capital, to obtain intelligence. We are too tired of the oppreffion 
and deceit of the people of Ghinnah, not to wifh earneftly for a 
change of the fcene ; which, at any rate, cannot prove Ids 
agreeable and eligible to us. 

The fall of villainy occafions as great lamentations in this 
town, as would the demife of integrity in an honeft land. The 
tragedy which was lately afted near Cofire, gave birth to a mourn- 
ful proceflion of females, which palled through the diffivmt 
ftreets of Ghinnah this morning, and uttered difmal cries for the 
death ©f Mahomet." In the cwiter was a female of his family, 
who carried a naked fword in her hand, to intimate the weapon 
by which the dcceafed fell. At fundry places the proceflion Hop- 
ped, and danced around the fword, to the mulic of timbrels and 
tabors. They paufed a long time before our houfe, and fome of 
the women made threatening iigns to one of our fervintsj which 
agree with the caution we received to keep within doors. It 
would be dangerous enough to face this frantic company j whole 
conftant clamor and extravagant geftures give them all the ap- 
pearance of the female Bacchanals of Thrace, recorded of old. 

As our Turk came up ftairs this evening, he was flopped by 
fome of the hakeem's fervants, and we were obliged to fend 
Ibrahim to obttun him admittance. The Uttle man was much 
nettled at this ufage, nor could we account for it. The buftle 
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Below flairs had occafioned an enquiry into the caufe^ and Ibra- 
him was fummoned by the great man, to explain it. The Turk 
Mififted upon accompanying him, and returned to us very well 
fatisfied. He told the hakeem that he was an acquaintance of 
fcng ftanding ; was known to our conful at Cairo, and purpofed 
to attend us to that city. We are very well pleafed that this 
matter is broken to the hakeem ; who politely apologized for the 
affront, which had been offered to a friend of ours, through the 
ignorance of his fervants. 

. The meanncfs ofthisAbaflee is (hocking to a liberal n^ind, 
which muft be reduced indeed to accept of the trifles which he 
greedily folicits. He fufpefts us to be bare of money, and is 
willing to eafe us of our remaining cloaths. He even takes ap- 
parel which can be turned to no ufe j and the very ftieets from 
our beds have not efcaped his rapacious hands. Daily are the 
inroads which he makes into our baggage i and we are content 
to have it reduced to a fmall compafs. Among all the bad qua- 
lities this iellow po^fles, pride cannot be included in the 
number.. 

TUESDAY, 26th August. 

The times of Yambo feem to be once more revived, and our 
patience fated to be put to ■ the fevereft proof. Three days are 
elapfed fince the laft letter went to the fliaik, and no anfwer is 
yet arrived. It is a myftery to all, that no notice has been 
taken of. the various- accounts, which have been tranfmitted to the 
Ihaik, r^tive to us. He doubtlefs knows of our detention j but 
we greatly apprehend, that he is (till a (tranger to the principal 
circumftances of our (lory. Were it not for the con(idence we 
r^xsfe in the fosmer hakeem, we (hould not expeft any orders in 
our favor, until the (haik'3 return, which every one fays is near 
1 at- 
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at hand. This momiiig we faw his nephew pals 'to«rards the li- 
ver, where he embarks in a boat to meet tbe fhaik. Four or five 
hours of a fur wind, wUl carry him to the j4ace to which his 
uncle has lately moved. 

We had a long vilit from the hakeem this forenoon. He tell* 
us that advices came yefterday from Cairo, which aiSord hopes 
that a ftrong force will foon be fent up the river, to clear it of 
Ibrahim Bcg's parties. A large detachment of Ifmaul Beg's ar- 
my has fecured an important poft about fifty miles below Jirj e; 
fo that the communication is open from thence to Cairo } and 
Muftapha Beg's gallies are thereby detained at Jirje. A very 
ihort interval may occafion a revolution in matters ; and the re- 
bels who obftruft our progrefs,- may be driven back to the upper 
parts of the Nile. We alfo find that l£tnaul B^, by thefe ad- 
vices, has tnvefted the Shaik Ul Arab with the fovereignty of four 
more provinces of Upper Egypt. A refined Uroke of policy in the 
Bey, to confirm him in the intereft of the government; and to 
oblige him to defend thefe very iwovinces againfl the fugitive 
chiefs, who might acquire a fupply of men and money from the 
conqueft of them. 

In the courfe of our converfation with the hakeem, we dlico- 
vered his predilection to our going by land. On our pointing out 
the obflacles which might deter cs frcnn fuch an undertaking, he 
endeavoured to obviate them, by the ftrongeft afTurances of his 
care and protection. He went fo far as to declai'e, ibxt <»i our 
' fctting out for C^ro, he would feize upon AUjr and .the fellows 
who had robbed us, and detain them in cuflody until our &£ety 
was known. That he would alfo afiix chops or feals, upon the 
warehoufe-doors^of the camel-drivers, imtilthey returned with the 
intelligence of our arrival at Cairo. Thefe promiies are encou- 
raging enough, and might induce us to venture at laft: upon ca- 
mels, if an example were made of the rogues who plundered us, 
2 t« 
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to deter others from attempting the like. The camel-drivers who 
went with the company of Turks to Cairo, are expe£ted back iii 
four or five days. They will, perhaps, bring us an anfwcr from 
Mr. Baldwin, and wc have the good fortune to be furnilhed, by 
his rneans, with a recommendation to the (haikfrom Ifmaul Beg.- 
But there is little chance of our being obliged to determine on this 
point, during the abfence of the.fhaik. The government is likely 
to- reap no little advantage from our coming here. The murder, 
" of Mahomet has given it a pretence,, to fepure the property of. the. 
camel-drivers belonging to that caravan. We faw.a fecretafy paft 
by with a party of foldicrs this afternoon, and were told> tiiat he 
had been affixing chops to the different warehoufes of their cara^ 
vanfera, which contained coffee to a coniidef able amount. This' 
would partly go towards fatisiying the family, of the deceafed, but 
the moft confiderable portion be confiicated to gpvemnlteiit. 

I went up to the top of our houfe in the evening, to oblerve 
the progre6 of the inundations of the Nile. The fr^ihes new are 
at the greateft height ; and there appear^ a prodigious, alteration 
in the fcene lince my laft view of it. The waters - are fpread to 
the very extr^nities of the town. The ftream- is greatly agitated 
and difcdoredy and runs down vrith the force of an. beadlong 
torrent. 

WEDNESDAY, 27th August. .. ; 

I was awakened before day-break by the fame troop of women, 
which pafled our hou& the other day in honor to the memoiy <^ 
Mahomet. Their diimal cries fuited we^ with the lonely hour^of 
the night : and I underftand that this relic of the Grecian cuftoni 
lafts for the {pace of feyen days } during which interval the female 
relations of the deceafed make a tpur through the town, morning . 
LI and) 
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Koi night, beating their breafts, throwing afhes on their headf, 
and difplaying every artificial token of fbrrow. 
T The general: rumor of the town is, that the fhsuk will be here 
tO'ttioiTciw, Some of his domeftics arc arrived, which in a man- 
ner confirms it. It is time for us to be relieved from the reftraint 
WB arc under, as every hour terans with the danger of difcovcries. 
From the frequent inipe£tion of our baggage, we ftill hold it ex- 
pedient to carry our money and valuables about us. Befides the 
iekfodanenefsofiuch a charge, accidental occurrences have often 
binnght us to the brink of betraying it : and more than once, to 
my great confufion, has the hakeem himfelf fate down fo clofe to 
^ place where my watch has been concealed, that he muft infal- 
libly have heard it goiag^ had we iK)t ftrmned all our invention to 
Mtgagis-his attwititm. God grant thM ^e fliaik was once come 
among us t when the worft which can happen will be, that we 
fliail know ^ utmoft malice of our fate. 

^¥etook a walk this evming along the banks of the Nile» to 
fee the-revolutio» of tAmgs in that quarter. The deluge extends 
itftlf ^i)y c« every fide > and we remarked man^ places where 
tli& riwoir has formerly made inroads into the town itfelf, A faco 
of bii^tMfs diffijfes it&lf amimd the country. The- hufbandmeit 
have prepared their grounds for the reception of the manure,, 
which the floods will leave upon them. Nature affifts them in. 
a p(unt, the moft. l^ripu$ and cs^poni^vc to th.e farmer in other 
* countries; and to this account, the cheapnefs of grain may be 
irapukcd in Vppe« Egypt, taofe than, to the quantity which riie 
Iioid pn)duce»> which is onfy euldvated on ^e hanks of the Nile, 
Whca the wateri retire^ the iked is imme^atehf fown» and a 

* The author mull except the kingdom of Btapl, which it watered by that 
apUe river the Ouges i whofc opetatiotu and cffc^ bar an intimate rcfeinblane* 
itlbofeoftluKiU. 
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er^ it Tcaptd within the Aort fpace of four HimKh. tilt nak 
iftonilhing inftince of the qoickntls of vi^eMtiott that ths moM 
can aiforcl. As we htid encountered (bme intelUgttit feildWs oik 
the road, I en<{uit«d into Ibtne of the natural cariafitiee, wMck 
have fo long diffingnilhed this region. I leam that the ttfttidk f| 
too common, to he much r^;ar<ied hy the natives. That the 
crocodile is a mod formidable tenant of the Nile, and heM bt 
great dread by the filhertmn i one of whom told us, thai he 
was prefent at the death of a crocodile a fliort time ags, in 
yrhok belly were found the gold riagi an4 omacMnn of a 
dancing-girl, who was devout«d by the Modfter, as ihe was baift^ 
ing in the river. The bippopotiunus, or river-hot^, is Hkewlft 
yet, though ranly, met with, between &A» place and jtr)e. I haM 
3U1 exa& refemblance of him in an' antique ftal which eajM-fMHi 
Ae mint of Thebes ; but I maft add, thut he i» a^A found t* 
he twehre fMt and upwards in length. His fltih is fs hard as (k 
refift a nradket-bati j and he is ii> tunniiig, ii listdsm W il«rer *• 
be feen aflioic, by day-light. Among the varioas realons (hit 
induce ay preferring to travel by water, IfatI <IeOrt of btholdiflg 
this ntt prodndion of nature, is not the ksA cogsnt : aiid I 
cannot but anticipate the grttificaions which are iti tban lot us; 
whenever I mdditattt on a voyage down the Nile, dlftuflKd as it 
is by the commotions cf war. 

T M U R S D AY, 28th AuoosT. 

Tlie morning was ulbered in by the arrival of a great ttsK, 
who came immediately to our houfe, accompanied by the ha^ 
keem, who went to the river-iide to recrive him.. He is a Turk, 
and was lately governor of Ghefe, a town fome hours diftant 
up the Nile, from whence he was removed on the revolution at 
Cairo. ' He is going by land to th&t city, and on hearing 9f our 
L 1 2 fituation. 
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fitufttfon,' very politely fent a raeffage to requeft the favor of our 
eompany; A better opportunity could not have offered itfelf 
fef our proceeding by this route; and we muft undoubtedly 
Avail ourfelves of it, if no good intelligence reach us touching the 
pafiage by water; before the.lhaik's return, which this Turk af- 
fifires us will -be to-moirow evening, or the next morning at fur- 
theft. Jt will be with . the utmoft regret, that we forego the 
v<rdant profpefts, the romantic fcenes, which the banks of the 
Nile abound ?vitb, to traverfe ftony vallies and a dreary waftc. 
.\ye cannot with any degreie of patience, compare the eafe and 
convenience of a boat, to :the , labor, fatigue, and heat we Hiall 
experience, in- journeying upon camels. But fo hearty is our 
averfion to the pe<^le we are among, fo wearied out are we with 
the delays, we have iqet with, that we ace ready to encounter the 
Jhorrors of die d^&tf , provided we encounter them under a 1^ 
.conduft, rather than rem^n hei%- a week longer, to wait the 
iflueof the difputes upon the. river.r— But our re&lutions are the 
fport of fortune, and catch their hue from the alpeffc o( the dayl 
Jt is with feme concern, that we. ftiall fbparate ourfelvrs from 
oijr little .Turkifti acquaintwce, whole good-humour anid atten- 
tion have greatly preferred him in our efteem. But it would be 
folly to rejeft the protection of this great man, who travels with 
a ftrong guard, for the uncertain and dangerous profpe£t of get- 
ting down by water. 

We were warmly folicited by the hakeem to-day, for various 
articles, which he had overlooked before. This is a ftrong inti- 
mation that his mafter is at hand, to deliver us at leaft from his 
imp(»tunities. 



FRIDAY, 



y Google 



[ a6.i ] 



FRIDAY, 29th August. 

■ A woman came to our- door to-day, who ufed to alk charity 
, of us at Cofirc. Shq ia juft arrived with the caravan, and brings 
fome fhocking accounts touching the death of Mahomet. It ap- 
pears, that he was left in the defart by the idllains who afTaulted 
him, and remained there three days without any afljftance what- 
ever, when he was accidentally taken up by a party of a few 
cttnels, and carried to Cofirt. There he lingered three days more, 
ere death relieved him from the pains he endured. The tortures 
which were rcferved for this, poor wretch, from the rankling of 
his many wounds, are really affe£ling to humanity ; but the 
horrors which mufthave haunted his confluence in this dread- 
fiilinterval, are too formidable to cMioeive, The deceitwhich- 
he had pra£tiftd' tovrardsihrangers, the breach of hofpitality be- 
neath tus own: n^of; and the perjuries that he had committed in 
the prefence of a juft God, muft in thofe moments have recur- 
];ed< w^lh double foire to his imagination, and ftruck him with a> 
fuU conviction' of his guilt. Even the Arabs theihfelves, who 
are feldom reftrained from evil from the contemplation of a fu> 
tui*e ftatCi acknowledge the interpofition of the divine hand in 
the fate of liiis man. Unhappy viftim of prqudice and palHon !■ 
may thy fins have been expiated by the anguifh of thy exit ! And 
may the eternal pardon wtuch is promifed to repentance, meet 
thee as fully ,^ as what I beftow upon thy offence 1 

Our hopes of going in company with the Turkiflt. officer, 
are cut off as foon as formed. He purpoies fetting out this 
night, and we are immoveably fixed here, until the prefence of 
the Ihaik breaks the ipell. We cannot but fecretly reproach the 
hakeem for this difiippointment. Had he permitted of my em- 
bafly ta the fhaik, there is Uttle doubt but we ihould have ob— 

tuned 
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itaincd permiffion to accompany this Turk to Cairo. But wc^ 
have not been wanting to efFcS. the utmeft. We have written a 
fourth letter to Mr. Baldwin, ftating our vncomfortable fitua- 
tion i which we have committed to the care of one of the Turk's 
domeftics, through the means of Ibrahim. 

The Turk and hi^ party departed at midnight, which we ob^ 
&rved from our windows, that almoft face his lodgings. He had 
£iven out that he fhould not go until the morning. Thefe pre-, 
^utions were taken by the former traveller& who went by land i 
to deceive* we {»^ume, the thievea who lu^k in this ang|^ 
borbood. 

SATURDAY, 30th August. 

We had ff aroely breafcfafted this momii^, when adfioe cMw 
.of the loi^-ei^ded approadi of tlie Shtik Ul Anb. We im^ 
mediately went to Che top of oar bonfe, to fee ^ cscemoaf of 
his landing. We had hitherto reftrainod our joy at an eventv 
which was too deiirable to be credited, without the evidence of 
our fenfes. The reader may therefore judge of our emotions, 
when we bclield a large fleet of boats, falling down mth tha 
llreRm. We found the fhaik to be in the headmoft, from the 
pendant and enfign which were dilplayed on board ; and he 
ibon entered the creek, which is a ihelfier for boats from the 
'^kncv of the ftclfaea, both fides of which were lined with 
people to receive him. But by the ftrength of the current his: 
boat was forced upon a bank, mid-way in the creek, and not 
without great difficulty, difengagcd. The watermen on the Nile 
do not feem to underftaod their bu&zei^, like tbtir frattrftity an 
the Thames i or they would not haw kft thrar monarch fo long' 
in pcTfrfexity. Several ropes gare wAy in drawing the boot ftom^ 
the bsnk » and two hours elapfed before ihe was brought to Ae 
Jaihdiag-[yldsc though affiibd by fbiiiehDiHli«ds«f^ptev < 
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It was pleafant enough to behold the terraces crowned wi^ 
wcHnen, on dm occafion. Their keepers were probably abroad* 
to pay their complunjEnts to the (haak, while the birds flew to- 
the tops of thor cages, to tafte oi the momentary fweets of li- 
berty. I never faw fo numerous a fhew of femalesr fome of 
whoBi, in our neighborhood, prodaimed tbonJelves proficients 
in the arts of coquetry* by mthdrawing their vails to attract 
our notice, and drc^ping them a^un> when our eyes were fixed 
upon their faces. Many were the fklutations we received from' 
the& good-natured creatcures ; wbofe freedcMn of behavior to us^ 
I attribute to the ri^d confinement in wluch they are kqit. Re* 
ftraint is t5e bane of modefty in female bo£»ns } and I will ven- 
ture to Jay, that there arc more women of k>ofe inclinations ' ia 
lk» Turhi& d<aniniooSi than in all Europe befide. So jull is the 
advice of our countrymAn Prior, in leg^ to our treatment of » 
fair epjDpflnJQP ; 

*« Bft to her fatOts a little, blind. 
Be to her virtues very kind; 
Let aU her ways Ik unconfia'd* 
A>4 fhft your padlock os^ her mind t" 

At fpor Qt'clock we were. fummoMed -to the prefence of thv 
ib^ ytbom wc fiaundalcnw in ar lower afartment of his palace. 
We w^remudk elevated by his anivaU and perhaps* could not ha^re 
affuattd to better advantage before our proto^r i whole cordial 
wccption 4^ u» befpeaks hua to be fuch* in the trueft fenfe of 
the wocd^ He ftated: us on the iame carpet with tumfelf, and' 
4fitQF a £efv compU«ent5^ which were interpreted to us by Ibra* 
bimi ha ^refted. co&e and fruit to be placed before us. Here 
for the fiift time we faw grapes, which were very fine» and a pe- 
9ldMr 4l«^ vJBioh fnrpa&s every tbdn;g; ef the kJAd I ever met 
9 wi&. 
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with. While we wert partaking of this repaft, I had Irafure to 
take a full view of the Ihaik, and cannot refift the inclination of 
introducing a character to the reader, of which I flatter myfelf 
he will have re'afon to be enamored hereafter. 

Ifman Abu Ally, the great (haik of the Arabs — for fuch we 
would render the Shaik Ul Arab— ^is a fhort.fat man, of about 
five feet two inches high, and turned, as we learn, of feventy- 
five. His eyes are grey, and his complexion very fair; but 
what at once gives him a fmgular and more youthful look, his 
beard, which is veiy bufhy, is colored of a bright "yellow. This 
exterior may not feem the moft promifing, and might create dif- 
tafte, if the benevolence that beams from his countenance, were 
not foremofl: to fecurc the heart of the bdiolder. Neither can 
the fhrillnefs of his voice, which is harfh and diflbnant, d^roy 
the beauty of the fentiments, which it is infufficiently made ufe 
of to convey ; as the elegance of the words may fometimes atone 
for the demerits of a tune. He is ilill a£tive, for a man of his 
fize and age j and his fpirits are fo good, that were it not for 
the ravage which time has made among his teeth, he might pafs 
for a younger man by twenty years at leaft. ■ Except the viziers 
of Yambo and Ghinnah, whom we had found to be- villains by 
fad experience, we had hitherto dealt with the drofs of the na- 
tion. It was referved for this moment, for ii? to meet with the 
polite gentleman and the honeft man, comprized'in the perfon 
where they ought to be found, in the repreicntative of his 
people. Happy the fubjeft of a virtuous land, who at ohce pof^' 
fefles and imitates fo rare an example ! But how funk in die 
abyfs of infamy are the race, who wholly deviate from the Aan- 
dard of reftitude j and though daily reproached by the life of 
their monarch, are not to be reci<umed by the totic of authority, 
or the elocution of aftive virtue ! ■.:.'•.-. 

We had quickly caufe to find, that we had not given tiie ItaSc 
S ^ too 
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■tf>6 much credit for his. integrity. His impatience to acquit him- 
felf in our opinion, of any connivance at the conduct: of Ws 
fervants, couJd fcarcely be retrained by the forms of civility, 
which precluded bufinefs during our repaft. But no foon«r was 
it cfnded, than he fliifted the conver&tion, and came directly to 
the point which we were fo much concerned in. He lamented, 
the treatment which we had undergone, and which could only 
have happened in his. ablence; and he vehemently reprobated 
the behavior of his officers, which he was determined to punifti 
in the moft exemplary manner^ After a few leading queftions, 
which tended to confirm ^e report that had been made to him 
touching our .ftory, he profc^Ied, that his return to Ghinnah 
had been haftencd on oar account. That he had cdmi; puf- 
pofely to do us Arid juftice on our perlecutors, and to difpatch 
us under a fafe condu^ to Cairo. As a proof of his fmcerity, 
he ordered Ally, the brother of the deceafed Mahomet, to be 
brought before him. He had been previoufly takoi into cuftody, 
and was waiting without, to be examined. With this fellow, 
came Sauker, one of the rogues who had affifted to plunder us, 
and who of bis own accord, produced the things which had fallen 
to his ihare, in the divifion of the fpoils. He laid them at the 
fhdk's feet j and with the greateft effirontery declared, that he 
had taken them, only to fecure them from the thieves of the 
houie : and that his truth might be deduced from his caTe 
of our property. Though his offence was palpable, this 
ftep was fuflicient to fkreeh him from punilhment in a coun- 
try, where retribution is all that is required by the profecutor, 
and where }uftice is generally to be appealed by pecuniary fines. 
But the ill-advifod Ally did not efcape in this manner. He 
boldly doiied having robbed us of money br valuables, and was 
loudly exclaiming at the injuftice of the accufation, when the 
fhaik raifed his voice, and a dozen Abyflinian Haves fuddenly 
M m feized 
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feized on the cujfn'it, and hurried him out of the room. Wie 
were in pain for the fellow, and were me^tating on the conA^ 
quences of his arreft, when he was brought into our prefence 
again, bound hand and foot, with a chain about his neck, hj 
which he was held. He was on the point of recaving the baf- 
tinado on his knees, when he confeiTed the charge, and promifetf 
to return all that he had taken from us. The fliaik was in- 
clined to inilid the punifhmenton him } but by the interpoli- 
tion of thofe about him, in which we joined, he remitted it f<x' 
the preient ; and direfted Ally to be led home, that he might 
produce the goods. Our triumph was complete. One of our 
antient enemies had atoned for his crime» in a manner that out- 
went the moft fanguine idea of revenge. The other was humbled 
at our feet. He furvived indeed : but it was only to abaJe hlmt- 
&lf before us, and to depend upon our moderation f<ur his 
fccurity ! 

In about half an hour Ally returned, and produced a few of 
the leafl valuable articles. He eameiitly requeued until the mom^ 
ing to deliver up the reft, and to repay us the money that he had 
dieated us out of. This was granted him at our defire, and 
the prifoner committed to his own houfe, under the cuftody of a 
ftrohg guard. 

Several of the fhaik's courtiers had come in during this exami- 
nation, among whom were his nephew and the quondam hakeem.. 
We found the latter was in di^race, and endeavored to make his. 
peace, by exprefling to his mafter, the many obligations we lay' 
under to his care of our peHbna. The good old man only fliook 
his head in reply, and waved the fubjeA, by defiring us to attend 
again at feven o'clock the next morning, wh^ he had fummoned 
a fiill court of julHce to puniih ova aggreflbrs. He dilinified us, 
with frefli aflfurances of Ms protection -, and, as an eameft of what 
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we might expeft, he directed our fervants to Carry home the rece- 
ded goods in triumph before i^. 

SUNDAY. 31ft August. 

W« breakfafted betimes, and at feven o'clock went to the {haik's 
houft. The court were ahxady a&mbled in an open Tpot before 
the houfe, which was Ihaded by an high wall from the morning 
iun. Here we found the (haik encompalTed by his great men, 
with a number of foldiers and attendants at fome diftance in didr 
front. Carpets were fpread in the intermediate fpace for our re- 
ception. Here we feated oorielves^ after making our obeifahce to 
the Ihaik, and waited in filence the ilTue of the trial. Next to the 
Ihaik's right hand was placed his nephew, and, as we underftand, 
hi& declared fucceflbr in the government. He is a comely and 
good-humored looking man, feemingly between thirty and forty 
Teal's of age ; and by his bphavior, appeared to be lefs our enemy 
than any other of his uncle's counfellors. So unhappy is this up- 
right and humane prince in the lot of his fervants. 

Juft before we came in> the culprit Ally had undeigone a fevere 
baftinado, on again proving refra£tory j and the hakeem was ient 
to learch'his houfe for the ftokn goods. This occafioned a pauie 
in' the proceedings, which were interrupted by the fudden appeai- 
ance of the vizier, who, to our great aftonifliment, took a ieat 
which was vacant next to the (huk's nephew. This confideqce 
was unexpected, and filled us wj,th unfavorable prognoses of the 
event of our fuit. But our doubts were of fliort continuance. He 
had altered unregarded by his mafter, and was talking with great 
eafe to thofe about him, when the ihmk turned about, and in a lb- 
lemn tone, afked him for the ftiauls and things, which he had re- 
ceived from the Englifli gentlemen. The whole frame of this gay 
courtier was endently difcompofed by this queftion. He had pro- 
M m 2 tubly 
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bably.Udd his account with our fupprefling the part he had taken 
againft us> after the high hand with which he had once ftopped iftc 
accufation of Abdul RulTar, and was unprepared with an evaGon.- 
His countenance inftantly was dtfkx)bed of its pleafantry ; his 
limbs trembled, and his tongue faltered in framing a reply, the 
fubftance of which was, that he was a ftranger to the matter with 
which he was charged. We were afliamed of the meanne& of a 
man of his rank, but the wrath of the ftiaik was wound up to 
the higheft pitch at the hearing of this falf^ood . He was confirmed 
of the guilt from the fymptOms which the offender difplayed ; and 
without calling any frefh evidence to corroborate it, he proceeded 
to decide. But he could hardly find utterance for his orders* 
which were to arreft and flog the Wzier immediately. A number 
of flaves Aarted from the croud, to execute the pleafure of their 
lord. The aftoniihed minifter could not believe his ears, and 
would fain have perfuaded himfelf that the afiair was a jeft. He 
was prefently convinced of his tniftake. The officers of jufticc 
kud violent hands upon hiis perlbn, tumbled him from his proud 
feat; and in a rude manner hurried him away, in fpite of his oat- 
cries and fruitlefs refiftancc. This^ behavior ferved only to exaf- 
perate the ihaik. His eyes flashed with the honeft indignation 
which lighted his bofom ; his ftrength could Scarcely liipport the 
agitations of his mind ; and after fome effort, he rdfed himfelf 
&om his carpet, and repeated his commands in a voice, that ftrock 
terror into the breafts of all jH-efent. He was immediately for- 
rounded by a croud of his courtiers, who kifled . lus hands, em- 
braced his knees, and interceded with him for the pardon of the 
vizier. Thefe nobles took no (hare in the paffions of their monarch, 
and were only attentive to exculpate one of dwir body, though 
at the expence of honor and juftice. 

I muft own that I was concerned at the fearful fituation of a mani. 

who bad never been guilty of any aAual violenGe towards t^s, and 

r whofe 
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w)iQie p-eatefl; trefpafs was the recapt of prefents, on bis affb- 
rj^es of protection, when he peimitted of our bdng plundered by 
our inhofpitable hoft and his adherents. Thcfe, however, were 
crimes of the deep^ft dye, in the 6yes of the good old fiiaik. When 
we^lire^ed Ibralum to plead for the inoffenfive conduct of the vi- 
zier towards us, he would not hear of any apology for a villain, 
who had to little the. honor of his country at heart, as to injure 
its charafter by winking at the maltreatment of ftrangers^ -He 
could the lefs overlook it in a fervant of his own, and added, that 
it was at our inftance only, he would remit the puniQiment due to 
his enormity. The mortification neverthelefs was referved for the 
vizier, that he (hould be brought before us, difarrayed of his gay 
apparel, his hands bound behind him, and a chain faftened about 
his neck. In this mUerable plight, he was told of the obligation 
he was under to our generous applicatitm ; and led home by a 
guard, to produce his. ill-gotten acquifition, as bis only hope of 
&fety. >Ve obfcrved a general murmur among the grandees, at 
the compliment which was p^ us on this occalion. The dif- 
grace of one of their body excited no friendly fentiments towards 
US; and not a few menacing looks were thrown upon us from 
the circle. On the other hand, the Ihaik harangued them in a len" - 
iibk. and pathetic Q>eech, on the honor of their nation. He ca& 
the moA juft and fevere reproaches on the character of the abfent 
minifter, and warned them in future, againft fuch inhuman 
practices towards ChrifVians and Grangers. He then turned to 
us with the kindefi afpeCt, and re-aiTured us of his protection. He 
thankf^ us for the confidence which we had repofed in him, in 
venturing through a country, io remote and unknown; -and la- 
mented anew, that his ab&nce from his capital had given room 
for our repenting the experiment. He fuppoled that no fociety, 
however enlightened, was free from the dafs of reptiles by which 
we had fulfered> and the law provided a juft retaliation for the 

o&nce^ 
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ofFcncc. But he attributed the commiflton of theo^nce to the 
negtefl of the hakeem of Ghinnah» who had {lumbered like an 
unwary centinel on his duty. For this he^d been difcharged 
from his office, and a flave of his own been fent to take care of us 
until his arrival. All that was now wanting to a>mplete our fa- 
tisfaftion, was the rccovwy of our l(^es, which he would fee ef- 
fefted ; and our journey to Cairo, which he fwore fliould be ac- 
compJifhed without an injury being offered to an hair of our 
heads. 

As virtue as well as vice is magnified by comparifon, it will not 
appear extraordinary, that our encreafing regard for this great 
man began to border upon enthufiafm. Reader! if thou art of 
the yielding kind, if thy mould is fufceptible of tender impref- 
lions — iay, when furrounded by a croud of homely females, did 
thy heart never beat high at the approach of tranfcmdant beau- 
ty i So, from the doudof mifcreants that encompaf&d his throne, 
fhot forth the glories of the Egyptian king ! So bright, fo peer- 
lefs did he rife from the contrail. So unworthily ftationed, and 
yet fo worthy of the ftation in wluch his birth had placed . 
him I Nurfed in the lap- of ignorance zad barbarifm, like another 
Peter, he had triumphed over nature. Nor opinion could warp, 
nor habit could bind him. He nobly Ipumed the prejudices of 
education, and, without any guide, fave the impulie of innate 
goodners, he (bared to the fuperior heights of virtue. She feem- 
ed the miilrefs of his inclinations, rather than of his eleSion or 
interefl; } and, befide him, the world may a&rd but few fubjefls 
of fuch an influence. It is true, that bis endeavors were not 
crowned with the fuccefs that diftinguifhed thole of Peter the 
Great. But Peter attended more to the aggrandizement than the 
morals of his people ; and, with all the great.qualities of the hero, 
funk infinitely below the Egyptian, in the feelings of the man. 
The latter was fit to have ruled over an enlightened empird. 

While 
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While the former* after all his viftories, was, in many refpefts, 
an example unworthy of imitation t 

Our ignorance of the Arabian language obliged iis to have re- 
courib to our interpreter, for an acknowledgment of thefe fa- 
vors. But at the fame time, it faved us the confufion of appear- 
ing at a lois for a fuitable reply. We Iheltered ourfelves under 
-this fortunate circumftance, which, in a great meafiire, left our 
patron to concave a gratitude, which words would have but poor- 
ly exprefled. 

A mellenger now arrived with two fliauls and my creefe, from 
the vizier. The other ihaul, he faid, he had parted with } and 
the piftols he had given to Ally. Once more, therefore, was the 
wretched Ally produced before the court ; and on denying the re- 
ceipt of them, the baftinado was again infli£Ved on him *. . Be- 
tides the articles which had been reflored, there were ftiU a fihxr 
urn, a pair of gold knee-buckles, and a quantity of valuable linen 
to be accounted for. Not to fpeak of the money which they had 
obtsuned from us, under various pretences. But thele were £ud 
to have fallen to Mahomet's (hare in the diviiion ; and his robbery 
and death were made a plea of by the family, to fatisfy us for our 
lofe. The {haik would not hear of thb apology, which he term- 
ed £alfe and evafive. And fooner than we fhould fufier by that 
family, he declared, that he would firft order their Tobftance to 
bedifpofed of, and tf that would not repay us for our Ibffes, 
Ally and the reft of them (hould be fold as flaves, to make up the 
fum. It was now time for us to inteiferc. The matter was ex- 
ceeding the bounds to which we meant to pufli it j and policy, as 

• This ii a very hovel as well as fearful pi»niihmeiit. The prifoner is placed up- 
right on the ground, whh his hands and feet bound together, while the executioner 
ftands tefore him, and, with a fliort ftick, ftrikes him with a fmart motion on the 
outfideof bis knees. The pain which arifes from thefe ih-okes, is exquifueiy^fe- 
wrp, and what no conftitution cauld fupport for anj contiiuiaBce. 

well 
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well as humanity^ prompted tis to di-op it. Our prinapal aim 
was to get from Ghinnah, under a proper proteflion. Our pcrfe- 
cutors had been chaftifed, and it was preferable for us to put up 
with fome intonvemence, rather than run the rifle of being de- 
tained here, in the purfuit of full redrefs. On this account we 
liftened to the mediation of the hakeem, and fome of the cour- 
tiers, who befeeched us to withdraw our claim to all but eighty 
dollars of the remaining debt, which Ally might raife from the . 
camels he poiTelled. Our acquiefcence in this propofal gained us 
credit with all prefent, and drew a particular compliment from 
the worthy ihaik j who protefted, that he could not but admire 
our generofity, though it was exercifed at the cxpence of their 
national charafter. The reader, perhaps, may agree with us, 
that we ought not to have fubfcribed to this inlinuation, as fuch 
a man as was then before iis> was enough to redeem his nation 
JTom obloquy. 

The court now broke up, and we were difmifled, not a littte 
plcafcdwith this mode of adminiftering juftice. The punifhment 
inflicted upon robbers in other countries, fupprefles the growth of 
them in the general opinion. But when we refteft on the frequent 
robberies that are committed in our own, it feems doubtful, whe- 
ther the feverity of the fentence anfwers the expefted end. For a 
traveller, at leaft, who has his own intereft moft at heart, the ila- 
tisfadion which we received was in&iitely more eligible, than any 
that could have been made us of a fanguinary nature. We had 
recovered what we had loft all expectation of ieeing again ; and to 
Dur hafte and good-will only, is to be attributed our not obtain- 
ing the unconditional benefit of the fhaik's decree. As a fmall 
token of our refpedt, on our return home, we made up (iich a 
prefent as we judged would be moft acceptable to a man of his 
turn of mind, and fent it to the ftiaik by Ibrahim. It confifted of 
A couple of fine ftiauls, an Indian carpet and palampore, and an 

handfome 
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handibme labre and cafe of piftols. The fkbre and p'lftols, tho' 
articles of the greateft value> he returned, and fent us many thanks . 
for our remembrance of him in the reft, which he faid he would 
keep for our fake. He alfo told Ibrahim, that he had dire&ed a 
merchant to furnifh us with camels for oar journey, as the rive^ 
was too perilous for us to venture on. This laft inftance of his at- 
tention fei'ved to rivet in oUr minds the character of Ifman Abu 
Ally, who is indeed a pearl thrown to the fwine of Ghinnah. 

MONDAY, ift September. 

Our whole thoughts now are turned to our departure. The 
merchant attended us early this morning, in company with ihc 
hakeem, to fettle the price of our camels. The common price is 
from eight to ten dollars each, and it is not fiirpiizing that we pay 
the higheft. But the number of camels which they obliged us to 
take, was what vexed us the moft. We want but nine for our- 
felves and fervants, and they infift upon our providing fix more for 
the ufe of our guard. Thcfe are our camel-drivers, who, in ovu 
late journey, were wont to ride two upon a camel ; but tn the 
longer one we are about to enter upon, are to have a beaft apiece. 
Thefe additional camels will greatly encreafe the ezpence j but 
were the demand an impofition, we are determined to fubmit to 
it with a good grace, rather than trouble the ihaik any further 
upon our fcore. We wifh not to add to the number of enemies 
we have in this town, and mean to quit it with the utmoft dif- 
. patch. We defired the hakeem, therefore, to advuice the mer- 
chant the eighty dollars which he was to levy upon Ally, as an 
eameft for the hire of his camels. 

A thought ftruck me during our examination yefterday, which 

I would not h^ve had verified for the treafures of Egypt. The 

ftiaik is old and very corpulent; and had it fo happened diat he 

N n had 
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fiad burft a blood-veflel in the tieat of his ps^Sdri, t Wifa fcvOlv- 
3ng the probable conlequences in mj mind. There was not n 
man of rank prefeht, whom we couM confider in the light of oar 
friend. Even the nephew was neuter ; aftd there is no certainty . 
of the part he would have taken, had fiich an accident befallen 
his Uncle. In truth, there is little doubt but we (houH have 
J>aid for his favor with our lives. Su<A a backwardnefs hid beeri 
fhewn before his arrival to Irflngthe oifertdtfs to jufttce, arid fuc& 
a forwardnefs in his prefence to flcreen them from punilhm'ent, 
that the fliaik Skw through the. partiality of his officers, and re- 
prehended them for it. One particular circumftance that betray- 
ed that bent, li worthy of remark, and efcaped me in the rela- 
tion of the buliriefs of yefterday. The gold buckles which had 
been taken by Ally were put down in the lift of our lofTes, at what 
the Arabs Imagined an exorbitant value. They could not flip 
fuch an occdfion of gratifying their Mialice, and lowering our iii- 
ferett with the king. They boldly taxed us with exaggerating our 
iofles, and endeavoring to profit by their matter's clemency. They 
. demanded that a jeweller might be fent for, to afccrtain the truth 
of their charge. Td this the flidik was averfe, as, perhaps, con- 
ceiving we might havefirned through miftake. But at our in- 
ftailct a jeweller attended, whofe evidence defeated the malice of 
our enemies. He weighed them in the prefence of the court, and 
pronounced the gold to be equal- to the value affixed, indepen- 
dent of the workmanfhip^ Which was fo rafe and fo curious, that 
he fui)pofed it fniift have enhaftced the price of the buckles more 
than one half. It muft be obferved, that this jeweller, like the 
other mechanics of this country, was a Chriftian, and knew the 
fliaik too well, to be afraid of fpeaking the truth, to the great 
confufion of our accufers, who Were completely crelt-faUen. at this 
retort. 
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We had a frefli proof in the afternoon of the flwuk's.concem 
for our welfare. It fcems tjiat tlje camels which went to Cairo 
with the company of Twks, luckily returned this forenoon, and 
as they belong to the ftiaik, hfi is determined to accommodate u? 
with fhem. This intellig;enc^ is juft brought us by the hakeem, 
who has fent to the merchant for our mopcy to pay to the fliaik's 
people. We are not a little rgoiced at th'is change, which will 
add not only to our fccurity, but enfure ijs good treatment from 
the camel-drivers on the road.- At iimf?' o'clock they came to pay 
their refpefts to us ; and we have promifed the head-njan, wKp 
wefindisthechiefof the camel-drivers of Ghinnah, and an officer 
of no fmall confequence, a prefent of a drefs on our arrival ai . 
Cairo. His canjels are to be ready to-(norrpw evening, when we 
are to fet out on our journey through the wiMernefs. We ftiall, 
in all likelihood, fall into the track of the children of Ifrael, 
when they fled from the verdant banks of the Nile, and took re- 
fuge on the fhores of Arabia. W« are to ftrike into the road to Suez, 
to (hun the parties that hover abo^ri; the river ; and it was not far 
below that city, that the Ifraelites were fuppofed to have crpilefi 
the Red-fea. I cannot, howevej, fuf^refe my regret, at Ipling 
this opportunity of going down the Nile. Had I been a man 
who travelled for his amufement,' I fliould not probably have ex^~ 
perienced this difappolntment, I would have waited here, agree- 
ably to an offer which the ftiaik made, or have gone to Jirje, as 
the little Turk propofed, until the troubles on the river wete 
fublided. No obftacle fliould have deterred me from exploring 
the courfe of fo celebrated a ftream, but my being charged with 
' bufinefs of a public nature, which will not admit of delay. The 
importance of this charge has been the rule of condu^ of, at 
leaft, Mr. Hammond and myfelf. It induced us to commit our- 
felves to an open boat in the Red-fea, in the hottest and moft un- 
favorable ieafon of the year j and it n^w pr<^pts \& to embark 
N n 2 chwrfuUy 
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chearfuUj in a journey through a defart^ unknown even to the in- 
habitants of the country j and which, except in the inftances I 
have rrcited, has not been traverfed for this century paft> by any 
but the outcafts of the human kind I 

In the afternoon we were vifited by three Chriftian merchants, 
who live at Dundara, a town about three hours, or twelve miles 
diftance down the river. They are come here to compliment the 
Ihaik on his return, and are the moft creditable people of the 
mercantile clafs whom we have feen. They had turbans of a blue 
checkered pattern, to diltinguifh them from MufTuImen ; and no 
native Chriftian is allowed to wear them of other colors, though 
this reilriflion is not enforced with ftrangers. Thefe merchants 
inform us, that there is an Italian gentleman, who has refided at . 
Dundara for thefe thirty years paft, and wRo is a painter by pro- 
feflion. But we find that he has exerclfed his ait rather for his 
amufement than profit i and that his own houle alone is adorned 
with the produOions of his pencil. We are curious to know the 
adventures which brought fuch a character to fettle in this obicure 
comer, and, did our time permit, we {hould readily accept of 
thefe merchants' offer to bring us together. Notwithflanding the 
unfavorable difpofition of his fubjefts towards them, every tibing 
confpires to prove the fhaik's affection for Chrlftians. All his 
principal domeftics, and particularly his fecretaries, who enjoy 
his unlimited confidence, are of this perfuaflon. Indeed, all 
ranks of them join to found the praifes of the prefent Hiaik, who 
flands between them and the opprefTion of the Arabs. He has 
Been their guardian for forty years and upwards ; and I fear there 
will be a great change in their fituation at his death. 

TUESDAY, 2d September. 

We were furrounded this morning by a croud of fervants be- 
lonpng to Ac fhaik, who-expe£t money from us. Though we 

might 



y Google 



[ 277 1 
might have got rid of them, by threatening to complain of their 
knfolence, we chofc to avoid the odium of fuch a mearure j and 
called upon the hakeem to accommodate the matter for us. Thole 
who afiifted topunifhthe o&nders. we agreed to gratify with a 
{uece of gold each : and the hakeem difmifled the reft, a^ not be* 
ing entitled to our bounty. 

At dght o'clock we had a mefiage from the fiidk to attend 
him. We found him, as before, encompafled by his principal 
courtiers ; and he ob^ngly defired us to feat ourfelves upon 
carpets belide him. He told va, that he had foUcited our pre- 
icnce, to give us into the charge of the mafter of his camels, 
who is dignified with the title of a ihalk. , This man was ac- 
cordingly called before us, and the ihalk addrelling him by the 
name of Hadgee Uttatah, informed him, that he was to convey 
us and our baggage fafe to Cairo ; and that ihould we prefer 
the leaft complaint againft his c(xidu£t, his head fhould anfwer 
for it. Nothing could be more fatisfaftory to us, than a charge 
like this, lb publicly delivered; and of the weight of which, 
Hadgee Uttalah himifelf appeared to be fo fully fenfible. It not 
only tended to fecure us from the danger of treachery on the 
road, but the warmth with which the ihaik efpoufed our caufe, 
was, in our opinion, the ftrongeft bulwark we could have againft 
the iecret malevolence <^ our enemies. The good old man be^ 
came very familiar with us, and alked a thoufand queftlons con- 
cerning the natural and artificial produftions of our country. 
He admired a china bowl which belonged to the major; but de- 
clined taking it, as common earthen-ware was full good enough 
for him. From this, however, he took occafion to mention an 
European, who had been long in his fervice, and had the in- 
genuity to imitate china very clofely. He called for a fpecimen 
of this fellow's fkill ; and we were furpiized to fee a couple of 
vafcs delicately wrought and painted. We were defirous to be- 
y hold 
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hold the artilV, but wert informed \yy the fliaHc, that he was kfit 
behind at a town up the river. We now heand maay^ drolf 
anecdotes of this Englifhman, as he called himielf. That .he , 
delighted in high-feafoned di(hes, and drank &ich a quantity of 
ffdrits, that it was a wonder his indde was not ccmfumed 1^ firev 
This intemperance fuited but ill with the iimpUcity and fobriety 
of the Arabians. But the fiiaik was polite enough to fay> that 
the report which had been made to him of our nio4e of Uving, 
had elfaced the difagreeable impreilions which he had received o^ 
our countrymen. Hb would venture to add^ however, that one 
article of luxury, which he obferved to be in vde at our table, 
had given life to the ideas of our wealth, and Hngied us out a« 
a beneficial prize to his covetous fubjefls. And this was the 
filver, of which our cup$ and fpocms were compoied. To a 
people who were accuftomed to wooden utendls, that glk- 
tering metal was a bait, which had sillured them to an 
unjuft though tempting purfuit. Far as it was from exculpat- 
ing the condu£t of the Arabs, we could riot but feel the force 
of this oblique reproof. The mode^ manners of the aptient 
Romans, when in the meridian of their greatnefs, recurred to 
our imaginations. Wc blaftied for our deviating fo mudh from 
their example, in the prefence of a man, who trod in their foot- 
fteps without a mark to direft him. And perhaps, for once in 
our lives, wc defpifed the fymbols <^ oftentation and the effemi- 
nacy of fafhion! 

While we were thus engaged, the relations of the Jbldier who 
murdered Mahomet, together with the camel-drivers of the cara- 
van, were brought before the (haik. They were accompanied 
by the father and brother of the deceafed, who appeared as pro- 
fecutors. The witnelTes for the culprit making little' or no de- 
fence, the trial was foon concluded ; and fentence of death was 
paiTed upon him by the fhaik. Although the murderer came a 
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prifoncr yefterday from Co{lie» it is remarkable, that he was not 
prefent on this occafion, nor allowed to offer any thing in bar 
to his condemnation. If, however, the falutary laws of our ffee 
conftitution ate wanting here, the lofs wonld not be felt, could 
this country, continue to boaft of its prefent equitable judge. 
But thofe laws were provided to guard as much againft the en-* 
croachments of the crown, as the machinations of the fubjedU 
Happy the fml in which they flomifh I Thrice happy the people 
who ba(k beneath the funfhine of freedom -, and depend not upon 
the uncertain charafter of a chief maglftrate ; upon the virtues or 
vices of a king 1 

As the name of the young fbaik of Cofire has not been men-* 
tioned in this trial, we fuppofe that he was wronged by report, 
or flcreened by intereft from the charge in which his comrade was 
involved. It had come to the Shaik Ul Arab's ears, that this 
young man and his father had extorted money and effe£ts from 
tis. The accafotion had been framed by his courtiers, who were 
perhaps, jealons of the advantages they bad derived from usj and 
every perfuafion was now ufed to make us acquiefce in it. Had 
fre g^ven ftope to our relentment againfl this treacherous, pair, it is 
Jikely, that we (hould have fupported the accufation; which 
■opened a way to redrefs for their impolitions at Cofire, and their 
mhemanity in betraying us into the hands of fuch villains at 
■Ghinnah. But one good a£tion which they performed towards 
us, outweighed the multitude of their mifdeeds in <nir minds. 
■We remembered that our lives and property had been at their 
mercy, both at Cofire, and in the road to this place. The fii-flr 
-had' not been attempted by them; and when the laft could not 
have been with-held from them, we acknowledged a merit in their 
-forbearance, when the principle which excited them to extort a 
part, cfSuld have put them in poffeflion of the whole. Weak as 
-thie reafoning may appear to the iticklers for juftice, it. had 

force 
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force enough with us to operate in favor of the delinquents. 
We knew the unlicenfed tempers of the Arabs, and it was 
but fair to judge of them by their own rule of action. We 
declined, therefore, the Ihaik's kind ofier to call thefe fellows 
to account j and profefled an ignorance of their bong any other- 
wife acceflfary to our misfortunes,, than by thrir fatal recommen- 
dation to the family now before us. 

We had no latent meaning in this application, but the venera- 
ble ihaik did not let it pafs unnoticed. He pointed out the cer- 
tainty of the detection of villainy, either fooner or later. He de- 
duced it from the inftance which was now before him ; where, 
without a friend to take our part, the wrongs which we had fuf- 
fered had accidentally come to his knowledge, and the authors 
thereof had been puniftied according to their deferts. He 
called upon the father of Ally to own, that tlie hand of Pro- 
vidence was to be feen through the whole of thb tnmla£tion. That 
his fons were but the inftruments of our fafety, though avowedly 
our enemies ; and under the notion of oiriching themfelves at 
our. expence, had prevented our falling into the lurking perils 
which awaited us oti the river. But that their intentions had been 
juftly rewarded. While we were iheltered under royal patipnage, 
one of his fons had ^len in a contefl, about iht very pro- 
perty of which he had deprived us f and the other was crip- 
pled with blows, and covered with di%race on the hme ac- 
count. The confufion of Ally and his father was not to be 
concealed at this incident. They feemed to- be fufficiently hum- 
bled by the melancholy end of Mahomet, but this pathetic exhor- 
tation of the fhaik's had an evident efFed upon their leelings j and 
the heart muft be corrupt indeed, that was not amended by it. 
For my own part, I never was fo edified by the di&ourfe of a di- 
vine, as I have been, by Uftening to the fentiments of this un- 
learned Mahometan. And it is not to be wondered at. His lan- 
guage 
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guage was that of the heart, and his opinions breathed the fra- 
grance of truth. His doctrine was a rcfleftion of his fife, and 
both equally bright and unfullied. When he admoniflied, he 
direfted himfelf to the confciences of his audience j and he never 
failed to convince, though it is plain he failed to reform *. 

At ten o'clock we took our leave of the (haik, but are to fee 
him again before our departure, which is fixed for ten o'clock at 
lUght. On our return home we met a man carrying a red flag, 
and uttering aloud fome proclamation. His head was crowne<f 
with a chaplet of bays, 'and the croud were very attentive to his 
words. We enquired into the purport of his bufmefs, and were 
told, that he was an herald, who daily gives notice of the rifirig of 
the Nile. We underftand that it is now near its greateft height; 
and expeft, when we get into the flats of Lower Egypt, to find the 
country entirely under water. 

, We 

* From a pafl^re vhtdi I hire lately met with in Dr. Potocke's Travels tlirougli 
Egypt, I am induced to think that he encountered this amiable: perfonigpr, and wai 
indebted to him for letters, which procured him both civility and protedion during 
his voyage up the Nile. Ifman Abu Ally was, from our information, pofleJTcd of 
hh prefent dignity in the year 1737, and, of all the Arabians, was the m«ft likely 
to extend his humanity to ftrangers. The paffige ra this t 

** On the 3d of January, the wind not flavoring us,- we flopped at a place about 
three miles from * Furlhout. Here reJldcs the great (haik f, who is governor trfall 
the country on the weft as far as AfTouan. I waited on the fhaik's fccretary, with a pre- 
fent of five or fix pounds of cofFee ; in return, he fcnt a live f^cep to the convent to 
eatcrtainmewith, and introduced me to the fliaik, who was in an Arab drefs, fitting in 
a corner of a room. He rofeon my entrance,- and my ferrant brought in my prefent, 
which confifted of two boxes of prunellas, two of other fwectmeats, and fome glafs 
velTels. He alked where I intended to g(^ I told him, to the CataraS. He replied, 
with a good-natured Anile, that a boat of Franks % lately went up ; and ttiat the peo- ' 
pie fud, they came to difcover the way into the country, in order to return and 
O O tak»- 

■ FniAaat iiiiitlMBB|li1|oilioodi)f Gtioiuli. 
■)- The liltnl mauuns af the Shiik Ul Arib. 
} lathitbou *u CaptcHordca, wdlkoowa facbii iccnttteKMDnC) of ibc aatlialtiMefBfrpt* 
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We have been employed the whole day in preparing for our ex- 
pedition. Bread, bifcuit, and flour were brought us in the after- 
noon, fufficient to ferve us a fortnight; and with the beans pro- 
vidol for our camels, run us up a bill of eighty dollars. But m 
this account are included a Iheep and an half, which are fried 
down in clarified ghee or butter, and twenty new ikins to carry 
our water. With this ftock, we truft at leaft to keep famine 
from our heels, in this journey through the inhofpitable wild 
which divides us from Cairo. We had paid the balance of our 
camel-hire, which amounted in the whole to i5odollarsj and were 
in readinefs to attend the fhalk, previous to our departure. But 
the camel-drivers arc cither fuperftitious, or have fomething to de- 
tain them until to-morrow night. They came to us about eight 
o'clock, and told the hakeem it had juft occurred to them, that 
to-morrow was the new moon ; a time above all other the moft 
lucky to commence a journey. He appeared very angry at their 
having adopted fuch an idea at fo late an hour } and finding that 
no arguments could conquer their defire to rem^n here to-night, 
he referred them to the fhaik for an anfwer. The good old man 
was vexed at the delay they intended us. But his good-nature in- 
clined him to their fide. He fent for Ibrahim, and diirited him 
to tell us, that though the requeft was abfurd in itfelf, the hu- 
moring their prejudices would be the readied way to cnfure the 
regard of thefe people. We fubmitted without a murmur to this 
irkfome detention i and the more fo, as the fhuk has added to his 
former kindnefs, by giving a camel to our conductor Hadgce U.t- 
talab, to lave us that expence. 

We 

take it ; and then defired to know what I wsotcd to fee ? I told htm the ruined ci- 
ties. He obf^cved, that we had no fuch mint in England, and afked, wiiether, if. 
they Jbould go into our country, we would permit tfaca to lee every thing j adding, 
ffaat he would give me letters, and a man to go with me, fo that I might be aJTurcd 
I Owuld travel fccurciy." Chap. 6. powcke's Trav^. 

lO 
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- We have juft heard that the fhmk has changed the fetitence of 
death which was pafled on the prifoner this inornmg» to a long 
imprifonment. It feems, that an execution has not been known 
during his reign j and he means to continue this Ul-judged lenity. 
But this will be but of little avail to the aiTaflin, provided one of 
his family docs not fall a facrifice in the interim, to the relations 
of the deceafed. This kind of retribution is exercifed with impu- 
nity in this country j and one life will glut the vengeance of the 
profecutors, though the of^der himfelf efcape. But this is only la 
refped to each other. Should a Chriftian but accidentally fpill the 
blood of a MulTuIman, an hecatomb of his perfuafion woidd fcarcely 
fuffice to expiate the offence. 

WEDNESDAY, 3d September.' 

- It now appears likely that none of our lettershave reached Mr. 
Baldwin. The camels are returned that carried the company of 
Turks away ; and we were furprized that no anfwer was come to 
the letter, which we entrufted to the Chriftian domeftic. But on 
difcourfing with Hadgee Uttalah, we find that they did not go to 
Cairo. The Turks were formerly in the fendce of Ibrahim Beg, 
and though they purpofed to have deferted to the party of Ifmaul 
Beg, their hearts either relented or failed them, and they halted at a 
town on the river, two days ftiort of the capital. We have, there- 
fore, the greater reafon to congratulate ourfelves on the gencro- 
fity of the Shaik Ul Arab j as no application could have been 
made to him in our behalf, until our misfortunes reached Mr. 
Baldwin. By his influence, we are in every refpeft better pro- 
vided for a jonmey, than when we left Cofure. We can depend 
more upon the goodnefs of the camels, and the honefly of the 
drivers. We have provifions in plenty, and are fumiihed be- 
fides with limes, to aflift in quenching our thirft. We have 

O o 2 dried 
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dried dates with us, to vary our meals. This frui^ when 
dried, is much pxeferahle to that frefh from the tree; and 
when eaten with bread, is both a pleafant and nouriihjng food. 
\Ve exped to be but nine or ten days on the road; and f^ 
y/e go by ourfelvgs, we are in hopes to perTuade the Arabs to 
follow our direftions-rto travel the greater partof the night, and to 
He by duiing the heat of the day. This mode of action mil pre? 
ferve us much from the fu^erings, wluch we underwent du- . 
ring our late journey. But we muft truft to chance for a ftielter 
from the ^n at our different halting-places, as there is no fach 
coiiveniency ^s a tent to be procured here. 
' As we are on the point of leaving Ghinnah, it may be exped^ 
that I drop feme obfervations on the cuftoms and manners of tho 
inhabitants. But in a narrative of this kind, the reader will ga- 
ther more information from the conduft of the aftors themfelves, 
than from an author's defcription of them. Their general treat- 
laent of us is the beft glafs from which their pictures can be re- 
^^ed ; while the particular behavior of one or two individuals, 
^ a convincing proof, that virtue i? the common inheritance of 
n^ki^dp and is confined to no enlightened fpot. It remains then 
only for me to fay a few words on points, too unin:^>ortant to 
have come into view before. No people are plainer in their 
^cefa, which in the lower clafs is generally of blue Uoen. Thofe 
of the higher rank endeavor to ape tlie fafhion of the Turks. 
They are arrayed indeed in filks and woolens, but without lace . 
^nd embroidery. They are univerfally modeft in their behavior, 
decent in their conyerfation, an,d fober in their way of life. Ga- 
ming is unknown to theni ; and Arong liquors in fuch little re- 
^ueft, that we found bat few Arabians, who broke through the 
precept of their religion, which forbida the uie of them. But the- 
vic^ they poiTefs, are fufGcient to eclipfe the luftre of thefe good 
^i^alities. Were it not for the cheapnefs of provifions,. the po- 
verty 
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verty of the people would bear hard upon them. But for the va- 
lue ofapenny, each man CiOi pnmde for the day. Belide meat 
and poultry, which arc in great plenty, the river fuppUes them 
with fine fifh at the loweft rates j and eggs are fold at a penny the 
dozen. Thcfe things we can declare from ocular demonftration t 
and from our window we can fee th^ menial fervants of the Oiaik 
recave their daily pay, which, we arc affured, does not exceed die 
value of a penny. Water is thdr only drink, except it be mixed 
with coffee j enough of which may be procured for a penny, to 
treat a company of vifitors ; a faft of which we had frequent ex- 
' perience. But the fimpficity of this race is beft to be deduced 
from the figure which their head makes. The Shaik Ul Arab is 
very abftemious in his diet, and plain in his equipage. There is 
notlung magnificent about him ; and he generally appears in a 
black gown, which is very fine, and refembles our bombafin. 
His turban is of muflin ; and the . only finery about him, an 
OTange or flxaw-colored Ihaul, which is caretefsly thrown acrofs 
his fhoulders. He carries no arms about him; which we ob-* 
ferved to be the cafe <^ all the old men, to proclaim, we fup- 
pofe, that war is no longer their province. 

There is no truft to be repofed in the word of ■ a camel- 
driver. We lent to the fliaik at five o'clock in the evening,. 
to requeft our final audience ; and found to our lurprize, that 
Hadgee Uttalah was with him, to demand our journey to be 
poftponed until the morning. Ibrahim remonftrated in our 
name againft this proceeding, and the ftiaik was enraged at itsin- 
folence. But his anger was of as little confequence as our regret.. 
There was no prejudice now to be removed, but an obftacle more 
infurmountahle. The camels are not ready, and there is no help 
for the delay. 

T H U R S- 
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THURSDAY, 4th September. 

It is a matter of the greateft Turprize to a rational being, to 
perceive mankind given to falfehood, without a beneficial end in 
^ew. And no where, as 2 have had occafion ellewhere to ob- 
ferve, is this practice fo frequently to be met with, as among the 
Arabians. By telling one lye, the camel-drivers have reduced 
themlelves to the neceffity of adding an hundred to it. On their 
coming to us this morning, we reproached them with thur du- 
plicity in the prefence of the hakeem } and demanded to depart 
immediately, as the only rccompence they could make us for our 
many difappointments. - On this the whole myftery was unravel- 
led. We found that fome of their camels had been fo much fa- 
tigued in their late expedition, that they were not able to travel 
before. But it is th^r genius to diiguife the truth at all times ; 
and they made ufe of a thoufand fliifts to evade our departure,. 
rather than difclofe the real ftate of the cafe. Our diipleafure is, 
therefore, rather directed at their folly, than their. villainy j and 
now we liave got to the bottom of the affair, our chagrin is con- 
fidcrably lefiened at this , unexpected detention. We have even 
confented, by their advice, to poftpone our departure until night ; 
when our movement will be more private, and not interrupted by 
the croud of mendicants which await our charity. This ftep was 
enforced by the hakeem's report, who recommended, by all means, 
that we fliould fet out after dark. 

At nine o'clock we attended the hakeem to the fhaik's houie, 

^ • to receive our pais, and to take our leave of our benefaftor. We 

. j^ arrived there in the midft of a trial of the camel-people, for a 

robbery on the deeeafed Mahomet. After fitting about half an 

hour in a kind of lobby, we were advifed to fend in our names. 

On doing this, we were ulhered into the room where the court 

■, ' was 
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was held, and after the ufual falutations, we were feated on & 
raifed place to the right of the {halk. His poUtenefs di£):ated a 
few queftions to us, after which he -proceeded to the trial. We 
were not lorry to have our curiofity iatisfied in this particular ; 
and we attended with great patience to the procefs. There is no 
jury in this court of juftice, nor any judge but the fliMk, whofc 
will is the law of the realm. When the evidences have been 
given by the witnefles, they are crofs-examined by the grandees^ 
who compofe the council. The Oimk liftens attentively, to all 
that palTes, forms a judgment, of the fa£t» and at length pro- 
nounces the final fentence. At eleven o'clock wc made a mo- 
tion to take our leave, and were difmilTed by the good old man 
vnth an hearty benediction, and very cordial wiflies for the fuc- 
cefs of our journey. In our hearing he repeated the charge to 
Hadgee Uttalah, to put us down at the Englifh faflory at Cairo ; 
and nqt to return, without a letter Under our hands and feals, to 
advile him of our fafety, at the peril of his life. To fecure his 
fidelity beyond the reach of temptation, the fhaik alfo direCled, 
that the .family of Hadgee Uttalah Ihould be placed under a 
guard, as the furefl hoftages for the integrity of his condu£^. 
Our hearts were full enough at the idea of parting with this 
amiable character, but this laft: proof of his more than paternal 
care of us, had fuch an efieCl upon our feelings, that we were 
glad to retire, and conceal the ebullitions of our gratitude. The 
uniform greatnefgi of foul which diflinguifhes this Mahometan, 
will encourage ft^gers to enter his country without fear. And 
it is not impleafiri^ to us to refieft, that our misfortunes may 
contribute to the fecurity of future travellers. They called forth 
the virtues of this prince from the ihade of obfcurityi and will 
be a l&fibn to his fubjefts, ever to refpeil the rights of hu- 
manity. 
As we returned home we were joined by the little Turk, who 



yGoogle 



[ a88 J 

was fo affidaous to engage our company by water. We arc 
concerned to ieparate from him, but he declmes our offer to acr 
Commodate him by land. He con&fles, however, that he is 
under no apprehenfions for us, though he does not cbufe to 
rift his pr<^rty in the defart. There is fomething inexplicable, 
in this } but our confidence in the fhaik is too firmly rooted, to 
he Ihaken by the fufpicions of others. We obferved that the 
Turk was much dcjefled at our approaching departure ; and 
partly guefling at the caufe, wlien we got home, with the con- 
currence of my companions, I flipped twelve dollars into his 
hand, to bear his expences down the Nile. His countenance in- 
ftantly brightened up at this prefent j and he r-efumed his face- 
tious diljwfition during the day, which he dedicated to us. Wc 
had already been indebted to his afliihmce in preparing for our 
journey ; and the major now gave him the charge of his china 
bowls, which were to be delivered to Mr. Baldwin at Cairo. 
Wc alfo obliged the Turk with many odd things, which were 
fuperfluous to us. But he had fome trouble in conveying them 
out of the houfc, from the vigilance of the domeftics, who were 
doubtlefs direded by thdr mafter to have an eye to his mo- 
tions. 

Now we have feen our laft of the fliaik, the hakeem intimates- 
that he cannot part with us, without a farther gratification. 
This Abaffce ! this flave ! who cannot fit down in the prcfence 
of his maflrer, though ndfed by his favor to the government of 
this city, has the afifurance to aflume airs of confequence, and 
to truft to our moderation for putting up with them. Befidcs 
our former gifts, he came in for one of the fliauls which we re- ' 
covered from the inzier, who, in our opinion, was as much en- 
titled to it as himfelf. He is now defirous of my filver hookah, 
though Ibrahim has informed him of its bang packed up.' Its 
ralue chiefly lies in the workmanlhip ; and it is more curious 
.2 than 
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^an ufefaKM me. To prevent further importunities, I have fimt 
ft td <thh- fsllose, though it gave me the trouble of . unpacking 
A' thmk^i.<:I anLJeofible.' that he would be degraded from his 
office, were the fliaik acquainted with his behavior. But be too 
much confides in: our former concealment of his meannefs, to 
be a^iaktxif : the (onlequences : and builds upon our genetpiitjr 
totcpcBi^^riieofiende. The ftiaik has alre^y . been put to £> 
much':trouUean.our account, that we would ov^lbok a great 
manyrj-trnpofitions, fooner than difturb his repofe . with freih 
complaints. We have already cailfed . r(>me chafiges in his ad- 
fiainij(lcatiaii ; and it would beioiis but a.^d requjtal for .all 
his favors; to.:foment difF^cences b^ween him . ^d his favorite 
^rvaiits, on li^t occafions. 

We quickly experienced the good effe^s of our.compUdnce with 
the hakeem's humor. He &nt for the camel-drivers» to remind 
ihem-of the. treatment which they. were to give us on the road; 
and fettledthe oecDnomy of our jgium^, aiid other points, which 
thcf luut difputcd with Ibrahim. When the fun fets,.the ca* 
mels are to be brought, to the door to take up our bt^age^ 
vrfaich is now, reduced to.balf nf its original bulk. After fup- 
per we are to bid our loi^-wifhed- for a^eu to Ghidnah } which 
it rouft be remembered, we owe to the virtue of one man ! . 

At fun-fet Hadgee Utt^ah came haftily to our boafe, and told 
us, that as we tad p^d ten dollars apiece for the other camels, 
he expefted fiftcon to be paid hintb f6r the prime faeaft he was to 
ride faimfelf. We were' congratulating ourfelves before we were 
quit of this grifni^ caft. We knew the ih^ik had prefented him 
with the price of this very tiamel, but the fellow had timed his 
i^lication fo well, that, we were fain to comply with it. We 
were about to iet o6f, and neither our hai^e nor the Jjite hour, 
would have, admitted of our communicating the aSair to the 
ihaik.Wehadnomoaeyfcmiuningthat the Arabskncw of> but 
Pp the 
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tiK old fox got over tbis difficulty, by oScnag to take our n9l)9 
of -hand, payable at Cauxo. W-e were the .more i:e«ondlod to thm 
ftcpedient, as it deemed to iotereft cMir condufitor in tour acmail 
at-fhatcity. 

Our baggage was placed upcm the camels, and we took our 
Vave irf^vera) people who had been civil to us ; partkulatLy thd 
^ofidiM hakeem, in whofe ibehalf we had. ineflbfbitdlycKOted 
eea^vv^ ^wkh the fhaik. At rvaac o!clock we mouated our 
bealh, -vnrii the fame niimba- pf attendaats .as when ire left 
Ce^e : am Arab Ixlated to Abdill RuSar, iiipplying the pbice 
^'the Indian Fakeer. We 'dirsfted our way towarda the great 
siofque by which we entetwt ihe i^, wheie we aix tatake up 
our water ; accompanied by the hakeem and a party of hotSt^ 
who paid us this compliment t^ due b<der o£ the Ai!uk. 
• Whftnw&cametothe watetfing-ptoceanewmatterwashatadiedy 
jttxo9K &and^a» dum oay dwy.had yet attett^ited. We.hadipaid 
Ibr fifteen catn^> and given t-^proniiflbiry note for ther hire of 
aAother, Now it was ihat fome of the owners of the camds, 
(ef widch theife ate three befidni c«r conduftoo) ^plied £ac 
riiive a^idonal beaifts, under pMtehce-ofJighleiiing'vur borage*. 
Which they did acrt conceive wouB ijave turned out .£> heavy. 
Much altercation now enfued. W% :wereju01y. nettled' at a de- 
mand whi(^ had all the ajypearance of an impofl^n^ and 
k>i^Iy called upon the -hakeem to iakoin{b«^ to his hou^. 
We threatened to acqp^nt the ihaik''iiijl^ i^maming with their 
in-ufage. Nay, we even pretended to have/ changed our minds 
touching tlie rotite ; and decl^^d that we would mdier hazard 
eurfelw9^n-the river-, than among people, who prefooipd.to treat 
Hj in this manner. Tlus refolution feemed to. alarm .khesni 
Thfey prevailed upon the hakeem to vouch for their honefty. They 
declared that the pro|M>fal was meant t puiely icir our int^^cA*. 
To prevent- our baggie from being kftaouH^ the mouataiost 

and 
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his Ho fetare but- I'K'eS H^ cafe b{ aii . aftack, it was necd&ry fcr 
te ti'tAVei witK .light Camels. That 'we 'knew riot the arduous ■ 
tindert&5ng 'Id vrhldi *w« liid engagrf ; or we fhonld fcarcely 
Hidtatetbcenfnltthe Ohly tneahs, t6 finoothethe difficulties be- 
fortilf.' lAeir applicatlefi had indeed been too late. But to de- 
ihdnftfife Aslr' 'fincerity, tflSy Wett coiitait to' be ' at half of the 
experice; rafiier' thati 'be In' want Of the camels' j and to take dor 
note for the fifteen dollars, payable at Cairo. The cahdor of 
this b'ffer reconciled us to the txpence; and we had experiencei 
too many delays to Cbntenil any filrthef abbut it. 'One of thfe 
bwners fctUmed. to the cSty to coiwa the additioniri camels, and 
biiiig them after vis." At eleven o'clock we nibved on, and were 
■flill accompanied by the hakeem, Vdioffl we Arongly Ca!j^&ed to 
lie concerned in the laift manoeuvre of the camels, de preceded 
\isfor about a quarter of a mile on the road; when the'troop 
feced iuddeniy rouflij, and, ^tet paying us a complimentary fai- 
lute, went off at a full gallop. towards the town. 'We con. 
tinned oui- march in a chearftil mood, and going to' the north, 
fbbri left the trees and the rivet behind Us: Our waylay through 
Blftony and uneven follj and the mbon % too young to alSft 
our camels to pick' out' their road by n)ght. At two o'clock we 
llalted, and f^tead btiSf carpets ftpon a very rugged and uncom- 
fortable place, we Were three hours in motjon, bm find that 
our (fiAartce froni Ghihh&h do^s 'ribt exceed five miles. ' 1 "hare 
here atfii^'a inap of tjpper Egypt, where the reader is prefenteil 
with the courfe of the Nile, and may porfue our route throujji 
Ae defarts Of Thebais. 



l'awo1:c'at 5ay-bte"ak witSi my\eyes much inflamed and dlf- 

ordered, Iliave felt a weaknefs in them for fome time,'whidh 
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proceeded from a cold in my head : and after fleeping under 
cover for this month paft^ it is natural that the night 2it fhould 
have abad tSe6t upon my eyes. I dread ^e journey a Uttle ot> 
this account/and fhall not be furprifed to have a confirmed hu* 
mour in them before our arrival at Cairo. We arc prevented 
going forward, by the additional camels not being come up. 
At eight o'clock Hadgee Ut^lah fet off for Ghhinah in fearch of 
them, and was accompanied by his fon. As this movement 
prefented us vrith a profpeft of remaning here the greater part 
of the day, we erefted a kind of tent with a cloth ftretched 
over our baggage, beneath which we made a fhift to creep* to 
ihelter us from the fun. But we had but a difagreeable time of 
it. WhAt with the fufpence, the heat of the weather, and fome 
fulpicions which were propf^ted among us, of the honefty of 
our camel-drivers, the hours paiTed veyy heavily. It was whif- 
pered to us by Ibrahim, that thefc fellows were not prepared for 
our expedition; and had only brought ia out here to deceive the 
fliaik, who was enraged at Aeir delay. As a proof of this, he 
told us at ten o'clock that the' camela were about to leave ua. 
We fallied out of our nell on this alarm^ and found -on eni;^ify^ 
that the camels were only going to the. Nile, to fill up the Ikins 
with water. But the folly .of Ibrahim. and the reft of our kv- 
vants, was very near being jfodu^ye of ferious.confequences. 
They were of opinion that, we oijght- to return with the camels 
to Ghinnah, and to apply to the fl)^ for ^ more trufty condujaor. 
Never, until this moment, had the notions of Ibrahim deviated lb 
much from propriety. But the honefty of his intentions gave 
them a weight, which I am convinced they would not otherwlfe 
have had ; and it was a£bially debated amongft us, whether we 
jhould return or not f So precipitate aidili-advifed aftep, would 
not onty have betrayed our unconquerable jealoufy of the Arabs, 
but in all likelihood, have funk us in the efteem of thp /haik. 
5 ■ ' ■ - ■ '■''■■ It 
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It was h^pily over-ruled j and the camels were permitted to go 
quietly «i thwrncceffary errand. 

At two o'clock the camels returned ; and on numbering the 
water-ikins, we found, them to amount to thirty. This is a 
great ftore ; but, from oar former expo'ience, may prove little 
enough for our wants, before we reach the next watering-place.. 
We would not break upon our provifion, as our journey was not 
commenced ; and made a fliift therefore to dine upon dates and 
bread. At four o'clock we were agreeably ftruck with the ap- 
pearance of Hadgee Uttalah, and the Arab who went laft night 
in queft of the camels. They brought but two, and Hadgee 
came without lus fon. On enquiring into the reafbn of this 
diminution of our guard, we learn that the fliaik. has detained 
the fon, as a pledge for the fincerity of the father. We infer 
from this, that the fhuk was not [^eaied with our delay here i 
and has therefore exa£tod this new hoftage from our conductor* 
to exprefs his diffatisfa^on. 

Our baggage was now replaced upon the camels ; bat a full 
hour was loft in difputes atncmg the owners, touching the bur- 
dens to be aligned to th»F feveral beails. Thefe were, how* ' 
ever, at length adjufted ; and at five o'clock in the evening, we 
left the ground With ei^^een camels in company. Our way 
Hill -lay through a ftony plun ; and about fun-fet we mounted 
a craggy hill, from whence we were agreeably furprized with a 
fudden view of the . river below. The land continues barren 
until within a mile of the banks ; on which, buried in a ro- 
mantic wood, we difcemed the buildings <^ Dundarah, a town 
of which I have before fpoken *. The want of population can 

* According to the learned Dr. Pococlce, there is a temple of Ifis in good pre* 
fcrvation at Dundarah, but no reinatns of that of Venus, fo much celebrated of 
oM.- The peculiaricy of tbrir fituation, praventod the author and hia companiwif 
trouk indulging their cvrit^t; at tint, or any other place in the noighborhood. 

be 
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be (he only reafoh, th»t a ie&n fhoUA eirteid hfelf W the vU 
cinity of the fineil river in the wbrM-. And t& the g^ius of 9 
Mahometan govehinieHt, iniift that ttant be alone attributed. 
As we flefcended tie hill, wt loft fight bf the wood and watef > 
and tmrft bid hSka for folni^ time, tb lUth ji re^tlemeiit to our 
fcnfts. At feveri o'cloclt we haltej for the night. Tht Arabe 
teH us, that the roads are too tugged and dange^otis to ttivei 
ovei- m the dark. This is a mortiikation to Us ; but we muft 
put up with having Come but ten niiles in two daySi which ia 
our prclmt diftance from Ghinnah. Our eourfe has-, however, 
been ndrtheriy; and we arc lb far in our route to Caito. ■ 

SATURDAY, 6th SSttEMitk. 

Athalf paft fivtthls Motnin^wertfiBttdourmaitii. My«ye) 
are ftill bad, imdl have fuffered great aiigniflifronl thdm on the 
road. The heat particularly aSe&s tbim, though I defend them 
M well as I<:ah (Vom the fun. As we went along we ftarted &- 
vera! deer ;. but they jtre tno wild to admit of oik gettiikg a ihoC at 
themi The road ftill coutinaes rugged, and we afixnd^d feveral 
hills, but could not procure another peep at the river- It is not 
Bkdy thai we are far from it by the courie we keep, thou^it will 
behbve iiis Ihoitly to maintain a refpeAaMc diAance, to avoid th« 
parties of Ibrahim Beg, which are faid to hover about its neigh- 
borhood. At hidf pill deven vt hatted to the eaftward of a pn- 
Jefiting hill, under whoCe friendly Ihade we ate an hearty meal of 
bread and meat. Our laft ftage was fix hoars, or fifteen miles. Af 
wec3meupi»!thi& |ilace, wediftui-bed a jioor deer, that bad. Ihd? 
tereditfelf hefc. from tbe fun. Thefe animals abound in this de- 
iait ; and as we have not met with, or even heard of, any wild 
beafts, or venomous creatures in our peregrinatioBs, X conclude 
Egypt to be fuse of them, notwithftanding die f ablet <rf antiqnityi 
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la India, we confider it as a thing. ^moftccFtain, ti^ £nd tygers 
near .an hjerd of 4eef> w^uch they are always oblcnixd to follow as 
tjheir ufual prey. Wbea our diimer wa» end^, we Jbh) 49W(i V> 
tafceanap. The hour was tnTiU]pglberetD,ai«l the £bywe^cf^ 
to m^e here^ admittiiig of the fwe^ qfrqpofe. 

When I awoke in the afternoon, Hadgee Uttal^ pecc^iv^d m^c 
eyes to be much |nflamed, and very kindly pro&rcd me fome- re- 
lief. The Arabs generally carry a m^cine about them, fpr x)?fi 
cure of a diforder to which they are ibfubjpd:, from the duft ai)d 
heat whi^ incommode their country. Experience muft luve 
proved the efficacy of the medicine ; and I was lb remote from 
any fiopes of affiAance* that I even ventured to tiibpnt my eyes to- 
the hands of this quack. The mediane is oi ablack thick confiil:- 
encc> and, on. his introducing it with afi inihun^t into my ^yes». 
occafioned a niomcntary Imart. ^tfour a'clock we purfued opr 
joamey» and koepii^ the fame flire^Uon, withput varyi:^ the 
iceoe, at fcven o' dock, we reached -the .foot o£ a prodigious Mgh 
mountain^. w,hieh we cannot afcend in the dark. Here, thjer^or^ 
we .look, up opr abode few: the night. T|ie lail ftage was thr?e 
hcurs, or ieven nul;es> fo t^it.we cpqapute ourielyes to be thjrty- 
threemiles frojp.Ghinnah* Oui^ conrfe to-day has^been N^. N.,£> 

SrU^DAY, 7th SEPTEMBBi. 

The Arabs- have a very good cuftoin. pf drinking coffee, before 
they leave their ground in a raprning. This we have adopted, 
and find it much more efficacious in taking.the chill off the fto- 
njach, than the old Engliih prefcriptjon of a dram, with which 
we are, perhaps,, luckily unprovided. By -fix o'clock we had 
accoutered our camels^ and,. Jeadingtbcm in our hands, began to 
afcend the mountain on foot, As we mounted tbe .fteep, we fre- 
quently bleft ourfelves that we were npt riding, as the path was 
2. Co 
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ft) narrow, the leaft falfe ftep muft have fent the beaft down thtf 
bordering precipice. But it muft be confefled, that the camel is 
the moft fure-footcd of all beafts of burden; nor do I recoUeftm 
this fatiguing march from ftcep to fteep,' that my camei ftumbled 
once. We were upwards of an hour climlring this mountun, and 
on the top foimd an extenfive plain. But the profpeft from hence 
was bbftrufted by the adjacent heights, which in fome places 
overlooked the ground we were upon. We travelled about two 
hours on this mountain, where we found a fenfible difference in 
the Iharpnefs of the atmofi^here, and at nine o'clock began to de- 
fccnd. We once more difmounted our camels, which we had rode 
over the level furface, and haftened down the declivity, in a third 
of the time which we took to go up. The path winded round ttic 
fideof the mountain, and to our left an horrid chafm, fome hundred 
fathoms deep, prefcnted itfelf to our view. It is furprizing no ac- 
cident befel the loaded camels, whofe harnefe is fo bad, that they 
were frequently ftopped' in the middle of a defcent, to adjuft the 
baggage which had been difcompofed by the violent motion of 
the animal. When we gained the bottom, two of the camel- 
drivers pufhed forward to fee if they could ftioota deen -We have 
but -Htlic dependence upon their matchlocks, which muft be reft- 
ed to take a good aim : and though my companions have mufkets, 
they will not riik their reputation by trying their ikill, as they 
have not balls that fit their pieces. We winded through the val- 
ley, where we met with numerous thorn-treeS' in full blolfom and 
fragrance J and after along march, halted at half paft one o'clock 
to the eaftward of an high hill. Juft before we reached this place, 
a ludicrous circumftance enough happened to me. ' I had loiter- 
ed about two hundred yards behind, in compjtny with three of 
the Arabs, who fuddenly ftopped my camel, and, by figns, for- 
bade me to proceed. This abrupt behavior roufed me from a re- 
verie in which I was plunged ; and, on my attempting to go on, 

they 
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they ftill detained me, and frequently cried out, *' HufHU, huf- 
ftl." I looked immediately for my companions, who, I perceiv- 
ed, were treated in the fame manner i and I vfas about to hare re- 
courfe to my arms, in order to force a paOage to them, when, 
behold ! a fine buck ran acrofs the road tn front of us, which was 
followed by ihe report of apiece. The myftery was liow unra- 
velled, and I was in a moment delivered from the greateft per- 
plexity I had ever experienced. Thi$ h^ artfen from my imper- 
feft acquaintance with the language. The word *• Ifcif&i," 
which had' appeared to me like a temt of command, I now founii 
to be a deer in Arabic. I quickly rejoined tiw troop, and laugh- 
ed heartily with them at the adventure. I need not add, ^tatwe 
did not dine upon venifon to-day. Wc had recourft, however, to 
our potted mutton, of which we muft be fparing, as our ccmdufboc 
and the camel-owners expert to partake of it. We did not lay our 
account with this partition, but will fubmit to it, rather than pat 
thefe people out of humour. The lafb ftage was &wa houn and 
an half, or nineteen miles. 

At half paft three o'clock we were monntod agaita, and gc^ng 
through the {kme valley, in about an hour, reached the bottom of 
another fteep mountain. We were obliged to lead our camds up, 
and in about half an hour gained the fummit. where we found a 
plain near two miles in length, over which we rode. At fix o'clock 
we came to the extremity of the mountain, when our advanced 
guard alarmed us with the .news of a party of camels being in the 
vale. As it was a fufpicious place to encounter any of our own 
fpecies, we all took to our suros, and aflembled on the descent, 
which was fo craggy, and fo perpendicular, th^, fmall as our 
numbers were, we were enabled, by our fituation, to have- coped 
with a multitude of enemies. The ftrangers had obferved our 
motions, and drew up in a body below to wait the refult. We 
counted no lefi than thirty camels, and deduced therefrom, that 
Q^q ; we 
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wc fliould have, two to one agaJnft us, in cafe of hoftilltles. To 
gain intelligence, however, of the dilpofition of the ftrangcrs^ 
Hadgee Uttalah himfelf defccnded into the valley. He ventured 
himfelf unarmed, as a token of peace; and we were not a little 
impatient to behold the interview which was about to take place, 
Wc were deeply interefled inits event ; and, circumftanced as we, 
were, it is not iurprizlng that we fhould doubt of its fuccefs. But 
we were happily deceived in our ideas. No fooner had Hadgee 
Uttalah approached the new party, than he was recognized by one 
among them, who ran with open arms to receive him. He was 
prcfently encompafled by the reft -, and we could difcem -tha,t he 
was ferved with coifee and bread. This ftaggered us in our opi- 
nion of thefc people's profcffion ; and we began to conceive that 
they might be travellers like ourfelves, who, in thefe critical times» 
had explored the defart, in preference to the river. And we were, 
now confirmed in this conceit, by the iigns which Hadgee made 
to us to defcend. Thefe figns were interpreted to us by our 
Arabs, who told us there was nothing to fear. We obeyed, there- 
fore, and went down the hill in as good order as the path woulcC 
admit of. We were met at the foot of it by Hadgee, who convey^ 
us and our baggage to a fpot at fome diftance from the ftrangers, 
and then returned to them. Many were the embraces and con- 
gratulations that were exchanged between the Arabs on both 
fides. The firil thing we learned was, that water is to be pro- 
cured in this valley, which has, induced our gentry to halt here 
and replenllh our ikins. We f«-rived here at half paft fix o'clock, 
fo that our lafl: ftage was three hours, or feven miles. 

While Hadgee Uttalah was engaged in an eameftco»verlatioii 
with the leader of the other party, Ibrahim and Abdul Ruflar came 
to us with looks of furprize, and informed us, that they had dif- 
covered the ftrangers to be what we at firft apprehended — a band 
of robbers. That they had overheard one of them boaft, that this 
7 band 
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tahd took the forty camels.near Cofirc during our ftay in that 
town — an anecdote which I before mentioned — and that on the 
banks of the Nile, they had plundered a caravan but a few days 
ago, with the fpojls of which they were now returning to their 
own country ! It may be imaged that we were not a little fbutled 
at this intelUgence. The novelty of the circumftance did not di- 
minifli its unpIeaTantnefs ; ^d our fituatipn was as alarming as 
uncommon. We were turned adrift in a wide defart, ^nd, in cafe 
of oppoiition> were to depend upon our arms, and the fidelity of 
our Arabs. Even conqueft would not avail us, were we obliged 
to fight againft our guides. In the defart only could we look for 
iafety in this hoftile land;, and we had no clue to unravel its 
mazes, ihould we be abandoned by our people, Thefe were the 
firft reflexions, which fuggefted themfelves ; but our minds were 
prefently relieved by the afiurances of Hadgce Uttalah, who now 
joineddus. He made no fciruple to acquaint us with the profeflion 
of the robbers; but added, that they bad as. much regard for their 
word as other people. They happily, knew him, which was in- 
deed the feving of an effiifion of blood. For, on the fcore of 
friendfhip, they had pledged their word to him, that they would 
not meditate the leaft wrong againft us. We might truft them 
implicitly, for the wild Arabs had never been known to break their 
ftith on fuch occafions. After this pi-elude, we were the lefs fur- 
prized at a propofition which they had made him, to accompany 
us to C^ro. Hadgee himfelf recommended to us to accept of it. 
Our intereft, he faid, was cvei^ way concerned in it: They would 
lerve us both as guides- and protestors, in this unfrequented 
wafte: and where they once adopted a caufe, it was their cha- 
(ra£terto promote it attheexpenceof their blood. Had we dif- 
■trul^ this panegyric, it was not for us to difient againft the 
opinion of our condu£lor> who was actually the mailer of our 
-perfons and'e&SU. The pledge? he has (eftat Ghinnah will pre- 
Q^q 2 vent 
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vent his ri&ing Iu> ch«rg< nutonly , and on dns >re rib/ it tUs 
junfhire. We bftve fallen into 'prticioas conijiany 1 and it faehoveB 
as t« be on our guard as mudi at poffiUe. Ne»ec did heroes in 
romance plunge into greater perplexities ; and mkk not diis 
narratiTe well attefted, it rai^ &ein fast« to breathe the air «£ 
6Aion. Bift the good gmiiu wkich pisfiled over every adren* . 
tare we have atchievcd, will, we tnift, catuhia ni lafUy througb 
dieprefent. 

At feven o'clock the camels belonging to the robbsrs n«it on 
for water, and left tJiar captain and a guard only with thar bag-' 
gage. This WM a proof of confidence; but vre bclsxdtear&hrea 
to bed, with our arms by us as ufoil, and got as orach Qeep as th« 
cold would admit of. I was fo unfortunate as to be Aripped of my 
night-doak at Ghinnah, and have no defimce but a chintz cover- 
Kd againft the fliarpnefs of the wind, which is doe north, and a« 
cutting as I ever felt it out of Europe. When we begin to travel 
at night, the motion will make us lefs finfible of the cold. This 
valley is, by our reckoning, fifty-nine miles firom Ghinnah. Oor 
couije to-day has beoi N. W. 

MONDA'V, 8th Septembir. 

I awoke at four o'clock this morning, and found that the ea<^ 
nek betenging to the robbers were not returned from the Ipring- 
Their baggage lay within view of us, among which I leam there ia 
cofifee, fugar, and fail-doth, whkh they have lately taken, and art 
carrying for faie into the na^borhood of Cauo. At day-break 
our camels were alfo difpatched for water, and kft only Hadgee 
Uttalah and the owners of the camds with us. As there was no 
hope of our decamping before neon, to amufe myl^ after breaki- 
faft I fat down to tianlcribe an ode, in the con^ofitioaof which 
I was dtfturbcdycfterday by the adventure of the deer. Mycamet 
9 is 



yGoogle 



t 3« 1 
iltbe boeft of the fet, and dfotils ok ftcquBnt: epportahitililsi 
fer muling, hf tagging l)ehhid the mit, A pretty place for in-' 
^)iration, traly ! niet}dnks ibme critic cries. But- as gay fcenes 
gjve birth to gay ideas, fo the verfe portrayed in a defart, can- 
not &il to pfftafct of its ftrong and gloomy coloring. Thofe' 
isadeh who are of a difpofition to rdifli fuch a plfture, may 
lOo^ to the Appendik j wjiea-e, to avoid breaking the thread of 
my fiil^eft, I have placed this ode. Conceived among the ob-' 
je£ts it defcribes, it is cfaiefiy calculated for the penlive, melancholy 
heart) to vibitit I beg leave to addrefs it. 
. It feems that n>l)bei7 is no diflnnonble prafeflkn aitiong the< 
Arabs, wUle they confine th^r attacks to (be people of otiier 
diftri&i. Their friends and acquuntances may encounter thefe 
banditti witiiaat violation j and it is feldom known, that they 
lay their ovm coontrymen under contribution. Our Arabs have; 
fallen itnder ilie former de&t^tion, and it is to this extraordi- 
nary obfinanoe of &i^ that we Ihall be indebted for our' 
elbipe. That cofttim is to make excnrfions into diftant pro-: 
viBces, and to return to dior o«m, with all the plunder they 
can coUeft. Tbejr cosftder it rather as carrying on a petty war, 
tJian as an infringement of the rights of mankind ; and in this re- 
J{>cA, perhaps, ban as much reafon and jultice on their fide, as 
IHOft of thofe beraes who have delated the earth, and whofe 
Climes only want to be divefted of the vain rclat ol uncommon 
aS&ga. The government itfilfwinks at thefe proceedings, whiclt 
enrich its fub)«£ts ; aad while the delinquents keep beyond thef 
iiaamccfiate cogiuzance of jnftice, they have nothing to appre- 
hend from its relimtmrait. And if it be confidered, that many 
a iheir affiidates are men who have been guilty of no ofSmce; 
bat have been obliged by the crimes of fome of their family, to> 
take refuge i« the delart, tofliun the vengeance of individuals; 
we fliotild be the lets fiirprized at meeting with as inftance of 

humanity 
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humanity and forbearance among them. The crael policy of 
their laws has peopled the wafte j and driven men of fair cha- 
ra^er to mingle with the vile, and to prey on the unwary tra- 
veller ! 

The captain of the gang was introduced to us by Hadgee 
Uttalah at breakfaft, and took a cup of coffi;e with us. He is a 
bold, laughing villain, of a middle fize, but large limbed : and 
would be well-featured, were not his mouth disfigured by a deep 
Icar, which contra£ts his upper Up, and betrays the lo& of fe- 
vcral of his fore-teeth : the effefts we fappofe of one of his ren- 
coimters! There is a freedom in his behavior, which gains 
him our confidence. Far from- being alhanled of his way of 
Hfe, he talked of his late exploit, and produced two piur of 
morocco flippers, a Turkifli veft, and other artides of dixft, for 
Jale. Thefe we readily purchafed, to conciliate his good opinion ; 
and neceiSty muft excuft our receiving ftolen goods, knowirtg 
them to he ftolen, Abdul Ruilar bought an Alcoran, and.other 
celigtous books, the plunder perhaps of fome poor prieft j and 
Ibrahim a French horfe-piftol, which will be oi- more (hew 
than ufe to him. Thefe things we have procured' for at leaft a 
third of their value: and Hadgee Uttalah has fatisfied the rob- 
ber, for which we are to account with the former at Ciiro. Wc 
have been careful to inftil into our own people the belief of our 
being deftitute of money ; or God knows, what mifUiief the dif- 
ijovery of our real treafures might prodi^ againft us. Our for- 
tutie is very peculiar. We might faa^e gone this road a thouiand 
times, without encountering thefe freebooters. Had we arrived 
at this pals but half an hour later, w.e ftiould have mifled of 
them, as they were hafting through the valley to get water, and- 
dreamed as little zs ourfelves, of Aurtihling upon human crea-* 
tures in this unfrequented wafte. But the event ohly can de*- 
cide, whether the meeting be propitidus or not. Wc have often. 

during 
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during our journey, had occafion to applaud Pope's celebrated 
maxim, that " whatever is, is right." And though (o flattering 
'to our interefts, may we not hope that even this will prove a 
fre(h teftimony of it ? The dealings which we have had with 
their captain, fhew that he means to aft upon the fquare 
with us } and we are ftill encreafing our debt with our Arabs, of 
which they are, to look for payment at Cairo. 

At eleven o'clock their camels returned from the ipring, and 
had their intentions been hoftile, they could not have found a 
better opportunity to execute them, than in the abfcnce of a 
great part of our force. But their ideas were of an oppofite na- 
'ture. In the afternoon they killed a young camel, in compli- 
ment to Hadgee Uttalah j and nothing went forward but pre- 
parati<»is for an entertEunment. This fle(h the Arabs efteem be- 
.yond all other-j and as they prefented us with a piece, our 
Aom'acbs were not pampered enough to refufe tafting of it. 
Though we had eaten our humble repall, we had fufficient 
appetite to 6nd the meat tender and well-flavored. It is coarfe 
• enough, however, and might be miftaken for bull-beef. 

-At three o'clock our camels returned, with the Ikins filled 
with good water. There is a feaft however among the Arabs; 
which cuts off. Qur expeftations of getting away before the 
evening. Were it not for the delay, we have not fpent a dif- 
agreeable day in this valley. It is fo dee|> and fo narrow, 
that there is ever, a Ihade to the eaft or weft fide of it, and a 
draft of wind drawing through, which alleviates the noon-tide 
fervor. 

We find, to our great regret, that we do not move to-night, 
Hadgee Uttalah now tells us, that as the camel was killed on 
our account, we cannot in decency but fiay, until the flirangers 
have dreflied apd prepared it for the -journey. This will take, up 
.un^ dark, and we have another craggy mountain to pafs over. 

Ai 
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As the troubles probably fubfiA at Curo, the old man propofed 
to us a plan, to carry us to the place of thefe robbers' reiidence. 
This is fituated near the river, and but a few hours dlftant froiQ 
that city, whwe. he will accompany us in a boat. And the rea- 
fon he gives for this manceuvre, is plaufible enough. His camdi 
run a rifk of being prefied for the war, fliould he venture them 
to Cairo. Notwithftanding it was the Shaik Ul Arab's politive 
direction, that the camels fliould iet us down at the Englifli ^- 
' tory, and the fcheme itfelf is not wholly to our mind, we muft 
liave that coniideration for thele' poor creatures* proper^, as not 
to hazai*d it wantonly at the capital, if we can be conveyed ther^ 
though at a little more expence, in a boat. We have, therefore, 
given our conda6):OE the latitude to a£t for the beft. But not to 
forget our intereft while he promotes his own. 

The cracklini; of fires was now heard on all fides, and the menial 
Arabs were buiy in turning the large joints upon the glowing em- 
bers. Some were dealing out their fcanty allowance to the camels'j 
while others unfheathcd thar glittering blades, to portion out the 
night's r^aft. Meanfvhile the chiefs were ailembled apart, 
firetched upon the hides of ibme ferocious animal, once roving and 
lawlei^ like themfclves. Their arras were thrown peaceably by 
them J wWle from each mouth, a long protended tube dlfpenfed 
the fragrant fiimes of Perfia's weed. Deeds of bold hardiinent are 
now retold : and each v^un-glorious boafter is hero of the Se- 
quent tale. His province, war 1 and man, his fpoil I Thus fleet 
the hours, 'till languor creeps upon the band, and quick, refigns 
them to the arms of flcep. 

TUESDAY, 9th September. 

The night was (harp as ufiial, which occafipned us to lie longer 
tbis morning to comfort omielves. Wc did not move off our 

ground 
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f^und tmtil Half paft fix o'clock, and the robbers then were not 
ready to accompany us. They defired us however to proceed", 
and promifed to follow foon after. For three hours we winded 
through the valley we flept jn, and about ten o'clock, began to 
g^n the high ground by a regular afcent. The reft of this day*s 
journey was continued over a fuccefiion of hills and dales ; where 
the road was fo intiicate and broken, that nothing but a camel 
could g^ over it. The appearance of the road is fb frightful in 
many places, that we do not wonder, why our people have hither- 
to laid by in the night. The air is fo piercing on the hills, thatf 
we feel not the leaft inconvenience from the meridian ray. The 
fun, indefid, is far to the fouthward in this month, and we daily 
haften,toourgreatcomf6rt, from each other: add to this, we have 
turned our backs upon him. We can already pronounce this jour- 
ney to be of a different complexion from our laft. The roads, it is 
true, are more difficult and dangerous ; -but the feafon is lb much 
changed for the better, that we fcarce know what it is to thirft, of 
to fuflfer any but a partial heat. At one o'clock we entered another 
valley, which we traverfed until half paft two, and for want Of a 
breeze, found it comfortably hot. Here wc halted, and were not 
lucky enough to gain the leaft fhelter from the fun. The change 
was difagreeable enoi^h from our late fituation in the high ground. 
We pafled fuddenly from the extreme of cold to that of heat, 
•* Extremes by change more fierce." This valley we found to be 
the proper watering-place : the ^ring we met with yefterday, 
being only known to the robbers who haunt the wafte. Our ca- 
mels were accordingly diipatched to repleniOi the few empty Ikins, 
and to drink themfelves, againft the long thirft they are to expe- 
rience. We fprang a brace of partridge and leveral quail in this 
valley, which has good cover of fragrant ihrubs. . The laft ftage 
was no Icfs than eight hours, or twenty miles, and by our reckon- 
ing, we are but feventy-nine miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe 
• R r to-day 
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to-day has -been N. N. W: We now' fee that yefterday was ab- 
folutely a loft day, and if we travel at this rate, our provifions, as 
well as patience, will fbon fail .us. 

• It was whiipered about that the robbers had taken a different 
route. We had been here near two hours, and there were no 
figns of them. This made us fufpeft, that they had amuied u» 
With the idea of joining us, and we were rather doubtful, whether 
theJcparation would be to our advantage or not, when a little 
after four o'clock, I iaw the captain of the robbers with two at- 
. tendants/advancing towards us with a qukk pace. Shortly after 
the whole band appeared in fight, according their fteps to the tune 
of a fong, and fwrningly carelefs of the fun-beams and of the 
world befide. Tliey make a formidable figure, and are trebly 
armed to what our party are. How different is the fa£t from 
what was reported of thar difcipline and arms I Befides hi» 
liiatchlock, which is flung behind his back, each man has piftols 
in his g^dle, a fabre oa his left fide, and a hanger on his right, 
while in his right hand he brandiflies a fpear. They are alio in 
general better mounted than we ; and our having out-marched 
th«n to-day, muft be attributed to the additional load they 
have carried in -the flefli of the camel. The principal part of our 
force was abfent, and they bad another fair opportunity of at- 
tacking us to advantage. But very amicable was their falutadon; 
and they only thought of fending their camels to the fpring, which 
met oiir's returning thence. This we find will detain us here un- 
til the morning, ahd is the fecond delay which thefe people have 
occafioned us. V/e learn that we are to march for three days on 
the mountuns, before we defcend towards the Nile, where we are 
to water next'; which argues the necefiity of going from henc« 
with fuU ikins. 

'WED- 
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WEDNESDAY, loth September. 

. We were late as ufual in decamping this morning. The Arabs 
feem not to relifh the morning air, and make up for the delay, by 
marching an hour or two longer during the heat of the day : a 
circumftance not over and above agreeable to u^. But, perhaps, I 
^ak chiefly for myfelf, whofe eyes are ftill weak, though on the 
mending hand, add much incommoded by the rays of the fun. 
Our fatisfa^ons are feldom without their alloys. In a converfa- 
tion we had with one of the owners of our camels, as we drank our 
coffee, he let us know how much we were in the power of hiff 
countrymen. He had the alTurance 1X) laugh at the idea of the Shuk 
Ul Arab, who he faid was nobody here ; and added, that were it 
not for himfelf and his companions, we fhould have been ftripped 
by the robbers, and now been wandering about the deiart, defti- 
tute of food and raiment •, There, was fomething in this picture 
that did not flatter our imaginations. Our pride was alarmed ; 
and we quickly retorted, that We never would be reduced to fuch a 
conditio^, while we had a hand remaining to wield a weapon. But 
in fpite of this fellow's arrogance, we thought it prudent to retain 
him in our intereft. We commended his fidelity, and appeared 
thankful for his friendfhip, which we promifed to fhew a proper 
fenie of on our arrival at Cairov His behavior, inde«l, is quite the 
reverie to that of Hadgee Uttatab, who is not only a quiet, civil 
body, but one, who fpeaks of his fovereign with deference and re- 

^ea. 

At half paft lix o'clock we began to. aicend a mount^n nearly 

perpendicular. The way was rugged, and one of my camels be- 

R r a ing 

* Thi« very fituation has fince been the lot of a company of Europeant, between 
Suez and Cairo. The ntiferable end Of thofe who perUhol in this horrid manner, 
fltottbl redouble our fenfe of our providential efcape. 
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ing Ikittiflij or perhaps uiieafily laden, fuddenly threw his burden 
from his bacjc, and difordered the whole body. My trunks pitched 
from rock to rock, until they got to the bottom ; and I am in- 
debted to good luck, that they were not broken to pieces. The 
contents which fuch an accident would have published to fheft)b-: 
bers, might have awakened the Ipirit of rapine which -lay dor- 
mant withia them, and tended to dif^urb the prefent harmony 
which fubfills .between us. Ibrahim was Tent down to replace 
the baggage, and found one of the robbers very kindly aflifting 
the driver in that office. We were near an hour leading our ca- 
mds from one afcent to another, before we conquered the fam- 
mit } and for tbree hours rode over a plain, where neidier fhrub . 
nor buib was to be fcen. At ten o'clodt we defcended into a val- 
ley, where, we.halted to breakfaft. In this valley, we found plenty 
of provender, for our cattle : Rofemary bufKes, and other Ihrubs 
of uncommon fragrance, which, being natives of the defert, arc 
ftill; periiaps, without a name. Though thefe fcented plants are 
the ufual food of the camel, it is remarkable, that his breath is 
infuf&rably naufeous. But when he is pulhed l^ hunger, he de- 
vours, thiftles and prickles indifcriminatdiy, without the leaft da- 
mage to his mouth, wluch feems proof to the Iharpeft thorns. The 
laft ftage was four hours, or ten miles. 

At half p^ eleven we mounted again, and traverfed the 
valley for an hour and upwards, when we climbed the moan- ' 
tains once more, by as narrow and craggy paths as human feet 
ever trod. As we overlooked the precipices befide us, I difco- 
vered leveral channels apparently worn with water, and am con- 
vinced in my own mind, from the& and other Agm, that eidier 
the Nile formerly branched into thisdefai*^ or rivers ran here 
whole Springs are now choaked up. *' Dumb are their channels 
and thrir fountains dry." The very neighborhood of the Nile 
has undergone one of the unaccountable vicilHcudes of fublu- 

nary 
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nary things : ind the population of Upper Egypt has fhrunk 
to the narrow compafs 6f the river* which waters her extenfire 
domain ! 

The band of robbeiv keep in our rear, and have hitherto 
baited at an agreeable diftance from us. This- condu£t: we ap- 
prove of lyiucfa, as their mixing with our fimple Servants might 
be productive of difcoveries, not to our advantage. At half paft 
four, we entered a vall^, where we dined luxurioufly in the 
fbade. We are much furprized- to find that our bifcutt runs 
fliort. This will fo^n oblige us to mefs with the Ars^s, and to 
eat c^ their flour cakes baked in the afhes. But while we 
keep our healths, we (liall fcarcely complfun of our food, what- 
ever it may be. The Arab we hired at Ghinnah, is the perion 
on whom we muft depend for the manufaAaring thefi; cakes.. 
He is a drcJl, who plays' a thoufand antic tricks to divert the 
company. But I am of opinion, that he has more of the knave 
than fool about him. Ibfatum was always too indolent, to ad- 
minifter to <Mur wants of this kind. And as to Abdul Ruflar, he 
has beea of little or no- fervice to us, fince the leap he made 
for his life- at the houfe of Mahomet. He has been long reco- 
vered of his bruifes, but they feem to have cooled his' zeal far 
our interefts. The laft ftage was five hours, or twelve miles 
and an half.; ,At:cight o'clock we moved on with the benefit 
<^ a fine moon, and kept winding through the valley until half 
paft eleven, when we ftopped at the foot of an high hill 
ior the remainder of the ni^t. The laft ftage was three hours ' 
and an half ^ or nine miles; and we are by computation one 
hundred and ten miles -from Ghinnah.. Our courie to-day has 
been to the et^ward of north. 
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THURSDAY, nth September. 

We decamped in fuch hafte this morning, that we wa« dif^ 
appfHDted of our coffee, and marched away with empty ftomachs. 
We led the camels up the hill before us, and for two hours 
. pafled over fuch a variety of hills and dales, that we could not 
pretend to mount our beads. At dght o'clock, we began to 
defcend into a deep valley, by one of the moft dangerous roads 
we had yet beheld. On each fide of (is wfcre perpendicular 
fteeps, fome hundred fathoms deep. But the traveller's atten->- 
tion feems to be purpofcly diverted from the danger, by the 
magnificent objefts which furround him. Here he fees pointed 
heaps of the brlghteft cryftal, that dazzle the eye with their 
glittering luftre : -while ever and anon above his head, trc* 
mendous to behold 1 columns of the fi'neft granite, rent from the 
mountain, feem ready to bury him beneath their tottering 
weight. On every part is fuch a wild confiifion of hang^g 
precipices, disjointed rocks, and hideous chafms, that we might 
well cry out with the poet ** Chaos is come again." Whoever 
can tread thefe rude retreats, without being ftruck with the fiib- 
limeft ideas of that Almighty Providence, who prefides as well 
amid the gloom and filence of the defart, as in the noife and 
gaiety of the city, muft be as dead to the emotions of fancy- 
as to a fenfe of devotion. Yes, omnipotent Father ! to thee we 
truft for our deliverance from the perils that fiirround us. It ' 
was through this wilderhefs thou didft lead thy chofen people. 
It was here thou didft manifeft thy fignal protection, in fnatdi- 
ing them from the jaws of deftruftitm which opened upon eveiy 
fide. Though lefs deferving of thy regard, we defpair not of a 
profperous iffuc to our wanderings : and in the hope of thy fup- 
port, we look with indifference on what may befal us ■ 

7 At 
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. ftt nine o'clock w» afc^ded 4 gently acclivity, whwe we 
mounted our ca^lst a|i4' ^ode oyer lev^l ground cintil half 
paft ten, when we halted qipsng ibme ihnib$i. to feed our beafl:$ 
and to breakfaft. The laft ^ge was foui: hours and an half, or 
eleven miles.. 

At half paft eleven we refumed onr journey, which fVilt 
^ay upon a pl^n. As we went aloog, we ftarted two or three 
deer, which were the firft living creatures we had met upon 
thefe heights. At two o'clock we ejune fuddenly upon a dreadful 
chafin in the road, which appears to have been the ef¥e£t of an 
earthquake. It is about three hundred yards long, one hundred 
yards wide, and as many, deep- andwh^ is the cuiiofity, in 
the niiddle of the gulph a fingle column of ftone raiies its head 
to the furiace of the earth.. The rudeness of the work, and the 
aftoniihing length of the ftone, announce it to be a * /ufus na- 
ture,' though the robbers declared to us, that beneath the co- 
lumn there lies a. prodigious fum of money; and added, with a 
^ave face, they have a tradition, that none but a Chriftian's hand 
can remove the ftone to come at it. We could harclly keep our 
countenance at this tale, and without attempting a labor, which 
.would have been worthy of the fabled Hercules, we rounded this 
gulph, which is called Somah ; and leaving it behind us, we 
entered a valley where we found a very craggy road. We con- 
tinued our courfe through this valley until half paft five 
o'clock, when we halted under the fhade of an hill to dine. The 
laft ftage was fix hours, or fifteen miles ; and a very fatiguing 
one it proved, during the hottcft part of the day. . The robbers 
kept neai'er to us than ufu^I, and encamped on the fame ground. 
Here our Arabs diverted thenj^lves with Ihooting at a mark, 
at which they are very dextrous. It is neceflary for them, bow- 
*ver, to reft their pieces, which leaves them infinitely beneath 
our markfmen in fair ihooting. The example of our people 
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animated thofe in die other quarter? and there was nothing 
heard but the report of fire-afms, during our ftaif here. The 
robbers were much delighted with a mu&etoon belonging to us, 
whofe execution' upon the rocks was more terrible, and whoft 
report more loud, than they had any conception of; They re- 
marked too with wonder, that a matchlock mifles fire more fre- 
quently than a fufee, altliough the former has a match in lieu 
of a flint. 

At eight o'clock we mounted' again, and refumed our courfe 
through the valley by moon-light, until half paft ten, when 
we ftopped to take our repofe. The laft ftage wa» two hours 
and an half, or fix miles; and by our reckoning, we are one 
hundred and forty-two miles from Ghinnah. Our courft to- 
day has been N. by E. and N. by W. 

FRIDAY, i2th September. 

We .^d not begin our march before half paft fix o'clock 
this morning, by which time we had brdten our faft with a difli 
of coffee. We directed our courfe to the weftward, to gain on 
the river ; as this is the fourth day fince we filled our water- 
fluns, which make but a light appearance at prefent. We foon 
entered upon a very extenfive pkin, Icattered over with a va- 
riety of odoriferous flirubs, and bounded on all fides by lofty 
mountains, whofe tops were loft in the clouds. After the 
heights we have pafied, it is no pleafing proQ>e£t to behold new 
difficulties to conquer. But alas I fatigues feem duly to multi- 
ply upon us. '* Hills peep o'er hills, and Alps on Alps arife." 
—As we went along we perceived the frefti tracks of numbers of 
deer, which we fuppofe had taken to the bills on our approach. 
The nearer we go to the Nile, the lefs fterile is the fxtce of the 
country. The foil in many places is mixed with clay, and leems 
lo capable 
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capable of cultivation. At half paft d^t o'clock we halted ia a i^ia- 
clous opening between the mountains, which leads due weft to 
die river. Here the Arabs tell us we muft remain, while the.ca- 
aielB fetch water from the NUe, which is about twenty miles, 
diftant. As the war ftiU i-ages there, they do not think it pru* 
dent for us to approach any nearer. The robbers have encamp- 

- ad by us, and difpatched their camels on the fame errand. T)m 
delay will prolong our journey a day at lead, and confequently . 
the time we are to fpend vnth theie honeft fellows. They are, 
however, on th^ good behavior with us ; and as long as they 
keep their word with our condui^or, we are bound to fpeak well 
tsif ihemt whatever may be thdr general character and profdlion. 
We fliQuld have fpent a dilagreeable day here, had we not fixed up 
iVich a tent as we contrived at our firft flage from Ghinnah, to 
ihelter us 6:0m the fun. But there was no ftandii^ within it, 
nor any mode of entrance but up(»i our knees. This inconve- 
nience, however, is not to be mentioned, among others wluch 
we have long fuftained. Chairs and tables we have been utter 
Grangers to for fome months j and it is no longer awkward to 
us to feed ourfelves with our fingers. 

While we waited for the return of our camels, we were alarmsd 
:dxnat noon \yy the report of two cannon. It came £roia the river,, 
and we began to apprehend that thew might be troubles in our 
naghborhood. Remote as we were from the fcene of the difpute, 

' the fi^t of our camels might occation an enquiry from cither 
party, which might end in thedifcovery of our retreat. Thefe re'- 
fle^tions wefe not of a very cmifoiatory naturef nor did our fitu- 
ation call for foreign evils, to render it lefs enviable. But we were 
sot otherwife difturbed, dian ln>otir imaginations. Everything 
remained quiet during the day t and though the Arabs, as well as 
our fervants, repeatedly dtclar^, that riiey heard the fhii^ of 
more cannon, we imputed it to &ncy or fisar, and attended very 
S { patiently 
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patiently to the ilTue. We were indeed engaged in another mat- 
ter, which at firft had a feiious countenance. We found that our 
coffee and fugar was expended, and that the camel-drivers were 
in want of more ghee, notwithftanding the large ftock which we 
laid in of thefe articles. Now it was that we became fenfible o{ 
fomc of the good effefts of the company of the robbers. . What 
wc ftiould have fought for in vain in their abfence, their captain 
ha« fupplled us with, at half the prices which fuch articles bear at 
Chinnah. Madgee Uttatah has fettled with blm for the amount^ 
which we are to repay at Cairo. In truth, the confcience of tliis 
robber is no lefs wonderful than his manners. He is cafyof ac- 
ceis, and yet carries a proper command over his party ; and by his 
own example teaches them to be civil, and even obliging to us. 
We would willingly make him a fuitable acknowledgment for. 
this behavior, but do not think it fafe to produce money, or to 
depart in the. leaft. from our profeflions of poverty. It was with 
tiiiEgreateft pleafure imaginable, that I could oblige him in a 
trifling point : with a couple of razors, which he faw in my fer- 
vant's hands, and exprefli^d a defire for. 

As the night advanced, oiir anxiety for the fate of our camels 
encreafed. They ^d not return before eleven o'clock, and were 
abfent upwards of fourteen hoiu^. They went tti an unfrequmt- 
ed inlet of the river, but few a countryman, who informed the 
drivers, that Ifmaul Beg had repulfed the gallies of ihrahjm B^, 
and difperfed his forces uppn the banks of the Nile. We are pr^o-. 
bably indebted to the horrors of the defart, that we have not en- 
countered any o£ the ft^tives, who» to fliun famine here, have 
chofen a route more formidable in point o^ human perftcutions. 
This place, we underftand, is nearly oppolite to the town of Siis^li, 
on the Nile; and as our ftage to-day was but two hours, or five 
miles, we are, by our calculation, 149 miles from Ghinnah. 

., \ 
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SATURDAY, 13th September. 

At half paft fix this morning we left our ground, and travelled 
over a plain until niiie o'clock, when we entered a broad vallef, 
and at ten halted among ibme buflies to breakfaft. We now began 
to be in the lame mefs with the Arabs. Our own bifcuit was out j- 
but it was with no indifferent ftomachs that we partook of their un-> 
leavened bread. This is made of flour to be fure, but flour in the 
coarfeft fteite : and what with'the nuking and baking, ^e reader 
may conceive that the bread is of a tolerable blacknefs, before it' 
ccnnes to our hands. We moiften this food' with ghee, and crown 
the repafl with a difh of coffee, and a draught of water. I declare, ' 
for my own part, that I never enjoyed one, at any period of my 
life,- with abetter reltAi. So beneficial are exercife and fobriety 
to the health! and fo iucccfsful is neccffity in overcoming the force 
of habit ) I may fpeak confidently on the former heads, in regard 
to myfelf ; as my coniHtutioh is none of the ftrongcft, and I have 
been ever fubjeft to head-achs, and nervous complaints. But' 
none of our company bear the fatigues of the journey better than 
onyfelf ; or have been bleft with a greater fliareof health during- 
oitr refidence in thefe parts. The humour in my eyes was but an 
asternal difcrder; and, thanks to our conductor, did not mtich' 
trouble me after the applicadtin he made to them. The laft ffags 
was three hours and an half, or nine miles. 

At eleven o'clock. we mounted agun, andpuriiied our route 
dirough the valley, which is pretty thickly ix>vered with flirubs. 
Nothing is fo dHagreeable as to go for any length x>f way through 
a i^ce of this kind. The poor camels will ftop at every bulh'to 
iatiisfy thar hunger } and, did humanity admit of depriving them 
of this fcanty fatis&flion, neither words nor blows could induce 
tliem to mend their pace. , At one o'clock we gained, by a gentle 
Sfa afcent» 
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aCcent, upon a plain, ftony and bare of rerdure. We left the lull 
in our rear, and toiled onwards over the barren flat in an hot fun 
until four o'clock, when we entered a valley ftored with rofemary 
an<( other &enfed bufliesL We winded through it until half paft 
fiaur, when weh^ted to teSrvOa ouri^ves and tattle. It maft be 
pUerved, that Xve fmmd no fltdter firoai the Inn at eidier of onr 
hadting'places to-day, whicb has rendered it the moH irkibme one 
duru^ idiis journey, l^he laA ftage waa five hooxa and an half,, 
or fourteen miles. 

' At eight o'clock we moved on with a fine moon. The night 
frfis very ^arp ani cold^ thoi^ I faced it without patting oa 
«iy additional coverii^. The Arabs wrapped themielyes up in 
their cloaks ; and, with the -afliftaaice of their p^ies^ contrived to( 
baffie the jnercing wind» winch is by no. means agreeabie-to thdr- 
ivclu^s. Each man is provided with a flint and piece c^ 
Aecl, To the fled a bit of leather is s^Szed, which takes fire on 
thefirft flrqke, and is ready to li^it his motdilock or'pipc. An. 
unhicky accident had Hke to have befirilcn Mr. Hammond^ from 
titc ufe of dxefs flints. A %arko£fire fell unknowingly upon the 
hati^r-bag'which contained his ammunition ; and had he not by 
chance perccivied the &a6ke iilnii^ from it, in a few mmutes it is 
probable he would have fditiiLe &vere efle£h (^ the dxplofion. 
This alarm occalbned us to chdnge our pofltion, and we kept to- 
ike windjirard of tixs Arabs, dudng the reft of th& man:h. Our 
road, after leaving the valley, lay over level ground. As it would 
he next to ah iinpolfibility to find the way over diefe flxHiy flats^ 
\idiere thoheavy foot of a camel leaves no impreffion, the di&rent 
bands of robbers have heaped up ftones at unequal diiftances, fbc 
dieic direction through this defart. We have derived- great afliftance 
from the robbers in this refpe£^ who are our guides when the- 
marks eitlur fatlj qr arft:uninteUi^le tons. If^it be confidered, 
that this road to Cairo is feldomoc neyec tnxlden» it is no wonder 
3 that. 
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that our Anbs are freqnendy at a tofs for die couHc. We are 
but the third, and, perhaps, m^ be the hft company of travel- 
hrs, Yiho have ventured to go tqr this route, fince the difturbances 
have arifen upon the Nile. Onr little Turk at Ghinnah waa par- ~ 
ticutarly avede to it ; and though both his perfon and nKrdiandlae 
would, in all probalnhty have enjoyed die fuae proteftion aa ow- 
ielves, we' are wel^ enoogh pleafed that he did not encounter the 
trial. The truth of it is, the I'urks are very tynmnical mailers, 
and the Arabs feize ev«y c^poctunity to repay their obl^adona 
ini kind. At twelve o'clock we halted to take oiu^ repole ill tHe 
open plain > and. fenced ourfelves from the oAd wind as weK as 
we cobld;, with our baggs^^ The bft ftage waa four houcs, oc 
ten miles; and, by our reckoning, we ace i8e nules from Ghin- 
nah. Our courfe to-day has been N. £. and . during the latter 
part due N. 

SUNDAY, 14th September. 

We decamped at half paft &x o'clpck this mormng,. and pur- 
ftied our ^ourfe over a Icvd country. The river, we are told, 
runs withiatenor twelve miles of us ; but we dare not approach 
i^ whatever attractions it may po&fs.^ On the road we pafled^ 
the Skeleton oi a camel, which n^w and then happensin. the de- 
£ut. Thele are poor creatures diat.have periihed with fadgue-;. 
ftor thofe which are hilled for the fixftenance o£ die Arabs, are car- 
ried away, bones and all together. Of the hides are made the 
fialeS'.of the flippers which are worn in Egypt, widiout any drefe^ 
ing,. but what the fun can give them. The.circumftances. of ttus. 
uiimal's death, when his flxen^th fails him on die road, have 
jpmetlut>g in them affecting to humanity. Such ai% his padoice' 
and perfeveruKe, that he piarliies his jdurn^ without flagging, as 
long as hp has powej; to fttppoct its weight; and fuch^ are his 
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fortitude and iptrit. that he will never p,vt out,- until nature (inks 
beneath the complicated ills which prefs upon him. Then, and' 
then only, will he refign lus burden and his body to the ground. 
Nor ftripes, nor carefles, nor food, nor reft, will- qjake him rife 
again ! His vigor is exhaufled, and life ebbs out apace I — This 
the Arabs are very &niible of, and kindly plunge a fWord into the 
breaft of the dying beaft, to ihorten his pangs. Even the Arab 
feels remorfe when he commits this deed : his hardened heart is 
moved at the lofs of a l^thful fervant !— rPeace then to thy re- 
mains, unhappy fon of want and woe ! May no rude wind dif- . 
turb thy bones, no impious hand remove them from the reach of- 
leaning eyes I At fight of them the traveller fhall drop a pitying 
tear. Thy force ! thy gentieneis ! thy giant form f thy toiling 
days I thy haplefs end! ibfUl rufh upon his mind, and loudly 
claim this tranfient tribute f So may he hope to pafs . fecure the 
horrors of the wafte — fo may the beaft which he beftrides, efcape 
thy fate 1 

At ten o'clock we halted in the lun to breakfaft, among fome 
thiftles, which is all that the' plain affords bur poor camels. 
The Jtril here is gravel, intermixed with chalk and ftone. The laft 
ftage was three hours and an half, or nine miles. At eleven we 
refumed our march, over one of the moft extenfive plains in the 
imiverfe. Not a hill, not a tree appears ; and the eye, as on the 
ocean, is only bounded by the horizon. The fun here was very 
powerful ; and the wind blowing over the chalky foil, proved 
more troublefome and difagrecable, than we have found it on the ■ 
journey. . We travelled the whole day without refting, though 
we were obliged to pull in our camels once or twice among fome 
huflies, to refrefli them with a mouthful of food. At five o'clock 
we approached a range of high mountains, wbich run weftward 
to the Nile. We ftopped within a league of them, until the cap- = 
tain of the robbers and fome of the Arabs pufhed on to furvey the- 
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pafs, which is fometimes frequented by their fraternity. We 
moved flowly after them, and at fevcn o'clock overtook them under 
the hills at th^ entrance of the valley, and were happy to find 
there was no appearance of danger. We iheltered ourTelves be- 
hind a.thick fpreading bufti to fleep, as the north wind blew pe- 
culiarly cold. Here my fervant difcovered a fnake under his bed, 
which the Arabs tell us is poifonous. But it had no tokens of 
being fo, if 1 may be. allowed to judge from the variety of fnakes 
which I have feen in India. This laborious ftage took us up eight 
hours and an half, or twenty- two miles> fo that we are by our reck- 
oning 2 1 2 miles from Ghiunah. Our courfe to-day has been to the 
weftward of N. 

MONDAY, 15th September. 

We were in motion by fix o'clock this morning, and advanced 
towards the hills» to which we judged we were fo near by the light 
of the moon. But it was a full hour before we entered the vii' 
ley that diyides them. Here we found plenty of provender for 
our camels, who get but a meafure of beans per diem each, belides 
the food which they pick up in the way. A llender allowance in- 
deed, for fo large an animal I On all fides we obferved the freih 
Jlot of deer, and of another creature, which I take to' be an elk 
from the fize of the hoof, but which the Arabs calf a nuuntain 
iheep> Thefe mountains are composed of alaba^er, porphyry, 
and granite ; large fragments of which are (battered about the 
road, nther by the force of a whirlwind, or their fall from an 
immenfe height. It was doubtlefs from this quarter* that the 
antient kings of Egypt fiimiJhed themfelve& with the materials of 
tho& fplendid edifices, whole remains are yet vUible in the princi- 
pal cities of this kingdom. Thofe lofty columns which have 
aftoniihed mankind at Alexandria and elfewhere, and which have 
10 ' been. 
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been tranfported to Italy at a prodigious expence, were probably 
cut from thefe quarries ; as the vicinity of the Nile afforded fuch 
an eligible conveyance to the fea. This is. in fa£V» but a conjec- 
ture } but fuch .as a traveller may be allowed to indulge himfelf in» 
were it only to rectify the miftakes of fome very ii^^enious wri- 
ters, who have fuppofed all this profufion of marble to have been 
brought frbm above the catarafts of the Nile, and thence deduce 
the insignificancy of thoie celebrated falls *. Bat to me the pre- 
mifes appear lb til-founded, that I canopt admit of the inferoice; 
though it muft be acknowledged, that accident alone could have 
led a {banger to the difcovery of a quarry, which is unknown or 
unattended to, by the natives of the country. We winded through 
this vaUey 'till ten o'clock, when we halted among fome thorn- 
trees to^rink coffee. This ftage was four hours, orten miles. 

At eleven o'clock we refumed our courfe through the valley, 
which is well (locked with thorn trees that are large enough to 
throw a (hade. Our no(txiIs were faluted with a fine odour, as 
we p^ed by the fnowy bloflbms that whiten the vale. On the 
road we ftarted an hare, and faw many earths, which this poor 
creature burrows in to defend her from the heat. The wind was fo 
Ueak, that the fun had little or no effect until towards noon, when 
the weather turned very fultry. Wejoumeyed the whole day in thi« 
valley, which in (bme places extends it(elf near a mile in breadth. 
In the aftemotm we were alarmed with the freih tracks of a camel's 
feet, which make a ftrong impreflion in a foft foil. The Arabs do 
not take them to be more than a day old, and pronounce a party 
of freebooters to be at hand. No travelers left Ghinndi later 
than a week before us ; and what bufinefs can bring any but free- 
booters into this wafte, isincomprehenftbletous. Danger (eemed 
to be near us, and fcouts were fent forward to advertife us of it. 

The 

* By the te&imoni«s of Captain Norden and Dr. Pococke, thefe ftlls are really 
iflfignificant j but neither of them penetrated to the fecond or third cataraA. 
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Thft robbers were employed in this o^ce, and by the &ciUtf 
with which they traced thb iu^icious feet, it appeared how difficult 
it would be to avoid fuch an expert pack. No hound could run- 
truer upon a fcentj rior'do'I fuppofe, any hound would.be 
ftaunchcf to the chace. We fravclled.on, however, without any in-, 
terruption, and^t fix o'clock halted to dine.' We were in need of 
refTeOuxient,:as }lie laft £tagewas'feven'haurs» ocrerenteen miles 
and an,half. ' Bnt burme^tis qiitite expended, and we were obliged 
to put up .with.flourv which dfi> begins to run fliort, for want, we 
fear, of cecaiicHny being. obferved among our fenrants. By Hadgee 
VttJdah's .fii!fl: acci)iint, we' were to. bavetreached Cairo laft night j ■ 
and iftow'he taUts of two or three days more J ..Tlus niiftake.muft, 
have arijt^n, ;not mori &oih the delays we have met with, thau' 
from,. his igfiorance of the country. It behoves us, however,* 
tt> be careful of the Uttle provifion which remains. 
. At eight Q'dpck we refUmod oiitr m^h by lihe light of tJbe. 
moon,, sold ftiU found ourjeives w: die valHy. -At half paft 
ten we batted to .take our r^ofe. The la{t Aage was two 
hows and an half, or fix miles, and by our reckoning we are 
246 miles from 'Ghiniiah. .Our courie. to'day has been direct- 
ed by th6 windings' of the valley/, generally ta the eaftwaid- 
ofN. ' 

t 
TUESDAY, i6th Septbmbsr; 

We decamped at fix o'clock this morning, and pre&ntly ^uit- , 
ting the valley, whichis above thirty miles long, we entered- upon 
a plain, over which, we travelled for fome time. At nine o'clock 
we came fuddenly upon a weU, which is fituated among -Ibme . 
broken gro\md. The fight of a fprmg of v^ter was inexpreflibly ; 
agreeaUe to our eyes, which had fo long been Grangers to ib re- 
frelhing ao object. We halted behind the fiiadc of fome bu&es ^ 
T t " ' ■ '" at 
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aiC'Jili^e diilvaci fcoqi Qi, -n^le ire bc^aKfaifted, and r«plimifliedf 
ofarffiits wijihtbat pTBCKuls artide. 'phelaft'ftagcvns thrceluurs. 
dr &^ten mites and an half. 

- TUb mortung wm very coal and pleaTant; and we iKteld at> 
\aff 3cy!, far tbQ^rd tiaie, i b^cre; ftnce wo have been in Egypt. 
t^i heavens an uiVialty clear and ferene in tlud upper proriace* 
yiAuix I cannot leam thB plague kas ever exteiicfaKi; during'Che pe- 
Ao^ 66 its greateft rage hi Isomer E^pt » to. whidn land w» at« 
now. ai^outlvng. Hssd^ Uttsdah, tcUs us,' tjtat he w^ certuQly 
jniitfih^abttaten'Tfaur^^flBdniing. We'can^uit beany confi- 
deta^ dUtaaude ftrom'thoe lalntude of CNuro, and &a«e therdbre the 
giicater dqicndenca on t^pronuib. WhUa Pre wore at tx«akfUft 
«• vacfiwcdra.-vifit freih tiie c«pt«n of the roUwrs, who rafO-effikt 
aiddtni to f«« a double^arrdlo^ piaoa^ wjdchbe heard was in aif 
pofleflton. Aftcvthchonomljkisnmment'whiclim had McHved 
Jvcotihidi, )coaklti6tdo>1ielstikan'ptodbaeH; I vrcnt fav^Pt to 
|Aba|e )ikB» abd diAplnjFged it, tfi» Omw kiai the nature of ks. tim- 
ftniAian. H« was much taken wit^ the taavaky of tlic mvettdotir. 
and after ftuveying U with partieutaf mai^ of ^ttsfafition m6 
aAonfflHUttat, hs^r^tttrned itt^my hAndcf. Inenticm'thitcWim- 
dttiMc, to enhce the sxceffivq foxbaapanccoli^f^ man; whoTe pro- 
leflion is thieving, and to whom a fire-arm of this kind muft have 
been a very dellrable acquilition. He had not left us many mi- 
nutes, ^enonp-<jfbis^Jpw«hi-tro«ghtOS'^p«*Stitofabagof 
flour, with his meter's compliments. He had learnt from our 
condu£^, thu we were in want of it ; and though we (Hd not 
chufb: to be under an obfigation to him of this nature, we could 
not prevail on. him t» accept of any pecuniary consideration for 
itf. AH we could do, was to di^dde Tome rice we had left, and fend 
the half to the captain ; which we had the pkafiire to underftand 
proved a new and acceptable fbod to him. This is iurprizingi. 
cbnfideiing the ne^b^hood of Iht "Dcitar, which prodircas fuch 

quantities 
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■ktactM ^ibMr.fmKtHiitKitCf-m-mtii 4iui # iMt Ukeiy U 
meet with an^ but the common graiA, in hi« progrefs thitivgn 
the waite. 

We loft the,.tr«»ttft-.|ivt .<)f 4ie'%«t iiitffmf. Though 
our Sans wen prefently filled, the cameb were yet to drink, end 
^« M pot; tmeauH iec tlie tbnr .^iMdck MtVeMOKf Mifi- 
ipe^ woDld Ukcapi. . AttUedaohb toalA ■«.(» Mfke WI& 
wt'h*ti.«r* fookin thittttk,Mo« tl* faUM af tkii l^iiiH;, 
<iv«r !«bkh..ftiliiK«a4<^licad<ia ntau-ilit water «UcttlBi*w«& 
'»<I»M- , At tUrbnttwtrMmdi cooU ditak «t K tiKb » mik 
m> &t.bt>aa befivi^ Dtir caoRb, wUck uteaHUi U faiif- 
irigto in tU,K"re: ttaiottt Eaah,caMlr thmfertt hy Al« tali' 
«)>l«iwH, tdn« a: qukrter of an hour tcriiiimch Ms Mmmm 
lbifi,:)aA U>imdtt tiammai aroimal ^^t^aiM at Kw^ 
.« piMl «<,dya,7«saU.rlqidiie two da^ «M( 4«b flights. A 
.noft dufiprafem jkmI iacancemble' dday a on utUiifeifMd {(«■ 
v^DmJ .. • ', '■ 

. ,M thm o'clpcjc #a leTumed aor journal aid fiiM ttiWfitl 4 
Met ti(e,oisft ieoiU weihadyet iMhcU. HWegNfl, lUid a MhS 
^ t/M grain, irbro intenUked wiihtbe A^jraAt Ai'dIm, MS 
4#ird<d a ver)r ai(bet^Us change to oar <»t(Ui 'iVho detbiUM 
^ fivfb Uade »ith onafiial g^tediotb. Thfe tituik* 0)1 HiA 
fide of ««, WCK 9«ei[ illd fldpiag, aMd fh« 1^1 bfe«K ana fM. 
From thefe joicnmfadas, iM die covrfii of the dale, wbii% 
irinda N.W.tanuida tlw Nibr I take it to him let/A (b^ 
,merly a branch of that lirer^ lia< wUck hoi beetl long dioakd 
op, cweyt in wusuq^nun JnondadMit. As we i<ent alohg, wi; 
fiarted ,f<Mnl hires,! aaal^ifira^g a brace or two of quiil; biA 
we. aw not pcevidad iritk fhot to bring them down. At thnt 
<](i«rter>paAieren-wafa>l^nRdci' (ho batik of the dible< to takt 
.out regoft, .Thci^ ifiaBr- 4a*:fii4V^htwt^ Md thiM^akHKt^ 
Tta or. 
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.or t««lremil<»i 4> t^ ilf eur-rec)uning we are lii m&r 
from Qhinnab. ' Our c<«ufe toiilay was N. bf W. tat 
N.W.. •...,., 

WEDNESD-AY, 17th Septehber. 

We were mounted before five o'clock this morning; and-m^ 
.fog- Qne ctf our ejuneU, which had ftrayed, we were obliged t^ 
divide bit J>ttsden among the reff, and to leave a man behind u»i« 
jlook for liim. , , We fyoa^ quitted the dale^ and a&ended the high 
ground l^.tbie fide of a inountfun^ that overlboksit ni this partt. 
The path. was: narrow and perpendicular^ and much- refembled 
a laddec. .To make it worfe, . we-prededed the- robbers j and an 
;ignoranX gujde' among- our. own .people ledi usiaih^.- ii^'We 
■found, oizr^Uesj in a. prettjr- iitua^on 1- .We had -kept the loweir- 
joadoathe.iide .^thfihill».infte3d of.tbattowedsthe fonimi^. 
.until we could: proceed- no. further. . We. were now obliged to 
' gjun the heights, in order to recover the road ; in peiibrming 
-w}uch> we drove our pooc cameli- up TuchfAeeps^'as-we had the- 
^greateft difficulty; tQ-.climb-laAer tfaem^.-' We wctr undfar 1^ 
neceffitjr.of leaving thein -to themfelves^] as die danger of lead^ 
;ing them through places, where the.leaft fa]i& ftep would faavi 
jprecij»$ated both man< and bealli to . Aei nrfmhwiable abffi 
Mow, was tx»- cri^al'to^l^tziud^ We int«t Iaigtta'«pota-the 
proper path, ai^dwere glad to, fiiid.ourieliie8.ia the ieip of -our 
.uncrnng guides,, the robbers, M>er.ha.ving womevecy (bat of -the 
ground with, real peril .and fatigbC' In the vali^ beneath us^ 
we pafiixl by a fountain of fine vratcdt. Jt gnOied frotai a-roek, 
-and threw itfelf with- fome .violence.into^a, ba£>n, which if had 
Jtollowed for. itfelf below. We had ho oocafion for a -frefh 
iiipply; but could not help lingering a fern minutes to adntire 
a-fifh^, fill ptstty in itfelf,. and. fg hei«^cfaing.to.6Hr eyes,. which 

had 
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had of late been Grangers to babbling founts and limpid ftreams. 
At feven o'dock we reached the fummit of the mountain, sfnd 
travelled until half paft tea, over a continued region of hills and 
dales. This aftonifhing jumble I this continued afcent I re- 
calls to the traveller's mind the fabled battle of tbegiants, who, 
tn warrii^ with the gods, heaped hills on' hills to fi:ale the ca- 
nopy of heaven. They are rude, craggy, and barren, and the 
tracks over them har^y pa&ble. In the bottoms the foil is 
generally' day, and (b moift, as to (knote our vicinity to the 
Nik, wlucb at this fealbn floods the country around. At Ibme 
<^»eAii^s to our Uft we once more beheld this noble river — be- 
held him after a long abfence, fweeping his majeftic courfe be- 
tween tiie towering mountains. We plainly difcemed the tops 
ef tiwfifc to the weftward of hisftream; and it feemed as if he 
htA' here fcoc^d a dnnftd for his rapid waters out of the 
folid rock. We gradually regained the low lands, and at eleven 
o'dlock halted among foiAe flirut^, to refresh ourfelves and cattle: 
Here our Arab overtook us with the miffing camd. The cir- 
. cnmftiuice of his wandering is veiy uncommcm. The camel is 
the moft ftfud of sAl creatures, and remains by the baggj^e dur- 
ing the ni^t without being picketed. The laft ftage was fix 
hours, or fifteen miles. 

At hatfpaft eleven we refumed our march, and foon came to 
the foot of a prodigious hill, which we unexpectedly found :we ' 
were to afcend. It was perpendicular, Kke the one 'which we 
had palifed feme hours before j but what rendered the accefs more 
difficulty the path which we were to tread, was nearly right up 
and down.' The captun of the robbers, feeing theobftacles wc 
had to bver^me^ Wifdy fent all his camels round the mountain, 
where he knew there was a defile, and only accompanied us with 
th6 beaft he rode. We luckily met with no accident in climbing 
this height, Wfaidi «ur pe>ople tefli us, is tfac kft v^e ihall -e'n^ 
■ ■ • counter. 
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DowsWf. • We' itMunejftrf^wMCAc t«9 distil- 4b»:«'(:Vack, wh«» 
«>c dcfoaKlal inM a valley Itg ffiSi^ttSj eqovi^ Hatyn 
fKtteRitptitci vritk the fight of • man «fl4 a 'catmlt who vntf 
baif-icoiKe^ded bjr a fpKaditig )>afll> Oar lirvanta wcr« firft, irat 
gstt t)» abuntj up«ii wMA tlia tafMin «f th»c<>bb<fs ;ulha4 
oo hil cgmA at its utmoft ^fictd, FeganHafs of danger, and m»r 
ditatkig, perhaps, the ietetuv? of Khiew booty, Ovr Anbs foUowT 
ed him* and pivfently fitfrounded the itian. N^ eoii^>a^oiia 
and myfelfhafted after. Our fitaatian waa difficirit <«n ftK^aii 
vcoaCeil; but we had already detienilinsd em tl>e pan ^«<s ir^tf 
take, iboold the diftreb of a ieUow-cnatiira daim o«r ptMat-r 
tkii^ Weweivboundby theties of h<)par^ta6bferveB Ariddra- 
trality towards the robbers, except irhen they ufriafed the ri gllK 
c£ humah nature in our preftQce.: Ha^pUy for vi.aU^ the an^ 
in queflma was no fubjed fof' thtir d^irodatioitt. We ft«| 
CUM up to him, and found he was a cottritr, who left Cairo but 
Tderday, and is proceeding with letters to fimie town on lb* 
livers He i^ known to the r6bber,. or it fteras that he would not 
ha^ Tentnred through the de&it. He tells us^that all is quiet 
apin at Cairo. This newsi and the certain vicinity of the cityi 
have pnt ns all into good fpitits. The anlaoiu cnlerpriic is nearlgt 
accomplifhed, and the palm of fuccefs is at hand 1 
. : W« left the principal Araha to eatertaiB the (banger With 
«effd^ and toUtd through; the valley until halfpaft fiveo'ctoctCt 
Khen we halted -to dine. We were now jointd by thofe Arabai 
and pn&iTtly after by the reft of the robbers, who bad madd ait 
aftonifiui^ march to overtake us. This ftage was fix hours, or 
fifteen miles. Aiiar a light' refre&oient of bread, we moved on 
at fenawidi thanaDB, whidi was sow at full, and afinidcd.u* 
a clear li{^t to aucdi {nrcr an hilly region until twdVe o'ckxikt 
^wfadi wc iprea4 oar boda umhra banlc. In ihatch aihott repofh 
Ihi Aabi tea. OS in aiuft.' U jtirnig-beine.ilaf'^nak, Whiai 
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added ts our niuKb. t»^jijr, t>ion«anattb£in ta be aiuiaiu -t? 
^(h.cm teilfciBe itmmft. ThU ph« » but a Hum diftancB 
frsiB ^ rivm. T^i ]t& i)»g« was fin hpun, or twelve miles^ 
ami b; qur jtfijtaguig, vr *n now 308 miles, from Gluanah; 
Pur qomfe w-4»| hu heeo N. W, wd W. 

THURSDAY, iSth Septimber. 
t ■ • - ' ■ ■ 

< W« wen iBuftd' btfiwe fonc o'clock this inoming, that vm 
sdght get eaib/ to the town where we are to take boat. With-' 
out our ufual aUovance of coffee, we .marchedoff dire^ly for ther 
river, to water oar camels. The camel is as reacfy to drink oftei» 
as tnj ether animal, notwithflanding the lai^ quantity sf Uqoid' 
which Ilia flomach can contain, He ' is the Anly aniinel,.- 
vho rnminatea..>^ 1 may h term it— bia drink as be joumeyv 
aloDgt and is no more oppiefiied by il^ liian a the -ox with -hi» 
cod, which he chew* at his tsifiira. We ifld not loTe ranch time 
at tise. smr, winch we were oveijoyed to review. Heace we di- 
leAed our march to the northward, ahmg the -banks- of the meSIt 
da^klfol river. in the world. By the liite fiood« it is, in Ibme' 
putSi double ka odgiaal breadth, and. ruflies' with a noify ntjH.^- 
dity te the nudn. The de&rt here (hetches Itfelf to the very' 
bonkv which appear infinitely more verdant l^ the comparifen. ' 
In our way ws pa&d by a village to our. left, called Vd Hadie,r 
ami at fercn o'clock hidoed< at ^e town of llconr, where we ex-^ 
pefted to find a boat. But our expe^tionsi^ere vain -j ahSiougla 
Hadgee Uttalah went Inaafelf t» the houlb of the principal vf- ' 
ficer, -to. obtain an order, for one.- While wc remained' here, £ 
aCteuled an eminanoe without til* towt^ and #as pnfented mtb 
the moft romsntie preexist thai intaginotioQ ean portray. ' 11te> 
Nile bisd nowfarroundlid al long flip of land, which appeared- ts> 
he intlwmidftef his ftrcan. and difphqed^a bedof dnrerfified; 
: . 9 greeo. 
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green. '. A large wood towered its head on this ifland, and alto- 
gether- formed a ihiking contraft to the ruffiit mountaifis, which 
overlook his weftem fliores. About a mile from this charming 
retreat, buried in the defart from common obfervatieh, the rob- 
bers have their refidence. They attended us thus far, and then 
returned to their tents, which they had pointed out to us on the 
road, as the dwellings of their famines. Their departure was 
,fccret, or as we call it, was a French leave, Hadgee Uttalah 
ia^noateSj'that their captain took this ftcp, in'order to fhew his 
difintereftednefs, and to lave us. the pain of beii^ obl^M t6 dif-' 
mils him, without a pre&nt. If this infinuation bejuft— ^and we 
^ave no re^fon to doubt it— there was a mbdefty in thi^ procedure, 
i^^hich. would have done credit to a man of the moft liberal educa- 
tion. Indeed, the whole behavior of thele robben Jias' been lb 
extraordinary, and the adventure itfelf is of £> novel' a cail, that 
tte;rea4er .wo^d fcarcely excufe me for parting, with thbm, with- 
out making fome obfervatiohs .on the iubjeft. , j 
. Of all the di^Fent tribes of Aralnans which we have met 
mth, thefe tenants of the delart alone,- have afforded us un-- 
qudtion^ble proofs of generofity and honor. We had fought ■ 
for thefe virtues in the courts of princes, and faaiid them in the; 
uncultivated wafte. Here no prejudices are harbored, no'vain 
diitinftions of religion give rife to delpicabie perlecutions; If 
the /word, he drawn, it is never waAton. in its execution, and Aitt 
relf^£ti¥ the laws of fdendlhip «nd faith. ' Like the iava^ in- - 
mates ;4^the wild, thele robbers rove through halut, and are 
only rapacious when urged by ftrong neceffity. Man is their 
foe, more than they are the foe. of man. But to .thefe robbers 
^ne this refle£lion wiUL perhaps, hold. Banilhed without caufe 
fsom ibciety, by the remiflhe& of the laws, and inflaenced by 
education to think lightly of their trefpalTes, why Ihduld we 
marvel to bear t^ pee|ll^ in this ^tqfoSGtmt wbc^ motals and . 
5 mannei^ 
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ifiinliers wodld hot Afgnurri a city ?' This |>9fidon Is at !ea{l.,CTir 
<k»t--^By;^tfee ftriA cohneAion between them, and the frequent' 
trial to whi(% fbcir fi^ty is put, they have formed a charafter 
among them&lves, which Is unknbwn to the reft of their coun- 
trymen. A charafter, wliidi has excited this involuntary tri- 
bute of praife from a ftranger ; and which is, indeed, worthy of a 
better firte! 

- The laft fta|;e was three hoursj or &ven miles. At ten o'clock 
we left Ifcoufi and prof^aited our journey along the banks of 
dte Nile. We met vrith no villages for feme miles. At one' 
o'clock we faw the 'pyramids very diftinftly, lying to the weft- 
ward tf the Hver. Thele we bad obferred from Ifcour, tbpug^ 
forty miles diftant from them ; but from their magnitude, <oo- 
ccived them to have been hills of ftone. We now were a&tr- 
tam^ of our aji^roach to Cairo j and on my aiking oar con- 
duftor the ufe of thofe ftm£hires, he told us G> many fables of 
their origin and riches, as affi)rded us -ample entert^ment 
on the road. Not th^ the dreams of fuperftition withdrew. oig: 
atteMftbn, from tite reality of the vlfion which delighted pur eyes. 
We wer6 ftrtich wilii awe, in - contemplating diefe amazing mo- 
tiuments <i( sitaquity. ■■ Every tiling confpired to touch die tra- 
veller's nand with the fublimeft ideas. The rude gr^deur of 
the 'ftupetidous mountains 'bcMnd the pyramids ; the aftd|uiHing 
h^ht of thepfran^ tisemfelves, whidi appear to rival, the 
worits of natdtc ; the feVeadiii and rapidity of the river which ' 
n»n« beneath thtot, fo renowned • in fong, and fo fertile of un- 
common produftions, united to raife a piftui'e worthy of a 
Btooke'ft* pfeincil-to detbribe. Nor did I conlider an herd of ca- 
aiel8>-that W«fc ■bt-oUfing* oh tiur iidc -of the river, as a fm^l' 
aflititioti ^tQ idke- jnflfgriificence 6f' tlie profpc^t, which was coni- ' 
ptiftd of the moft gigantic objeds in nature I In this march 
* An eminent painter of Ixeit^.^wboie talents inbis proleSaa pro^Ms t4 illtf> 
mine the liiing glory of his cpuqtrjr, , 

* - J ... V- U ^* 
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two of our camels were fo fu* jaded, as to reduce us to 
diftribute what Uttle burdens remained to than amimg the neEt, 
and to leave them at a village on the road. It was now, dut 
we acknowledged the prudence of bringing the additional camels. 
We no longer afcribed the mcafure to, any ielfifh views ; and 
ivhoUy acquitted the Arabs of a deiign to deceive us j as the dif- 
ficulties in this mountainous journey were fuffident to break the 
heart of a camel itfelf. . At five in the evening, we arrived at 
Tinnah, a town almoft oppofite the pyramids, where we pre- 
f^Qtly procured a boat to carry us to Cairo, which is but twelve- 
miles difiant. The laft ftage wa$ ieven hours, or eighteen miles j . 
fp that our journey over the defart, from Ghinnah to this^ place, 
has been, by our reckoning, 333 miles. 

Tinnah is a fmall but pleafant town, and fUnds ttpon the re-- 
puted fite. of antient {j^bylon. There are no velit^w, however, of 
that fplendfd city; nor any ruins here iave thofe of modern edi-. 
fices. The hp\il^ .are prettily ihaded with trees, an4 the, envt- ' 
rpns laid out in fields of grain. It is eafy to account for the ex- .• 
tinf^ion of rantient ruins in a peopled place j, j}ut jhow >re ive to 
expl^i) this extinction in a defart, .except wep^urtp the hur^tr 
canes of fand in which they may be buried, or r^lMr doubt Quae 
exiftenceat once? We met with many fppts vi.thfi defart, fit. 
enough for cultivation i but not a ruin, of any l^ind, to. denote - 
the. habitations o^nien. It is pro^abk^ therefore, . that the:2eo-: 
graphers of old wrQte without adeqiu^te infonpati^n . gb t^^fttbr. 
je^ i and have given cities and tribes to a wafi;9|, w^hidL lta#.b|sc|).i 
defolate fince the creation of the , world *. . , 

While we fupped .upon ^yir remaining ricc^ we were fufr-' 
rounded with crouds <)f. people, yljOj befasld. |» wi^Ji c^o^ty*.- 
and learnt our adventures. &om: the Arab& wi^. fi^prize. ; Ata 



♦ Tbey feivfr even- exceeded thofe whom Swift ridicules— 

**■ Who o'er utUlAbiuble^downs,." 
<J ■ ' Place elcphwits for wint of towns." 
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nine o'dlock we joyfully embarked for Cairo. Befides ourfclves 
and our domef^ics, Hadgee Uttalah and the camel-owners ac- 
coihpanied Us in the boat, kj them we promifed to gratify the 
drivers, who were forry enough to leave us. The moon was juft 
jifen, artd without fiul or oar, we fell down brilkly with the cur- 
rent. Every thing woir a pladd afpeA, and feemed ominous of 
the ftate of the capital. We palTed by many villages, which ap- 
peared very '{nfttt^^ne by the ptJe light oif the moon, and at 
tnidnight anehortd on the weftera bank oppofite Cairo, to take a 
Ihortrepofe. 

FRIDAY, 19th SEPTEMrtR.' 

. About two diis morning we weighed, and ftood into the khalis 
or channel, which runs from the river in^ the city. This chan- 
nel is of aconfvderable breadth-, and •ma linad on each fide with 
tradiag yfttch add plcaforerboats.;. Mvdti d^pjayed convindiig 
tokens of tile .commertx ahd weakh of 'the-capitti of Egypt. The 
ibcngth of thocurrent is here encreafed, and the boatmen exertetl 
no little tkillinfteaing through the grove of mafts, which rofe like 
a wiiod aiiouQd lis. - Tbe-flwres on either hand of us. were, adorned 
wikh'gard^ni and fummer-honfes j the dcTvs which fell, thickly 
iipoaotu: heads, were imprlsguated with the.fragrance of (hc4)aff- 
ing gale, which •■ whifpered whence it ftolS the balmy fpoil." 
OiiT minds -were no^ divefted of the perturbation which hadfe 
foqg poQeffed'tlKni, aad were fitttd to admit the.charming fcenc. 
Itfeemcdtobetheel&AoffucHenthaQtrnent, as Armidaisfai<l to 
have exhibited to regain ihe alfeftions of her lover. Erevvhile we 
wandered, like Riiialdo, throngfa glaamy vales and dreary wafto : 
And.nowi are fnddenly tranfported to the elyfium he fqund— to 
ftxtely pebees aqdwtnal lands.. Wevyent under theHem.ofa 
Turkiflj frigate, which was galley-built and carried about twenty 
U u 2 brafs 
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brals guns. She was probably ftatiootid here, to protect tli^ chotir 
nd during the late troubles -, but ftoi^ the b^ look-«ut wbkb 
the Tui'kiih &iIors keep, it -woQld be no diffipidt matter for.aa 
eocmy to have furprizod her in tbe'iiight. ., 

At thiee o'clock we arrived «t QW Cuiro, «nd after dreffing 
ourfelves in our belt Tufldlh clbMfas, we landed our baggage on 
the wharf, and difcharged«tirbi>at _We were to nota^ hare until 
day-break, and.iliy't«iia^aitioila (ib<I J diioirtM owftlKS in enr 
mining the place. In fttftjritlg about, J came -to a garden iaxr 
rounded by a lofty wall. On one fide of it there was a lattice^ 
window, which appeared to give light to a bower, as the lattices 
were entwined wjth.a ^reading vjjie, whole .grapes hung in clot 
ters without. As I was admiring the fruit by the doubtftil light 
of the moen, the found of a guittar fnddenly ftruck my ears. . It ■ 
iffued from the window, and was at times accompanied .fay a femak 
voice. I was too 'far removed fran» tbe^rfbrmer, to neap the ex- 
cellence of her Hull; but the noceby of thp adventure, ^md the 
plaintivenefs of the tune, k^t me fixed, as it \ta», to the fpot^ 
The window was infinitely too high to be fbaled without a laddifv - 
or my cutiofity to behold a Asxafd, whom my ima^nation . had 
^nftured out in all-the graces of beauty. and. youth, .might lvn» . 
ted me into a fcrape. I was now called away JiytfasArabS: to d«». 
part. They prefied us much to. lend for aOes, a Hand of whi^lt 
was in the neighbotliood, as we IbouU find ourfdvet much tired 
. .bythewalktotheEngii(bfo£hiry.> Our pride. was ftartkd at. Ihia 
propofitiod; and weperfiAed-in ourrafeluticak to go^n ftiDt,:ci 
the great aftonifliment of tile Aiabs, Whpmjide-no'aUowance for 
our ignorance of the cuAoms hete. We: Jet out aocordingl^.at 
dawn of day, and left alt one fisvanta bdt Ibrahim, bt ftay by ^he 
bf^gage, until we fent camds-fdric. Mfe'&niiid thexoadaone Of 
the bell, and after going for neai anile, aisniga dead wail dut 
4uaathech«m>elweliad <aiiiett{>,«e entered the new dty at a^ 

little 
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little paft fix o'clock. The ibcett began how -to be filled wit& 
po^le, axid the Ihops ^^layed i^eir various commodities for fale'. 
Tbefsrcff of the hot hnad had facft an efie£l upon our noftrils, 
that &ame «^one detentd us £rom ftopping in the iheet, to break 
oar f afts with fdch a new and delidous mode}. In fpite of our dif- 
^uiie, wft were immediately knoWn to be ibrdigners ; and the crOud 
xiq}Catd(% «xprefled tokens of frnpiize, which our Arabs told us; 
eroie from feeing us <mi foot. To obviate this impertinence, we 
enquired if we could not [mxreed 1^ water. A canal was near 
us, and the Arabs called to the rowers of a gay-looking bai^, 
which took us on board. We were now Sheltered frcxn the fun; 
whidi 'was wairaig warm, ^eoA were ihoved Along at an ealy rate,. 
between the tows of lofty Buildings that face the canal. Behind 
the lattices an other fide we difcovered women, in the Greek and 
Tarkifli habits ; and one in particiilar, - of unconuncm beauty, 
wfao'Came to tS^'window to-tf^ of t&e mcH'ning air. Before fe- ~ 
vea o'clock' wel*nded itl^tlhe with a quarter, cdled the Fi/i- 
Mwjkyt w\\tst the-leveral European (agones are fituated, and in fl 
few minutes irached Mr. Bfldwin'shoufe, ofwhomfuch frequent 
mention has been m4de in this worfc. Though a perfeft ftranger to 
»0F j^rfiras, we were received with great cordiality by this gentle- 
man. ' Nottnthftemding the many letters wluch we had addrefleil 
to him', our ftofy was only cbmtnunicated to him yefterday, and 
that by the Indian Fakeer, who delivered otir letter fefely, aftir ^ ^ /Ja / 
thoufimdtiifficolties. Hewasfotty-fivtdays oh his paffaeCi had *^"^^ 
be^takte prifener repeatedly, by each of the cbntendin^arties j, ^^\0/»-*^ ^ V' 
aiid «(caFCid detention, on 'account of his poverty and vocation. 
We Wire gtad to find' this faithful fellow had received hispro- 
BUfqd- toward, and wiftied to rtpcat our thanks to him. 

Mr. Baldwin 'now coi^ratulated us on our' arrival,' wluch he 

utterly defplured-.of,' as^fbon as he learnt ourcondition. HewaSfo 

confidcrateastoappFylafVnight tothcbey^of Cairo, for a letter to' 

9 the 
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the Shaik Ul Arab for our relcafe ; and to order one of tus Icr- 
vants to get ready to carry the letter. He had takm thefe prelum* 
nary fteps j but owned that he was doubtful of th^r fuo:^, when 
he confidered our remote fttuation, and the troubles which a^- 
tated the countiy. He was equally charmed with ouifelves,' with 
the behavior of Ifinan Abu Ally j and propofes to acknowledge 
it, in the name of the king and the people of Great Britain. This 
tie fignified to Hadgee Uttalah and his companions in tfad Ara- 
bian language, which he fpeaks very fluently ; and defired them 
to call for our letters and prefents, when they had finiflied their 
bulinefs in this city. 

Now we bade adieu to all anxiety and care. Our troubles ap- 
peared to be at an end, and we were only ftudious tp conlbte our- 
felves for the lofs of Ibciety, which we had Co long endured. 
Peace was reftored to Cairo } and the operatioos of war removed 
to the parts we had come from j whither Ibrahim Beg and the 
fu{|itive Beys were Bed. To recpyer ouriclves from the h^gaes 
of our journey, to infpeA the curiofities of this ci;y, and to pre- 
pare for our progrcfs to Alexandria, are the points to which our 
9ttention is turned. We obtained ftpm the.puUic papers, die 
moft J^tisfaftory accounts of our concerns iii En^bmd; and^ no- 
thing occurred to damp the happinefs of this day, which I may 
venttiie to fay, was the linccreft we had ever experienced. We 
difpatched camels for <mv baggage, and in the evening accompa- 
nied Mr, Baldwin to a French merchant's houfe; where we 
found a great deal of company aflembled to play ^.t car^. 
Among them was a very agreeable girl, of Oreek extraction by 
the mother's fide. Her father is a Frendhman, and now at 
Marreilles } which has enabled the young lady to obtain a per- 
fect kno3viedge of the k rench tongue, and to render b^lf 
very entertaining to travellers who pafs this way* Though her 
dreis is consonant to the TurkilU mode, it by no means dif- 

figures 
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figtrreslicrpcainij kit bv rithcr ibmediing pkofing in itsno- 
v^ty, to the eyes of an Eiuopean. One of my companions ap- 
pears to be but too faifiUe of the channs of the fsir Cecilia j and 
I a:m told, that this is not the £rft conqueft ihe has made over 
the afieftions of English paflengers. The Europeans who refide 
h^re, all conform to the Turkifli habit ; but this is not expelled 
from fojoumo^ like us. As our Eaftem doatha therefore are 
niiich the worfe for wear, we intend to-morrow to refume ouir 
own drels, except at fuch timps as we vifit places where it may 
giyp offence. The Eiiglifh nation alone, take this liberty with 
impunity. And I was let into an anecdote of a friend and coun- 
tryman of mine, who went to the houieof the bey here in a {haul 
turban. This is flriflly prohibited to Chriftians of all denomina- 
tions ; . but was ncverthelei^ oreilooked in him, .hecaufe be was,, 
^ ^ngliihman. 

SATURDAY. 2otli Septkmser. 

We ftaid within doors to-day, to amufe ouriclves with the new. 
pu^blications from England, and to fettle our voyage to France.. 
There is a French fliip at Alexandria, which is to &il the begin*; 
nin^ of next month for MarfdUles ; and Mr. Baldwin has applied" 
to her agent here for a pai&ge for us. He intends fending dif-- 
patches for the Compar^m this veflel, and will be better afcertain- 
ed oi the precife time of her departure;. 

MifirUI Kaira, or theCity of Anguifh.focalledirom the. fre- 
quent vifits which it has received from the plague. But commonly- 
termed Grand Cairo by us,,is fituated in the latitude of 30° 3' N. 
on an artificiol .braqch. of the Nile.. Ol^^Cairo nearly Taces. the 
over ; but tKe New city is removed abovq amile-ftom it,-.and ap-^ 
proaches to the rang^ of mowitEuhs which runs thl'ougb Upper 
Egypt, and abruptly breaks off here.. It is'undoubtedfy one of: 
..;■. 7 **« 
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the fiAefl cities in theE^j wtuch, ftDm^fcprefmt Afleo^archt* 
tenure that reigns among the Orientals, is but a faint eommen- 
<lation. The houfes are in generd built of ftone. and, being ele- 
vated to fevertd tlories, would make a grand appearance, notwith-' 
Aanding the inelegance of their ilru6t;ure, were not the eSe£t de~ 
ftroyed by the cxceifive narrownefs of the ftreets. This is one of 
the cau&s to which the ingenious Dr. Mead afcribes the birth of 
the plague in this capital ; but experience evinces, that it iriles 
from foreign and adventitious caufes. There has not been a ^ague 
here for thefe feven jc^ j which is rendered more remarkable, 
by the commencement of the Ruflian war at the date ofits ceflk- 
tion. No one can account for this ; though a year fHdom pafl*- 
<!d 1^ before, without a vifit from it. I do not recoiled if any 
ttrriter has taken notice of a drcumftance, diat divefts tlus fell de- 
ftroyer of a confiderable portion of his terror? in -this quarter rf 
the world, and opens an ample field for ptulofophical Q>eculation. 
The melancholy confequencet of the pl^;ue arc wdU ^own t^ us. 
The laws have been alarmed at its very name; and our ports have 
been fo regulated, as wholly to exdude it. ' The gay metropolis of 
London was formerly depopulated by it ; and, in our own age, we 
have fecn the flouriftiing city of Marieincs rendered a defart by its 
ravages. From fcenes fldthhi the ^ere of his knowledge, an de- 
^nt and fentimental poet df pur nation thus feelingly defcribes 
its baleful influence : 

" The fallen ^oor. 
Yet uninfected, on its cautious hinge 
Fearing to turn, abhors fociety : 
Dependants, friends^ reUrions, Love himfelf. 
Savaged by Woe,, foi'gct the tender tie, " 

The fweet engagement of the feeling heart." 

*: This 



yGoogle 



[ 337 ] 
This piflure i& juft, fo far as it relates to this malady in Europe. 
But in Turkey the cafe is altered j and we look in vMn for thcfe 
ilrokes of the pathetic. The Mahometans are confirmed PredeC- 
tinarians ; and are not to be deterred by the fear of conta^on, 
from attending their brethren in diftrefs. The miltakes of thi 
head here expand the heart with the tide of humanity. The 
dying have their exit fmoothed by tjie tender ofiices of friendihip ; 
and thoufands are fnatched from an untimely grave, by the force 
of an happy prejudice. It is true, that many ai'e plunged into 
this diftempcr, who might otherwife have av<»ded it ; but the 
evil is far outweighed by the good which refults from it. For 
the diftemper is by no means fatal. With care and attention, 
the greater part of the infe£l;ed generally recover. I have myfelf 
leen a man here, who has had the plague no lefs than five 
times ; each of. which is diftinguiffaed by blotches upon different 
parts of his body, which he will carry with him to his tomb. 

One of the mofl noted things here, is an aquedu£): which con- 
veys water fropa. the Nile to the caf^le, that ftands on an hill in 
the eaft quarter of the city. This aqueduft runs a very confi- 
derabte length. We (aw it as we came from Old Cairo, and 
were told that its courfe is two miles. It is built of flone, and 
lined on eadi fide with Ipfty gothic arches, which give it a very 
noble appearance. It is however a modem work; and cannot be 
clafled among the antiquities of Egypt. Thefe- we are to -be^ 
upon, as foon as our bodies arc reftored to their former vigor. 
But the pyramids 9nd the catacombs are too diftant for our mi- 
niite Infpeftion j and we can only regret, that our time admits of 
our taking but a pafiing view of them. Travellers like us, who 
fall by accident into a country rcjdete with the monuments of paft 
ages, and ^ofe time is ncrt at th«r own difpolal, to gratify the 
defire of inveftigating the remains of decayed art, can only ikim 
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tfte forface of the ftream they would willingly dive into j and 
have but the merit of an inclinirtion to extend information. 
■ The late changes which happened here, are confidered of little 
or no moment among the inhabitants. The depofing of a bey it 
attended with no tumult or bloodihed within the walls ; where 
hot only the natives but the European faftors, arc protefted from 
■tiotence by remaining within doors. Though no greater revo- 
hition could have taken place in any government, the whole con- 
ieft fubfifted without the gates : and during an obftinate battle 
at bolac for the fovereignty, nothing but order and tranquillity 
rdgned in Cairo. This idea is c^ried further here than m any 
other empire. And fb facred do the Turks held the privilege of 
S man's houfe, that fearce an inftance can be produced araon£ 
ihem» of private property being ptuiidered in any revolution ia 
the ftate. A pfoof of this was recently d'lfpteyed. The fugitive 
beys were, for ftverxl dtp, in pofiemon of the caftk wHch com- 
mands the city. When they fonnd it expedient to quit dleir poft, 
they retired with their troc^ through the ftreets, and oiforced a 
difcipiine, that prcferved tie city from the leaft outrage. Noi" 
difappointed ambition, nof grievous neceffity, could influence 
them to injure a pcofrfe, who wert: devoted to a fuccefsful rival,. 
Or feplenifh thar finances, by a mode fa repugnant to thear cuT- 
loms. Be it known to the Chriftian leaders of war, that theie 
infidels were banifhed their capita — yet vduntarily left it in thr 
enjoyment of that profperity, to whkh they were loft I 

In the evening we went to the himimum, to refrelh ourfelve5 
after our journey. We found it an handfome ftone fabric^, 
crowned with a large dome, through which ^ light is admitted, 
to a fquare apartment below. In this apartment the company af- 
femble, toundrefs themfclves for the bath j and hens Aey return^ 
to finoak and drink coffee after the operaticHVj for which pur- 
^fe the hall is furrounded with alcoves. There are iinall recefles 
5 «n 
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onevcrjr fide of tfaeh^, which ccHstaia cof^liB ar£»ataitams of )ui( 
and cold water, to temperate the btf h, ^preetiHr to the iaduA* 
tHms of every one. The flocM- is paved wil^ a diwrity of colorad 
marbles, and adds much to the eli^igacce of thdie rpcf^tach* /^ 
luxury. The ceremcmy ia pKtty nearly the iame ag ia ot^r portf 
of Turkey i atid having huxa often deT^ribed, these i§ «o ae«d 9^ 
aicf)etition here. I will juft add, that the cufkHn is apt od[|F 
cleanly, but healthy to the laft d^ree j jmd it is raer^y the w^ 
moderate ufe of it tiiat pipvails here, which can occafion its b^iag 
condenmed by the pra^tioners of phyfic. , 

SUNDAY, 2ift Sbptembbk. 

We were introduced to an * Eflglifh gentleman Uvs momifi^ 
yrhois in the fervice of the bey. He commands the artiUieiy, as4 
was on the expedition to Syria, in the year 1774, when Maho- 
met Beg took the cities of Acra and Jap^, Durjjig the late dil!^ 
putes he was ftationcd in Cairo, and retired with the depoTed 
beys into the caiUe. But this was only to fave appearances witjt 
the b^s, in whofe power he was. His heart inclined to Ifmaul 
Beg i whom he joined on the retreat of his adver£uies. Fr-qn 
this officer, as well as Mr. Baldwin, I gained the particulafs 
of the late revolution. It was quickly coacdved, and as quickly 
executed t and appears to have been the reiiilt of no great inr 
trigues or difficulties. Simple and unintereftmg as the evoit 
may beheld by the fubjeds jo£ more flable governments; thic 
relation of it may give rife to reflections not unufe^l, to com- 
parilbns not unfavor^le to the reader. 

At the death of Mahomet Beg the reins of power devolved to 
X% 2 the 

• This is more than fufpcSed to be an unfortunate charafter, who was obliged 
to quit bis native country foint Tears ago, mi the imfutatwB of a, crime of a. ^aft 
-bue. 
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die hands of four principal beys. Ibrabim Beg, Morad Be^, 
Muftapha Beg, and Ifmaul Beg, were copartners in the empire 
of Egypt. The bafhaw, who is fent here by the Porte, has 
no real influence in the councils. He has not even a voice in 
afiairs of ftate ; which he is content to leave to the manage- 
ment of the beys, on condition of being paid the tribute 
which the Porte exafb. Nay, the beys have fometimes car- 
ried matters to fo high a pitch, that there is an inftance of 
Mahomet Beg's refufing to fubmit to this tax, and denying the 
fuperiority of the Porte, The flufbiating ftatc of the Turkiih go- 
vemment. and the war in which it was then involved, prevented 
its relenting the intuit. But weak as its arms may be, there is no 
doubt of the ftrength of its politics in this quarter. This revo- 
lution was certfdnly countenanced by the bafhaw ; and to him 
Ifmaul Beg is partly indebted for his fuccefs, in expelling his 
brethren from an admtniftratlon, in which they had praftifed 
every Q>ectes of fraud and oppreffion. 

The conteft fiiddenly commenced about the end of laft July. 
Ifmaul Beg marched a body of troops which- he had fccrctlycol- 
lefted, without the gates of Cairo ; and ftnt a formal challmge 
to his brother beys, to go out, and decide thdr differences la a 
ptched battle. There was- Jbmething fo gallant and open in this 
proceeding of Ilmaul Beg, and his character was ib far preferable 
to that of his competitors, that he fbon found himfelf at the head 
of a greater number of partizans, than the allied beys could 
bring into the field. They met him, however, with appa- 
rent refolution, at the appointed place ; and the two armies ap- 
proached near enough together, for the commanders to revile 
each other for their conduft, in the moft opprobrious terms. If- 
maul Beg firft gave the order for the charge, which was executed 
fword in hand, though there were boats full of artillery, belong- 
ing to each par^,at hand, and the troops themlelves were fur> 

nifhed 
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niihed widi fire-arms. But a thirft of revenge, and an eag^mefs for 
blood, which mark the afpeft of a rivil war, hurried them beyond 
refle£lion ; and tempted the combatants to truft^ as they did <^ 
old, to the ftrength of their limbs. The conflifl was fharp and 
bloody } but was determined in about a quarter of an hour, in 
fevor of IfmanI Beg, who drove his opponents back into* the 
city. Muftapha Beg fled immediately to Upper Egjrpt j but Ibra^ 
him Beg, and Morad Beg, took refuge in the caftle, which they 
declared they would defend to the laft extremity. 

Their fituation was ftrong, and matters for fome days had a 
promifing appearance. They maintained a correfpondence in the 
city, and flattered themfelves with fpeedy relief from Muftapha 
Beg. • But this dawn of hope was quickly overcaft. Their mif*- 
condufl" compleatcd what their misfortune began. Jealoufies 
arole between the chiefs, and entuled a fudden defeftion among, 
their adherents. In fliort, they foundthdr numbers fodecrea&d, 
that they judged themfelves unfafe in their poft, and contrived 
the means of efcape. They retreated at midnight to the Nile, 
where they embarkwl unmolefted for Jiije, on boats that had 
been prepared for them. 

■ This efcapewas accomplifhed, as fomcthink, by the connivance: 
of Ifmaul Beg himielf, who was glad, at any rate, to be rid of the 
prefencc of his rivals. But he had foon reafon to repent of this " 
ftep. In the courfe of a week, he found the fugitive beys were at 
the head of a confiderable body of men, which they had rufed. 
\ipon the river. This force was ftrengthened hj a fleet of galliesy 
under the command of Muftapha Beg. To crufli this- danger in 
its infancy, Ifmaul Beg fent up a large armament- to- engage 
them; and had the mortification to fee-it return, vanquiflicd and 
difporfed: The -tide was now tamed,- and fuccefs feemed to.de^ 
fert the banners of the vi£lor. Fluftied with this critical advan7 
tage^IbrahimBeghotlypurfuedthe troops of his adverfary} and- 
• • thought 
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thongbt of notlung, but re-cnteiing the capital In trium}^ 
7err<»- preceded his Heps, and Egyj^t prepared herfelf to fubmie 
again to his yoke. In this eventful moment, Xfioaul Beg march- 
ed without the walls of the city, and, with the concurrence of the 
balhaw, who has the charge of it, fet up the ftandard of the Pro- 
phet ; wl^ch is only difplayed in times of extreme danger, and in<- 
vites all true MulTulmen to draw their fwords in its defence. This 
manoeuvre excenied his moft fanguine expcdlationi. He recruited 
his army, and revived the ipirits of the foldiers to fuch a degree* 
that, advancing to meet Ibrahim about the middle of Auguft, he 
totally defeated him, after an ol^inate encounter. Ibrahim B^ 
is faid to have fought vei'y gallantly on this day ; and not to havf 
quitted the field, until he had twohories killed imderhim. He 
fled with pr^pUation up the Nile, while the remains of his troops 
Submitted to the conqueror, and has now joined Morad Beg and 
MuAapha fieg,. as I have befidpe m^itioned, during ourrcfidence 
«t Ghmnah. He was lately followed by confideraUe detachments 
fr(HQ hence, which it is expected will compel the unfortunate 
chiefs to feek for refu^ in another country. 

On his return to Cairo, Ifmaul Beg was imiverfally acknow- 
ledged as the reigning bey, aad his title recognized by the Porte. 
This is a circuraftance very agreeable to Mr. Baldwin, and the 
European merchants fettled here, who were much opprdied by 
^brafaim Beg, and fipd a fenfiUe di^rence in the deportment and 
*dilpofi!ti(in of his fiic^e^or. He is an encourager of commerce, 
and dtiplajs a partiality for the Englifh, whofe recent attempts to 
drftorc the navigation oi the Red-fea hare excited his admiration 
and eftcem. The icw executions which have taken place fince 
3ns accefliDn to power, denote his humanity, and exhibit a con* 
^a£t whkh whoUy deviates froa the general line of Mahometan 
jKditics. 
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At the evemng we acccunpamed Mf. Baldn^ to die bouf<! of a 
Greek lady, who is married to a Freacluaan. She is'a ni^e'of 
Sdo, and^ though the mother c^ ieveral children, iHU does credit 
to the accounts of tbe beauties of that ifland. She ha$ a daughter 
about ieventeen^ in whom are renewed the charms of the parent. 
Indeed theie is no doubt but the Turks po%fs the fineft women 
in the world, whom their vicinity to^ Greece gives them an c^ptH'-^ 
tunity of procurii^. The brother of this damf^ is likely to go 
m the &me flup with us to MarieiUes, where they have a fift&r 
married i in which cafe, the lair Viaoria has given him an^ 
unfailing recMsmendataon to our notice. 

MONDAY, aad SarrffMSEH. 

We iallied forth thJ5 mocnJng in ecmipany vuitiL the caoBnaa*- 
dant of the artillery, who is kind enough to be our guide- in vU 
firing the curiofities of Cairo*. As no Chrifiian, wiuhout th« 
fanftionof the bey, is allowed to ride an horie here, we were con* 
tent to mount that humble animal, the a&, in order to be con- 
veyed to the places which we propo&d to examine. To obtain 
that fanftion, the fon of a nobleman of the fiiH: rank and faioily 
in England, is fuppofed to have made confiderabie prefents tO' 
the bey,, vvhen be pa0ed through this city fome years ago«. But 
the coniequence was; to protect him from the infults of the po- 
pulace, there was a guard obliged to be placed about his hod^ 
wJien he ftirred abroad. The diftin£tioD^ therefore; was dearly 
purchafed, on every account. Every thing grows ^uniliar I^ 
habit ; and Europeans think no more of beftriding an a& her^. 
than they would of popping into an hackney-coach in- Paris cnr 
London. It is the common moik of conveyance, andafiies are t»' 
be found in every ftreet, fw the acconunodadon of gentlemen^ 
who are aihamed to be feen on foot- We were not in this fecret 
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eh the morning of our arrival here, or we wbuld not Tiave fininned 
a-feeming indignity to incur a prbfdTed one. 

We puAied on our bcafts through a number oFextenfive ftreets, 
in our way to thecaftle, which ftands upon a folid rock nearly in 
the center of the city. The ftreets are univerfally narrow, and 
fb crouded with people, that we experienced no little difficulty in 
getting sdong. But this difficulty was balanced by the cbolnefs 
which reigns in them. The narrow paffitge draws a conftant fup- 
ply of air ; and the height of the hoqfes affords a (hade at noon 
td thepafieng^s below. We were immediately fenfible of our ap- 
proach to the caftle. The ground rifes pretty gradually, until 
we got towards the top of the hill. Here it breaks off into an 
abrupt fteep, and we difmounted and left our 'alTes with their 
owners* before we entered one of the pofterns of the caftle. The 
fortifications of this place are in a difm^ntled ftate, thougli the 
elevation of the hill is a fufficient ftrength to people determined 
to defend themfelves. We paffed through many ftreets, which 
are inhabited by the domeftics and dependants of the bafhaw, 
who ufually takes up his quarters in this fortrcfs. We dlrcfted 
cur fteps to a buildingi which is reputed to be the hall where Jor 
fcph gave audience to his brethren, when they came to purchafe 
Com in Egypt. This hall is the only remaining part of a large 
and magnificent ediBce ; the ruins of which belpeak the wealth 
and grandeur of its founder. The hall is a fquare of about fixty 
feet, the roof of which was a dome, that was fupported by a 
douUe row of granite pillars. The dome is fallen in j but the 
pillars pronounce its former lofitinefs and magnitude. They are 
each of a fmgle ftone, tlnrty feet high, and about twenty-fix inches 
diameter. There is a cornice of ftone above them, which is in- 
scribed with letters of gold, in fb obfolete a language, that we arc 
told no one is able to read them. 
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We wtnt from hence to the coundl-chamber, where the bafluw 
and the be^i meet, to deliberate on public afi^rs. The apart- 
ment it of a vaft length, and onumented with relics of mofaic 
work, and pillars of porphyry. At the upper end there is a fe- 
cluded feat for the hoihaw, funounded with green lattices, tiere 
he takes his poft in all the nnity of Hate, and has the mortiHca- 
I30n of bdng privy to councils, in which he not only has no fliare, 
but which frequently topoate agunft his intereft. There is a 
rope ftill depending from a beam in this apartment, on which, it 
is laid, a bey was once hung, during' fome tumultuous difputes at 
the council-board. Then is nothing improbaUe in this ftory. 
But it is not lb esff to account, for their permitting this dis- 
graceful inftnunent of vioknce to remun in fo confpicnous a 
place. - In an adjacent baiMing they fhewed us fbme arms of 
great antiquity. Aawng tfao(e moft worthy of note, are ibme 
Roman battle-axes, and. a bow of foch thicknefs and length, 
as would require the ftrength of a Patagonian to dra^r. 
■ We were now oondufled to JofejA's well. This is another 
work which bears the name of that Patriarch, and is, indeed, an 
aftoniflung monument of labor. It is fo deep, that a number of 
oxea»*e conftantly employed, in railing water for the acbommo- 
dation of the garrifon. lltere is a team above to raife the water 
fiom a chamber below, fixty feet from the tatitci of the earth. 
To this chamber you defcend, by a ftight of fteps cut out of the 
Iblid rock t and heie you find a fecond team of oxen to draw the 
water to that level. The authenticity, however, of thefe works, 
wluch boaft of fi> early an origin, has been much doubted by late 
travelers. It wouM be prefumption in u< to give a deciTion from 
A curibry view, on a matter which would require a dilpaflionate 
inveftigation. Before we quitted the caftle, we afcended a 
mount of earth, from vfhence we had an uninterrupted view of 
the city. It appears from hence not half fo large as London 
, Y y does 
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does from the top of St. Paul's ; but the extent of the Nile, 
which has fpread itlelf into a lake, as far as the eye can. reach ; 
the dufter of iflands which crown the lilver expanfe ; and the 
majefty of the mountains which bound the fmiling fcene, 
give a noble variety to the profpeft, which London, with all 
its opulence and grandeur, cannot afford. We went out of the 
caAle through the principal gate, which faces the great market- 
place. As we defcended to it, we palTed between the houfes, 
where the fugitive beys remuned, when they Ihut themlebres up 
in the caftle. 

We found our afles at the gate, where thay had been brought 
by the direction of our conduftor. On our return home we 
made a circuit of the city, and had an opportunity of being ap- 
prized of our want of confequence in this place. We met with 
one of the meflengers of death, who delivers the .fatal mandate 
to the fubje£t, who has become obnoxious to the bey. He is an 
officer of the 5rft rank, and is diftinguifhed by a cap like a fugar- 
loaf, at the fight of which every Chrifldan is obliged to difinount 
hisafs*. We followed the example of our conduftor J and as we 
alighted near the palace of Monid Beg, he took us in to fee it. 
We entered a fpacious court-yard, and found a fquare baiidihg 
with four handfome faces ; but could not get in to fee it, on 
account of the female fide being inhabited. The women of the 
bey flill refide here, although he will probably be in exile all his 
life. But fuch rcfpe^l do the Turks pay to the chara<fters of 
women, that there is no danger of their being molefted ei- 
ther in perfon or property, however adtive the pare their rela- 
tions, or even hufbands, may take in a time of trouble. . We had 
a tefliimony of this refpeft as we left the bey's palace. No lefs 
than thirty women were returning to it, mounted oi) mules, and. • 
attended by a guard of eunuchs. They were vailed from head 

* The chiaux of the Janifaries likewifc cxad this coDiptimeot from Chrillians. 
2 tCt 
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to foot, and we are told, that no lefs a punifhment than death 
would be the portion of any one, who would prefume to remove 
that Curtain. We arrived at Mr. Baldwin's about noon, very 
well pleafed with our morning's excurfion, and not at ail dilTatif- 
fied with the fpirit and paces of our afies. 

In the evening we walked with Mr. Baldwin in a garden be- 
lon^ng to feme Francifcan fnars. It is neatly laid out in walks, 
and is an evening rendezvous for the Europeans of this city. 
We were here joined by a French' nobleman, who is (aid to be 
under a temporary bahiihment from the court of France. He is 
a than of polite addrefs, and palTes for a proficient in the polite 
arts. We had a very agreeable fpecimen of his Ikill in mulic, 
as we adjourned to the French factory, to be prefent at a concert 
in which he led the firft violin, with uncommon tafte and execu- 
tion. Mr. Baldwin bears a part at thele little meetings, which are 
an admirable relief to a mind engaged in bufinefs. 

SATURDAY, 23d September. 

Our departure is fixed for to-morrow evening, fo that our Asty 
in this capital will be but (hort. We would willingly have de- 
dicated another week to fo celebrated a fcene ; but bur bufineis 
interferes with our pleafures. It is with double r^et that we 
now look back to the time which we loft at Ghinnah, and which 
might have been fo profitably fpent in the city ■%nd environs of 
Cairo. 

Our Arabs came this day to take leave of us. As foon as we 
could obtain money for our bills on London, we had dilchai^ed 
our notes of haid td Hadgee Uttalah, and given him the pro- 
mifed drefs, befides a gratuity to himfelf and to all the camel- 
people according to th^r. rank, for their care and honefty in 
bringing us lafely here. We (hould not have omitted the cap- 
Vy 2 tain 
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taip of the robbery, amca% th« number of thofe who 4emiuid«d 
Qur acknowledgments, could we havQ promifed ourfdves the 
certainty of any token of ours reaching his hand. But out 
principal concern was to fliew our gratitude to the Sh^ik Ul 
Arab, to whofe friendilup we owed more than we could pc^ 
fibly rf:pay. We Could not err in iuppofing> that a proof of Our 
remembrance would make a grater impr^ion at fuch a diftance> 
how«ver trivial it ought be, tlun a valuable confidsratioa would 
have done at Ghinnah. He there had it in his power to rejed 
our offerings j. but ere this came to his poOieiBQn we ihould have 
quitted the country. We could only confult the genius of the 
people, to render a Hight prefent acceptable j though we did our 
venerable friend thr jufttce to believe, tiiat the intentkn of the 
present would be its chief rcccnnm^daJdon in his eyes. A Tor-t 
key carpet for the ufe of Iw Icra^io, and a {aece of purpk broad 
cloth with fattin facings, for a veft for himfelf, were what we 
put up on this occafion. To thefe Mr. Baldwin added fomejars 
of French fruits and Italian. fweetme^ts. ^nd other rarities of this 
kind, which he Judged would, be agreeable to the ladies of the 
feragUo. We delivered thefe things into the charge of Ha^ee 
Uttalah,. withaoMapUmentaiy letter from Mr. Baldwin, and an- 
other from ourfelves. Mr. Baldwin's Letter w^ conceived in 
genend terms^ He ipoke of the generosity, widi whid& the. 
Ihaik bad beh^red. awards fome of the fubje^ <^ the king <^ 
Gr^t Bntain^ and he extolled the merit of the action. He 
thanked him,, in the king's name,, for this inilance of his good- 
will, and begged leave to cultivate the correfpondoice which had 
fo accidentally aril^ between them. A correipondence, he added,. 
, which had commenced in a manner fo. much to the honow o£ 
the Ihaik, and which could not.&il to extend, his reputation to 
the remoteft corners- of the Britilh dpminions. Our letter, per- 
haps, was leis courtly, tlM^g^not le& fincore. We. recapitulated 
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the favors which we had received from the'ftimk. We hinted at 
the defperate fituation in which his vigilance had difcovered as» and 
compared it with our prd'^t happy circumftances. The change 
we afcribed entirely to his humanity. We lamented our inability 
to tranfmit him a more liberal token of our gratitude^ and en- 
treated himtpconfiderthetehder which we had prefumed to make> 
with his wonted candor and benevolence. Finally, we acknow- 
ledged the fidelity of the camd-drivers, who had enabled us to 
comply with his 1^ injunctions, and to call the world to witnefs, 
that our high ftttfe of Jus &vors would only ceaie to exift with 
our lives. 

Thefe letters were rendered into Arabic by Mr. Baldwin's inter- 
jtfeter. ' Ssffeient prttfe cannot be given to that gentleman for 
the intereft which he' t6ok in this afi^r. Our tribute, fuch as it 
Tras, has already been paid him. It remains only for his employers 
to do juitice to the fpirit with which be ibpj>orted their credit, 
and tWof the En^ih natkxi. At parting he prefented Hadgee 
Uttalah with a pipe of fbme 1rahic$ and we had the pleafure to lee 
him and his companions d^art, not left ^tisfied with our bounty 
towardd them&lves>, than fiirprized at our remembrance of their 
abfent maftcr. 

It nay not, pcihaps, he thought impertinent to remark, that 
the report of thefe Arabs will be of no diflervice to the Companfy 
ihould ^1:^ adopt the idea of hamng their packets forwarded from 
India, by the way of Cofirc and Ghinnah. The port of Cofire is 
open at all ieafons of the year, while that of Suez is fhut up by 
l£e northeriy winds no lefs than aght months oul of twelve. A 
&£t which! have endesrouroi. to eftabliih in a former part of this 
work. 

Amid ^efe agreeable tranla£tibn?,.we encountered one c^ a dif- 
fident nature. After the repeated inftances which Abdul RuHar 
bad afforded us of his honefty, it appeared that there were mo- 
ments in wliich he was not pn>of to.temptation. Ibrahim, ever 
3 indolent 
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indolent and fimple, had from time to time lent this fellow mo- 
ney, and tince our arrival at Cairo the fum was confiderably in- 
creafed. It was but yefterday noon that we paid up Abdul Ruf- 
far's wages, at his own requeft ; and at night he decamped in 
Ibrahim's debt. This intelligence was juft now communicated to 
us, and, from fbme circumHances, it is probable that he is' re- 
turned to his native country. To diffipate Ibrahim's chagrin, in 
fome meafure, we took this opportunity to dilcharge our obliga- 
tions to him. We had advanced fome money to the captain on 
his account, on our leaving the Adventure j and we now prefented 
him with fuch a gratuity as our finances would admit of. His 
fervices were beyond the common clafs, and were not to be re- 
warded by any limited wages. Our good-will was only to be 
bounded by our ability j and he obtiuned from us a purfe con- 
taining an hundred Venetians. We could have wilhed, indeed, 
the fum had been doubled for his fake. But when it is tonfider- 
ed, that he will work his paflage to India on the fhips of next 
feafon, and that Mr. Baldwin has generoufly oStJxd him his table 
while he remains here, the fum may be carried to his family free 
of all dedu£tions, and will be no UinaX adttition to the for- 
tune of an Indian. Notwithilanding this difchaige, Ibrahim 
means to accompany us to Alexandria, and to lee us embark for 
Europe. 

Among our other recreations here, we make a dally practice of 
offering incenfe to a fair idol, who lives oppofite our houfe. She 
is a mixture of the Greek and French, as well in her origin as 
her compofition, being as remarkable for vivacity and good- 
humour in her temper, as for fymmetry and elegance in her per- 
fon. This young damfel quickly found out our arrival, and, 
like other finging-birds fliut up in a cage, began to difplay her 
attractions the moment ihe had caught our obfervation. She ap- 
pears at her window every morning and evening, and either 
awakes our attention with her guitar, or condelcends to reply to 
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our addrefles, which are breathed to her acrofs a narrow ftreet. 
She has an old mother, who feems to encourage the innocent 
damfel in her coquetry ; and I fear would prove but a treacherous 
portreft to the caftle, were fome,lover, like Jupiter, daring enough 
to de&end to this Danae in a fliower of gold. There are numbers 
of captive nymphs in this city, who figh for liberty, and would 
throw themfelves into the arms of any European who made ho* 
nourable addreffes to them. Bred up in the circle of French fo- 
ciety, and denied the ft eedom which they hear the females enjoy 
in France, they repine at their deftiny, and would chearfuUy leave 
the manners, cuAoms, and country of Turkey behind them. 

As we returned from the gaMens of the convent this evening, 
we met a gentleman near the French foftory, who is to be our 
fellow-pafienger to Marfeilles. It feems, that he is a man of eru- 
dition and tafte j was formerly fecretary to the embaf^ at Rome; 
and is now on his return to France from a tour of Greece and 
Egypt. He was introduced to us by the name of Meillon, and 
promifes to turn out no inconfiderable acquisition to our fociety 
during the voyage, and the term of our quarantine at Mar- 
feilles. 

WEDNESDAY, 24th September. 

We have been preparing ourfelves this morning to take leave o^ 
this great city. Our ftay has not been equal to our curiofity, but 
perfe£Wy fuitable to our deligns, which are to get to England with 
all poffible expedition. The packets 'with which we are-charged 
" have doubtlefs reached London before us by duplicates ; but we 
have private as well as public concerns ; and it is time for us to 
undeceive our friends, and to remove their apprehenfions for 
our fafety. 

Until the arrival of Mr. Baldwin, about two years ago, the 

Englifli carried on no commerce in this city. He is ftill the 

- . • only 
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only merchant of our nation hert, and is agent to the company 
for forwarding their packets to and from India. And, con- 
sidered in itfelf, this is a point of no little importance to that 
political body. The adv^tage of quick intelligence is no 
fecret to a wife government. The poflage home is, indeed, as 
yet precarious, by the difficult na^dgation of the gulph of Suez j 
but the poflage out is fure and expeditious. There is an inlhinc^ 
not two mtMiths ago, of a Mr. WhitehiU coming from London 
to Cairo in a month. He was chai;;ged with the relkoration of 
Lord Pigot to the government <rf Fort St. GeMge j and it is fup^* 
pofed will get to that place in the &ide period. A voyage, whidi 
ieldom is efie£ted by the Cape of Good Hope in double the 
time! 

The decay of the EngUfh trade in any quarter, is natu^dly- 
luppofed to give vigor to the exertions of the French. They are 
avowed rivals in wealth as wdl as power) and Mutually rife on the 
ruins of each other. But this rule will not hoti in r^pe6t to the 
commerce of Egypt. However fiourilhing the French traffic 
may be in other parts of the Levant, it is apparently here in « 
confumptive ftate. No other fymptom of this is neceflaryto bs 
produced, than the redu£Uon of their eftabliihments. The con- 
fulftiip of Cairo has been ftruck off as a fruitle^ cxpence, by a 
recent order from France ; and it is obferved, that a (pint of dif- 
fipation and gaming has crept in among the merchants, which 
was unknown in bufy times, and is wholly incompatible with 
their fituation. A decline of this nature will give fcope to the 
induftry of the Venetians and other Hates of Italy, who have 
fa6tories here, and cut no inconfiderable figures in the commer- 
cial fcale. 

At noon we fent down our baggage to the boat, which we had 
agreed for to take us as far as Rolctto. We paid but fixteen dol- 
lars for the hire of this boat, and. with the afliftance of Mr. Bald- 
win's fervants, laid up fome cold provifion for the paflage. The 

markets 
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markets of Cako are ploitifuUy fuppUed witk a variety of articles^ 
at reofo^Ue rates. Flefli, fowl, aad filh, are daily expoled for fale ; 
a^d 'ajK i£^ed up in great perfection at Mr. Baldwin's table, 
y/lmh amply fupports the chara£ler of EngUQi hofpitality. 

At five' o'clock we were joined by Monfieur Meillon, and 
having once more arrayed ourielves in our Turkilh habits, we 
mounted our a0es and proceeded to Bulac' Bulac is the port of 
Cairo, where every one is obliged to embark, in order to have Kis" 
goods pafTed at the cuftom-houfe. Mr. Baldwin was lb obliging 
as to accompany us tWther, to fee us on board the boat. We had 
two miles to go, and in the w^y/ obtained the fight of a part of 
the city which was new to us ; and which every where difplays s 
face oftuagnificencerwelittleexpeftedtofind in Egypt. We wait 
through a fquare that is oneof the finelllever beheld, both in refpe£): 
to its extent, and thjg loftinefs of the buildings which furround it. I 
^leak witiiin boun^^ when J pronounce it to be nearly two miles in 
circuipference} wf^d at this time the area exhibits a beautiful iheet 
of watery covered with gay boats of aJl denominations. When the 
Kile retir» withia his batiks ag^* the beauty of this fquare will 
not be loft } as the bed of the prefent canal will wear a drefs of 
the livelieft verdure, durhig the other months of the year. We 
reached Bulac about Cix o'clock, and getting our baggage pafled 
withxHif any delay, we went on board tlie boat, which we found 
to be very large and convenient. We are now, for the firft time 
!n our progrefs through Egypt, to be flieltered from the fun, and 
to travel at our jeafe, and m full feeority from danger. From the . 
fpAcioulhefs and convmience of our vehicle, and the charms of 
this celettratcd rtvery we look for nothing but pleafure in this 
vpyage. Mr. Baldwiji ha? been fo obliging as to fecure us a 
reception at Rofetto and Alexandria, by furnifliiug us with 
letters to hi» ageote there; and in every refpe£t, has anfwered 
the expectations which we had formed from his character and 
. , Z z ftation. 
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ftation*. We parted with him at feven o'clock, when our 
boat weighed and fell down with the tide. We have the cabblns 
wholly to ourfelves ; but fhe has feveral paflengers on board, 
befidesus and our fervants, and a valuaUe cargo of coffee. The 
wind is right ag«nft us, notwithftanding which we drop down 
at the rate of three miles an hour. Juft before fun-fet we opennl 
the pyramids, which were in a direft line behind us. The moun- 
tainous ftature of thefe pyramids was increafed by the fetting 
ray, which had fallen bel^d them, and exhibited a fpedacle at 
once fublime and pi£turefque. The night now fpread her cur- 
tains round the world, and di^ofed us to reft. At midnight we 
pafled the village of Daranie* on the Delta, where the Nile di- 
vides lumfelf into two branches, which fall into the Mediterra- 
nean at Roletto and Damiat, near loo miles afunder, and foitn 
the Delta, one of the moft fertile iflands in the world. We 
took the branch that runs to Rofetto, and continued the whole 
night to drop down with the current. The wind abated towards 
morning, and our courfe was confeqnently quidcened. The 
reader is here prefented with die couife of the greater branches 
of the Nile ii-om Cairo to the Mediterranean, aa a iiipplement to 
the chart <^ its courfe through Upper Egypt. 

* I have leanit, with no little concern, that the fituatioo cf this gentleman hai 
been Tome time paft veiy critical. On the plundering of the caravaB, in the fum- 
mer of 1779, between Suez and Cairo, the government bound Mr. Baldwin to 
prevent a retaliation on the part of the En^lb, and be was 00 man than a pri- 
foner at large, until very lately that he cffeded his efcape. In this manner has 
the treaty of commerce between the Eaglilh and the govtmmcnt of Caiio^ been 
prcferved > Thus have the fortunes of many gentlemen, who bailt their hopea on 
the faith of nations, and remrtted their property from India through this channel, 
iailen a fiicrifice to the inconftancy' and avarice of a faithlefs race I Indeed, a revolu- 
tion has happened in Cairo lince that defcribed in this worit, lb the wonder would 
be, that any treaty was lefpc^d by fiicb a flu&uatiag govenuaeat. 

7 THURSDAY. 
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THURSDAY; 2ith Skptember. 

1 role at day-break, to take a view of the country around us. 
There was now a fine leading wind, and we went with great ra- 
pidity through the water. The nangation of this river is cer- 
tainly the moft delightfiil, that fancy can pifhire to itfelf . To 
the right of us is the beautifiil ifland of Delta, covered with grain, 
intetie£ted with canals, and thickly fet with large towns and 
romantic villages. The fcene to the left is of a different hue. 
The banks, indeed, are adorned with handfome cities and ex- 
tenfive groves, and a traft of country as verdant as the oppofite ; 
but then the de&rt appears behind this garden, and gives a noble 
-variety to the prolpe£t. At feven o'clock we palled very near 
tile town of Demifchili, on the w^em bank, and tan by feyeral 
iflands of various forms, which waved with crops of grain. In 
Handing from one fide of the river to the other, we ran alhore at 
nine o'clock, oppofite a place called Abuel Hau, where we 
were detained above half an hour. We find that boats fre- 
quently meet with thefc accidents on the Nile ; but the bottom 
being every where a rich clay, they are produftive of nothing 
worfe than the lofs of time. There is no danger to be now 
apprehended from the natives in. the day, nor will they even 
venture to attack any but fmall boats in the night, in fuch a 
fituarion. The fecurity of this navigation is much amended of 
!ate } though oiu- boat is too ftrong to have Ihrunk from danger 
in the worft of times. 

By the aftivity of our people we got afloat again, and purfucd 
our voyage until noon, without any further obllacle. We now 
found ourfelves at the town of Efieiale, on the Delta. We met 
with but few towns in this laftmn. What we have hitherto 
teen are moftly in a ruinous condition i but bong all embellifiied 
Z z 2 i»ith 
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with lofty mofques and the ruins of nu^;mficent ftru£tures, 
they cut a very elegant appearance from the water. We were 
provided with fome roafted fowls, an excellent pie, and fomc 
bottles of wine, to which we -paid our reljwfls ■ with great appe- 
tite. It is v/ith difiicultythat we ciu;i -tear QurJT^es fron '^ 
deck on any occ^Lon, as the gbje^s aroundl us'are of a falcmat* 
ing nature. The .towns, now began to thicken on, us again. 
We ran by the villages of NedJ^;ili, -fierim, and Feriftah, befides a 
number of others which we paOed in mid-diream, and wluch are 
to be found in a map th^t jVIr. Nciburii ha^ {^ven of thb 
great branches of the Nile.; At five,.i^ the eyeoipg wq went 
under the town of Schabuc, on theweftera bank, and openftd a 
po^nt of the river wit^ a fine.brecK.' Innumerable are thefmall 
and large craft which we haye ntet in our run from CuEOy and 
which convey -to the traveU^ j^me idea of the. exteofiv^ com- 
merce of Egypt. The exports,, however,. are chieQy confined 
to the articles of life, and her com is diilributed to the di&rent 
ports of the Mediterranean and the Red-fea. This is: the coin 
in which fhe pays for the coffee of Arabia, and' the cotton and 
filk of Perfia: ^nd* inftead of laying illegal- impofts on. the. pier- 
chant, Iiad fhe butwifdom enottgh to fecade,upon'her own. t^t* 
toms, without fuffering - foreign nations- to engrois -the fru|^t 
of her commodities, there, is no doubt that her gains would 
exceed thofe of every other country. 

The wind.died away towards funKfet, which induced our crew 
to man a piniiace, which has been hitherto a-flem, to tow us 
down the ftream. This is of great alliftance to -us, and. we hope 
will cnfure our arrival at Rofetto iathe.moming. We.haveput 
ibme paflengers alhore at feveral. places which we have puffed, 
but (hail carry the principal, part of them to Ro&tto. Thefe 
palTengers are lodged under sax. awning, )vhlph extends from tkkc 
cabbin to. the qiaiiHnafti and is. capable. -of .containing twenty 
2 people. 
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poofte. Ara<«ig t^Mrm -is a poor boy, who loft his fiitJicr in riic 
]it% tl'Ottbles at C^i^o. H« has a good appeaxance, and tx>ld his 
ffa^ Iftary To pdfttticaHy, that we were moved to compaffion, 
and madt a coilo^on among us, to cniftfe him to rctam-to hia 
tenily^Vho are at Covrfbn^o^. 

The mght is ferene wid midocded, but we- hare no light fave 
wfeafitbe ftaps -itfford. It « a locky cfrcutnftance, perhaps, for 
««r :bodies> that dar minds «re tfifcngagcd from the proipefifa 
arawid,. 'and Ihst there is im> moon to tempt us to waftethofe- 
horns -npon deek, \*hidi fhould be dedicated to flcep. We con- 
AiiwdtcJ'fall ao#ntioTrfydm-ing the night. 

F R 1 P A X, 26th SfiPTEMBER. 

^-We-'had'ftfe pleafare, at iupf-hKik, to find dnriSlves near the 
city of Fue, on the Delta. This city is in the latitude of 3i"'- 
»©' northi'tojl within thirty mHcs of 'Rofefto. It is' liill of a 
ci^fi^rftbte extent, and j^ords an infinity of lofty minarets to 
ti*e p^fenger's view, whofctops"wierc now gilded with the morning 
'Oif-i "-Ccflrifidefingthcwant erf winiJ, ohrprogrefs has not been 
t«d^ - The country'orf each fide' of usis -ftili a garden, and 
BShibite'to egre^bte vaHctyctf fruit-trees and corn-fields, opu- 
iejifft^^ns «rtd feqTieflfeifed' v^agfes. Now and then we meet 
with- ^nafl^fibn^^' more- vefdahtdian the infant budsof fprlng. 
■Ac?'fcv«if*'<4ock'-we -paflW between the towns of Deirut and 
£^^iettLe,''in^he'fei:teer of which there is one of the moft beau- 
ilfut tnol^es in Egypt. We -have found no increafe in the 
lateodth df the Nite'fincc wc left Cairo j nor is this fo much to 
^''Wbndered' 'at, if we confidcr the great depth of the channel, 
arad'the'raultittiae'Of canals which every where divert his waters: 
.■Wtipaffed in the night the grand canal which fupplies Alexan- 
-dna'mthwater« and-is faid.tobe the work of Alexander. -ItlK- 
,-.. .. gins 
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{ins nearly oppofite the town of Mehallet Malik, on tlie Delta j 
and while it was open for boats, Ihortened the ^ftance one third, 
in the voyage we are engaged in. But it would have been a 
pity to have robbed us of any of the charms of this river. We 
were ilill feaftlng luxunoufly on the proipeft before us, when 
we came within fig^t of the city of Rofetto. which is known 
at a diftance, by the ruins of an antient tower on an hiU to the 
fouthward of the place. We ran under a mofque lituated on an 
ifland i and at one o'clock, anchored before the dty. We went 
alhore immediately, and waited on Monfieur Teflier, a French 
merchant of thi^ place, to whom Mr. Baldwin was fo kind as 
to fumifli us with a letter. We were recdved very politely by 
this gentleman, who made us a tender of bis houTe during our 
Ihort ftay. Monfieur Mnllon, our fellow-traveller, took up 
, his quarters mth the French conful» who is but newly arrived 
here. 

Rofetto, or Rafchid, is fituated in 31* 23'north latitude, on 
the weftem bank of the Nile, and is reckoned one of the 
prettieft and compafteft cities in Egypt. It is the next to 
Cairo for commerce, if we except Alexandria, and exceeds 
them both in the falubrity of its air^ and t)ie beauty pf its 4tuar 
tion. The Nile runs in its front, and the &a lies within ten 
miles of its rear, from whence it is conftantly retitfhed mdi 
cooling breezes. The country about it is a continued ^botation 
of ]emon, citron, and orange-trees. We walked est in the evenr 
ing to furvey the city and its environs. The ftreets are r^ular» 
and the buildings in general neat and lofty. We prefently quit- 
ted the town, and were, in a manner, buried among fn^^rant 
groves, where the fun's burning rays never intrude themiehres. 
The walks were ftrewed with the bloflbms of the trees, wbofe 
boughs were at the fame time loaded with golden fruit. In this 
happy clime the feafons are joyoufly blended together j and the 

traveller. 
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traveller, ib thefe retreats, might thiok himTelf tranfported to the 
regions of fancy *. Here p«ce anid plenty rei^. Thenoifeand 
hurry of a city are not perceivjU>le in this peninTuIa, which was not 
the leail diftorbed by ^e late rerolution in the ftate, though at ib 
ihort a diftance from the capital. But this may be partly owing, 
to the nature of the Turldfli cuftoms. The changes in the go- 
vernment do not affefl the fubje£t j nor the evils of public dis- 
putes extend beyond thofe who choofe to take a part in them. 

On our return home we paflcd the French factory, which is a 
fpadous edifice, and difplays a very handfome front to the river. 
There is a wharf before it of near a mile in length, which affords 
a pleafant walk to the inhabitants. On the north fide of this 
wharf ftands the houfe of the late Mr. Wortley Montague, who 
was fo celebratied for his wit and curiofity, and his extraordinary 
attachment to Mahometan countries ; but, perhaps, not lefs' re- 
maiiable for bong the fon of the ingenious lady Mary of the 
£une name. He refided here more than three years i and his lofs 
is (tiU r^retted by Monfieur Teffier, and the gentlemen of Ro- 
fctto. 

We iiipped and flept at tl^e French merchant's, whole complai- 
£mce extended to the procuring us places in a pallage-boat, that 
fails before day-break for Alexandria. We have been obliged to 
prefer this mode to the ufual route by land, which we are aflUred 
has been infefled by wild Arabs, ever firice the commencement of 
the late troubles. We fhall be no lofers by the change, as the 
country between Rofetto and Alexandria, is tittle better than a de- 
lart ; and we ihall now have an opportunity of examining one of 
the mouths of the Nile. This mouth, it leems, is fo choaked up 
with a bar of fand, as to render it impaflable to any velTd that 
draws moic than nine feet water. The mouth of the eaftem 

* Well Hi thtj deserve to be the ftvorite nfidence of the beautiful Cleopatra 1 
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branch a more eafy of accefs. Fdrd^ vliflefo c<XMtip HmOlt id 
Damiat; and we underftan4 flwT^kifli frigate pofled^at way 
to Cairo. But ihe was obliged to 'be lightened for that purpoie ; 
and it is only during the inundation of the Nile, that vefleJs of 
fuch a conftru^on can enter thifl liTer, which is navigable for 
near a thoofand miles, and, wei% this defeft cured, might exhibit 
fliips of various nations in the heart of Egypt. 

SATURDAY. 27th September, 

We embariced at foui- o'clock this morning on die boat, to 
wUch our ba^;age and fervants had been ihiftdd the {(receding 
cvnring. It was a veffel of a different built and conveniency, to 
die one we had left. It was not very unHke thd bari^ in winch 
we were fo long toflitd &b6ut the Red-lea, &ve that ire were now 
pravided with a gbod awning to fhelter us feom the fun, tn con-< 
fideration of a piece of gold vrhich each of us gave for himfdf and 
Servants. There were no pallengets befides us; and her cargo 
was not very confiderable. We wrighed anchor, in company with 
thirty &il of the ibme craft, and fell down gentiy mth the tide. 
About fun-rife we found ourfdlves dppofite an old caftle on itia 
peninfula, which appears to have been originally batlt for the de^ 
fence of the river. We croffed the ftream here, and anchored aC 
the Tillage c^ Arbut an the E>rita, where we were oUigedto wait 
for a wind, to run us over the bar. Here we found the remains of 
a battery, which had been raifed to anfwer the caftle on the op^ 
pofite fhore ; and it feems almoft impra^icable fisr any faoftile 
vcffeis that can enter this river, to have paffed between them. Wa 
found feveral brafs cannon fcattered up and down the beach, of 
Tory antient conftruftioa ; butlke bore of them is too navrow ta 
engage with the artillery of the prefent times. Arbut is the laft 
town on the Nile, and the country about it aflfords little e!fe than 

date- 
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date-trees, under tiie Ihade of v^hich we rambled about during oar 
ft&y here. 

At ten o'clock a breeze of wind fpiing^ up, we repaired aboard, 
hoifted our fails, and ftood for the bar. The river increafcd ill 
«t once in its breaddi j the ftream began to be confiderably agi- 
tated J and we had approached within ,a mile of the bar, when the 
wind perverfely came ahead, and oblig^ the whole fleet to run 
under the fliore of Delta. The land here has quite lofl: its fertile 
^qipearance. No more the earth fmiles with the plenteous harveft j 
no more the embowering (hades half conceal the ruftic hamlet. 
Thfi ground is thinly covered with brulh-wood, while the fhore 
of the peninfula is interrupted with-&c%uent hillocks of fand. 
While we wece kept here, our fervants drefied us ibme pigeons, 
which we had procurai at Arbut ; and the eating of our dinner 
helped us to pals away the vexatious moments of delay. 

More vellels now jcnaed us from Rofetto. This was the part 
in which the difficulty of our voyage wholly lay. If the wind 
continued as it was, we might remain here for a day; and, for 
our confolation, we were toldof boats that had experienced worfe 
Inck. The profpeA was not the moft flattering, and we were 
about to wift) ourfelves on the road over the defart to Alexandria, ' 
notiwithftanding the perils wluch awaited it, when the wind lucki- 
ly veered to the eaftward of north, and permitted us to lay up well 
to our point. W« immediately availed ourfelves of it, and thir- 
ty-five ^ of : us ftood for the iogage or bar, which we reached" 
about one o'clock. There is a boat conftantly at anchor in mid- 
channel, to <Ure£t others through this hazardous place. The waves 
ran pretty high, and it was our fortune to ftrike thebank three or 
four times iuccefiively, in performing this paflage. The fhocks 
were very fmart ; but as our boat was light, and the wind fair,' 
we were threatened with no abfolute danger. Though the gale' 
hegjui to frefhen, and we were obliged to tack twice to fetch the 
3 A channel. 
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chamid,.weg(»trcl«ar-df dw<%^^ in3l)0iA ten.flli^^ This 
was no trifling piece of good luck, if it be confidered, dut iiiiffcbi 
aiB. ib]netimQ»&c or ieve^hoUiir bleating ov«-ttli# ;lwi'» w^iobli- 
gsd towilade their cargoes into the pikvtrbo^t, i» order to ilightcnl 
theraielves. Had we been coming in<% the rii^f at tim time, the- 
accident would, in all probal»J5<y', have been of a'fenoiun^tliurj 
The conteft- between thcwiivi and: the etitn'Wt. which M-i|a[autr 
fo'&ft, ^uft be aiyfAjs veiyviolentK anfi otsiarton a &tt*Jwfaich> 
would inev4tabl^flave-any vefiel, t^ is UnfoftuoAt^ eaosgh to: 
ftiike the bottom.- 

. Tke Medkerraneaii-reawas nowbjelbreus/The^oal tO'i^diich 
our eameft looks had he^ 6> long ti^mcd^ was now happity at^ 
tained, and.ws hpped fppn to foTpiiDe &e>el^ a&st a. amrk, viail 
witlL peril,- ax>d won wiiii, labor. Lil^ tint ^ed who ipp«odcbe» 
his forfaken panares* we Ihu&d in inti^nation our native air, 
and every piUjTe beat quicker '^tb thf ihoughts of booK;. The 
Nile throws himielf with fudi aa unpetoofity into, this lea, Aax 
Neptune feemfi to ihrkik before his might at. this icafiui. Fora 
lcag^e and more ironv the bar, the water retaina-its chryftal hue 
and frefh quality, of which we convinced, ourietveo by ah eicpe- 
riment. We nowftood to tfa^c fouth-weft, in company with the 
whole fleet. . Th&fea was fraooth, and th« light barks glibly 
ftimmed the furface. At two o'clock we b^an to. open a bay 
to our 1^, wluch forms the peninfuk where Canopus once flood, 
and behind wJuch we faontly difconodthe groves of Roletto. The 
waves now were confideraUy raiAd, and our veflU's motiod.en- 
creafed. But the wind condaucd £ur, and we ran bnfldy fay a 
fandy, butnotadeiartcoaft. Dat-e-trecs rear their heads bchtiuL 
the fteepy beach, and many of the eminraices are crownad witfa- 
tbe augnft mina of ancient cities. At five in the evening, we' 
found our&lves c^pofite to the town <tf -Vlcjecrie, where tha»is>a' 
lat;ge caflle in good repair, and alightrhftuft for theditefiian;of 
10 mariners. 
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mannen. ' tlm « gtmHbn b^onflantly nuantraied for lliedc' 
fence of the coaft, which is fometimes infulted by Greek corfairs* 
and-the'-galUes of Malta. This is a confiderable head-famd, and 
thare are fevcral finaU illands l^ng off it. We once more got in 
with' theland, and fmoo&ed -our water- veiy'eflEeftuaUy. We de- 
fined feveral JaB to the-nordiward, and made the hidl of a lacge 
lihree^mafted vefiel. We weie tite heft failoi- in the fleet, and got 
•fo much ahead, that at funi-fet, our people could diftinguilh the 
point behind which Alexandria ftands. The coaft here is very 
low, and ofiers nothing plcafing-to the eye. At eight o'clock we 
coiild fee the fights in the hai^r, - The night was dark, and we 
loft the^opportunity of ^>eliolding the city from this point of tow. 
At liine wfc anthorcdwithin fifty yards of the Ihore, and-fent 
{brahintrjBhorewiA Monfieur MdBon, to-find out the gentleman 
to"?^hbm -we aiieTccommcnded by Mr. Baldwin. Wewereprc- 
'paringtatakcup-our lodging in the boat for the night, when, 
jttffi before ten o'clock, Ibrahim returned with Signior Srandi 
liimfelf, -who ^oHttly came for us at that latelioar. We left our 
"Servants on boanl' with our baggage, and accon^anied- that gen- 
tkiiian- to -an'Safei, "wWch has been'latdy-lctup-for-thfi xecep- 
•tion of ftrangers. 'Here we fopped conifortably, and eiyoyed a 
•found repofe after our tedious pafiage from Rofttto. • 

■ ■ ■ SUT!JDAV,'i8thSEPTEMBi!X. 

We Mfe betimes this- morning, trndfent for our baggage add 
fervants. The houie we are in is roomy and convenient ; and wia 
■orfgiiialtythe fesgfifc ft6h»iy,'W4i«h we had a tiiriiilhert. Om: 
%oft is a tnater t^liir, jan4 faene t* be.«W'i«o(fe<Uive Italiib: fSs 
mfeisWSw^ waman 'from' Smynu, talks French 'and Italian, 
')md'pRWAiies"tiy rtadcrouif fitultioA tafy during' our flayihere. 
-We-aiv-t^p^ twv-llollars^ <lin»<a<di,'fo|;»ur b«d aadbeard j « 
■price, indeed, rather extravagant, but fettled in the beft manner 
3 A a by 
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by Mr. Baldwin's agent, for the convemeace of "Btk^iaQi tra^ 
vellers. ^ 

■ We walked out after breakfaft* to take a view of liie antient 
port and city of Alexandria. We were attended by a Janizary in 
the Englifli pay, whom it is necellary to have, both as a guide and 
a protestor from the infults of the vulgar. Agreeably to the cuf- 
toms of this place, we had refumed the- European drds, difcarded 
our whiflcers, and once more looked and moved with freedom and 
eafe. We -went dire^ly to the fea^fide, to examine theXurkiih 
haven, which lies to the weftward of the pharos, and is perfectly 
fecure for (hipping when it blows a gale of wind, fiut this haven 
is facretj to the Turks, who are unfedUng enough to forbid Chrif- 
tian veflels taking refuge in it, even when it is impoHible for 
them to remain inlafiety in the conmlon harbor. The melancholy 
confequences of this reftri^tion have appeared more than. once. 
Particularly in the year 1767, when forty veffels of di&rent na^ 
tions foundered, or ran alhore in the common harbor,, durii^a 
violent ftorm from the north-eaft quarter, fiut in ^ite of thir 
ordinance, Chriftian veflels will prefame at times to peep into tbU 
ports flnd it is not a fortnight fince a Maltefe privateer chaled a 
Turkiih flup of much fnperior force under the very battery of the 
pharos, and gave her a parting broadfide as' {he ran into the road. 
A TurkiAi man of war of iixty guns was then at anchor here» 
aiu), either through want of alertnefs or reiblutim, did not at* 
t<^pt to revenge the infult. This man of war is Sail here, and 
th^re are fetfer^l frigates otk ^» ib^oa for the pfotedim c^the 
trade. : 

We now w«it into the (^lek-yurd,. to &e a very bad fpecimen erf 
their ikitl in (hip-builduiig. Hesc we peicnved a party of females 
fiandoig on the beach, re^y to be cmbailed m a boat for Cairo. 
Thcyj^yed to be Greek flaves, )uft brought from the Aichipt- 
lago, and gping as a prefeat to the bey of Cairo. This ia^xaia-t 
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tkn we'obtuned fixMnour Jamiztfyt who> at our reqaeft, altered 
into conTeriation with thdr guaid. The poor creatures ieemed 
infenfible of dieir fituation, which, in fome meafure, fupprefled ' 
the emotions we underwent at the firft knowledge of their deftiny. * 
They turned towards us as we approached them ; and in fplte <:^ 
their vails we could perceive, by thur fine eyes, and their admir- 
able forms» that they were obje£b unfit to be fecluded from the 
fight of the woiid. This fudden motion, aiid the involuntary fur- 
prise which they betrayed at the novelty of our habit, awakened 
the jealoufy <A their keepers, who immediately hurried them int6 
the boat that was w^ting for them. The price of fucb girls is 
frtnn four hundred to a ^oulahd zechins ; and thor value is en- 
hanced, as much in proportion to their qualifications, as ihe 
beauties they pofiefs. To what a ftate of degeneracy is the world 
fallen, when wit, accompUfhments, and beauty, are put up to &le 
among the female tribe, in the iame manner as ftro^th. and me- 
chanic Hull in the negroes of Africa 1 The latter branch of com- 
meite is indeed an impeachment on humanity ; but the former i^ 
a^^^race to the nature and tendency of the finer pal&>n3. 

Alexandria, or Scanderie as the Turks call it, lies in the la- 
titude of 31" 2 1 ^north, on a rifing ground, which defcends with 
an eafy flope towards the &a, and defcribes a femidrde, \nth the 
caftle on llie eaftem» and the phartM <»i tite weftem point. In 
this bay the foreign fiupping lay, and ran^ themselves abreaA of 
the pier which joins the: pharos to the continent, according to 
their arrival. This, ftation they chufe on account of- its greater 
fecurity, as the pier breaks the force of the Tea, which tumbles in 
from the eaftward. The fea waHies the walls of the hoUfes, and 
the refidhifl^ breezes which come from it^ ccmtribute much to die 
^^beakfalnefs of the place. The prefent city ftemstoftand in one 
quartor of the eld, and does not take up one eighth part of the 
ground, which may be aJTcertained by thr antient walfe that ftill ' 
7 remain. 
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innain. It is ncfcooed to contain ihiitflliiia&adinUbiMnn^ 
all Datioos ; vaiTAgftstcr medtajr woiciieTiar 'yet itBembbaAtoga- 
Ifaer. Gaih a the luxe vhich drew* than to this mart; the 
maften of which are the only people who derive no &ltd.8ilviii« 
tage from the come&ioii. 

I could dwell with pleafuie on the mimite antiqaitiei o! tUi 
'Hell'known fpot, were'they not already ddciibed withfiiiu^h pfe- 
^fionand elegance, in a work lately puhliflied* as to tc^ne'a 
iiiture traveller little to li^ that can. be new, and left 'that he 
can hope will .equal the manner of (6 i^reeable an authar. 
Tiua.woFk.wasraaginiQy pcinted in Getman, and has <Tiiice 'been 
nanllated iutDFroKh, aiid is the prodnSiota of Mr. NiebBhn, 
'who made the. tour of Lower jEgypt and Arabia^'bythe command 
of Jus Damfli Majefty. I mean id touch, however, on the moft ro- 
maidaahle ckjeSbi of ooT'ialeai^chs as to obferve a pRifontid^lence 
en fi> AjiSiauS' a theme, woold^ an infnlt ontfae tafteakd'leam- 
•i]3gt>f.tber6aier. * 

. .We dined iit- company mth a genteel young SwiA, whs is Oh 
his way to India.' He. is to embark on-liie fif ft boat fof'Ct^, 
-wlhtie he means totake his paffige«n oar (hipping, .It wtuwith 
.nofaiall&tisfiSian.that we tepliedto his queries of^ jtmm«^f> 
litw to' him, and of a country in which we had fpent 'f» aaity 
years. .He was rather -mortified, however, when heondetftood 
there weienone of onr veflsls at Suez, nor after di«r arrival, 
kdigrwouU fail for India before the next 'linnmerk 



' - - - MONDAY, 29th SiPTEMBm. ' 

.. We were introduced to-day by Signior Brand} to IfcKFrenili 
: conful. He appeals Co he a vcU-bied fenfibie naa,.amLia:iMll 
; Ipoken t>f by our cen^^nion Monfieur Meilloa, whol^es i^this 
. lodi^gs at tbe.Fiencli feftoty. He ia Jait lately arrived hctf, 

and 
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aj^I ■hut- Hf curiifity to Cuisf^ as much M wc; Vc tacoatfOi^ 
iiicihna iaa waifc ta'finm otthe.'aiynAit itaim. Wepaded by' 
tlic;V<in<lian'flii{la^, wliich flandtiKxt to AeFnnch.t TUsis 
atfcty HandfoaM buiUing; ami makes a much gnatcx Ibow diaK 
any ojthe fomigit fi^ims. Our roadlayarer afa^y ;iai<w 
«hiiK:ftMliilrg^nit£ piOan afapmdigiour lengthy an fcattMed 
vfiiStndiionm: Tbey bera to liave. Eieaa farongfat tun nidi .an 
wteBtiM of being ufed, wiuich fa«> tiern a&crwanla givnr nji.. 
Witn nw had ctolIM ftia flsut, wc went^undcc ad atcfaadi 
gatlm^ti whiohi pntlaps. niid'cd cot .sf! .die dinSona <d. tfae: 
antisat city, ' Tp- the £Nltfa o£ it Uai a :UiAy. tana ia & fuivoul: 
aoadiliiao.. 'It ia fiirroanded by an la^b. nsill, and within, tfamer 
it: a-grw6 of dalte-tiisfis.. Hcmthe axLtjqmties ooaatnpnisCL 

WJtitwhat cenRMn mafli th« in&noMl^edatacvsvTtlis Koidm 
<4fi> okbiatodLa place t With what ngRCmn&Jis loaklack oitiis 
faiinsr bwtt^ and pride, apdidiraw a Eaaaparifm wkh: its poeftat: 
pavmyand decline I Ih^eit will not be eoofideredai i piece 06 
afibSatioaiaany 9hc:to dethnv that he caniinthdiohl&sh fights, 
ai theft nuth.au even mind^ The dsftruftian; of renDsawed. cities-' 
isab^mffiL pmjpefi tO'tftr eyci and thcfiifixptiUeibreaftis: 
fitttd-iwitb the lane fcatUions in coiBtemplating theii; decay, aw 
tondh it at tbe^^ipetirance of a venuahle. chanflsr in.dtfti«rs, 
whom it is beyond the ability of man to relieve. We foon.camc; 
ti^jan-iaMiint tbnpltc a pa<t of whidilis .i^U: hahitablat.aial. has 
fannl JOB^ appfopnufet) t»tiie flxviccof Mahooiet. .Qii.thiaacrf 
connt, -we^fwDd'fonK difficulty to bbtaia admittaiue. Bat the. 
key: mas at length>p»»8^<by ow Janizary, and we were ihewn, 
into 'die ntglefled ^narter. This is a S^nte of ycry hige dia-- 
meter, wlich <» iurociundcd: with tnple ram af granite pilars, 
of the CociatiSan order. Thdc piOars are lofty, and (iipport a, 
ipOf which is ^U in a good ftate of piefcnration. 

The inlide of the walb of tbia tempk is inlaid, with taUes of. 

marble 
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marble of various colors^ which, for thnr richnefi and n(»ncltf, 
cannot but engage the admiration of i ftranger. In the area of 
the iquare is a ftone dftem of very antique mould. It is in- 
icribed on all fides with hieroglyphics, and from a rail whidt 
encl<^ed it, a|^ears to have lerved for £>me relij^ous purpoie. 

From hence we walked through a field of antiquities to a 
convent, which muntains four Francifcan iriars. The building 
is fimple, and fuited to the chara^er of Its founders. Here w« 
found abcHit an acre of ground, vccy neatly di^fed of. The 
foil was naturally fterile, but by the indiiftry of thele holy H- 
ihen, produces vegetables in great abundance. They have a 
vineyard in fome forwaidnefs t and with no finall labor and 
perfeverance, have funk a refervoir to fupply the garden with 
water, which is conveyed thither from a neighboring aquedu£t. 
Thefe innocent creatures were <tiverting themfelves at nine-f»ns, - 
and earned a content in their looks, which feemed to fet the 
cares and the vanities of the world equally at defiance. . The 
evening was advanced, and we returned towards the city. In die 
Way vre were overtaken by a ihower «f rain. This was fuch a 
novelty to us, who had not feen rain for fix months paft, that 
we ei^oyed it in the higheft degree ; and were the only perfcms 
in company, .who would not have difpenied with getting wet to 
thefkin. 

The fhowo- was (light, however, and we arrived at the French 
fu&Hy without any damage. The conful now introduced us 
to his lady, who is a pretty fprightly woman. We readily com- 
plied with an invitation from her to play at cards, and (pend 
the. evening in her - company. It vras many months fince we 
bad feen a fenjak, whc^e dreft and manners refembled thofe of 
our own countrywomen. She appears ndt to have any great 
relifli for her fitualion, which, to one of her vivacity, muft be- 
dull enough.. Indeed, -tlw .difpofitton of the people Ihe is among, 

may 
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Bwy have occafipned h^r dlfguft to this country. The French 
conful loft his life, here from a barbarous principle of revenge* 
about. eighteen, months agoj and her huiband 'was appointed 
to fucceed hina. This would be a fufficient motive for a wo-, 
man's fears. The particulars of this tragical ftory I will relate 
^hereafter. ■ 

TUESDAY, 30th Septembkr. 

We breakfafted this morning on board the French fliip, which 
_Mr. Baldwin had recommended to us for a paflage to France, 
.'She is called the Cleopatra, and is a new, pretty, and commodious 
'veflel. ' We have agreed with the Captain, Monfieur Cal\i, to 
give him 133 crowns, each for pur paflage, which is indeed a 
ilarge fum in thefe feas. But the gentlemen from India are al- 
ways confidered as moriicd men, and are taxed accordingly, 
whether they ti*avel this way for pleafure, or are charged with 
bufinefs of a. public nature.' We find, however, that we ftiall 
"be accommodated in the moftr elegant manner; and we muft 
do Captain Calvi the juftice to fay, that he ftated his intentions 
of providing us with a plentiful table, and fubmitted the price to 
our generofity. . On our return from the Cleopatra, we pafled 
under the fterns of feveral merchantmen of different nations. 
There were but two Englifh veffels in the number, one of which 
is freighted by Mr. Baldwin for Conftantinople' 

In the afternoon a large party of us fallied out to take a view 
"of Pompey's pillar, the theme of the prefent age, and the admira- 
tion of paft times ! Befides my companions and myfelf, we were 
joined by the two Engli(h commanders of the (hips in the har- 
bour, and by Monfieur Meillon, and fome young gentlemen of 
the French fa-Sory. We mounted the firft affes that prefented 
themfelves for hire, and, attended by our' Janizary., took the 
3 B courle 
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eouric we purfued yefterday. We left the cdilvent fan our right, 
and prefehtly came among broken arches and long pavements^ 
which are the remains of an aqueduct. Several towers reared uj> 
their dliinahtled heads on each fide of us, whofe appearance pro- 
nounces tiiem to have been pofts of great importance and ftrength. 
A number of ftately pillars next engaged our attentloh. The^ 
are placed in two parallel lines, and feem to have formerly fup- 
ported fome rflagttiiftcent portico. The pillars are of granite, or 
Thebaic marble,, and about thirty feet high of a fingle flxine } and 
we ccwhted no lefe tlmn thirty of them ftill ftanding. But how- 
ever chpiqe thefe columns might he in, any other place, they "were: 
but foils to the pillar which now appeared before us. We had 
been bui^ amid the ruins uid the hlUs of land, which the winds 
.have thrown up, vmen, leaving the city by the gale of kofettOj 
we came uncKpeftedly upon the pillar. It is impoffible to tell* 
which is mofl: worthy of admiration, the height, the workman- 
'ftirp,.or the condition of this pillar. By the beft accounts we caa 
lobtain, it is an hundred and ten feet high. The fliaft^. which is of a 
lingle (lone of granite, is ninety feet, and the. pedeftal is twenty- 
more. It is of the Corinthism order, which gives a beautiful dig- 
nity to its ftnipUcity, rarely to be met with in modern architec- 
ture. It has fuffered little, or no injury from tinie. The polifh. 
upon the fhaft has wonderfolly withftood the buffeting of th& 
tempeft-j and it pcomifes to hand down apatriot name to the late 
jpoftcrity of the ignorant native, who has no other trace of the feme 
of Pompey ! The pedeftal has been fomewhat damaged by the in- 
ftruments of travellers,, who are curious to poffefs a relic of this 
antiquity ; and one of the volutes of the column was immaturely 
brought down about four years ago,, by a prank of fome Englifli 
captun, which is too ludicrous to pafs over. 

Thefe jolly fbns of Neptime had been pufhing about the can 
\» board one of the fhips in the harbor^ until a ftrange freak en- 
tered 
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Ibered into one of their brains. The ecccntrici^. of -the ^ougl>f 
occaiione4 it immediately to be adopted j ai^d its apparent iinpofT 
i^bility was but a fpur for the puttii^g jt into execution. TJ^e 
,b(^t was ordered^ and with proper implements for the attepipt, 
thefe enterprising heroes puftied afliore, to drink a bowl of punt^ 
oa the tc^ of Pompey's pillar 1 ^t tl^e fpot they arrived ; ^nd 
many contrivances were propoied to accompliih the defired pouit. 
JBut their labor was vain ; and they began to defpair of fuccefs^ 
when the genius who Aruck out the frolic, happily JyUggeiled the 
ineans of performing it. A m^ was difp^tched to the city for ^ 
paper kite. The inhabitants were by this time apprized of what 
was going forward, and flocked in cijouds to be witne^es of- thf 
addrefs and boldnels of the Englilh. The governor of i^e^andri^ 
was told that thefe feamen were ^bo^t to pull down Pompey's 
pillar. But whetjier he gav^e then^ credit for th^r re§>q^ to ^ 
Roman warrior, or to the Turkifh government^ he U^ them to 
themfelves, and politely anfwered* that the EngliQi were tpo great 
{)fttriot5 to injure the remains of Pompey. He ^ew little, how-r 
ever, of the difpolitipn of the peppl^ who w^ ^gaged in this 
undertaking, ^ad the Turkifh empire rofe in oppofition^ it 
would not, perhaps, ?t ihif. mooqent have deterred them. The 
,kite was broi^ght, and ^own fo ^edly over the pillar, that whe^ 
4tfeU on the other fide, the flying lodged npfui the capital. The 
.chi^ pb^acle was now overc<)me. A. two-inch rppe w^ tied to 
.one 5nd of the ftri»g> #nd ^rawn ,ovpr tfep pilUr l%y the qmj: p^ 
which the kite was aSUed* By Jhis rt^eone of the feamen afr 
cended to the top, and in lefs than an hour, a kind of fhroud was 
conftrufted, by which ^he v»hole cpnjpMiy- went up, and drank 
their punch amid the Ihouts of the aftoniflied multitude. To the 
eye bi^ow, the c^tal cf the pillar does not appear capable of hold- 
ing more than one man upon it; but our leamen found it could 
•contmn no lefs than ei^t peribns very ^^nvieniently, . It is aftof 
... 3 B 2 V niftiing 
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ntfliing that no accident befel theie madcaps, in a fituation fo 
elevated, that would have turned a landman giddy in his fober 
fenfes. The only detriment which the pillar received, was the 
lois of the volute before-mentioned ; which came down with a 
thundering found, and was carried to England by one of the cap- 
tains/ as a prefcnt to a lady who commiffioned him for a piece (rf 
the pillar. The difcovery which they made, amply compenTated 
for this mifchief ; as without their evidence, the world would not 
have known at this hour, that there was originally a ftatue on 
this pillar, one foot' and ancle of which are ftill remaining. 
The ftatue was, probably, of Pompey himfelf j andmuft have 
Iwen of a gigantic fize, to have appeared of a man's propor- 
tion at fo great an height. 

■ There arc circumftances in this ftory which might give h 
an iir of fiftion, were it not demonftrated beyond ail doubt. 
Stefides the teftimonies of many eye-witneffes, the adventurers 
themfelves have left us a token of the faft, by the initials of 
their names, which arc very legible in black paint juft beneath 
"tiie capital. We fpen't fo much time in viewing ^is elegant 
column, that the evening was too for advanced for us to go 
further. After providing ourfelves with a relic of this flirine, 
we returned towards the port, which is about a mile and a 
quarter diftant. In our way we mounted an eminence, which 
lias been thrown up by the Turks in digging for antiques, 
w^hich are frequently found here. From hence we had a fine 
view of the new and old city and port of Alexandria. 

■ WEDNESDAY, ift October. ' 

- I had a profent of an antique this jBoming from Signior 

vBrandi. It is a blue ftone which bears the head of a Jupiter Ca^ 

pitolinus. The fmaU coUefUon which I have made, is not worth 

10 ' ■ f. ' prefenting 
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prefbnting to the reader, though the place from which I chidly 
drew them, is a proof of their being originals : as neither the 
flcill nor the rcmotencfs of the country of Uj^er Egypt, can favor 
deceit in fuch matters. But a ftranger fliould be very careful how 
he makes thefe purchafes in Alexandria. Seals have been tendered 
me for fale, which had aH the appearance of antiquity ; but on 
the infpeftion of a perfon convcrfant in virtu, turned out to 
be copies. They are, however, at times, in great plenty in this 
neighborhood. The people who follow this trade, hit per- 
chance upon a mine of curi<^itie8, whoi a virtuofi might. fiir- 
nilh a cabinet with . originals at a fmall expence. This wc 
few exemplified. Signior Brand! lives -with the Genoefe con- 
ful, Signior- Agoftini. At his houfc we met with feveral anti^ 
quities, which have been recovered from the ruins of this city. 
Among the moft remarkable is a buft of Alexander, £nely 
executed and but little damaged. 

In the afternoon we went to fee Cleop^ra's Needle, which lies 
to the eaAward of the city. . We again mounted our alTes, and> 
without any other company than our Janizary, arrived in about 
ten minutes at the Needle. It is almoft clofe to the fea, and lifts 
up its head amid an heap of ruins, which appear to have t»en a 
. circle of magnificent buildings that furrounded -it. It is feid^ 
there were originally three obelilks which bore this name j and 
that one of them has been buried by its own weight, and the ri- 
fing of the fand about it. It is certain, however, that two of 
them once ftood here at about fifty yards afunder. One of them 
was torn up by the roots in a violent ftorm fome years ago, and 
'* prone on the ground lies groveling many a rood." Thefe obe- 
lilks are alfo of granite, which is the marble peculiar to this place. 
They are of a fingle ftone, fixty feet in length, and covered on 
all fides with hieroglyphics. The one which is ftanding, yields 
only in beauty to Pompey's pillar, among the remains of this au- 
■ - . guft. 
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guft city i and it is a wonder that no attempt has been made te 
tranfportthc fallen Needle to Europe; a itmilar enterprize to 
which was effefled, I think, in the i;emoval of Trajan's pillar. 
the greateft boaft of modem Rome. What a beautiful termina- 
tion would it make to one of the viftos at Chatfworth ! What a 
noble addition would it prove to the coUeftion at Stowe I But the 
expence would be too heavy for any, but a princely purfe to dif- 
charge, as the relic would be too valuable for any, but a monarch 
to poflefs. For a drawing of this obelijk, as well as pf Pompey's * 
pillar, I muft refer the reader to the work of Mr. Niebuhr, and 
to the drawings of Mr. Dalton. The few plates which I have 
ventured to give, contain views of fuch things oply as are not, 
to my knowledge, to be met with in other travels. 

We contemplated this obeliflc vnth pleafure, and l^ft it with 
regret. While we looked at the ruins around us, we could not 
but fancy ourfelves carried back to the times of the Ptolemies. 
Here Anthony revelled j here Cleopatra reigned ! Here beauty 
fhed her rofy fmlles j here pleafure danced an eternal round ; and 
here, ^as I the hero forewent empire and life for the fafcinating 
charms of love I Some hundreds of yards from the (pot we had 
left, is an angle of the antient walls of the city. Thefe walls are 
itin above the level of the ground, and the ditch is ftill to be dif- 
dnguifhed. This is the eaftern face, and at certain equidiftances, 
there were round towers for the better prote£tion of the walls. 
We entered the tower at the angle, which appeared to be lefs de- 
cayed than the reft. There is a circular room in the middle, 
which at pre&nt goes up to the top of the tower : fiut by a nar- 

* The author has given a view of this plUdr in the frontU[Hece to his Eaflerb 
Eclogues ; but a more competent idea can be gathered of it in a colle&ion of prints, 
publiflied by the ingenious Mr. Dalton in the year 1752, comprizing, among other 
antiquities, the elevations and feftions of the pyramids of Egypt, which muft have 
been a ta& not IcTs diftcult than curious. 

3 row 
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row ftaircafe on one fide of it, there is a likelihood of there ha- 
ving been apartments above. We made a tour of this face, and 
on our return home, vifited the church of St. Catherine belong- 
ing to the Greeks. Here one of the friars led us into a re- 
cefs illuminated with a lamp, to fee the ftone on which St. Ca- 
therine was beheaded. This ftone is held in uncommon venera- 
tion J and the fathers are very anxious to perfuade ftrangers, that 
drops of her blood are ffiU vifible thereon. They were under no 
danger of having this c^nlon contradi£ted, through the abun- 
dance of our zeal j but they were, perhaps, more pleafed, that we 
had charity enough to kave fome filver among them, towards the 
propagation of this innocent impofition. 

THURSDAY. 2d October. 

Intelligence came th» mormng of the lofs of five boats on the 
iogage, or bar of the Nile, which were among a fleet that 
i^led two days ago for Rofetto. The young Swifs whom I have 
before fpoken of, was unluckily on board one of them j and we 
learn with concern, that he has efcaped only with his life. 
If thtf reader* however, remembers our delcription of that place*, 
k niay feem a greater mercy to him, that the young man did not 
perilh with his effefts,. The wind blowing in the teeth of a rapid 
current,, mult have occafioned a prodigious iwell on the bar, 
which generally proves as fatal to the mariner as to his bark.. 
The French merchants of this city are faid to be confiderable 
fuffercrs by this accident j as they had very rich bales of goods 
on the boats which are wrecked. But the misfortune of the 
young Swifs chiefly engaged oar attention. Our minds yet 
fmarted with the remembrance of our own diftreffes ; and we 
were, perhaps, never in a difpofition to have contributed more 
largely, than we now did, towards the relief of a fellow-crea- 
ture. 
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ture. So -true it is, that calamity, is the bell phyfidan to men- 
tal infirmities, and difpc^es the paflions to liften more ferioufljr 
to the calls of humanity. . . 

Il is laughable enough, to obfcrve the materials and fafhion of 
the generality of the buildings of this city. Marble ready wrought 
to the hand, is in fuch profujion here, that in every ftreet you 
meet with the noble fragments of palaces and temples, applied to 
the meaheft purpoles. I have feen a (lable fupported by pillars of 
the fineA granite, and a cow-houfe paved with the moft beautiful 
. tablets of marble. This view, indeed, is more likely to provoke a 
.%h than a fmile. It too nearly refcmbles the prophecy denoun- 
ced againH: that fplendid city, whole regal edifices were to become 
the habitauons of the bcafts of the field. But our ridicule is di- 
rected againft another obje£t. The court-yards of the foreign 
faflories are ehcompafTed with the choiceft pilars that could be 
procured; but the confufion of orders, in which the Doric, Io- 
nic, and Corinthian jar together,, joined to the unequal height 
. and diameter of the (hafts, rather render the whole a ludicrous 
than an agreeable ailemblage. But as the builders have had con- 
venience more than elegance in view, the want of tafte in the dif- 
pofition is the more excufeble. 

We took a ride in the evening to the canal which was brought 
from the Nile, and ftill fuppUes the city with water. Our route 
lay through a road which leads tp the S. E. gate, and divides the 
antient city into two equal parts. This is the high*road to Ro- 
fetto, on which travellers are accuftomed td go on mules, in pre- 
ference to the dangerous pafTage by fca. The journey is performed 
in feven or eight hours, ahd it is. reported that the ob£lru£lion to it 
is now removed, by the gallantry of a Turk, who was attacked 
yeflerday by the Bedouins, or wild Arabs, that have lately infefled 
the country. The captain of the gang was luckily ftiot by the 
Turk i and his adherents have fled to other parts. We arrived 
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in about half an hour at the gate. It has been a vory fuperb 
work, and there are Aill two columns, which fupport the pedeftat 
above it, of the moft beautiful fymmetry and defign. The canal 
is about a quarter of a mile from hence. It ftill ferves the chief 
purpofe for which it was intended > and, in the floods, conveys a 
fufficient quantity of water to the city, to fill the ciftems for the 
ufe of the enfuing year. This expenfive labor was neceffary to 
reftify the defeft with which this thirfty foil is curft, and is ia 
every refpeft worthy of its fuppofed founder. But the channel a 
few miles above is fo choaked up, as to render it no longer na- 
vigable for the fmalleit boats, except for a week or two in the 
year. There is a large arch thrown over this canal, which ap- 
pear& firm enough to admit of rep^r. Neither the bridge nor 
canal, however; have a chance to be reftored to their former con- 
dition by the indolent and illiberal Turk i although, comparative- 
ly Ipeaking, an inconfiderable expence would be the means of re- 
viving, in their full extent, thefe elegant and ferviceable works of 
antiquity. On the banks of this canal are raifed the vegetables^ 
with which the city is fupplied; and beyond them the de&rt 
firetches to the Nile. . 

On our return home we made a tour of the weftem wall of the 
antient city, which we had not before feen. There are towers; 
upon it as on the other fide, and the wall has more frequent 
breaches in it. 

FRIDAY, 3d October, 

I employed myfelf this morning in tranfcribing an ode, which I 
had written in detached parts, during our voyage down the Nile 
The reader will find it in the Appendix, where it will appear as a 
companion to the ode to the defart. He may, perhaps, fulpeft me 
of another reafon than what I before alledged, for not mingling; 
3 ^ poetry 
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poetry and profe, for patting it in that place. The,contraft be- 
tween the fobjefts is fo ftriking, as to fet the defcriptive pal&ges 
of either piece in the heft light. 

Nothing retards our departure but the veffel's dilpatches, which 
are not arrived from Cairo. For fear of my being hereafter pre- 
vented, I will here communicate the ftory of the French conful's 
murder, fomecircumftances of which are of an extraordinary na- 
ture, and will ferve to juftify the unfavorable idea which is enter- 
tained of the Arabians, in diiferent parts of this work. 

Three" young gentlemen belotigmg to the French faftoryhad 
been out in the country ihooting pigeons. They were met on 
their return by fome Ambs, who, with their ufual impudence to 
Chriftians whom they fuppofe to be in their power, demanded 
their guns. Thefe the Frenchmen naturally refufed to deliver 
up i and a ftruggle cnfuihg, in which tliey were likely to be over- 
come by numbers, one of them levelled his piece, and fhot an 
Arab dead on the fpot. The unexpeftednefs of this adlion ftruck 
•fiich a termor into the reft, that they immediately diiperfcd, and left ' 
the young men to make the beft of tiieir way off. This they ef- 
fefted, but with different fortunes. The guilty perfon knew 
there was no fafety for him in Alexandtia, although the life had 
been taken away in defence of his property, againft an hoftile af- 
fault. . He bent his way, therefore, to a village on the fea-fide, 
and, without fufpicion, hired a mule forRofetto. 'Here he ar- 
rived with great expedition, and embarked on a boat which was 
that moment going for Damiat. Happaly for him, when he 
reached that city, there was a veflel under way for Conftanti- 
nc^le, in which he efcaped from the deftiny that aw^ted him. 
One of his companions concealed himfelf in this dty* until he 
found an opportunity to quit it, which his know^dge of the 
language enabled" him to do in fafety. The other took refuge in 
the French feftory ; the fuppofed fandtity of which, he vainly 

' imagined 



yGoogle 



E J79 J 
imaged would pFoteft .hin> from th^ rdentment of the Arabs.. 
Though h^ was only a fpcitator of th& accident whkh had hap* 
pene.d»- he was doomed to anfwes for it m the moft inhomaa 
m^Her. The city was prefently in commotion ; and a mob^ 
headed by the comrades of the deceafed, forced open the gates of 
the faftory, after having been denied admittance by the conful* 
took out the unfortunate youth who remuned, and hung him 
upon the firff tree they met with. Not latisfied with this facrificff,, 
Aey afterwards cut lum in pieces, and expoled his limbs in diffe— 
ixa>t quarters of the city,> 

Here one might thijik themngeanceof abacbarian^vould £lop. 
With fueh afetaliatioA* that, confouDdiog as it did thcioaocent 
with the guilty >. is ip agreeable to- thdr notions, of juftice, th« 
Arabs might be latis&ed. But their. thirA for blood was not yet 
(juenched; As: the murderer- had efcaped,. they turned theirrag«- 
againii the innocent man^ who had prefiuned to afford his ac- 
Qomplics afan^uary; Aware of the unfor^ving difpofitions o^ 
the Arabs; the conful had confined himielf to his houfe foe the 
Ipace of two moriths,.and upwards* He now thought the matter 
was fcH'gotten* and ventured out as ufualto take the air on an- 
afs» along with the Janiaary of his nation. This Janizary is 
efteemedhere a fufficlent fafeguard. H&may be fo on common 
occalions, but his authonty failed him on this. They were met 
by a man near Pompey's Pillar, who, , with fe»ning IndifferenceA 
enquired ,the conful's name of the Janizary i and . being iatis&ed 
it was the . peribn he fought, he ftepped fuddenly behind him, and . 
difcharged a piilol in his back. . The ball went through the con- 
ful's body, and he immediately expired. . Thus lo£ng, like the 
hero near whofe colxmin he fell, his Ufe by the treachery of the 
Egyptian race' The ailaflin efc^>ed during the Janizary's con- 
fufion, and no notice was taken by the government of fuch an 
fiutrage. The French confulted their own di^ty, as wellas the 
3 C- 2„ intcrefta. 
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intereiUbf other nations, when they Tent two fngates this fummer 
to demand latisfaftion. But whether die force was inadequate, 
or thejr have been tempted, by foroe fecret advantages, to give up, 
as they have done on many occafions, the honor and even lafety 
of their miniflers in Turkey, the frigates have departed, without 
fuccefs in thnr negotiation. 

SATURDAY, 4th October. 

We were alarmed this morning with the report of a vdTel bang 
about to founder in the harbor. This c^arried us to the quay, 
where we faw a Greek polacre go down in about half an hour. 
It feems that ihe run upon the anchor of another vefiel as the 
came into the road, and the crew were glad to quit her with thdr 
lives. It is furprizing that thefe accidents arc not more frequent 
in a port, where vefleb are obliged to be always moored, on ac- 
count of their infecure ftation. The water is fo fhallow whea 
the tide is out, that there would be no fteering clear of the anchors, 
were not ftrangers apprized where they lie. What is done, there- 
fore, in other places for the convenience of the owners, is here 
enforced for the good of the public. And every veflel is obliged, 
by an order at this port, to place buoys over her anchors. A failure 
in this meafure fubjefts her to' the payment of any lofs fhe may 
cccafion. And, it is faid, the owners of the Greek poUcre will 
recover damages on this ground. 

As we were returning from the quay, we met a porter finking, 
to all appearance, under a double bale of cotton. He wore jack- 
boots, in order to keep his knees ftraight, and walked doubled, with 
his hands fupported on his knees. Were not the fa£l well known 
to thoufands who trade to the Levant, one would hefitate to men- 
tion the enormous loads which the Turkifti porters carry. We 
went to the fcales where the bales were weighing, and faw one of 
9 them 
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them take a bale of 7 cwt, upon his back, and ftagger under it 
to the quay. The dtftance, indeed, is not very great, and there 
_ appears to be as much art as ftrength exercifed in thefe furpriz- 
' ing efforts of the bodily powers. I have heard more than once, 
duiing my refidence m Iiidia, of the porters in Perfia being' fe- 
moas'for carrying a pipe of wine on their backs, which is more 
than 10 cwt. and, with the afliftance of a bamboo, orftickacrofs ■ 
his fhoulders, a Chinefe at Canton is ^d to fupport an equal bur- 
den with more cafe to himfelf. It is only in countries, however, 
where labourers of this kind are fcarce, that fuch vigour is defir- 
ablc. In Paris or X^ndon, where profeflions are not hereditary, 
and where every idler is willing to turn his hand to any thing, the 
inconvenience of this monopoly would be felt. This ufefiif 
branch of labor would fink in itis value, and crouds would lan- 
guifli for want of employment. 

- We dined on board one of the Englifli Ihips to-day, where 
the departure of the French frigates without redrefi of their 
comphunt, became the fubject of converfation. It feems that 
the French have been much animadverted upon by foreigners 
here on this occafion j and comparifons been drawn between 
them -and the Englifh, not to their advantage. Indeed, hiftory 
fumilhes many inftances of the oppofite behavior of both go- 
vernments in fimilar cafes. Where one negotiates for a redrefs 
of injuries, the other di{patches a fleet to command it. And. 
while one is wafting time in unavailing threats, the other 
employs more certain arguments of con^£tion with the Maho- 
metan powers. But there is fomething very ttiyfterious in this 
procedure of a people, who, in other refpefts, are jealous of af- 
fix)nts, and enamored of glory. The particiilar advantages which 
they derive from the Turkey trade, feera to influence their ope-* 
rations in that quarter ; and they aim at the prefervatiOn of thofe 
advantages, at the expence of their national honor. All Europe 
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i» mdebted to France, fox the trouljlc (he teok in fcounog the 
Archipelago. o£ the pirates, which infefted it, after the clofe of thfi 
Ruffian war. They were chiefly Greeks, and abounded lq fiich. 
a degree, that not a merchantman efcaped being; attacked by 
them. The French frigates every where purfued them, with un- 
remitting vi^lance ; and to eradicate the evil effectually, ran, 
their barks down m general, witiout firing a gun. The.gjood: 
coniec^uences. of thefe exertions foon appeared; and. k i3'no>-- 
torious, that there never was a time, in which the MetUterca-*. 
Bean wa& fo free, of coriairs of all denominations, as th& 
preiient. 

Captain Catvi introduced us I^ tihe- evening to a Greek famUy^ 
which. confifted ot a lady and her two daughters. The latter- 
were very beautiful, but overloaded with a profufion of zechin& 
upon their heads and breaAs» whick were- ftrung together like; 
peari*. The chkft of the. daught-ers is married to a man: now 
in France. Sh&prefled our capt^ much for ai pailage.. He is< 
fullj but with the gallantry <^a Fcenchman^ placed his ref uikL 
to a defire. of preferving harmony among his paflengers, which. 
the influence of her charms could oc^ £ai\ to invade. The fi^nk- 
nefs and pleafantry of this Provencal are very enga^ng^.and. 
afford us a prol^>e£t of much, entertfunmesit during^ our.- 
TOyage.. 

8 TTN DAT, 5th October. 

Wa attended the fervice this morning at the chapel of the Oe* 
nocfe fa^ory, where we ^temards (Uaed, on the invitation of . 

* Among theft I pcrceired a medal of Alexander the Great, in fine prefehration. . 
As the charaders weie RxHnaD> it was probably ftruck by- ocw of tbs Cafim io . 
boaor of thathecciM L attempted,, in vain, to place it smaog. my iaoXi ctA-- 

Signior: 
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Signior Brandi. Tht cDnful ts a poliM cbearftd old gctttlemaa 
oikwnty and ^>wards» ondhas forvod in that office inth great 
credit, fbr abov£ thirty y^an. Hfe b» koirever, too niuc^ of an 
in^id to be dUe to attend to btfine^ winch is manned for 
him. hf Sigaior Bra&di« «rho is aUb agent to Mr. Baldwin. 

We accompanied Sigilior Bran^ in the evemeg to tide Vene- 
tian factory, where wt drank oofiec with an Italian lady who is 
lodged there. ' Frofti hence we. fallied out to a garden, whidi is 
about ton nunuteb walk horn the city* Thife garden is tfaiddy 
{Wanted .-v^h friut-tfiees of various khids, in whidi we ifound a 
very agreeaUe ^eHof from Ihe Samij viewa, vihadi every where 
meet the eye in the environs .of this place. Noihh^. but the 
hi^pinefs of its fituation for -coiaaaatx, could have prompted 
Alexander to have founded a city on this barren Ipot. And the 
rank it keeps among commarial trities at this hour, in ipite of , 
the revfdations it has ieen in its religion, govemmeat, andcuftoms,. 
demonftrates the acutene& of that monarch's difcemment. Tyre, 
Ath«is, and Carthage, are only to bcrefpe^ed in the page of 
hiftory : while the port of Alexandna is ftill crouded with the 
y«flels of differont nations ; and ftili di;^KQies> though in a lels 
degree, h«r bounty throu^ theworld. 

As we returned home we pafled the hotife of a fair Jeweft, 
whofe reputation is fpread about this city. It is her cuftoni to 
fliew herfelf daily at her window, to enfnare thole who venture 
to gaze upon her. It is afiirnoed that her charms made a very 
lingular imprellion upon an Englilh nobleman^ who came here 
fome years s^o. He bid very highly for her perfon, but was 
difappointed in his views. The amour fomehow got wihd, and 
flie was honored by a wag with his title, which ihe has preserved 
to this day. 

In a conversation with our Juiizary this -evening, we difco* 

vered that fear was one caufe of the <&ftin€tion, vnth vdiich the 

3 EnglUh 
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Engliih are treated in this country. It is many year$ fihcc ihc 
Englifli trade has declined in the Levant. Thar ihips of war 
no more ride triumphant tii thefe ieas, and their thunders have 
long xreafed to fbrike terror through the coafts of Egypt. But 
the fpell is revived. The Englifh have found their way into the 
Aed-fea, and have it at their option to deal with Egypt on lAiax 
own terms, . The reader may rcmanber the afliftance which- we 
recaved in our greatefl: diftrefs, from the arrival of the Swallow 
jloop of war at Judda. This Hoop mounted about twenty guns^, 
and had carried difpatches from Madras to Sues. Smce the Por- 
tugaefe were expelled Arabia, no vefiel o£ war belonging to a fo- 
rdgn power, had vi£ted that port. Her arrival was a phenome- 
non which alarmed the weaknefs of this government. The jea- 
loufie; that exiH: among the European nations, are the bafis of 
its Security on the fide o£ the Mediterranean. But on the (hores 
pf the Red-fea, it muft fubmit to the power, whofe empire in 
India has given them tiie navigation and commerce of the Red- 
fea, without a competitor. And this power is the Englifb. 
A track, ftruck out by private adventurers, may hererfter. bene- 
fit the public ; and, under proper reftriftions, add to the influence 
and power of the Company, in a mealiire which might exceed 
expectation *. Rumor is well known to magnify danger, The^ 

force 

* The infiability of the Egyptian government weakens, in fbme degree, the 
force of this rcafoning. It has been fuggefted by the ingenious Dr. RufieII„ 
'Mrhofe long relUence m Turkey inclines the author to pay a deference to faim on 
a fubje& on which be is Jo mu^ better infonned> that the difcouragement which 
the Turks give to the trade by Suez, arifes from this very cauie. The revolu- 
tions in Cairo are often annual, and the Porte, confequently, can degend but little 
on receiving a fiiare of their profits froni nien, whole footing in power is fo. dip- 
peiy. The communication with India by the caravans of Aleppo,' turns out 
wholly in Civor of the Turk. The infereAce, therefore, which the DoSor draws,. 
is very judicious. The commerce by Aleppo would hil to the ground) wcf« that 
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force of the Swallow floop was eftimated at Cairo. aX Ax^ .{^u^* 
Here, fhe is a firft. rate ! It is no wonder that tljis government 
fhould be on. its good behavior, when it has not even a gaUey on^ 
the Red-fea to protcft the trade. For though this trade is almofl; 
wholly carried on upon Arabian bottoms, were an embargp 
to be laid on the importation of coffee into the Egyptian ports, 
the couHe would be turned to the caravans, through which chan- 
nel the coifee is delivered at more than double the price, to what 
it is by water. 

. MONDAY. 6th October. . 

We are detained here by the moft "vexatious of all circum- 
ftances— the neglefl of the agents of the Cleopatra. Captan 
Calvi has been ready to lail thele four diys^ and his diipatches 
are not yet arrived from Cairo. To whet our diiappointment^ 
the wind has been ealterly the whole time ; and , we might 
have performed a fourth part of our paffage to Marfeilles. Na- 
tural delays fiiould be borne with patience ; but thofe which 
arifc from human perverfenefs, are enough to ruffle a iStbic's 
temper. 

\Ve encountered fome objects to-day, who beyond all others 
(hould engage our commiferation. They were the captain and 
officers of a French veflel, which was wrecked four years ago on 
the coaft of Barbary. Along with the crew they were carried into 
ilaveryj and have now been releafed by an accident. The em- 
peror of Morocco has fent an embafly to the court of France, 
and thefe Frenchmen were fele£ted, among forty others, as a pre- 
fent worthy for a king to receive. The particulars of thefe un- 

by Suez to be eflabli£bed. And this is tbc fecret objcdion -which the Porte en- 
tertains to the latter trade ', and vm hatched, not by the influence of French in- 
trigues* Jior the complaints of the i«!igiout of Mecca and Medina. 

3 D fortunate 
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fbrtunate people's ftory are very interefting, bat very fimilar to 
accounts already publiHied of captives in the 0me Htuation. There 
#s a youth among them of about fourteen years of age. His lot 
was different from the reft. On account of his youth, when 
they were firft brought to Morocco, the emperor ordered him to 
he an attendant in the feraglio. This anecdote we had from the 
boy's own mouth, although he was fometimes at a loft to ex-' 
prefs hirafclf in his native tongue. His employment was to make 
coffee for the emperor's wives, and to gather bouquets for them of 
the fweeteft flowers in the gardens of the palace. It may, per- 
haps, wound the pride of our countrymen to know, that the Sul- 
tana ia an. Englifli woman, who has, been elevated .to that dignity 
more than twenty years. She feems to he about forty, and ha- 
ving borne the emperor two ions, is perhaps, on that accoqnt, 
treated;by him witha diftindion, which her charms no longer 
command. And in fa£t, while he pays her only court in public, 
his private hours are dedicated to a French concubine, who wa$ 
made a captive ky one of his cruizers, and on account of her ex- 
. quillte beauty, preferred to the fcragUo. Thefe barbarians, it 
feems, are grown nice in their amours ! Depopulated Greece can- 
not a£^d them a variety of beauty^ but they mufl: appropriate the 
fpoils of France and England to pamper their bafe lufts f Where 
fleeps the vengeance^ thofe warlike . nations, that they fuffer 
the&^ crying injuries to pals unpunifhed? The gallies of Barbary 
groan with their men, and her feragtios teem with their females I 
When the ftates of Europe learn to diftinguiih their true interefts; 
when they eftablifh a firm bafis of union among themfelves ; then> 
and then only, can they- hope to fee their arms dired:ed ag^nft 
the common enemies of mankind ; to fee their commerce un- 
interrupted, their people uninflaved by th« refufe of the earth 1 

The MaluHnctaa Ramazan is conunenced. This inftitute is 
an imitation of our Lent, except that there is a di&rence in the 

mode 
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aiod£ of abfttaenbe required. The ri|^ Cathonc ^onteoitt Ktm- 
fidf withai f^ogB of diet; and take? his ufifid meab w'n^k&at 
icruple, fo diafc he f6rbean fiefh and certain jbrlnddcv t^ii^a.' 
Thciile of a Mud&lman tmdeiifoes a total inaovatiati.dunng^is 
faft. Prom die time the fim liles natU it &ts s%axn, the tafte.of 
any fubftance, eveti water itftif» is prohihilicd by UKr!Ia#of Ma- 
homiet. But then the night faidi^ fiill r^ratiaa with it. £>x- 
ceis follows abftineace, and |e indnSges him£yf in a rariety of 
food, to be rev£Q|;cd upon the law. The bad oonieqiKnces of 
this prieftcrafc mufl: be &nfibly felt by both parties. Our J«r 
siizary has been quits unhiiiged ilnce the Ramazan. began. He 
is DOW Jitter ^ fleep than a£tion. duriag^ the day i asd were we 
to remain here, we &ould reap little beaefit from his fervtcegi 
while the fail contimied. The ftreets are now onptyof people is 
the day-time. Towards the evening they begin to aflcmble in tine 
fX>ffi£e-hou£3, and at the corners of the AreeCs ; vthtie they 
wait for the pfieft's procUmation of funibt. Th«r faces feetiiiqr 
the height of impatience; and at the appointed figraU, Ukejr 
ftart for their dinners with no very tem^ate intentiona. i 

T U E S D A Y, 7th October. 

1^ vef&l's difpatches are at kngth acrived, but the wind is ib 
considerably heightened to-tday, tliat theic^Hain iialds it daiger« 
oas to attempt movix^ out of >us ftation witii it. Wenmftwint 
(ot what the morrow may effe& in oar bdulf. 

News is )uft a>rae from C^ni, that the troubles upon tbe Nild 
are recommenced, and that war is about to renew its horrors in 
this unhappy country. The fugitive beyshave' found nuams to 
poffefs themfelves at length of Jiqe, about which city they have 
long hovered. The fituation of this poft enables them to ftop ef- 
feiSually, the navigation of the rivpr. A large armament is pre- 
, iD 2' paring 
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paring at Cairo, to diflodge the rebels from their ftrong hoiii. 
Boats of all kinds are preiTed for this fervice> and the conununi- 
caticm promifes to be interrupted between Alexandria and the me- 
tropolis. The iflue of this commotion may> to all appearance, be 
foretold. It is the laft effort of a defperate party, which can- - 
not avail them againft fupericff nmnbers and difcipline. Ifmaul 
Beg has now fet a price upon the heads of his antagonifts. 
This barbarous pradtice is juftified by the example of the mod; 
poUfhed nations, againft thofe whom the ftate confiders as trai- 
tots. And in all probability, it will now rid the bey of Egypt 
of his fears. But the accomplifliment of this d^gn is uncertain *. 
We cannot fulEciently congratulate ourfelves on our removal 
from thofe fcenes of contention ; and count all our toils as hap- 
pily endured, fiace we have efcaped thereby, the new delays that 
awaited us. 

IbraMm has jufl; now taken leave of us, to embark on a boat 
which is bound for Rofetto. He is fumiOied with recommenda- 
tk>ils forthe Engliih captains who may come to Sue2 ; and there 
is no^loubt of his finding a good opportunity to get back to the 
Adventure, to which veffel he ftill belongs. The behavior of this 
poor Indian has been uniformly honeft and ingenuous. Some 
flight errors which he has been guilty of, were fully retrieved by 
the importance of his rervlces ; and could we command power or 
riches at this moment, they would be 'employed in beftowing a 
more fuitable reward on his merits. - Henc^orth be not virtue 
appropriated by any particular feft. Let pride be taught to be- 
Ikve, there is no diftinftion among mankind; but what refults 
fuom the practice erf good and evil ; and imbibe, with us, achari- 
tdbje c^)inion of the ihembers of every perfuafion. - . 

*. So uncertain, that it appean the very reverfc has fince happened, and the dc- 
poled beys have recovered their power, though at this hour, perhaps, it has again 
clodcd their grafp i 

That 
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' That we might be ready for the captain's Tummons in the 
inoRiing, we difcharged our debts at this place, and prefented our 
Janizary with feme pieces of gold, for the trouble that we have 
given Wm. The alacrity with which we fliallquit thefe fhores, 
has been quickened by eoncurrent circumftances. The very air 
of this city feems to be impregnated with the breezes of the 
North. Her ftreets diiplay the habit which is fo ^miliar to our 
eyes ; and her harbor is crowded with veflcls, which are bound to 
the lands of liberty and fcience. What bofom then can reprefs 
its emotions at fuch a fight ? What foot would linger on the 
ftrand, when the fail was fet for the ports of Europe ? Curiofity 
has been fatisfied. Like the hunters who have encountered toil 
and danger in the purfuit of their game, we anticipate the fweets 
of repofe i and find, that the ardor of expe^tion conftitutcd the 
principal pleafure of the chace. 

WEDNESDAY, 8th October. 

The wind being favwable this morning for our departure, 
the Captain fir«l a gun, as a fignal for us to go off. At fe- 
ven o'clock Mcmfieur Meillon accompanied Major Alexander; 
Mr. Hammond, and myfelf to the quay, where we embarked 
on the Cleopatra i and at eleven, weighed our anchor for 
Marfeilles *. 

* It may be fstUfaflory to die reader to know that our travellers, whom he has 
fo long accompanied, arrived fafely in England at the clofc of the year 1777, after 
- a jDursey of eleven months. It may be fuppofed that the end of their miffion was 
defeated by the delays they eDCouotered ; but they flatter themfelves, that the merit 
of perfevcrance will not be denied them, either by the refpe^bkbody in whofe fer- 
vice it wu cxerud, or by the generous public. 
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AND now, Madam, it is time to bid you adieu. To pur/ue the 
fimile of the hunters, whatever latis&dion I may have found ia 
the recital of our adventures, I doubt wbedier an indifferent per- 
fon will lillen as com^acently to the tale. In the review of this 
volume, I have as nwdi reafon to pray for your indulgence, as to 
hope for your fympathy. While the tear of pity dims your eye, 
let it prove a vail to the inaccuracies which are alined infeparaUc 
from a work of this nature. Nor let this be deemed an unrea- 
ibnable or arrogant wi£h. While the major part of mankind are 
adminiftering to the caprices of the femaie-lex; while they are 
feeding their vanity with the groiieft flatteries, and pervtrting 
their dijpofitions by an idle ctHBpUance with their humours, his 
pixfumptioa may furely be excufed, who, actuated by a Spirit of 
philanthropy, and wiUing to communicate the rdult of dear* 
bought experience, endeavors to make one woman oi his patty, 
who has refleftion enough to weigh the* importance of human 
misfortunes, and zeal enough to promote their publication for the 
inftruftion of the world. That he has not offered a trifling fub- 
jeA to her oonfideration, is the beft compliment which he could 
pay to her underftanding ; and that fae looks for her fympathy In 
the hour of diftrefi, is not the worft picture vrfaich he could give 
of her fseliAgs. To be a ferious memb» of a thoughtlefs tribe, 
is no lefs an honor to a woman, tihan to poflel^ a refined heart ia a 
depraved and diflipated age.- 

I have the honor to be* 

Madam, 

Tour's, &c. 

Alexandriti 8th O^ober, 1777. 

POSTSCRIPT. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 



JU S T as thefe flieets were going to the prefs, a letter came to 
ray hands, which, on every atXount, I Would wilh to cammuni- 
catcto the i-pader. Theftorm is blown over, and the tale that threa- 
tened Tuch ti'a^cal circamftances, is brought to an happy conclu- 
fion. Butif anycharafter in this work has fecured' the afFeftion 
of the reader, he will not refufe a figh to its unworthy deftiny. If 
the work itfclf has interefted his paffions, he will gi*eediiy perufe 
a fupplement, that prtmrifes further food for his curiofity. The 
letter is from Mr. ffammond, oire of the number of the urt lucky 
fubjefts of thefe adventures, who has poffeffed refolution enough 
"to hazard the dangers of aint inhofpitable (hore, and to return to 
faidia by the route of 'Egypr. I meian not to artticipate the rela- 
tion of a friend, bat I fiuiuld do injuftice to my own feelings, w;ere 
I to be filetit on this melancholy occafion. 

And here let me advift the fufceptible reader to dofe the volume. 
The ingratitude of mankind is too frequent, to difturb the Phi- 
lofopher's peace i but the impreffion it makes on the unexperi- 
enced brcaft, is too deep to be eafily erafed. But if be dare the 
conflift, and prefer to mingle his generous concern with mine, 
tet him refleft on the crown of glory which awaits the virtuous 
dead! Let him, with me, weigh the unimportance of the track, 
by which the foul is led to the regions of immortality ; and while 
we embalm the monarch's memory with an unfeigned tear, let us 
io ' ho|pe 
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hope that our latter prayers may be as acceptable to the Deitf , 
as our latter moments may be more propitious than thofe of the 
great Ifinan Abu Ally ! Unbroken be the reed which moans 
thy lofs, lich pearl of Araby ! Sweet fmelling like the gums of 
Aden's vale, to heaven afcend thy precious fpint I 

" Gfind Cairo, zotb Auguft, 1779- 

" I cannot avoid pyiag you a letter from a place that was once 
" fo deilrable an object to us, however reverfed it has been to me 
** a fecond time. I arrived here the 1 5th July laft, after a very 
** plea&nt paffage from Vemce, and was preparing, with my 
,** fellow-travellers, to fet out for Suez on the 28th, when, on 
** that morning, Mr. Moore, the owner of our velTel, was made 
" a prifoner, and detained till four days ago, in confequence of 
" his ihip, with another at Suez, having been tieacheroufly 
" feized by the orders of this government. The ftiips have fince 
" been relealed, and the people are gone to Suez to take poflef- 
" fion of them again j which we only want to hear of, to enable 
** us to fet forward. This extraordinary manoeuvre, on the part 
** of this government, was owing to an Englifli caravan having 
" been plundered in crolfing the dcfartfrom Suez to Cairo, an^ 
** many unfortunate Europeans having perithed in the defart. 
" The government, upon this, contrived the means of feizing the 
*' veflels, and have made us enter into Iblemn .engagements with 
" them, that no hoftilities fliall be committed hereafter by the 
'* EngUfli, in confequence of that accident 1 

" The politics of this country have been a good deal changed 
•• fince we left it. It feems that foon after our departure from 
•' Cairo, Ibrahim B^, and-Morad Beg, were brought back into, 
** Cairo, accompanied by our old friend Ifman Abu Ally, who 
*' was with Mr. Baldwin, and made many enquiries after us. For 
*' this efTential fervice, the poor old man had his head taken off 
10 - " by 
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'• by Morad Beg» about three vreeks ago^ who was at Ghinnah 
' in purfiiit of Hufian Beg; <»w c^ Ifmaul Beg's partizans ! — 
' Moniieur Chevalier, the late governor of Chandemagorc, ar- 
' rive^JKre * few .eh^s ago. from Jndda, by the route of Cqfire. 
' He met •mdi Morad Beg <atOhlitnah. who gave him Bis paff- 

■ port, for his fafety down the river. 

** I hope to leave Csdro in' about five 'days, attended by our old 
' fervant Ibrahim, who has been wife enough to marry here, and . 
' is as completely fettled as he weU can be. ^ I have adviied him 
' to pufli oifto India with us. As if I had not been fufRciently 
' pumfhpd' for making a lecond vilit to this coimtry, I h^e had 

■ the addition of an epidemical licknefs, which has raged here 
' with great violence, and, I believe, has extended to every Euro- 
' pean in the place." , 
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APPENDIX. 



ODE TO THE DE&ART. 

Vwttea oa a JMimey through the Deiarts oTThcbais, 
' Septembet 1777. 

TH O IeT w^e I from Human fight retlr'd. 
By nou£^t efteem'd^ invok'd,, defir'd;. 
Where ft<»iyTiitt~aB<l ftfrilc4>lain,. 
And ever-fuUen lUenee ragn * :: 

Where nought is fien to efieerthe eye;. 
Sut ruflet earth and funi^ fky; 
Nor tree nor herbage blefs the ground^. 
Nor aught to cherifh life is found. 

Save, wherr the- deer, whom fears ailail^ 
Shoots fuddenly athwart the vale ; 
If chance the found of i^ant feet 
Approach- his lonefome, dark, retreat.. 

O I while thy fecrets I explore; 
And traverfeall thy c^bns o'er,, 
The patient camd^ I beftride— 
May no ill hap his fteps betide ! 

* ** And ever-mufing netuicbgll reigns." Port't £Ui/a- /« Aitlard. 

9 . Ap- 
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As on w« prefs the burr&ng Ibil, 
And through the win£i^ wsXLcy toil. 
Still lend fbme blU's prqjcAing het|^. 
To fliield me from Soi^ piocing ^it. 

And fliould our fcripsof water fail. 
And horrid thirft my lipi offiul. 
Then, then, thy G:iaity dr^ import. 
To renovate mj £ainting heart. 

"Nor to thy toiling £» refitlc 
The trufie's leaf, oar barf g pace i 
Thefe ftinted products of t^e waAe, 
Luxurious! let nqr camel taAe. 

At noontide heat, and midmght coU, 
Thy vengeful ibras of wratb witfa-hodd : 
Nor bid the fudden whirlwmd rile. 
To blend at once, liilb, vales, and ikies i 

Dread caufe ! too fubtilc to define. 
Where horror I daager I ruin }<»n t — ■ 
Stop, ftop its pitftiiDndal breath. 
That 'whelms a caicvan in death 1 

But chief, whence lies our daily track, 
O 1 turn the roving * Arab back j 
Who, tyger-llke, infefts the way, 
- And makes the traveller his prey. 

* Tfae reader wjll have found that this wifli was not granted. We fell in mth a 
party of wild Arabs, and, what was more extraordinary, on the very day that this 
Ode was written. This meeting, Co dreaded by ih, was, in all probability, the 
caufe of our prefcnration. Thefe foes to man, by an unexpe^ed turn, became our 
friends. They were our guides when qur people were at a lofs for the rood ; they 
led us to the ^rings, and fupplied us with food, when our water or proviiion ^led 
u». What an incontcftible evidence is this of the weaJcnefs of humaa opinions ! of 
the vanity of humao wtlbes ! 
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As erft the Tons of IQzei fled 
From Pharaoh's rdgn and NUus* bed. 
Here manna fell by- God'a command, 
And water follow'd Mofes' wand: 

So may old NUus. failing nigh^ 
A portion of his floods fupply; 
Invite the neighboring peal^t's tcul,. 
To cultivate thine alter'd foiL 

So be thy hills with verdtife {prdid. 
And trees adorn each naked headj . 
So in the thirity va^es below, 
Pifcover'd ^rings be taught to. flow. 

So, teeming widi negleded veins* 
Thy marble pay thJe fculptor's pains j 
Who, emulous of Grecian tafte. 
May give an Athens to the wafte! 

And on thy furtheft fandy Jhore, 
Which hears the Red-fta's biUows roar. 
May Commerce fmile, her lails unfold. 
And change thine Iron age to gold ! 
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ODE TO THE NILE. 

Written during'a Voj^ge down that River. Sept. 1777. 



IMMORTAL ftiream I whom Afiic leads 
Through barren plains and verdant meads j 
Now flaming o'er the Nubian lands. 
Now laving Egypt's cultur'd lands 5 

To mark where firft thou court'ft the gale. 
The poet's flxetch of thought might f^l : 
Might heroes Ihudder to behold 
The wonders which thy depths unfold. 

O ! place me on thy gentle tide. 
When firft it leaves its fountain wide ; 
*TilI, threat'ning on the Cat'raft's brow. 
It ruflies to the world below. 

Here, as the joylcfs mid we trace. 
Where Nature flirotids her beauteous face. 
The Oftrich — child of want and gloom I 
Dips in thy wave his filver plume. 
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Now, lurking on thy fedgy Ihores, 
The CrocotUIe his prey explores. 
Hark I 'tis a virgin's Ihriek* — thy flood 
She fought — to color with her blood ! 

- No arms the monfter can appal — 
Bounds from his fcaks th' linerring ball. 
Lo! to avenge a mother's tears. 
The Hippopotamus appears! 

Kow Ofith afliioKS hia grimmeft /onq. 
Thy troubled forface owns the Oormt 
Like warring veflels, on tbey B»ve 
Their mortal rage and force to pcovcl 

1 hafte wc from this confllS Aii*> 
And to thy fairer fcenes retire j 
Where, fwelling o'er thy nafim ftra^d. 
Thy waters fatten all the landi 

Where on the wide espaofe arc l«q« 
The tufted grove apd iflwd grew: 
The minaret, that tow'rs above. 
The haram — prilbn gay pjf fevcl 

As Pleafurc, Commerce, fpread the £ril, 
A thoufand gallics catch the gale: 
Thar oars a thouland galUcs ply, 
Whofe pomp refulgent ftrikes the eye. 

* This alludes to a circunftance which happened juft before the author came te 
!Ak Nile, and which the reader will find in page 259 of this work. The frequent 
-combatt between the River-horfc and Crocodile, in which the former it generally 
Vi£tmm*, arv too well known to need a cQnunent. 

Now 
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Now bear me icmn thy wefltfn ana, :". 

Where Delta kxdM one ealtilr'd farm > ' i..A 

By roin'd cities, nodding tumen. 
And hide me in Ro^tt^s bowers. 

Hailfliades ! wteglve fiieh charai^'M'iSew, 
A> ne'er AlcinoiW gWidefl» knew; 
While bloflbms h<l« fh<lr <Wtet» un/otd, 
Bow'd is the tree wlfll frtiit ef g^. 

And thou fam'd ftream T what tho* no more. 
The world's emporium as of yore j 
Tho' grac'd.not with the Roman name,, 
Thy realm contending fa£lions dma t 

A Pharaoh'^ daughter erft was thiiie. 
Whom pity touch'd with cares divine,. 
As Ihe the prophet chanc'd to note 
While in his ozier-bark i^at. 

Thou knew'ft a Cleopatra's reign» 
Who nmnber'd viftors in her train p 
A Julius, led by glor/s ray ; 
An Anthony — to love a prey I 

A Ptdemy of leatnTd renovra,^ 
And great Sefoftris wore thy crown > 
Thine, Memphis ! crufh'd by adverfe fetes. 
And Thebesi— that op'd an hundred gates I 
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And ftill Ihalt thou oar homage luqi, . - 

While fea-girt Pharos awes the detpi ;. . .' , 

While left for ages' to admire, ' • 

Thy pyramids to heav'n afiiu;e I . . '• 

While Plenty on thy banks is fouKd^ : 
To feed the fiimilh'd nations romidj : 
While Poets Ative to ling in vain.. 
The wonders of thy vernal reign I 
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